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The Stratford General Hospital 
Foundation continues their capital 
campaign that looks to raise $30 mil-
lion towards new equipment and tech-
nology. At the July 26th City Council 
meeting, the Foundation presented a 
proposal to the Council requesting $5 
million from the city in support of the 
cause.

The $30 million campaign would 
direct $12.5 million towards new and 
replacement equipment, $10 million 
towards and new chemotherapy unit 
and co-related pharmacy, $4 million 
towards lab improvements, $2 million 
towards transformation initiatives 
(such as mental health technology), $1 
million towards the training and edu-

cation of staff, and $500,000 towards 
redeveloping the hospital’s communi-
cations station.

Foundation Board Chair, Paul 
Roulston, said “If we can do what 
we want to do, and make the chang-
es and improvements in all the areas 
we’re planning, we will impact every 
patient that comes through Stratford 
General.”

Through the pandemic, the hospi-
tal was grateful to have received over 
$350,000 in donations from the com-
munity, which contributed towards 
equipment and programs such as re-
suscitation training, thermometers 
for the ICU, lab equipment, and staff 
support. 

Currently, the Stratford community 
has raised $14.3 million in cash and 
pledges toward the new campaign. 

Andrea Page, Foundation Executive 
Director, said that the hospital hopes 
to launch the campaign through a 
public event when the donations reach 
close to $20 million.

Andrea expressed her gratitude for 
the support shown by the communi-
ty, saying “During this fight against 
COVID, in so many ways, our com-
munity has shown how much they tru-
ly care, and how much they care for 
our hospitals. There were hundreds of 
moments that made a difference and 
really bolstered our spirits. For me, it 
was the Girl Guides. They drove by 
our hospital with homemade signs and 
a lot of honking! I can’t remember cry-
ing so hard. I was so touched knowing 
they were there for our hospital, root-
ing for us like so many others.”

On Monday, July 26th, Stratford City Council voted in 
favour of commencing the first phase of the implementa-
tion strategy for the Grand Trunk Community Hub. The 
draft of the master plan, outlining the future intentions 
for the space, was first accepted by the City Council 
in 2018, and is ready to resume after being temporari-
ly paused due to COVID. The Community Hub will be 
located within a section of the former Cooper building.

The City Council’s Chief Administrative Officer, Joan 
Thomson, declared at the meeting that “The purpose of 
this report is to provide a high level review and to seek 
Council direction.”

The first phase of the implementation strategy address-
es a handful of necessary tasks that must be completed 
before further adaptation and design of the area is able to 
begin. Majority of the concerns are relating to the safe-
ty of the site and the structural integrity of the Cooper 
building, and can be categorized into three main tasks: 
the first of which is removing the leaking roof.

COMMUNITY HUB
An overhead view of the former Cooper building original-
ly built in 1909 located at 350 Downie Street, Stratford.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

DELANEY REGEHR

Reporter

Grand Trunk 
Community Hub
moving forward

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15
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LOVE & HOPE GROW HERE
The "Bridge to Nowhere" located at Confederation Park got a 
splash of colour in July. The Bridge was designed and painted 
by Bareket Kezwer with assistance from some of the girls who 
attended a mural camp at the gallery as well as some of the gallery 
summer staff.  It is a collaborative project between Communities in 
Bloom and Gallery Stratford. The Monarch Butterfly design on the 
side is inspired by the gardens that have helped restore the butter-
fly population.

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

Hospital Foundation seeks funds 
towards capital campaign

DELANEY REGEHR

Reporter
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On Monday, July 26th, Infinite Pride 
Stratford presented their proposal to in-
stall a progress pride crosswalk to the City 
Council. The proposal was unanimously 
accepted by all members of the Council. 

Infinite Pride, in 
partnership with Kel-
ly Ballantyne, own-
er of Sirkel Foods, 
requested that the 
crosswalk at the inter-
section of Wellington 
St. and Downie St. be 
repainted to feature 
the progress flag, in 
support of the 2sLGBTQIA+ community. 
The project was proposed prior to COVID, 
but was put on hold as a result of the pan-
demic. 

Eric Sharbino, board member of Infinite 
Pride Stratford says, “We believe that the 
2sLGBTQIA+ community feeling sup-
ported by their city and surrounding com-
munity is of the utmost importance, and 
we hope to get approval to start on this as 
soon as possible.”

The progress flag features the origi-
nal rainbow flag with the addition of the 
trans colours, white blue and pink, along 
with brown and black to represent people 
of colour. The arrow shape on the left of 
the flag represents the progress that must 
be made, with an emphasis on supporting 
the trans community and people of colour, 

who continue to ex-
perience ongoing and 
unjustified inequity.

Several businesses 
will be contributing 
their services to assist 
in the installation of 
the crosswalk. Jessica 
Elliot, owner of Strat-
ford’s Powerhouse 

Painting has offered to paint the progress 
flag, and Management from Sherwin Wil-
liams in Woodstock is donating a paint 
thinner and further assistance. 

Infinite Pride and Kelly Ballantyne plan 
to fundraise to cover the cost of paint coat-
ing and the equipment required to remove 
the current crosswalk. They are also hop-
ing that the City will be able to contribute 
financially, although no donations have 
been officially confirmed. 

DELANEY REGEHR

Reporter

Pride Flag Crosswalk 
Brought to Council

GET MOORE
CREATIVE.
We'll work with you to build a

plan that suits your specific

needs and budget. Not sure

where to start? Let’s grab a

coffee! For a full list of

services, visit our website. 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM

MOORE 
 Creative

FREE INTRO CONSULT

Continued from page 2
Despite the trying times of the pandemic, 

the numbers show that giving has not de-
creased over the past year and a half, as peo-
ple continue to contribute to this cause. An-
drea says, “Often people don’t think about a 
hospital until you need it, but COVID really 
put our hospital and healthcare in the fore-
front. There hasn’t been any real time in 
history where people have been as aware of 
our hospitals and the importance of hospitals 
and caregivers.”

The rapid evolution of healthcare research 
and technology is one of the primary reasons 
the campaign is necessary in the first place. 
Hospital equipment generally has a shelf life 
of seven to ten years, and some of the equip-
ment Stratford General has looked to replace 
recently, such as incubators and heart moni-
tors in the maternal child unit, were close to 
twenty or twenty-five years old. 

Andrew Williams, Huron-Perth Health-
care Alliance president and CEO, said “I 
don’t really know any area where technolo-
gy is advancing as fast as it is in health care. 
It seems almost every day there’s a new tool, 
a new drug therapy, something else we have 
to assess and evaluate to determine wheth-
er we need it here, but it’s really changing 
very quickly. Unless you are proactive, un-
less you’re investing as an organization, you 
miss those opportunities and you set your-
self back.”

The hospital also hopes to use some of the 
funding for technology that relates to youth 
mental health, where they can apply some 
of the knowledge they’ve learned during the 
pandemic. This could look like connecting 
with youth through technology, and making 
the hospital more accessible through tech-
nology even when it is once again safe to 

meet face-to-face. 
After hearing the proposal presented by 

the Hospital Foundation, the City Council 
decided to refer the request to the Finance 
and Labour Relations Subcommittee, who 
would have better access to information 
concerning the city’s financial position with 
regards to previous commitments. 

Additionally, Councillor Vassilakos pro-
posed the development of a plan for a match-
ing grant program that would encourage, 
and put pressure, on other municipalities to 

contribute financially as well. The motion 
to further examine the feasibility of such a 
program was approved by the Council.

Andrea Page said, “The most important 
thing for us at this point in the campaign 
is the commitment or pledge. What is not 
as important is the timing of the first pay-
ment.”

Stratford General Hospital looks forward 
to hearing back from the City of Stratford, 
and continues to be thankful for the gener-
osity shown by the community. 

Stratford General Hospital Foundation Capital 
Campaign nearly halfway towards $30 million goal

COMMUNITY GIVING BACK
The Stratford General Hospital Foundation recently made a funding proposal to city council regarding their Capital Campaign.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Editorial
Welcome to our first issue

Letters to the Editor: Please email 
to stratfordtimes@gmail.com, or send 
to our physical office at the St. Marys 
Independent, PO Box 2310, 36 Water 
Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.

Every journey has a first step. 
The intention of this first issue of the Stratford Times is 

to give you a small sample of the type of newspaper that 
we hope to create. Secondly, this issue is a springboard to 
move forward. To be the best publication this can be, we 
want to get the community involved. And it’s a lot easier 
to get people involved if we can show you something tan-
gible, so here you go...let’s get started!

In the graphic below I’ve tried to concisely state what 
our principles are for this newspaper. Many of these are 
phrases that I’ve repeated time and again over the past 
seven years in my time as owner and publisher of the St. 
Marys Independent newspaper. The first guiding princi-
ple is that “everyone has a story.” If you look down your 
street for example, I’ll bet there’s an interesting story to 
tell about every single person. Everyone has something 
unique to offer.

One of my unique stories, for example, is that I’ve 
tried to keep busy and productive throughout COVID, 
and during this time I have furthered my commitment 
to community newspapers. In June 2020, I purchased the 
125-year-old Tavistock Gazette, a gem of a small-town 
paper. Previous owners Bill and Sheri Gladding, who 
were ready for retirement, entrusted me with this be-
loved newspaper that had proudly been in their family 
for over five decades. Then, in October 2020, our team 
established the Wilmot Post, a brand-new publication in 
the New Hamburg area which had been severely lack-
ing for adequate local news coverage. All three of these 
newspapers (St. Marys, Tavistock, and Wilmot) are mem-
bers of the Ontario Community Newspaper Association 
(OCNA), on which I have served as a board member for 
the past three years.

If you want to “check our references” to see what we 

might have in store with the Stratford Times, feel free 
to ask anyone in these areas surrounding Stratford about 
how they feel about their St. Marys Independent, Tavis-
tock Gazette, or Wilmot Post. 

There is most definitely a difference between an inde-
pendently-owned newspaper and one that is owned by a 
major conglomerate. While all newspapers have reporters 
and other staff who try and do the best they can, the “care 
factor” about each community doesn’t always apply at the 
ownership level, particularly when they reside in a distant 
metropolis. Unfortunately, conglomerates often have to 
try to “reel in expenses” or “grow quarterly earnings” for 
their stockholders. This means that corporate newspapers 
sometimes have to restrict their page count, or repeat the 
exact same stories throughout several of its other papers. 
In extreme examples, you might have days such as Mon-
day, November 27, 2017, when the Stratford Gazette and 
St. Marys Journal-Argus were among three dozen com-
munity newspapers suddenly shuttered by cold, calculat-
ed, corporate decision-making.

I look at the Stratford Times as an opportunity to take 
everything that I’ve learned over the past seven years and 
create something special for the community. And I’m 
proud to have some of the amazing former employees 
and freelance writers from the Stratford Gazette and St. 
Marys Journal-Argus as part of our team.

My view is that “you only live once” and therefore you 
might as well make it count. My family has roots in this 
area that date back to the 1840s. I have always had an 
appreciation of history, and through the newspaper I want 
to document and preserve community history as we move 
forward. It sure isn’t going to be preserved and protected 
by the likes of Facebook. 

My hope that the Stratford Times will be here a hun-
dred years from now, and that it will continue to be local-
ly-owned and operated by people who truly give a damn 
about the community they serve. 

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

STRATFORDTIMES
Guiding Principles

1. Everyone has a story
2. The news should be free for all to enjoy
3. Good news beats bad news
4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)
5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities
7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated

Be a part of your community newspaper

Stratford news should come from Stratford people. And 
you can play a role!

Not everyone is a journalist, but we are all out there 
living life, and it is interesting. When you are “out and 
about” in the community and you meet someone inter-
esting or if you capture a scene with your smartphone or 
camera, please share this with us at the Stratford Times!  
It’s as simple as sending a story or photo to stratford-
times@gmail.com or texting 519-655-2341.

Or perhaps you are someone who’d be interested in 
writing stories for the Times on a regular or occasional 
basis? If so, please reach out to me at stratfordtimes@
gmail.com or call us at 519-655-2341.

We also welcome story ideas, or concepts for future 
newspaper features. Or whatever else is on your mind to 
make this newspaper the best it can be.

A community newspaper is at its best when the entire 
community feels involved and engaged. Please consider 
sharing your “slices of life” or ideas with the Times for 
the benefit of documenting history here and for entertain-
ing our readers. 

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

Say:
"I Read It In 

The Stratford 
Times!"
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Who wants $120 in free advertising?
Introducing our “good karma” 2021 special

When starting a new venture such as 
this, it’s all about building relationships. 
And a little good karma doesn’t hurt ei-
ther!

It truly is better to give than to receive, 
and honestly, it’s been fun to put togeth-
er this introductory issue of the Stratford 
Times without having to worry about 
selling ads. Rather than try to “balance 
the books” and bring in advertising reve-
nues to offset printing and other costs, I’m 
looking at 2021 as an opportunity to sim-
ply “invest” in the newspaper and get as 
many people reading it as possible. I fig-
ure if we do a good job with the building 
the quality of the newspaper, the ads will 
take care of themselves down the road and 
we’ll have a sustainable business.

Below are our ad rates which show how 
far $120 in free advertising will get your 
business or organization. Here’s some ex-
amples:

• 1/8 page colour ad ($120) 
   = $0 cost to you
• Two business card B&W ads ($55 x 2) 
  + small services ad ($9) = $0 cost to 
  you 
• Full page colour ad ($449) less $120 
   discount = $329 cost to you
• ¼ page B&W ad ($160) less $120 
   discount = $40 cost to you
• Seven large B&W service ads ($17 x 7) 
   = $0 cost to you
We’d love to help get the word out about 

your business or organization. To reserve 
your space in our next issue, while sup-
plies last, please contact us at stratford-
times@gmail.com or 519-655-2341 before 
the end of August.

STEWART GRANT

Publisher
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Mandatory vaccination policy for 
Huron Perth hospital workers

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
board members introduced a mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccination policy for health-
care workers and staff at its four hospitals.

The organization oversees hospitals in 
Stratford, St. Marys, Clinton and Sea-
forth, and employs more than 1,200 staff, 
160 physicians and 27 midwives.

Unvaccinated workers are required to 
participate in mandatory COVID-19 ed-
ucations and, starting later this summer, 
regular COVID-19 testing before shifts. 
Unvaccinated workers who do not intend 
on getting vaccinated are required to sub-
mit signed confirmation of their decision.

“The board of directors’ primary ac-
countability is the safety of those receiv-
ing and providing care at our four hospital 
sites,” said chair Ron Lavoie in a state-
ment. “As one of the largest employers 

in Huron and Perth counties, we also feel 
it is important to reinforce how essential 
vaccines are to all of us.”

If the group does not reach a 95% vacci-
nation rate among staff by the end of Sep-
tember, then vaccinations will become 
mandatory, except for those with an ac-
ceptable medical exemption.

The majority of the hospital group’s 
workers are fully vaccinated, including 
83% of staff, 92% of physicians, and 81% 
of midwives, said officials. Vaccine ap-
pointments are offered on-site.

All on-site volunteers and students at 
the organization’s hospitals must also be 
fully vacci-
nated, with 
exceptions 
made for 
documented 
medical rea-
sons, said of-
ficials. 

Nearly $20 million 
committed to Perth-

Wellington, surrounding 
areas for rural high-

speed internet
Perth-Wellington – The Government of Ontario, part-

nering with the federal government, has announced up 
to $19,668,735 to bring high-speed internet to up to 2,700 
households and businesses in underserved areas through-
out Perth-Wellington and surrounding areas.

Funding will come from the province’s Improving 
Connectivity for Ontario (ICON) program and the fed-
eral Universal Broadband Fund. It is part of a $1.2-bil-
lion investment in 58 new projects across Ontario. This 
will bring high-speed internet to over 280,000 homes and 
businesses in Ontario.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 10

Are you an overwhelmed caregiver? Coaching for

Caregivers Canada is here to support you, the

caregiver, in your caregiving journey. Head to our

website to learn more about how we can help

you. While you are there, be sure to download

our resources to make your

life a little easier!
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brenda@coachingforcaregiverscanada.com  | 1-519-860-2512

WWW.COACHINGFORCAREGIVERSCANADA.COM

Caregiver Coaching / Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

Complimentary half-hour discovery call
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PAL Stratford’s Expect the 
Extraordinary Gala Fundraiser 
presents “Stronger Together”

STRATFORD − For the second year in a row, 
PAL (Performing Arts Lodge) Stratford’s annu-
al Expect the Extraordinary (ETE) fundraiser 
will be staged virtually in September as artists 
celebrate the arts community and its resilience 
throughout a long pandemic period that has dev-
astated the arts scene, both here in Stratford and 
across Canada.

This year's concert, titled “Stronger Together”, 
is a grateful celebration of the power of communi-
ty and the arts in the midst of a global pandemic. 
The cabaret-style show will be available to view-
ers online between September 20 and 23, 2021. 
It is produced with the co-operation of ACTRA 
Toronto and with permission from the Canadian 
Actors Equity Association.

As usual, a selection of Canadian artists that 
includes current and alumni performers from the 
Stratford Festival will share their talents in sup-
port of PAL Stratford’s programs. PAL Board 
members and volunteers have been working dil-
igently for months to shape an online production 
that delivers the diversity and impact of the more 
familiar annual live show.

“This year, PAL wants to focus on gratitude for 
the power of community. We are grateful for the 
depth of our local arts community, we are grateful 
for our artists, we are grateful for the donors and 
volunteers who keep us going, and we are grateful 
for art,” says PAL’s ETE Committee Chair, Arlene 
Jillard. “While we prefer our much-loved annual 

live performance and look forward to a return to 
the theatres next year, we view this as a celebra-
tion of gratitude for community and the arts in 
spite of a global pandemic.”

The line-up for the annual show will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.

“Whether singing, dancing or sharing via the 
spoken word, the hearts of these amazing artists 
are bursting with gratitude that they are seeing the 
light at the end of the COVID tunnel and the hope 
that they will be performing on stages across the 
country very soon,” says Jillard. “We truly are 
“stronger together”. This year’s celebration will 
showcase both the artistry that has been brew-
ing as the pandemic kept us apart and the artists’ 
commitment to the PAL cause.”

WHAT: Expect the Extraordinary, PAL's Annu-
al Gala Fundraiser – “Stronger Together”, a vir-
tual concert

WHEN: Virtual Opening Night Monday, Sep-
tember 20th at 8 p.m. Video on demand until 
Thursday, September 23 at 11:59 PM.

TICKETS: Tickets on sale soon at palstratford.
org/events: $60 per household link; $30 for Arts 
Workers with code available by contacting car-
mengrantpal@gmail.com

Beginning in the fall of 2020, concerns 
regarding the waste generated by restau-
rant takeout containers started circling on 
Stratford social media. Heightened by the 
pandemic, the large number of disposable, 
single-use containers drew the attention 
of many local residents, businesses, and 
restaurants, who began to wonder whether 
there might be a more sustainable option.

At their meeting on July 28th, Strat-
ford's Infrastructure, Transportation and 
Safety Subcommittee heard a presentation 
from Vicki Lass on behalf of Stratford’s 
Container Committee. The presentation 
discussed the uptake of a program aimed 
towards finding sustainable container 
solutions for local restaurants. 

Vicki says, “Coming through the pan-
demic, there was a real surge in takeout to 
help our restaurants survive, but on social 
media there was a lot of banter about (how 
people would) like to help our restaurants, 
but are really unsettled by the amount of 
waste that’s being created.”

Vicki Lass, along with Sammie Orr from 
the Environment and Energy Committee, 
took the initiative to interview local restau-
rant owners and uncover possible barriers 
that might prevent them from adopting re-

usable takeout containers. 
The top concerns that were presented 

included cost, availability, heat retention, 
health and safety (for example, contact 
tracing during the pandemic), and the use 
of petroleum products in reusable contain-
ers. In addition to this, some restaurant 
owners in-
quired about 
compostable 
container op-
tions, or ex-
pressed con-
cern around 
residents’ 
understand-
ing of the re-
cycling and 
compost sys-
tems in Strat-
ford.

From Oc-
tober of 2020 
until January 
of 2021, Vicki and Sammie took the time 
to speak with a variety of individuals and 
organizations that might have mutual inter-
est in the initiative. This included discus-
sions with the BIA, Destination Stratford, 
Invest Stratford, Climate Momentum, City 
Council members, Bluewater Recycling, 
and Storm Fischer Compost, to name a 

few. 
With mounting interest and support, Vic-

ki and Sammie organized a public meeting 
to further address these issues and look at a 
future course of action. In total, 25 people 
attended the meeting, ten of which formed 
a working group that has been operating 

ever since. 
Vicki says, 

“The ultimate 
goal was to 
have a reus-
able program 
option in Strat-
ford with a 
number of our 
restaurants. 
We also looked 
at how we 
could improve 
composting 
and recycling 
information, 
looking at 

what goes where, identifying containers, 
and where they get sorted properly, and 
also looking at having more receptacles 
in public areas, so that the opportunity to 
compost and recycle is very clearly marked 
and very easy to do.”

The group invited a new and locally 
owned business, A Friendlier Company, 

to present to local restaurant owners about 
adopting their program. A Friendlier Com-
pany, run by two University of Waterloo 
Engineering graduates, aims to support 
sustainability in the restaurant industry by 
providing businesses with reusable food 
containers. Their products come with a QR 
code on the back, which can be scanned 
by the customer purchasing the food, and 
redeemed for a value of 50 cents. This can 
then be deposited directly, or donated to a 
local charity through their app. 

To date, eleven restaurants in Stratford 
have adopted this program and are cur-
rently working with A Friendlier Compa-
ny.

The Stratford Container Committee 
made several requests of the City Coun-
cil, including participation in monthly 
Reusables Committee meetings, acknowl-
edgement and support of citizens growing 
interest in green initiatives, and the con-
sideration of future programs. This could 
look like installing more waste disposal 
containers in the downtown and park ar-
eas, and improving the current compost-
ing program for local restaurants.

The council was appreciative of the pre-
sentation and open to the possibility of 
transforming the initiative into a work-
ing group of the Energy and Environment 
Committee in the future.

Takeout Waste Reduction Project 
underway in Stratford

DELANEY REGEHR

Reporter
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Between April and July, Gezahgn 
Wordofa says he and his team of 52 volun-
teers from the Multicultural Association of 
Perth-Huron (MAPH) have picked up over 
5,500 discarded face masks from county 
parks and surrounding areas.

“We want to show how very important 
this is,” said Wordofa, who founded the 
group and lives in Stratford.

“People may not know how normal it’s 
become for people to throw garbage in the 
parking lot or the park. These are supposed 
to be nice places with children running 
around in playgrounds.”

All volunteers take public health precau-
tions during their shifts, such as wearing 
masks, gloves and using garbage pick-up 
claws. “We are very protected.”

“We’re doing our campaign until Sep-
tember,” Wordofa said, who hopes the ini-
tiative spreads throughout the whole of the 
province and, eventually, all of Canada. 
The clean-up initiative has attracted me-
dia attention across Ontario. “That’s our 
main goal, to have people doing their own 
(clean-ups). It’s good to show to other com-
munities what we’re doing.”

Wordofa was born in Ethiopia’s capital 
city, Addis Ababa. On a recent return visit, 
he donated masks bought in Canada and 
toured factories making cotton face masks 
for schools. However, there aren’t nearly 
enough available.

“People there are using the same mask 
for maybe two or three months,” he said. 

“Over here, we’re wearing one mask a day 
and then changing. I know we have a lot of 
masks here. That’s why if you throw away 
your mask, you have another one at home. 
In my country, back home, they don’t have 
many masks, so even if the government 
says you need a mask, we have no masks.”

Since they began in April, the volunteers 
have retrieved 5,569 discarded face masks, 
as well as other items of litter, mostly from 
rural areas and parks.

Before immigrating to Canada, Wordofa 
lived in Moscow, where he opened a food 
bank and soup kitchen.

He is educated in law, world history, 
human rights, international relations, and 
diplomacy. However, he says he’s realized 
people don’t judge him based on his Ph.D. 
or his doctorate, but on his volunteerism. 
Wordofa received a Governor Gener-
al award in 2014, and he was recognized 
in RBC’s Top 25 Canadian Immigrant 
Awards in 2015.

He founded MAPH in 2011 to welcome 
new immigrants and recent arrivals from 
other provinces to the area. The group 
helps them to adjust to life in Perth and 
Huron communities.

In addition to their litter clean-ups during 
the pandemic, MAPH has been serving the 
community in other ways, too, including 
providing rides for people who need to get 
to their COVID vaccination appointments.

On July 1, MAPH led a community walk-
in Stratford to support Indigenous commu-
nities in the wake of recent discoveries of 
hundreds of children’s remains at former 
residential schools. Wordofa said that in 

addition to celebrating what it means to be 
Canadian, it was essential to stand in soli-
darity with Indigenous people during their 
time of sorrow.

Locals recognize Wordofa and his clean-
up crews working in the community and 
shout words of gratitude and support. “We 
get a lot of good feedback from the com-
munity. We’re very happy to be doing this 

and to be appreciated,” he said.
Many of the volunteers are former refu-

gees who are eager to show their love for 
their adoptive country. “People came from 
refugee camps where there is war and no 
respect for human beings,” said Wordofa.

“You know why we do this? Because we 
make a difference. Is it very important? 
Yes, it is.”

We are learning details about a major 
project set to start in Stratford this fall.

Officials with the City of Stratford say 
they are planning to begin work on the 
Queen Street Storm Sewer Diversion 
Project.

The diversion sewer will collect drain-
age from the south part of the city and di-

rect it north towards Lake Victoria with 
the goal of mitigating flooding issues in 
the downtown core.

It’s expected the work will begin in 
the fall and be completed by the spring 
of 2022.

Some temporary road closures are ex-
pected.

Queen Street project 
scheduled to start this fall 

in Stratford

NIGEL GORDIJK

Contributer

CLEANING THE COMMUNITY
Multicultural Association of Perth-Huron founder Gezahgn Wordofa (at left) has been 
cleaning up the community with volunteers like Hira Dhariwal. “You know why we do this? 
Because we make a difference,” said Wordofa.  

Cleaning up to give back in Perth-Huron
Multicultural Association of Perth-Huron volunteers have picked up over 5,500 discarded face masks 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

“Supporting Rural
Communities”

Providing accounting, financial
reporting and tax planning services

for our diverse rural and urban community.

125 Ontario St. Stratford
Phone (519) 271-7581 Fax (519) 271-2737

E-Mail: office@fammeandco.on.ca

25 Water Street North, P.O. Box 1228
St. Marys, Ontario
Phone (519) 284-1030
Fax (519) 284-4393
E-Mail: st.marys@fammeandco.on.ca

210 Oxford Street, E.
London, Ontario
Phone (519) 432-1663
Fax (519) 432-7662
E-Mail: london@famme.ca
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1. Jennie (Jenny) Kidd Trout, who resided in 
Stratford from 1847-1865, is best known for 
which accomplishment?

2. What are the two Western zodiac signs for the 
month of August?

3. What is the common name for Orcinus Orca?

4. What is the second largest island in the world?

5. The character Shylock appears in which 
Shakespeare play?

6. How many squares are on a chessboard?

7. Who was the second man to step foot on the 
surface of the moon?

8. Who played J.R. Ewing in the TV series Dallas?

9. On the periodic table, the chemical symbol B 
represents what?

10. Who set the world record for the 100 metre 
run in 2009, and what was the record time?

Calling all animal lovers! As a new way 
to involve high school students during the 
pandemic, the Stratford-Perth Humane So-
ciety is introducing a Student Foster Pro-
gram that will allow students to receive 
volunteer hours for fostering pets. Not 
only is it a great way to contribute to the 
community during a time when necessary 
protocols make it difficult to do so, but it’s 
the perfect excuse to spend some time with 
a furry friend. And convince any hesitant 
parents that it’s a good idea to do so!

The Student Foster Program is available 
to all high school students in the Strat-
ford-Perth area, with the permission of a 
parent or guardian. No prior experience 
is not a problem. Those who are interest-
ed will receive training in advance and be 
matched with a pet best suited to their situ-
ation and comfort level to promote the best 
possible fostering experience. All neces-
sary pet products and equipment, including 
food, bedding, and cages, are provided free 
of charge, with the exception of some fresh 
leafy greens for smaller animals. 

Anya Barradas, Marketing and Com-
munications Manager at the Kitchener and 
Stratford-Perth Humane Society locations, 
emphasizes the benefits of the pilot pro-
gram, saying  “We wanted to engage the 
high school students in the Stratford-Perth 
area who may need to still complete their 
high school volunteer hours in order to 
graduate. We know that during the pan-
demic it’s probably a bit of a challenge for 
them to find places to volunteer with a lot 
of businesses being closed or people work-
ing remotely. But at the same time it helps 
us too. It is challenging to recruit addition-
al foster volunteers in the Stratford-Perth 

area.”
As a result of the pandemic, the Humane 

Society has fortunately seen an increase in 
the number of foster volunteers. With more 
people working from home, there has been 
greater demand for the friendly compan-
ionship a pet provides. For those who love 
having a pet around, but are unsure about 
caring for it after returning to work or 
school in-person, the foster program could 
be a great option. Anya says, “They would 
have had the benefit of working with the an-
imal and knowing that they’ve helped their 
community, but not having to worry about 
rehoming their pet.” For a student looking 
to return to school in the fall, fostering a 
pet over the summer could be a great op-
portunity, since the typical timeline for the 
student program is just a couple of weeks. 

There are a number of reasons an an-
imal may be a candidate for the Humane 
Society’s foster program. If they have 
medical conditions, are too young, or are 
recovering from surgery or a behavioural 
program, they may need a temporary home 
before they are ready for adoption. In the 
case of the Student Foster Program, all the 
animals being distributed have no exist-
ing medical conditions in order to provide 
a straight-forward experience for younger 
participants. Most of these pets are ones 
that simply haven’t been adopted yet, but 
could benefit from some personalized care 
and social interaction. 

It is currently kitten season at the Humane 
Society, so kittens make up a number of the 
pets available for adoption. Along with cats, 

pocket pets, such as rabbits, hamsters, rats, 
and guinea pigs are also available through 
the program. Anya mentions, “Because it’s 
a pilot program, we could see it evolving, 
changing, adapting over time, but if the 
parent and the student both feel comfort-
able, they can expand the type of animals 
they look after.” Anya also mentions that 
they are pleased with the amount of inter-
est being shown in the program, mention-
ing that numerous students have reached 
out already, excited about the opportunity. 

She is optimistic about the growth of the 
program and the possibility of expanding 
to their Kitchener site in the future. 

Whether students are looking to collect 
volunteer hours, hoping to pursue a career 
in animal care, or simply love spending 
time with pets, the Student Foster Pro-
gram can help them accomplish these goals 
while having a positive impact on the com-
munity. Every animal that is placed in fos-
ter care creates a space for another animal 
within the Humane Society centre.

DELANEY REGEHR

Reporter

FINDING A NEW HOME
Kevin the cat, pictured on his first day in a new family home after a stay at the Strat-
ford-Perth Humane Society.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Humane Society introduces Student Foster Program

Big turnout for Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day

Lakeside Closure

The City of Stratford reported that nearly 800 vehicles 
passed through the Rotary Complex on Saturday, July 17 
for the Household Hazardous Waste Collection event – an 
average of better than two vehicles per minute during the 
six-hour window.

An outstanding amount of 34,285 kilograms (just over 
75,000 pounds) of hazardous waste was collected. The 

City’s press release put this amount in perspective by de-
scribing the amount as enough to fill two 53-foot tractor 
trailers. Or, according to the website themeasureofthings.
com, it’s the same weight as about five-and-a-half ele-
phants.

Mark your calendars for the next Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Day, which is Saturday, September 25, 
2021 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Rotary Complex 
parking lot.

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

As a way of promoting 
active transportation and 
to allow for safe social 
distancing outside, the 
City of Stratford will be 
temporarily closing a sec-
tion of Lakeside Drive on 
weekends this summer.

From now until Sep-
tember 7, Lakeside Drive 
will be closed from Front 
Street to Morenz Drive, 
starting on the Friday af-
ternoon and ending on the 

Monday morning.
The eastbound lane 

of Lakeside Drive, be-
tween Waterloo Street and 
Morenz Drive, will also be 
closed during that period.

For everyone’s safety, 
we would like to remind 
cyclists not to ride their 
bicycles on the sidewalk 
on the south side of the 
river. If using that side-
walk, please walk your 
bicycle.
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There’s always this interesting feeling 
you get when you’re watching something 
new for the first time, and this time even 
more so as I literally watched a new di-
mension being created.  

In late July, I was at the first showing 
of the Hologram Concert Series in Strat-
ford at the beautiful Revival House. I had 
seen a sneak preview of the show prior, 
but not in its full capacity. 

The stage not only comes to life with 
the virtual musicians but there are 3D 
objects and backgrounds coming to life 
around them. People applauded at the 
end of each song, I believe because you 
feel as if you are part of this concert and 
even better with great front row seats! 

The night marked the first of this inno-
vative concert series premiering a band 
portraying the music of Led Zeppelin. 
The large impressive sound brought you 
the sense of being right in the middle of 
the concert floor with the bass rumbling 
and the guitars whaling as the singer and 
musicians perfectly recreated each song. 

I must say the dinner was also amazing 
that accompanied the concert, with the 
always-anticipated great tastes and dish-
es created by the Revival House. It was 
all such an amazing experience covering 
all of the senses!  

The world is changing at a great speed 
and I know that this 3D experience (which 
required NO glasses) is just the begin-
ning of a new era. The ground-breaking 
technology that was required to build 
this experience is just the beginning, as 
I see the potential for it to grow into so 

many more applications!  As the creators 
explained as the video library begins to 
grow, more great music and entertain-
ment will be brought to the stage/screen 
for people to enjoy and experience. Ven-
ues and events that are looking for new 
and innovative ideas to bring in an audi-
ence and entertain can bring this to their 
locations.  

I am so excited to be sitting and watch-
ing from the ground floor of a new tech-
nological revolution. If you’re a “Treky” 
it’s like watching the “holodeck” (but not 
yet being in it), though I’m sure that’s just 
around the corner! The hologram concert 
series was inspired by the pandemic re-
strictions as a way to bring “almost live” 
music to audiences and to provide a safe 
way for people to enjoy music, socially 
distanced, and allow artists to continue 
to perform. Once again proving that “ne-
cessity is the mother of all invention!”  

So, if you’re looking to “get back out” 
and experience live music but you’re not 
quite ready for the large concerts and 
travel, this is the perfect way to enjoy an 
evening and dinner. By looking up Di-
mensional Holo Imaging on Facebook or 
the Web, you can tap into the events and 
discover new concerts as they emerge! So 
far there is Holo Zed with a Led Zeppe-
lin Show and award-winning Bruno Nes-
ci bringing to life the music and image 
of Elvis. Coming soon is the Pink Floyd 
Holo show, and many more to follow!  

I guess this is a great example of see-
ing is believing and that I can only try 
to share with you what a cool experience 
this is. If you’re looking for a brand-new 
experience, look no further. This is en-
tertainment in a whole new Dimension!

STEPH MARTIN

Contributor

VIRTUAL MUSICIANS
Patrons at Revival House enjoyed not only a fantastic dinner but also a memorable “Led 
Zeppelin” rock concert unlike anything they’d seen before.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Hologram concerts: a new dimension of entertainment

Upcoming info sessions an 
opportunity to learn about 

Good Governance 

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!
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Let my experience work for you!

YOUR HOMETOWN
REALTOR

If you are considering selling or buying a house and 
would like a realtor who will work hard for you, then let 
my experience work for you. Serving Stratford, Tavistock 

and area since 1994. 
I can be reached 

at either
Bus: 519-273-4400 | 
Res: 519-655-2548
Cell: 519-272-7676 

or by email: 
mseby@rogers.com

The City of Stratford announced in late 
July that a four-part series of “Good Gov-
ernance” public information sessions are 
in the works for later this fall. 

The goal of the interactive sessions is 
to provide citizens “with a better under-
standing of how the City of Stratford op-
erates, including the role of Council and 
administration.”

The information has been divided into 
four separate sessions:

• Overview of City Government – what 
the City can and can’t do

• Understanding Roles in the City – what 
the Mayor, Council, CAO and administra-
tion do

• Engagement in Local Government – 
how citizens can get involved and have a 
positive impact

• City Finance – where the money comes 
from and where it goes

The sessions are being moderated by Ian 
McCormack, author of the 2020 book enti-

tled ‘Who’s Driving the Grader?’ McCor-
mack, a Certified Management Consultant 
and President of Strategic Steps Inc., is an 
expert is good governance issues.

More specific information on timing 
and registration for the sessions will be re-
leased by the City in due course. 

STEWART GRANT

Publisher
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The Background
It had all happened before.
Back in Shakespeare's time, 

theatres in London closed due to 
the threat of disease, in their case 
the Plague, widely known as the 
Black Death. Authorities closed 
theatres when deaths in the City 
exceeded 30 and they often did: 
sources say that between 1603 and 
1613 London theatres closed their 
doors for a total of 78 months, or 
six and a half years.

Things were different then. In 
these supposedly less perilous 
times, the Shakespearean Festival 
Theatre had never experienced 
a wholesale closure before 2020. 
The one cancelled performance, 
of the 2018 opening night, had 
been due not to an insidious air-
borne menace but rather to a bomb 
threat.

That all changed in 2020 and 
the appearance of COVID-19, the 
coronavirus we have all been liv-
ing with and trying to avoid for 
the past 16 months. At first, the se-
riousness of this was not clear and 
the date of the spring's opening 
was merely postponed but then 
the situation became obvious: 
there would be no 2020 Stratford 
season. When this was finally an-
nounced, Colm Feore said of the 
closure that it was "catastrophic" 
and it was: a full season of plays 
was wiped out, the planned grand 
opening of the new Tom Patter-
son Theatre in which Feore was 
to reprise the title role of Richard 
III played by Alec Guinness at the 
original Festival opening in 1953 
was a lost dream, and the lives 
and careers of the many Festival 
employees and actors were left in 
shocked disarray.

What was the Theatre to do? 
It turned to its audiences, the 

multitudes of theatre-goers whose 
plans for their annual trip to our 

drama Mecca for a theatrical feast 
were pre-empted by something 
too tiny to see. Throughout the 
coming months it made a virtue 
of necessity and, with digital re-
sources unimaginable back in 
Shakespeare's day, brought the 
stage they couldn't go to into the 
living-rooms of audiences ev-
erywhere. Showings of filmed 
productions from Coriolanus to 
Macbeth to Timon of Athens, 
complemented by insightful in-
terviews with those involved in 
them, filled Thursday evenings 
and another programme Saturday 
made sure the connection with the 
theatre continued online. By the 
time 2021 rolled around, the Strat-
ford site had become a familiar 
one to most viewers.

This year -- An exercise in 
downsizing

But what of 2021? What was the 
prognosis for its season?

Usually the plays for the com-
ing year are announced in the fall 
and work on them begins early 
in the New Year. The fall months 
of 2020 however, fraught as they 
were with uncertainty, gave no 
reason to cast anything in stone. 
The theatre considered the situ-
ation closely as it unfolded, no 
doubt consulted often with ex-
perts, and tried to decide the best 
course for the coming year. What-
ever they decided would have to 
be chosen based on considerations 
of cast size, along with the stage 
and seating, and be flexible.

A playlist of six was made that 
included two plays, The Rez Sis-

ters and Three Tall Women, res-
urrected from the year before; 
they both had relatively small 
casts compared to the large ones 
required by most Shakespearean 
productions and musicals. Two 
Shakespearean adaptations, of 
Midsummer Night's Dream and 
R+J (from Romeo and Juliet) were 
added, and the remaining two ad-
ditions were the children's play I 
Am William, about Shakespeare, 
and Serving Elizabeth. 

When it came to the theatre set-
ting itself, the challenge was even 
greater. Restrictions about group 
size were in place and were likely 
to remain there for some time; this 
ruled out using any of the regular 
theatres. In addition, an audience 
by its very nature is a captive au-
dience and susceptible to airborne 
particles. An outdoor venue with 
appropriate spacing seemed the 
remedy to that problem since be-
ing outdoors was widely seen as 
the best way to avoid infection. 
There followed the construction 
of two outdoor canopies, one out-
side the Festival Theatre, and oth-
er next to the new Tom Patterson 
Theatre.

Tickets finally went on sale ear-
ly in July. 

The Plays
Midsummer Night's Dream, by 

William Shakespeare, directed by 
Peter Pasyk

Where: The Tom Patterson 
Theatre Canopy

Occurred: July 16 to August 1/
Opening July 
22

The Rez Sisters, by Tomson 
Highway, directed by Jessica Car-
michael

Where: The Tom Patterson 
Theatre Canopy.

When: July 23 to August 21/
Opening July 28

I Am William, directed by Es-
ther Jun. Text by Rebecca Der-
aspe. Music by Chloe Lacasse and 
Benoit Landry. English translation 
by Leanna Brodie. Book, lyrics 
and score developed at Theatre Le 
Clou.+

Where: Tom Patterson Theatre 
Canoply 

When: August 10 to Sept. 12/
Opening August 14

R + J, by William Shakespeare, 
Adapted by director Ravi Jain, 
Christine Home and Alex Bulmer. 
Produced in collaboration with the 
Why Not Theatre.

Where: Festival Theatre Cano-
py.

When: August 12 to September 
26/ Opening August 15

Edward Albee's Three Tall 
Women, directed by Diana Leb-
lanc

Where: Studio Theatre
When: August 10 to October 9/ 

Opening August 19
Serving Elizabeth, by Marcia 

Johnson, directed by Kimberly 
Rampersad and produced by spe-
cial arrangement with the Thou-
sand Islands Playhouse.

Where: The Tom Patterson 
Theatre Canopy.

When: August 28 to Sept. 26/
Opening Sept. 2

The Cabarets
To replace the usual musical, a 

big annual attraction, the theatre 
has decided to present five caba-
rets relevant to our times that are 
better adapted to cast and space 
restrictions. Each cabaret will run 
for two weeks and will be present-
ed at the Festival Theatre Canopy.

Why We Tell the Story: A Cele-

bration of Black Musical Theatre, 
ran from June 24 to July 11;

You Can't Stop the Beat: The 
Enduring Power of Musical The-
atre, occurred July 15 to July 31;

Play On! A Shakespeare-In-
spired Mixtape, July 29 to August 
15;

Freedom: Spirit and Legacy of 
Black Music, August 19 to Sep-
tember 5;

Finally There's a Sun: A Cabaret 
of Resilience. Sept. 9 to Sept. 26

Ticket Update:
The process of buying tickets 

is easier now than when they first 
went on sale July 7. Early in Au-
gust, the number available was 
increased substantially for all the 
theatres; the Tom Patterson The-
atre Canopy, for instance, now has 
a capacity of 227, up from 100. To 
purchase tickets, contact the box 
office at 1-800-567-1600 or 519-
273-1600 or go to the website at 
www.stratfordfestival.ca. Act fast 
if you want to see a play! Most 
tickets cost $75.00.

Postscript
The much-missed Christopher 

Plummer once spoke in an inter-
view about his early experience 
at the Stratford Festival in 1956. 
That was the year before the per-
manent Festival Theatre was built 
so productions were still in a tent. 
Of this venue Plummer said it had 
the benefit that "it kept everyone 
fresh because it looked as though 
it was temporary." Once built, he 
continued, the new theatre "was 
marvellous and permanent but it 
had lost the sense of adventure."

Perhaps everyone can agree that 
this has been and still is a year of 
high adventure, for better or worse 
-- and there are some temporary 
canopies to show for it!

(Writer Julia Schneider has a 
M.A. in Medieval and Renais-
sance Drama from the University 
of Waterloo)

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Contributor

People looking to pay for parking using 
their smartphone can now do so in Strat-
ford.

This summer, the City of Stratford an-
nounced the rollout of HotSpot Parking, a 
mobile app that allows users to pay for city 
parking on their cell phone. Motorists can 
still use coins at the meters where accepted 
and can still use the pay-by-plate stations 
in parking lots. The hourly parking rates 
are also remaining the same.

According to the City, HotSpot allows 
people to park for parking using their 

smartphone, receive alerts when their time 
is about to expire, and top up their park-
ing session remotely. Additionally, the 
HotSpot app can refund users for unused 
parking time. For example, if you paid for 
three hours using a HotSpot meter but only 
used two hours, you would receive a re-
fund for the unused hour through the app.

There are two membership options de-
pending on how often you park in Strat-
ford. The basic HotSpot account will col-
lect a convenience charge of 20 cents per 
session, up to $2 per month (the same cost 
as the monthly membership option). For 
frequent parkers, an annual $20 member-
ship is available.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

HotSpot Parking now 
available in Stratford

Back to Basics this year at Stratford Festival

Continued from page 5
“Many people I represent still lack af-

fordable and reliable high-speed internet,” 
Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pettapiece 
stated. “The pandemic has certainly high-
lighted the need to fix this, but as we know, 
it has been a problem for many years.

“This has long been a major priority for 
me. Our local municipalities have also 
been pressing the provincial and federal 
governments to do more. I congratulate 
them on their hard-work, which is paying 
off,” Pettapiece added.

Communities that will receive fund-
ing include Shakespeare, Newton, Gads 
Hill, Hesson, Millbank, Poole, Amulree, 
Rostock, Milverton, Dorking, St. Pauls 
Station, Rannoch, Wellburn, Mitchell, 
Brodhagen, Fullarton, Staffa, Dublin, 
among others.

This funding builds on additional in-
vestments from the province, including 
$14.7 million for 13 projects through the 
ICON program.

In its 2021 budget, the province commit-
ted to invest nearly $4 billion to connect 
every region in Ontario to high-speed in-
ternet by the end of 2025. This is the larg-
est single investment in high-speed inter-
net, in any province, by any government 
in Canadian history.

“I am extremely pleased by this an-
nouncement,” Pettapiece added. “Parents, 
students, businesses and community orga-
nizations will all benefit. All of us in rural 
Ontario will benefit.”

The funding comes on the heels of pre-
vious broadband investments of $2 mil-
lion and $5.5 million throughout Welling-
ton and Perth counties in recent months. 
These investments aim to bring high-
speed, reliable internet to underserved ar-
eas across Perth-Wellington.

...High speed



August 2021 11Stratford Times

During pre-pandemic days, I used to 
long for a way of getting to St. Marys 
from Stratford that didn't involve a train 
or taxi ride costing more than $20.00. 
When it was delivered into my hands, 
however, through PC Connect, a joint 
project between the City of Stratford and 
the County of Perth that started in No-
vember, I was no longer contemplating 
trips to places farther than the corner of 
my street and so I put travel out of my 
mind and just stayed put.

Now that people seem to be on the 
move again, I wondered what was hap-
pening with PC Connect and hoped that 
it was still up and running. I found it was, 
with five different routes running through 
Stratford; four of them had started in No-
vember while the fifth had its inaugural 
run in January. 

PC Connect offers residents looking 
to shop a reasonably-priced means to 
get about and then have some money to 
spend when they get to their destination. 
For those travelling for work, or to an ap-
pointment, it means less money spent on 
travel and more available for other things. 
For those who just want to see some local 
sites, and visit a neighbouring town,  it of-
fers a way to see the countryside without 
feeling self-indulgent. A ticket on the lon-
ger routes costs $12.00 ($6.00 for seniors) 
while tickets on the short cross-country 
junkets run $6.00 for adults and $5.00 for 
seniors.

In the period between the PC Connect 
start-up in November and when I looked 
at it again, I found the service had gone 
through various stages. In January 2021 
the Beacon-Herald published an article 
looking at fluctuations in ridership which, 

not surprisingly, had been much affected 
by lockdowns and travel cautions. 

What has happened since then? Partly 
to find out but  mostly to visit some of my 
favourite haunts in St. Marys, I boarded 
the PC Connect bus to The Stone Town 
June 13 and then again on July 7. What 
were my impressions?

Getting on the bus, which left from 
the Transit Hub near the Stratford "Y" 
promptly at 2:00 p.m., I stuck my $5.00 
fare (exact fare needed) into the fare 
box and took a seat in the capacious and  
comfortable, air-conditioned vehicle. I 
had my choice of seats; I was the only 
passsenger. We breezed around Stratford, 
passing a possible pick-up stop without 
having to stop, before heading out Erie 
Street to  the highway, detoured to make 
the scheduled  stop in St. Pauls,  and 
arrived at St. Marys Town Hall shortly 
after 2:30. Three hours later, after renew-
ing my acquaintance with favorite sights 
and stores in town, I boarded the return 
bus, paid my fare, took my seat and trav-
elled home -- again the sole passenger on 
board.

Was this typical? On my next trip July 7 
I was again the only passenger, although 
on my return someone got off when I got 
on in St. Marys. Shortly after this I called 
Stephanie Potter, Policy & Research As-
sociate at Stratford City Hall, to find out 
more.

Stephanie was enthusiastic about PC 
Connect and wanted to get the word out 

about it. She was quick to acknowledge  
the disadvantage of starting the service 
in November, but was hopeful that rid-
ership would increase significantly now 
that travel restrictions are easing. When I 
commented on the many students I used 
to  see on the bus when the Chaco-Trails 
and then Greyhound still serviced the 
London - St. Marys - Stratford route, she 
said that she expected students would be 
a large demographic interested in the PC 
Connect buses, especially those using 
the route that now went to the University 
of Waterloo.

She also provided me with ridership 
statistics for other past eight months, 
from November to June. The highest was 
on the Route A, Perth County North, 
which had 589 passengers during that 
period, followed by Route 2, which runs 
from Kitchener to St. Marys, with 320 
riders. Overall there were 1,346 pas-
sengers on the four routes as well as the 
fifth, Route 3, which began operating in 

January 2021. On Route B, my preferred 
route, there were only 147 rides recorded, 
of which I must be two  since I made that 
round trip in June!

The complete routes are as follows:
Route 1 (K/W to Listowel): Waterloo, 

St. Jacobs, Elmira, Listowel.
Route 2 (K/W to St.Marys): Water-

loo, New Hamburg, Stratford, St. Marys.
Route 3 (London to Stratford): Lon-

don, St. Marys, Stratford
Route A (Perth County North): Strat-

ford, Gads Hill, Brunner, Milverton, 
Newton, Millbank, Listowel, Atwood, 
Monkton, Mitchell, Stratford.

Route B (Perth County South): Strat-
ford, St.Pauls, St.Marys, Kirkton, Mitch-
ell, Sebringville, Stratford.

Don't miss a good deal; I hope to see 
you on the bus!

For more information about schedules 
and routes, call 1-888-465-0783 or visit 
the county website http://www.perth-
county.ca and look under Living Here.       

 According to the City of Stratford, nearly 
a tonne of used batteries was diverted from 
the landfill at the municipality’s July House-
hold Hazardous Waste Collection Depot.

The City also reminded its residents that 
batteries should not be thrown in the gar-
bage and that properly recycling batteries 
helps protect the environment, as well as 
reducing fire hazards. Additionally, materi-

als reclaimed from recycled batteries can be 
used to create products such as new batter-
ies, watches, bicycles, golf clubs, and small 
appliances.

 There are several ways to properly recy-
cle your used batteries, including:

• Place used batteries back in their origi-
nal packaging, if available; or

• Put tape over the positive (+) or charging 
terminals (don’t cover the label); or

• Place rechargeable batteries in clear 
sealable bags – one battery per bag

Used batteries can also be dropped off 
during operating hours at various municipal 
offices that have designated containers or 
bins, a full list of which can be found below. 
Some retailers in Stratford, St. Marys, and 
Perth County also accept used batteries, and 
a map and full list of participating retailers 
can be found at call2recycle.ca/locator.

• Landfill site – 777 Romeo Street South

• City Hall – 1 Wellington Street
• City Hall Annex – 82 Erie Street
• Rotary Complex – 353 McCarthy Road 

West
• Public Works Yard – 303 King Street
• Stratford Fire Station No. 1 – 388 Erie 

Street
• Stratford Public Library – 19 St. Andrew 

Street

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Contributor

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

Coming and going with PC Connect

NEED A RIDE?
PC Connect provide residents with affordable transportation options within Perth County, 
and surrounding areas including Stratford, St. Marys, Kitchener/Waterloo, and London. 

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Stratford residents recycle almost 1,000 kilograms of batteries in July

I N  D O W N T O W N  S T R A T F O R D ! 

Sophistication & Charm
Book Now!www.graysonmills.ca
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Amongst the abundance of things to do 
in Stratford, there are two self-guided at-
tractions that are a must to add to your 
bucket list. The first is Stratford’s Choco-
late Trail, offered year-round for only $30 
+ HST which includes six stops of your 
choosing and can be used consecutively 
or at your leisure. 

The second is the Bacon & Ale Trail, a 
another self-guided tour which is also for 
$30 + HST and includes five stops mostly 
located in Stratford with a few just out-
side of the city, the farthest being 15 min-
utes. The latter just commenced last week 
for the remainder of 2021.

The Chocolate Trail
Each stop is unique on this trail and 

offers a chocolate treat for participants 
from one of Stratford’s many talented 
chocolatiers. You can meet the makers, 
learn a bit of history, plan your own route, 
and follow a self-guided tour with audio 
by local musician, Dayna Manning along 
with music from her latest album, Morn-
ing Light. She offers a behind the scenes 
peak at the different business and their 
stories. There are 21 optional stops you 
can choose from and may even purchase 
extra passes if 6 locations aren’t enough 
to satiate your ‘choclately’ cravings!

Chocolate Trail passes are available on-

line, downtown Stratford at Destination 
Stratford at 47 Downie Street, Bradshaws 
at 129 Ontario Street, Small-Mart at 119 
Ontario Street and the Werk Shop at 111 
Ontario Street. Tickets are valid year-
round through to December 31, 2021. 
You must redeem your gift certificate 
at Destination Stratford before embark-
ing on your chosen trail in exchange for 
vouchers. 

The Bacon & Ale Trail
A match made in heaven, this trail intro-

duces you to the county’s fine local pork 
product history and our up-and-coming 
brewing culture.  The Bacon & Ale trail 
offers 15 delightful locations of which you 
can select five from. Again, you can pur-
chase extra passes and they do not need to 
be redeemed all in the same day. The same 
guidelines apply as to the Chocolate Trail 
and tickets can be both redeemed and pur-
chased at the same locations. It should be 
noted that the Bacon & Ale trail does not 
run year-round like the Chocolate Trail, 
but from July 23-December 31. Passes do 
not need to be used in one day but can be 
at your discretion. There is an audio tour 
in the works featuring Dayna Manning for 
this trail as well, so stay tuned!

The Bacon & Ale Trail can also be ac-

commodated to be alcohol-free if desired, 
and the following article illustrates what 
some of these locations have to offer www.
baconismagic.ca/Canada/bacon-and-ale-
trail or  https://visitstratford.ca/contact/ 
(Menu > Discover, will take you to how 
to purchase online). You may also pick up 
brochures featuring participating vendors.

Both trails can be accessed on foot if 
you’d like to sightsee in Stratford except 
for a few locations in nearby Shakespeare 
and St. Marys. Park your car in downtown 
Stratford and head out on your chosen 
adventure! Not only do these customized 
trails offer the opportunity to explore the 
vicinity and the wonderful things Strat-
ford has to offer, but they make excellent 
gifts for others to tailor for themselves and 
create fabulous local memories.  

Destination Stratford: 1-800-561-7926 
(SWAN) or 519-271-5140

LAUREN EEDY

Contributor

Exploring and Savouring Stratford’s Tantalizing Trails
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HISTORICAL BUILDING
Just steps from the Grand Trunk Shops this row of townhouses were built 1888 featuring 
Gothic Revival and Queen Anne Influences.

STRATFORD HISTORY: 105-109 St. David Historical Building

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTOS)

Ubiquitous in Toronto, this bay-and-ga-
ble row is a rare gem in Stratford. Popular 
in the 1880s these rows, often constructed 
with Gothic Revival and Queen Anne in-
fluences, take their name from the protrud-
ing bays and accompanying - and often 
decorative - gables. Most rows of this style 
are two-and-a-half storeys which permit 
maximum space on a narrow lot. 

This c. 1888 row, located at 105-109 St. 

David Street, features decorative barge-
board along the gables and shed roofs cov-
ering the entry porches. Buff brick is pres-
ent in the bay corners, decorative detailing, 
and around the windows. Older or original 
windows are still present along the first 
storey and have segmentally arched heads. 
107 and 109 St. David mirror each other 
in form. The east side of the row has a fire 
wall while the west side has a gable with 
decorative bargeboard. It is likely that this 
row was constructed to accommodate a 
growing population as the Grand Trunk 

shops, located just across the street, were 
expanded in 1888.

In 1902, Albert Klophel, Maggie Dug-
gan, and Thomas J. May lived at 105-109 
St. David Street.

Albert Klophel, who was a machinist at 
the GTR Shops, was born on June 13th, 
1864. Though German, Albert’s father, 
William, was born at sea on an English 
ship. He was a professor of music. Albert 
Klophel lived here with his wife, Emily 
Pitcher, who was three years his senior and 
came from nearby Guelph. Klophel died in 
April 1903 at the age of 39. Emily likely 
moved to Toronto in 1917 where she lived 
for 31 years until she was 86. 

Maggie Duggan would've been neigh-
bours with Albert and Emily, at least for 

a short time. Born on August 26th, 1859, 
Maggie was an Irish Catholic immigrant 
who worked as a clerk at the J.A. Duggan 
dry goods store that was located down-
town at 18-24 Downie Street.

T.J. May was a traveler and tea merchant 
who was married to English-born Alice 
May. They would have lived there with 
their son and two daughters.

In 1999, 105-109 St. David Street was 
designated under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act.

Hayden Bulbrook works as a cultural 
heritage researcher for TMHC, a Lon-
don-based heritage and archaeology firm. 
In his spare time he creates content for @
StratfordHistory and @BricksofOntario 
on Instagram.

HAYDEN BULBROOK

Contributor
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PERTH COUNTY MURAL
N5A Studio has created a mural of Perth County located at 131 Queen St., a few steps from the Festival Theatre.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Chiropractic handover

Dr. Phil Sammut, chiropractor has re-
cently taken over for Dr. Tom Walden.  Dr. 
Tom Walden had been taking care of pa-
tients for 35 years here in Stratford.  Many 
of you will recognize the yellow brick 
house at 258 Ontario Street that has been 
a pillar of health for so long.  

For those of you did not know, Dr. Tom 
Walden was born and raised here in Strat-
ford and was a dedicated professional.  He 
was always involved in the town, and for 
many years was a member of the Optimist 
Club before becoming its president.  A stal-
wart in the town with activity at the heart, 
Dr. Walden was an amateur pilot and sailor 
and his adventures took him and his fami-
ly all over the world.  Times have changed 
and Dr. Walden has made a shift in life.  He 
has not retired but transitioned from doctor 
to farmer!  From taking care of the body to 
taking care of our food, and with that has 
come the introduction of Dr. Phil Sammut.

Dr. Phil, as he like to be called (patent 
pending) has been a resident of Stratford 
for 4 years.  He lives here with wife and 
son and feels right at home.  What is not 
love about this town! The food, the sights, 
the theater, and of course the people.  Dr. 

Phil attended Queen’s University in Kings-
ton where he graduated with honors and 
received his Chiropractic degree from the 
Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College 
in Toronto.  In between Dr. Phil spent al-
most 10 years working in South Korea 
where he developed a passion for Asian 
food and culture.  His Korean language 
ability is not too bad either. 안녕하세요 
(hello in Korean).  

Dr. Phil will be devoting his time between 
a practice in Cambridge where he works 
with a wonderful team of health care pro-
viders and his practice in Stratford where 
he will over time develop a similar team to 
provide some of the best health care.   Chi-
ropractic care has  a simple premise, help-
ing your body help you. Dr. Phil provides 
care to the entire family, from new born 
babies to those who are getting up there 
in their years. He uses a variety of chiro-
practic techniques ranging from hands on 
treatment to the Activator Method.  He is 
a firm believer that you have to move well 
and move often and will prescribe the right 
exercise for the right issue.   You can visit 
the website at www.drphilsammut.ca and 
call to make an appointment if you wish. 

CHANGE OF HANDS
Dr. Tom Walden (left) after 35 years of practicing chirpractic health care has retired. Dr. 
Phil Sammut (right) has taken over Tom's practice.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Festivals, events across 
Perth-Wellington to receive 

$605,032
Perth-Wellington – The Ontario govern-

ment is providing over $605,000 to cultur-
al organizations in Perth and Wellington 
counties, Perth-Wellington MPP Randy 
Pettapiece announced recently. This fund-
ing is provided through Ontario’s Recon-
nect Festivals and Events Program.

It should come as welcome news to tour-
ism and cultural organizations, many of 
which had to close during the pandemic. 
The program is designed to support the 
festivals and events sector, while helping 
municipalities and organizations deliver 
innovative and safe experiences that allow 
people to reconnect with their communi-
ties.

“Tourism and culture are vital in our 

area,” Pettapiece said. “Advocating on their 
behalf has always been a priority of mine. 
That will continue.”

The funding is part of a $50 million in-
vestment across Ontario for 439 festivals 
and events and includes the Celebrate On-
tario Blockbuster Program (COBP). COBP 
supports municipalities and organizations 
in Ontario by drawing significant tourist 
attendance and spending and raising On-
tario’s tourist profile nationally and inter-
nationally.

“I am very pleased that our government 
recognizes the importance of the tourism 
and culture industry in Ontario,” Pettapiece 
added. “These investments will help revive 
and reconnect our communities”.

Our main focus is
weddings, but with party

planning being our
specialty, any special event

can be uniquely designed
by our experts creating a
devine design unique to

your specific event. 

 (519 )  348 -4191

INFO@DEVINEWEDDINGDESIGN.CA

WWW.DEVINEWEDDINGDESIGN.CA

Investments in the local area are as follows:
Organization Name Event Name Funding
Pazzo Pizzeria, Cafe Bouffon . Here For Now 2021 New Works Festival . . . . $55,000
Stratford Festival . . . . . . . . . . . Raising the Tent: 2021 Outdoor Season . . . . $250,000
Stratford Summer Music. . . . . Tour the Town with Stratford Summer Music  . $26,307
Drayton Entertainment . . . . . . .Digital Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$76,225
Stratford Tourism Alliance . . . .Lights On Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$197,500
Total  $605,032
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Famme & Co. Professional Corporation is 
Stratford’s latest living wage champion

Famme & Co. Professional Corpora-
tion, a Stratford based accounting firm, 
is among the latest organizations to cer-
tify as a living wage employer in the 
Champion category.

A living wage is calculated based on 
what it costs for a family of four adults 
working full-time for 35 hours a week, 
including government transfers and de-
ductions. That number is determined an-
nually by the United Way Perth-Huron 
(UWPH) Social Research and Planning 
Council and the Ontario Living Wage 
Network (OWLN).

“Although as an organization we have 
previously met the local living wage cri-
teria our hope through officially joining 
the Ontario Living Wage Network is that 
we can inspire other local businesses to 
become living wage employers while re-
affirming our continued commitment to 
the Southwestern Ontario communities 
we serve,” said Lindsay Clarke, Human 
Resources and Administrative Manager 
of Famme & Co. Professional Corpora-
tion, in a release.

There are about 34 certified living 
wage employers in the Huron Perth area. 
UWPH Executive Director Ryan Erb 
commented on the variety of businesses 
on the list.

“Anyone in business can certify and 
pay living wages and be a good busi-
ness,” he said. “Some people might ar-
gue that there are some kinds of busi-
nesses that just can’t survive and pay a 
living wage. The variety we have says 
differently.”

The number takes everyday expenses 
into account, including child care (ages 
3 and 7), housing (three bedroom rental) 
transportation, food, clothing (including 
footwear), medical, hydro, phone (two 
mobile plans) education, Internet access, 
and other expenses.

Income and deductions from govern-
ment taxes and transfers are included in 
the calculations. That number in 2019 

was $17.55 an hour, but UWPH Erb ex-
pects it to increase this year.

“I’m sure it’s going to go up - hous-
ing prices, obviously, there’s been a lot 
of inflation related to housing and other 
costs. We expect that number to go up, 
and that’s a challenge,” said Erb.

“We also encourage employers to con-
tinue to increase their wages to meet the 
needs of employees in our region.”

The OLWN did not conduct a calcu-
lation last year due to the pandemic, he 
added, because “the numbers wouldn’t 
have been as reliable as usual.” The local 
living wage in 2021 is expected to be de-
termined in November.

The living wage varies depending on 
the region, said Erb. For instance, that 
number is $16.35 an hour in the Waterloo 
Region, and $22.08 an hour in Toronto.

“That’s based on local differences. 
Primarily, it’s things like daycare and 
transportation that drive differences,” 
said Erb.

Not only does paying a living wage 
benefit the employee, but the employ-
er benefits through decreased turnover 
rates and retraining costs, increased staff 
morale and loyalty, improved productiv-
ity and service delivery, and enhanced 
marketing strategy for recruitment.

“Simultaneously in our area here, we 
have quite a labour force shortage,” ex-
plained Erb, listing the Stratford and 
Grey Bruce area as examples. “There 
has been an embracing of the living wage 
idea as a way to attract employees.”

Anyone interested in becoming a cer-
tified living wage employer can apply on 
the OWLN website. OWLN staff will 

then review the enrollment form and 
contact the workplace to address any 
questions and determine the level of rec-
ognition.

After that, staff will set a date with 
the workplace staff to sign the employer 
declaration and receive the Living Wage 
Employer Certificate. Then, the work-
place is publicly recognized through so-
cial media, events and publications.

A periodic review is done when the 
living wage calculation is updated. Em-
ployers have six months to make adjust-
ments for the new rate.

There are three levels of certification, 
including: supporter, where all perma-
nent, full-time employees are paid a 
living wage; leader, where all perma-
nent, full-time and part-time employees 
are paid a living wage; and champion, 
where all permanent full-time and part-
time employees are paid a living wage, 
including all externally contracted staff 
that provide service on a regular basis.

Other local certified living wage em-
ployers include: Aeonic Kitchens, A 
Touch of Dutch Landscaping and Gar-
den Services Ltd., Bluewater Recycling 
Association, B.M. Ross and Associates 
Limited, Bodmin Limited, Boshart In-
dustries, Camp-Out RV, Connection 
Chiropractic, County of Huron, Drum-
mond Brothers Landscaping, FIO Au-
tomotive, FGC Limited, FnA Construc-
tion, Hay Communications, Lakeshore 
Construction, Libro Credit Union, Local 
Community Food Centre, Luckhardt 
Landworks, MacLeods Scottish Shop, 
Municipality of North Perth, North 
Perth Chamber of Commerce, On Stage 
Dance Studio, Ontariobeerkegs Inc., 
Partners Paints & Paper, Peter Marang-
er & Associates Inc., The Co-operators, 
Point Farms Market and Miniature Golf, 
Quadro Communications Co-operative 
Inc., Ross Yantzi’s Pavestone Plus, South 
West Ontario Veterinary Services, Unit-
ed Way Perth-Huron, Ward & Uptigrove 
Chartered Professional Accountants, 
Williams Drainage, Woodcock Brothers 
Transportation Group. 

ONTARIO LIVING WAGE NETWORK
Left to right: Stacey Campbell, Judd Attridge, Lindsay Clarke of Famme & Co.
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KIWANIS CLUB OF STRATFORD
The Kiwanis Club is pleased to continue working 

with the House of Blessing and The Local as they pro-
vide food resources to children and families impacted 
by the pandemic. The Club is thrilled with the positive 
impact of our initiative to distribute fresh fruits and 
vegetables to families who use the House of Blessing 
food bank. Additionally, the Kiwanis Club is excited 
to begin plans for the upcoming school year, including 
another year of our K-Kids program at Romeo Public 
School and the launch of a new builder’s club, available 
to Grade 7 students at Stratford Intermediate.

OPTIMIST CLUB OF STRATFORD
The Optimist Club of Stratford was happy to con-

tribute financially to the start-up costs of the Stratford 
Sabrecats Track Club. The Track club, founded three 
years ago, aims to provide affordable competitive and 
non-competitive track and field opportunities for those 
in the Stratford area. Additionally, the Optimist Club 
held its annual Bike Rodeo, in partnership with the 
Stratford Police and a local bike shop. Unfortunate-
ly, due to pandemic regulations the in-person bicycle 
course has been cancelled the past two years, but the 
bicycle raffle was able to continue virtually.

OPTIMIST CLUB OF STRATFORD 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

For the 2021 year, the Optimist Club of Stratford 
Charitable Foundation was excited to award two bursa-
ries to graduating students at each of the two secondary 
schools (Stratford District Secondary School and Strat-
ford St. Michael Catholic Secondary School). These 
bursaries are intended to celebrate students who have 
made an impact working with children and youth in the 
community. The Foundation was also able to make a 
donation to the Stratford General Hospital Foundation 
to purchase a Maternal/Child/Infant Isolette (incubator).

Community Connects

VERONICA REINER

Reporter
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Continued from front
The roof is built over historic steel trusses, 

so the removal will be conducted in a way in 
which the historic materials are properly pre-
served. Approximately 100,000 square feet 
of roofing must be removed, beginning with 
the skylights and old roof planks, which will 
be stored safely for any future purpose they 

may provide. In addition to the skylights 
and planks, any felt or tar roofing materials 
containing asbestos will also be removed to 
create a safe working environment moving 
forward. 

The second task involves the cleaning, 
restoring, and priming of the historic steel 
trusses, and the third task requires bracing 

and stabilizing the trusses that are deemed 
functional for future use. Joan Thomson says 
“We don’t know at this point what the com-
plete use of the facility will be.”

The first phase of the implementation plan 
will commence this fall and is expected to be 
finished in early 2022. By completing these 
tasks, the Council hopes to clarify more of 

the unknowns surrounding the project, in-
cluding safety liabilities, architectural de-
sign, and cost projections. At that time they 
will be able to make further decisions ad-
dressing the specifics of the site’s redesign. 

Goals for 2022 include assessing the re-
moved skylights and roofing planks, remov-
ing buildings deemed unusable, developing 
a road network, addressing electrical and 
other service needs, and looking into the ar-
chitectural design of the Hub. 

In addition to announcing the start of the 
reconstruction of the property, the Council 
made a statement regarding the transit hub 
on site and the progression of the Master 
Plan.

The Master Plan consists of eleven key el-
ements that ensure the space will be used to 
its fullest potential. More information about 
these elements can be found on the City’s 
website, however, the Council was happy to 
provide an update on the fifth element, the 
bus terminal. The transit hub is complete and 
operational, and last year, two community 
transit pilot projects were launched that test 
the use of the new terminal. It is primarily 
used for bus passengers transferring between 
routes to Stratford, North Perth, St. Marys, 
the County of Perth, Kitchener, and London. 

Overall, the City of Stratford is looking 
forward to the continuation of the Grand 
Trunk Community Hub project, and the clar-
ifications the first phase of the implementa-
tion strategy will provide. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Grand Trunk Community Hub moving forward

The Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce would 
like to congratulate the Stratford Times and wish the 

paper the best of luck in keeping Stratford informed on 
what is happening in our community.  

The chamber is looking forward to welcoming you 
to our upcoming events in the near future. It’s been 
about a year and a half since we held things like our 

Business After 5 networking events, the Chamber Young 
Professionals or honouring all of the nominees for the 

Business Excellence Awards gala.  

The Chamber is here to serve all businesses in Perth 
County.  We offer a variety of programs and benefits to 
help make our businesses the very best they can be.  

Please check out our website and social media sites 
and if your business needs things like the Rapid Testing 
Kits please know the chamber has them free of charge.  

You can order them and find out more about the 
chamber at www.stratfordchamber.com.

www.stratfordchamber.com
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519-393-8726

WEDNESDAY
Footlong dog with fresh-cut fries 

THURSDAY
Dave's homemade or water
buffalo burger with fresh-cut fries

FRIDAY
In-house made all you can eat fish
n' chips

SPECIALS

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$9.50

$6.00

$16.50

L’Arche Stratford, a not-for-profit social 
services organization that provides hous-
ing and support to people with develop-
mental disabilities, is one step closer to 
transforming their 426 Britannia Street 
headquarters into the vision of staff and 
the community. 

Last week, the charity announced that 
they hired a local general contractor, Feltz 
Design Build Ltd., to oversee the renova-
tion and construction of its future home. 
The company will assist with estimation, 
management, and project oversight, from 
the foundation to the roof.

“There is quite an expanding need with-
in the Huron Perth area for additional re-
sources connected to developmental ser-
vices,” noted executive director Stephanie 
Calma. Staff and the community came up 
with the idea to expand and renovate the 
space about four years ago. 

The current space is a former Montes-
sori school, 20,000 square feet, and fea-
tures a gymnasium. Calma said it does 
require significant renovations. 

The lower level is intended for educa-
tional and social activities, including an 
activity room, art studio, a multisenso-
ry room, along with a gym and kitchen. 
The main level is for L’Arche Stratford’s 
administration offices, and offers rental 
spaces to the community.

The upper floor will offer six one bed-
room suites and a shared living space for 

people with and without disabilities. Each 
suite has its own sitting area, bedroom, 
bathroom and kitchenette. 

“To foster friendship and communi-
ty, there will be a common kitchen, din-
ing room, laundry room and living room 
where those living in the suites could 
gather to have a meal together or enjoy 
spending time together reducing social 
isolation,” the organization told the Strat-
ford Times. 

They plan to offer an “in-between 
space” for the living suites that would al-
low for some social connection, but also 
provide the ability to live independently as 
well, said Calma. 

The expanded space will meet the needs 
of the community as a whole by providing 
affordable rental space for service clubs, 
not-for-profits, schools, weddings, and 
more. 

L’Arche Stratford emerged in 1973, and 
currently supports 29 core members. They 
have five homes, supported independent 
living and a day program. 

The charity is part of an international or-
ganization that started in France in 1964. 
L’Arche has branches in 38 countries that 
support 10,000 members with and without 
disabilities. 

The local branch launched the Be Be-
long Become campaign to raise $4.2-mil-
lion for the project, 80% of which will 
cover construction costs. The construction 
cost estimates have been confirmed by 
Marshall & Murray The remaining 20% 
will cover mortgage and campaign costs.

So far, L’Arche Stratford has reached 
more than 25% of the goal, receiving sup-
port and endorsement from local service 
clubs and church groups. 

“There’s an overwhelming sense of af-
firmation for the project, and support to 
say, ‘This is needed,’ and ‘we’d like to be 
participating in this,’” said Calma. 

All fundraising activities will be focused 
on this campaign, she added. “We’re start-
ing to really move into an outreach phase 
where we really want to bring the project 
to the community,” she said.

There is a golf tournament planned for 
September to raise money for the cam-
paign and a walk-a-thon in October. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)FELTZ DESIGN PARTNERS WITH L'ARCHE
Top – Iain Reynolds, Project Manager with Feltz Design Build Ltd. and Stephanie Calma, 
Community Leader Executive Director with L’Arche Stratford
Bottom – Cory Maschke, Be Belong Become Campaign Ambassador

L'Arche Stratford one step closer to renovating new home
VERONICA REINER

Regional Editor

Weekend music has returned to the Avon 
River this August. Stratford Summer Music 
has organized a fantastic lineup of beloved 
local artists performing upon the Stratford 
Belle barge.

On August 6th and 7th at 1:00 p.m., Marcus 
Nance and Kevin Ramessar performed cov-
ers of great troubadours like John Dowland 
and Gordon Lightfoot. Then at 4:30 p.m., 
Duane Andrews took the barge as he brought 
his gypsy jazz style and Newfoundland roots 
with the influence of Django Reinhardt. On 
August 8th, these two acts flipped timeslots, 
with Andrews playing at 1:00 and Nance and 
Ramessar performing at 4:30.

This weekend on August 13th, 14th, and 

15th, Stratford Summer Music's sixth annual 
Vocal Academy will perform excerpts from 
opera, oratorio, and art songs at 1:00. This 
will be followed at 4:30 by rising Stratford 
pop-country star Hannah Thomas.

From August 20th to 22nd, Stratford band 
The Bookends will be on the barge at 1:00 
with their modernized Celtic sound. They 
will be followed at 4:30 by The Festival Brass, 
a quintet of Stratford Festival musicians, who 
will perform classical hits and popular film 
music in a medley of styles. 

On the final weekend of August, from the 
27th to 29th, Juno-nominated singer Dayna 
Manning will be accompanied by the flute 
stylings of Laura Chambers for Canadian 
folk renditions, before a second performance 
by the Stratford Summer Music Vocal Acad-
emy.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

Summer music is back aboard the 
Stratford Belle
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A comprehensive approach to building 
and protecting wealth

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & 
Investment Advisor
Tel: 519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

Graham & Frank Wealth
Management Group
of RBC Dominion Securities
187 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 3H3

To help you meet your various goals, we take a comprehensive approach 
that extends beyond investing to encompass lifestyle protection, retire-
ment planning, intergenerational wealth transfer and legacy creation. 
With the expert support of our industry-leading1 RBC Wealth Management 
Services team, we can help you address your specific financial, tax, 
retirement and legacy planning concerns.

SERVICE WORTH NOTING.
A creative team of professionals providing 
innovative solutions in accounting, taxation, 
financial planning, acquisitions, divestitures, 
and estate planning.
519-273-4145
Visit us at our new location:
1 - 305 Romeo Street South
Stratford, Ontario N5A 4T8 

APT 6 SKIN CO.
65A Albert St., Stratford

Apt 6 Skin Co. offers products for face, skin, hair, soap, 
grooming, as well as candles, fragrances, essential oils, 
home goods, pouches, bags, and accessories. All products 
are made from natural, safe, and non-toxic ingredients, 
making them suitable for people of all ages and skin types. 

Each product was developed after months of careful re-
search and experimentation; they have been tested by the 
owners and their friends. There are no harsh parabens, 
harmful fragrances, SLS, sulphates, or phthalates in the 
products. 

Pam Morales and Brett Gillespie run the store. They 
moved to Stratford from Calgary in February. 

“We decided to make the move out East to be closer to 
family,” said Pam, on why they made the move. “We were 
on our own out West and the pandemic made us wish we 
were closer.”

Brett’s parents and broth-
er live in Wingham, and 
both have relatives in To-
ronto, she added. “We had 
been to Stratford several 
years ago and loved it.”

They started the com-
pany three years ago, but 
strictly online. 90% of the 
business was/is whole-
sale and their products are 
carried in more than 100 
stores in Canada and the 
United States. 

The storefront on Al-
bert Street was opened 
for the very first time in 
June when restrictions for 
non-essential retail were 
lifted.

DESIREE DAWN DESIGNS
Metaphysical supply store

42 Erie St., Stratford
Desiree Dawn Designs offers high vibe gemstone 

jewels and jewelry, including bracelets, earrings, pen-
dants, statement necklaces, and malas. A variety of 
other tools and products are offered, such as candles, 
incense and resin, books, decks and pendulums, mini 
towers, small tumbles and rough gems. 

The owner is Desiree Dawn, who described herself as 
the one woman show and “crazy crystal lady” behind 
the store. 

“Like so many others, I've been no stranger to hard-
ship,” said Dawn on her website. “I leveraged the chal-
lenges, trauma and pain in my life to fuel my self-heal-
ing and self-discovery journey. Crystal healing was 
integral to this process and truly helped me to redesign 
my life.”

Her career as an entrepreneur began through design-
ing, making and selling crystal jewelry. She creates all 
pieces with intention and love, using only gemstones 
that she is intuitively drawn towards. Desiree carefully 
cleanses each piece, giving it Reiki universal life force 
energy and her own loving vibes and intentions. 

She is a second degree Reiki Practitioner and a Certi-
fied Crystal Practitioner.

CANNABIS CANNABIS STRATFORD
90 Wellington St, Stratford

Cannabis Cannabis Stratford, a cannabis retail busi-
ness, aims to create an experience that is warm and 
welcoming. Sustainable materials were used during the 
build out of the design with the purpose of being kinder 
to the planet.

Strains offered are from a smaller, more curated 
menu. The owners, Jordan Eady and Leigh Hoby, re-
search each licensed producer and product before plac-
ing it on the order. 

“We focus on small business producers and sustain-
able processes,” they told the Stratford Times. “Every 
square inch of the store has been thought out from the 
second you see the pink building from the sidewalk to 
the interior journey through the lighting, design and 
scent when you walk in.”

Jordan is an executive producer and television di-
rector and Leigh is an international model and interi-
or designer. The two have been together for a decade, 
and always wanted to build a business together. They 
enlisted the help of their friend, Dustin Tomes, a New 
York based creative director to help build Cannabis 
Cannabis Stratford.

Before coming to Stratford, Jordan and Leigh lived 
in Venice Beach, California for seven years and came 
back to Canada due to the pandemic. Jordan’s family is 
from Grand Bend and Stratford and Leigh is from Erin.  

They saw “the cannabis retail business explode in 
California and saw an opportunity to create and build 
out a different approach from what they were seeing in 
Ontario in the Cannabis Retail world.”

Welcome to our “Business of the Week” 
section, where we have selected several new 

businesses to profile. This is not an exhaustive 
list of every new business to come to Stratford, 

but we look forward to interviewing other 
business owners in subsequent issues. 

Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com to 
nominate a business to be featured. 

WELCOME
TO

STRATFORD
EMAIL NOMINATIONS TO 

STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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After 15th-place finish at the 2021 NCAA outdoor track and field championships in Oregon

EUGENE, Ore. - Brooke Overholt got 
a taste of the NCAA Division 1 track and 
field championships here at the Universi-
ty of Oregon recently.

Now, the goal for the 21-year-old for-
mer Stratford St. Mike's star is to return 
to the national outdoor championships in 
2022, and hopefully set a personal best in 
the women's 400-metre hurdles.

At Hayward Field on June 10, the Cor-
nell University Junior competed in one 
of three semi-final heats. Overholt's time 
was 58.29 seconds, but not quite good 
enough to give her a spot in the nine-run-
ner final two days later. She finished fifth 
in her eight-women heat.

However, her 15th-place finish over-
all out of 24 runners earned her Second 
Team All-American honours. The top 
eight runners (based on times) secured 
First Team All-American status.

Amazing facility in Oregon
Competing against the top hurdlers in 

North America was quite an experience, 
Overholt told the Times.

"It was great being around all those 
girls and racing against them," she said. 
"It's an amazing facility and they just re-
did it. It's unbelievable how nice it is."

Overholt admits that she was hoping for 

a personal best at the NCAAs. "It's not 
exactly what I wanted, but it was only my 
fourth race of the season so I can't be too 
disappointed with it."

It's actually quite an achievement af-
ter the St. Marys native missed several 
months with a serious leg injury. It oc-
curred prior to the pandemic in Decem-
ber, 2019, while running the 60-metre 
hurdles at an indoor meet. It caused her to 
miss the remainder of the indoor season. 
Covid-19 washed away the 2020 outdoor 
season before it started, but it allowed 
Overholt extra time to heal and rebuild 
her strength.

Sets personal best in Florida
This past season, Overholt competed in 

three meets for Cornell -- one in Roch-
ester (Redhawk Capstone meet) near the 
end of May, the NCAA preliminaries 
(two races) in Jacksonville, Fla., and the 
NCAA finals in Oregon.

It was in Jacksonville where she set a 
personal best time in the final -- 57.38 
seconds -- clinching a berth in the nation-
al championship in Eugene.

To date, only four other women in Ivy 
League track and field history have run a 
faster 400m hurdles than Overholt, who 
is the first Cornell women's student-ath-
lete to qualify for the NCAA champion-
ships in that event.

Overholt will begin her Senior year at 

Cornell, starting later this month, and 
she's looking forward to a full season on 
the track. She will have the summer and 
fall to train before the 2021-22 indoor 
season begins in December.

A major goal is to break 56 seconds 
outdoors. A bonus would be if it came at 
next year's national final.

"My goal for next year is just being ag-
gressive in all my races, and making it to 
the (NCAA) final and executing in that 
final," Overholt said. "Knowing you've 
put in so much work and you're capable 
of running with those girls, it would be 
great setting a personal best in the pro-
cess."

Notes:
--Although not confirmed, the 2022 

NCAA track and field championships 
might be held again at Hayward Field at 
the University of Oregon.

--Her personal best of 57.38 seconds 
in the 400m hurdles is the second best 
among women in Cornell University his-
tory.

--Brooke is the daughter of Terry and 
Jody Overholt, of St. Marys. At Cornell 
in Ithaca, N.Y., she studies nutritional 
science. Grad school could also be in her 
future plans.

--Ithaca has a population of just over 
30,000 people, and is located in the Fin-
ger Lakes region of upstate New York.

STRATFORDTIMES SPORTS
PAT PAYTON

Reporter

Brooke Overholt earns Second Team All-American status

SECOND TEAM ALL-AMERICAN
Brooke Overholt, of St. Marys and a Cornell 
University student-athlete, earned Second 
Team All-American honours recently after 
competing in the NCAA Division 1 track and 
field championships in Eugene, Oregon.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

We all know the past  year and

half has been hard! We want to

thank our staff for riding

this rollercoaster with us! We

also want to thank our

customers for all the support 

 they have shown! we are here

because of you!

St. Marys
226-661-7799

Stratford
519-272-9933

STRATFORD MINOR 
BASEBALL ASSOCIATION

SMBA is happy to announce 
that our season is underway! 
Games are being played and 
our kids are finally able to en-
joy the great game of baseball 
once again. SMBA is excited to 
see our House League thriving, 
as well as our Rep teams do-
ing very well to start the year. 
Although there won’t be many 
tournaments this year, SMBA 
has a packed schedule of home 
games at all 6 of our diamonds 
in town. SMBA also has spon-
sorship opportunities available 
for businesses looking to sup-
port some local sports. Please 
visit stratfordminorbaseball.ca 
for more information!

STRATFORD 
BASKETBALL 
ASSOCIATION

The Stratford Basketball As-
sociation is planning to build an 
NBA sized outdoor basketball 
court at the S.E.R.C location in 
Stratford pending approval by 
Stratford City Council.  Associ-
ation volunteers Lori Belanger, 
Brian Cooper and Michael 
Bartlett presented the propos-
al to a Council sub-committee 
that, if approved, will be the 
first full sized outdoor court in 
the City. The court will include 
an all-weather sport court sur-
face, 6 nets, a fence and light-
ing for evening play. The group 
is currently fundraising for the 
project and hope to have it com-
pleted by June 2022.

STRATFORD YOUTH
SOCCER

“It’s great to see the kids back 
playing again this year,” SYS 
President Graham Bunting told 
the Times recently. Registration 
numbers illustrated that parents 
and kids were eager to have this 
aspect of normalcy return for 
the summer of 2021. Bunting 
reported that SYS has 18 Travel 
teams with 264 players from 9 
to 21 years old this year, along 
with 8 House League divisions 
comprising 447 players from 3 
to 14 years old. 

SYS hosts the Classic tour-
nament on August 14-15 for 
competitive teams aged U-13 
to U-21, and the Festival Cup 
on August 22 for teams U-9 to 
U-12. Both events will be held 
at the Festival Hydro Commu-
nity fields.
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The Stratford Warriors will be 
opening their training camp on 
August 20th.

The Warriors have been busy 
this summer filling out their 
roster for the upcoming 2021-22 
season. To date, 21 signings have 
been announced through the 
Warriors’ social media accounts, 
including 13 returnees and eight 
new signings. Those 13 return-
ing players include:

• Nolan Adkins is a right-hand-
ed defenseman who had two 
goals and five points in 41 games 
with the Warriors in 2019-20. He 
also had two assists in six play-
off games in 2020.

• Cal Christener was one 
of Stratford’s top producers in 
2019-20, scoring 13 goals and 29 
points in 27 games. Christener 
also has 30 games of OHL ex-
perience with the Mississauga 
Steelheads.

• Stratford-native Cam Daigle 
is back for his second full season 
with the Warriors. The left-shot 
forward had eight goals and 16 
points in 47 games last year.

• 20-year old center Drew Fer-

ris will play his third season in 
Stratford. Ferris had 12 goals 
and 21 points in 41 games with 
Stratford last year.

• Luke Fritz signed with the 
Warriors last year but was un-
able to make his debut due to the 
2020-21 season being canceled. 
Fritz had 14 goals and 31 points 
in 32 games in 2019-20 with the 
Huron Perth Lakers.

• Nash Glover put up 15 goals 
and 29 points in 32 games in 
2019-20 with the Elgin Middle-
sex Chiefs. 

• Danny Heath will be a 
linchpin on the blueline in his 
second season in Stratford. The 
right-handed defender had six 
goals and 19 points in 44 games 
with the Warriors in 2019-20.

• Undersized forward Zac 
McCann was able to produce 
despite his small stature. The 
former Waterloo Wolves captain 
had five goals and 20 points with 
Stratford in 2019-20, as well as 
four points in six playoff games 
in 2020.

• Sheldon Pryce is back in 
Stratford after being re-acquired 
from the CCHL’s Brockville 
Blades. The 19-year old Seaforth 
native had 17 goals and 27 assists 

with the Warriors in 2019-20.
• Owen Robertson brings a 

huge frame to the Warriors blue-
line. The 6’5”, 200-lb defensem-
an had five points and 40 penalty 
minutes in 2019-20 with the Wa-
terloo Siskins.

• Goaltender Dawson Rowe 
comes to Stratford from the El-
mira Sugar Kings. Rowe had a 
10-5-0-2 record with the Sugar 
Kings in 2019-20, including two 
shutouts.

• Nic Thibodeau is a skilled 
a 19-year old left-handed center 
who spent the 2019-20 season 
with the Waterloo Wolves. Thi-
bodeau was a point-per-game 
in the 2020 Playoffs with the 
Wolves, posting five goals and 
10 points in 10 games.

• Versatile forward Blake 
Wideman can play both cen-
ter and the wing in his second 
season in Stratford. Wideman 
played games with the St. Marys 
Lincolns and Elmira Sugar 
Kings before coming to Stratford 
in 2019-20, when he put up eight 
goals and 19 points in 46 games.

The Warriors have also con-
firmed the following eight new 
player signings:

• 17-year old defenseman Wy-

att Adkins joins Stratford after 
being one of the pillars of Elgin 
Middlesex Chiefs backend. Ad-
kins was an assistant captain 
and had 19 points in 16 play-
off games in 2019-20 with the 
Chiefs, and played one game 
that year with the London Na-
tionals.

• Forward Izac Blum comes to 
the Warriors for his first season 
of Junior ‘B’ hockey. The for-
ward played in 2019-20 for his 
hometown Tavistock Braves.

• Defenseman Jesse English 
comes to Stratford after play-
ing for the Waterloo Wolves in 
2019-20. English had two goals 
and six points in 32 games in 
Waterloo.

• Ty Higgins is a right-hand-
ed defender from Shakespeare. 
Higgins was selected in the sec-
ond round of the 2021 Under-18 
OHL Priority Selection by the 
Owen Sound Attack.

• Cole Jenken is an under-
sized blueliner who plays one 
game with the St. Marys Lin-
colns in 2019-20. He had two 
goals and 24 points in 33 games 
with the Elgin Middlesex Chiefs 
that same year.

• At just 16-years old, Ethan 

Martin brings a big 6’4” body to 
the Warriors forward group. The 
Stratford-native most recently 
played for the Huron Perth Lak-
ers and was a fourth-round pick 
of the Windsor Spitfires in the 
2021 OHL Priority Selection.

• Forward Hunter Nagge is 
another Waterloo Wolves’ grad-
uate to join the Warriors. Nagge 
had nine goals and 17 points in 
2019-20 with the Wolves.

• Jonas Schmidt is a 16-year 
old forward from Waterloo. 
Schmidt was drafted in the 12th 
round of the 2021 OHL Priority 
Selection by the Owen Sound 
Attack.

The Warriors are also mourn-
ing the passing of Bud Graper. A 
longtime Warriors board mem-
ber and former Team President, 
Graper was described by current 
President Jamie Nigro as “a tire-
less volunteer, a strategic leader 
and strong financial supporter 
of the Culliton/Warrior hockey 
program.” Graper was also a 
strong supporter of the team’s 
mission of combining athletics 
and education, according to Ni-
gro. The Stratford Times offers 
our most sincere condolences to 
the Graper family.

EYES ON THE BALL
Summer sports thankfully returned to Stratford fields in July, as shown in this rookie 
league scene at the Optimist Park on Tuesday, July 27.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

Stratford Warriors training camp gets underway August 20

SUBMIT YOUR KIDS SPORTS!
Let's fill these scrapbooks again! Send minor sports recaps, 

photos and information to stratfordtimes@gmail.com

 fifth round Muay thai 
reopened for indoor training  

-Boxing
-Muay Thai 
-MMA 
-FItness
-weight room

coed adult -
women’s only- 

junior(10-14yrs)-
Kids (6-9yrs)-
kids(3-5yrs)- 

Contact us info@fifthround.ca for details

Start your free trial  

Limited spaces available 

519-703-0725 533 Romeo st S, Stratford 

STRATFORD MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE
Dean Sharp was the winner of the 2021 Men’s 

Club Championship which was held on the week-
end of August 7-8. His two-day total of 141 (+1) was 
good for a one-stroke victory over Kyle MacKen-
zie who finished at 142 (+2). Reid Swartzentruber 
finished third at 148 (+8). Brock Gleadall was the 
Men’s Club Champion in 2020.

The Stratford Municipal GC Ladies Club Champi-
onship will be contested on Sunday, August 22. The 
registration deadline is August 19.
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It was an exciting day recently for a 
Shakespeare teenager when he found out 
that he was selected to be a member of the 
Canadian National Academy rugby team. 
The 17-year-old athlete, Reid Forthhuber, 
was one of only three selected from On-
tario to go on to play for the national team. 

Forthhuber previously played on the 
Stratford Northwestern rugby team as a 
junior forward and was named MVP in 
2019. The same year, he was also on the 
U-16 Ontario team that won a silver medal 
in the Eastern Canadian championships. 

In 2020, Reid was on the Stratford Black 
Swans rugby team for the U-18’s and the 
Toronto Arrows junior high performance 
rugby club. 

This year, he again played for the Strat-
ford Black Swans and for the U-19 On-
tario high performance program team as 
well as the U-18 Rugby Canada National 
Development Academy. 

Forthhuber leaves for British Columbia 
on August 16th and the national team will 
begin its season in September, playing 
through until next May. 

At Northwestern, Reid was coached by 
Tony Roes, who along the Ontario coach, 
recommended that the young man ad-
vance to the National Academy level. The 
U-18 national team will play throughout 
the US, and if he goes on to make the 
U-20 team, they would play throughout 
Europe. 

Reid's parents are Barb and Jeff Forth-
huber and his grandparents are Pete and 
Brenda Forthhuber and John and Francis 
VanBoekel. They are all more than exit-
ed to see the young athlete recognized on 
the national stage for a sport that he has 
always loved and excelled in.

New hockey league set to hit the ice this fall
Western Ontario Super League formed by Stratford native Jamie Petrie

The Western Ontario Super Hockey 
League.

It's a new men's hockey league that 
will hit the ice in several southwestern 
Ontario communities this fall. One of 
those teams is the Stratford Fighting 
Irish.

The WOSHL was formed by Strat-
ford native Jamie Petrie, who is also 
coach and general manager of the 
Fighting Irish. Petrie, 50, a former 
Stratford Cullitons and St. Marys Lin-
colns' forward, spent about 18 months 
organizing the league and he is also its 
president.

"The 'Senior' tag is being removed 
from anything to do with our league 
and teams," Petrie told the Times. "We 
are more of a hybrid League, between 
an Intermediate league and the old 'Se-
nior' league."

Other teams who have signed up so 

far for the WOSHL are: Alvinston Kill-
er Bees, Elora Rocks, Norfolk County 
(Langton) Royals, Strathroy Jets and 
Tillsonburg Thunder. 

The 24-game season is slated to start 
in September, and Stratford will play 
its home games Saturdays at the All-
man Arena, starting at 4:30 p.m. Over-
time will consist of two, five-minute 
sudden-victory periods. The format 
will be three-on-three. If the score is 
still tied after OT, a shootout will pro-
ceed.

Jamie Petrie says the majority of the 
players in the league will range from 
20 to 26, but there is no age cap.

"Most of the players in the league 
will have roots to their home town," 
Petrie says. "We want to celebrate our 
players and the talent level will be out-
standing. We want to grow our brand, 
but the right way with good people."

He added that he wants games to be 
"an event" with different promotions.

Joining Petrie on the Fighting Irish 

management staff are: assistant GM 
Terry Casey, and assistant coaches 
Jay Bogdon, Dave Cassone and Barry 
Grasby. The team also has an execu-
tive/volunteer group of 14.

"It's an exciting culture that we're try-
ing to build here," Cassone said.

There is also an Eastern Ontario Su-
per League, featuring 11 teams at pres-
ent. The EOSHL started in 2019-20, 
and Cornwall Prowlers are the defend-
ing champs. That league has one team 

(Pontiac Comets) from Quebec. Due to 
COVID-19, there was no EOSHL sea-
son in 2020-21.

The plan is to have the winners from 
the WOSHL and EOSHL meet for the 
provincial title each season.

WOSHL notes:
--The Fighting Irish team colours are 

navy, green and white. They recently 
held a contest to design a team logo.

--Joe's Diner, located in both Strat-
ford and St. Marys, is one of the ma-
jor sponsors of the Fighting Irish. "The 
team is looking for more sponsorship," 
said Joe's Diner owner Blaine Myers, 
who can be reached at 519-274-2098. 
"This is exciting; it's strictly communi-
ty hockey," Myers said. "It's about get-
ting the community involved."

--There has been talk of an all-
star weekend, with players from the 
WOSHL facing the best from the East-
ern Ontario loop. 

PAT PAYTON

Reporter

GARY WEST

Contributor

Reid Forthhuber named to Canadian 
National Academy for rugby

In addition to serving an underrepresent-
ed age group, the Stratford Fighting Irish 
and the Western Ontario Super Hockey 
League are committed to being a benefit to 
the community on and off the ice.

The league is servicing the region’s 
young adults, an age group that Stratford 
Fighting Irish President Jamie Petrie said 
was very underserviced in Ontario for a 
long time. The league is also looking to be 
more forward-thinking in how the leagues 
and its teams promote brand, their players, 
and their communities.

“Our teams have to have a vision,” Petrie 
told the Stratford Times. “They have to 
have a plan on how are you going to get 
butts in the seats? How are you going to 
be ingrained in the community? How are 
you going to give back? It’s not just put-
ting on 60 minutes of hockey. It’s putting 
on events.”

In addition to the broad, league-wide 
mandate for community involvement, 
Petrie also touched on what the Fighting 
Irish specifically are planning. Players 
in Stratford will be obligated to do some 
volunteering in the city. In their roles as 
ambassadors of the hockey club, they may 
visit retirement homes, assist with food 
drives, attend school events, help with 
youth hockey practices, and much more.

Every Fighting Irish home game will be 
a theme night, including a Stratford Minor 
Hockey Day, Remembrance Day celebra-
tion, and Hockey Fights Cancer awareness 
games. All minor hockey players in Strat-
ford will also receive a season’s pass and 
two different minor players will be chosen 
each game to be flag bearers and game day 
Irish members.

Another goal of the team is to capture 
the hearts of all Perth County residents, 
something they’re accomplishing by hav-

ing a very local roster. The majority of 
the Fighting Irish players have roots in St. 
Marys and Stratford, including the follow-
ing: 

Andrew Bogdon brings a physical pres-
ence after racking up 96 penalty minutes 
in 31 games in 2016-17 with the St. Marys 
Lincolns. 

Hayden Broomhead was a first-team 
All-Star in 2015-16 as a member of the 
Stratford Cullitons. 

Graham Brulotte played two seasons 
with the Stratford Warriors from 2016 to 
2018. 

Mitchell Casey played in parts of four 
seasons with the Warriors from 2016 to 
2020. 

Brett Denny previously played for the 
Cullitons and Huron Perth Lakers

Matt Granger is an offensive defensem-
an who previously played for the Lincolns 
and London Nationals. 

Tanner Hertel played in Mitchell, St. 
Marys, and Stratford. 

Nick Jung brings sandpaper and experi-
ence with the Lincolns and Warriors. 

Tyson Kielt played for both Stratford 
and St. Marys, including serving as Cap-
tain of the Lincolns.

Clayton Lewis scored 19 goals and 39 
points in 42 games with the Warriors in 
2019-20. 

Maverick Petrie has played all over 
the region, including stints with the Tav-
istock Braves, Mitchell Hawks, Walkerton 
Hawks, Cullitons, and Lincolns. 

Former Mitchell Hawks’ Captain Luken 
Van Pelt is a Stratford Minor Hockey 
product and former Culliton, Laker, and 
Lincoln. 

Former Warriors’ netminder Zack Weir 
will occupy the Fighting Irish crease.

The Fighting Irish are hosting their golf 
tournament at River Valley Golf Course on 
August 14th, and the WOSHL will kick off 
its inaugural season this Fall.

Adding to community a top 
priority for the Fighting Irish

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

CANADIAN NATIONAL ACADEMY
In a recent rugby game is Reid Forthhuber 
carrying the ball and breaking tackles.
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When growing up in Canada, many 
boys dream of playing in the NHL or at 
least in the high ranks of junior hockey. 

This is a story about a young farm boy 
from North Easthope Township, who not 
only played a high level of junior hockey 
but has also made it big as an official in 
the NHL. With Lord Stanley’s Cup now in 
the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning, I 
was lucky enough to sit down with Devin 
Berg in Tavistock, where he and his fam-
ily (wife Kelly, 2-year-old son Austin, 
and another son on the way) reside in the 
offseason and where he began his career 
through minor hockey. 

I was intrigued while watching TV for 
the first two rounds of the NHL playoffs 
that there was a 32-year-old from RR 1 
Gadshill wearing number 87 on his offi-
cial NHL jersey, dropping pucks, calling 
offsides and breaking up fights, through-
out two very exciting series. 

In one game, between the Washington 
Capitals and Boston Bruins, he was in-
volved in a bit of a face-off scrum, when 
he fell on the back of one of the players 
skates and the commentators calling the 
play on TV were hoping that Devin would 
be OK, and fortunately he was. He will be 
the first to tell you they don’t wear much 
equipment except for elbow pads, shin 
pads and a jock. 

"There are injuries, but most times you 
have to keep officiating through them," 
Berg told the Times. "The regular season 
is fast, but once the playoffs begin it’s like 

a whole different season and almost three 
times the speed." He added that "watching 
it on TV as compared to being on the ice, 
skating with the players - you don’t realize 
how fast they really are and how hard they 
can really shoot!" 

In his early years, he got his education 
at North Easthope Public School and 
Northwestern High School in Stratford. 
He played his minor hockey in Tavistock, 
and as an 18-year-old was playing for the 
Junior “B” Kitchener Dutchman. After 
a very serious injury in the 3rd game of 
the new season, he was placed in an in-

duced coma in the hospital and spent the 
year recovering. The following year, he 
started playing with his hometown Junior 
“C” team, the Tavistock Braves, and at the 
same time officiating minor hockey and 
later senior hockey. 

Word gets around when you’re good 
at calling games, and Steve Miller from 
Stratford (who has officiated in the NHL 
for a number of years), talked to Berg and 
began taking notes at games to give the 
young man some advice. The rest they say, 
is history. 

After graduating through six different 

levels to become a big-league official, he 
worked as linesman in his first NHL con-
test over six years ago in New York when 
the Islanders played Nashville Predators.

Devin says he has had incredible sup-
port from his parents, Brian and Danita 
Berg, who continue to farm. They never 
missed a game or practice while he was 
going through minor and junior hockey 
and came to watch him officiate in that 
first-ever NHL experience.  

Berg has now officiated in over 400 
NHL games, and in the last couple of 
years has worked many playoff games – 
a real honour because only the league’s 
top 20 linesman are selected for playoffs. 
Quite an accomplishment for a kid raised 
in the hills of Perth County!

GARY WEST

Contributor

Perth County Farm Boy Makes it Big in the NHL

NHL DREAMS COME TRUE
Devon Berg dropping puck during an NHL game this season

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

STRATFORD REAL ESTATE Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Devin Berg breaks up a scuffle during an 
NHL game between the Detroit Red Wings 
and Carolina Hurricanes.
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Safety Tip of the Month
Hit the breaks; police advise on dangers of speeding. 

Learn the Sounds of Fire and Carbon Monoxide Safety

There is no question about it, the faster a 
vehicle travels, the more likely it is to be-
come involved in a collision; and, more im-
portantly, the more likely it is that the col-
lision will result in serious injury or death. 
Speeding increases the likelihood that a 
driver will lose control of their vehicle as it 
reduces the time to react to oncoming haz-
ards on the roadway, and increases the dis-
tance you need to come to a safe stop. The 
Stratford Police Service is committed to 
improving road safety in our communities 
of Stratford, St Marys, and Perth South. As 
a result, we have decided to focus our safety 
tip of the month on the dangers of speeding. 
With the summer months providing us with 
hot sunny days and smooth open roads, the 
risk of being involved in a collision typi-
cally rises as these road and weather con-
ditions lead to greater speeds being driven. 
Contrary to popular belief, the number of 
motor vehicle collisions resulting in inju-
ry or death increases through the summer 
months rather than in the winter. According 
to the MTO, in 2019, between June, July, 
and August, there were 155 fatal collisions, 
while between January, February, and 
March there were 97. Throughout Canada, 
there are approximately 160,000 motor ve-
hicle collisions each year, of which 2800-

2900 resulted in death. With 27% of traffic 
fatalities on Canadian roads being the direct 
result of speeding, this is something that we 
can easily prevent through creating aware-
ness and working together as a community. 
Speeding is generally defined as travelling 
faster than the posted speed limit. However, 
there is much more to speeding than that, 
as travelling at an inappropriate speed can 
be equally as dangerous. An inappropriate 
speed can be defined as driving at a speed 
that is unsuitable for the road, traffic, and 
weather conditions and is something to 
consider at all times while driving. Speed-
ing, whether it is from exceeding the speed 
limit, or from travelling at an inappropriate 
speed, greatly increases the risk of injury 
and death, as a result of a collision. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, each 
1 km/h increase in speed typically results in 
a 3% increased risk of a collision involving 
injury. However, the risk not only comes to 
the drivers and occupants of a vehicle, but 
also to pedestrians and cyclists. Pedestrians 
struck by a vehicle travelling 30km/h or be-
low have a 90% chance of survival, while a 
pedestrian struck by a vehicle travelling at 
45km/h has a 50% chance of survival. The 
risk of death increases dramatically as the 
speed increases, to a point where at 80km/h 

there is almost no chance of survival.
On July 1, 2021, the Ontario government 

made changes to how fast a driver can go 
over the speed limit before it is considered 
stunt driving through the Moving Ontari-
ans More Safely Act. The changes will help 
prevent excessive speeding from happen-
ing, hold those who do speed excessively 
accountable for their actions, and will help 
improve the safety of our roadways.

As of July 1st, in areas where the speed 
limit is less than 80km/h, anyone caught 
driving 40km/h or more over the speed 
limit will be charged with stunt driving. 
The rules for roads where the speed limit 
is 80km/h or higher remains the same, with 
anyone caught doing more than 50km/h 
over the speed limit charged with stunt 
driving.

The penalties for this offence have also 
increased. Drivers will now face a 30-day 
roadside driver’s licence suspension as well 
as a 14-day vehicle impoundment. This has 
been increased from the 7-day suspension 
and 7-day impoundment that was previous-
ly in effect.

If a driver is charged with stunt driving 
they will receive a date to attend court, 
rather than simply being issued a ticket. 
The penalties upon conviction of this of-

fence have also increased. For a first of-
fence, the driver could receive a driver’s 
licence suspension of one to three years. 
The penalties will increase with each sub-
sequent conviction until a lifetime suspen-
sion will be issued for the fourth offence.

Although enforcement is a necessary 
tool for reducing speeding and improving 
road safety, it is only one of the tools that 
can be used to help. Education and creat-
ing change in driving behaviour are also 
key elements. As with all aspects related to 
community safety and well-being, we need 
to work together to achieve these goals. All 
of us here at the SPS will continue to stop 
speeders and hold them accountable for 
their actions, but we also ask you to help 
by becoming more aware of your own driv-
ing habits and slowing down, and we ask 
our community as a whole to help create 
awareness and encourage others to drive 
safely. Together we can all help make a dif-
ference!

For further information regarding this, or 
any other events, please contact:
Cst Darren Fischer, Community Resource 
& Media Relations Officer
Phone: 519-271-4147 ext. 186
Cell: 519-703-1305
Email: dfischer@stratfordpolice.com

Is there a beep or chirp coming out of 
your smoke or carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarm? What does it all mean? Knowing 
the difference can save you, your home, 
and your family! Make sure everyone in 
the home understands the sounds of the 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and 
knows how to respond.  What is the alarm 
telling you? 

• A continued set of three (smoke alarm) 

or four (CO Alarm) loud beeps means 
smoke, fire or CO is present! GET OUT, 
call 9-1-1 and STAY OUT! 

• A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds 
means the battery is low and needs to be 
changed. 

• Chirping that continues after the bat-
tery has been changed means the alarm is 
at the end of its life and the unit must be 
replaced!

• If there is no sticker on the unit, it 
means that it is expired.  

• Smoke alarms must be replaced after 
10 years. Carbon Monoxide alarms have 
an “end of life” cycle as well, and must be 
replaced according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Consider switching to a wor-
ry-free ten-year sealed battery Smoke/Co 

Alarm. The batteries never need changed 
and you simply replace after ten years ac-
cording to the label. 

• If you have a hard wired smoke/CO 
alarm it must be replaced with another 
hard wired smoke/CO alarm. 

•  Smoke and CO Alarms are to be tested 
every month to ensure they are working 
properly and if they are battery operated 

or have a battery back up, the batteries 
should be replaced approximately every 
six months. 

• Do you rent your home? Your landlord 
is responsible to ensure that your home is 
properly protected.

• Under the Ontario Fire Code, you are 
required to have a smoke alarm on every 
level of your home and outside all sleep-
ing areas. Carbon Monoxide detectors 
are required outside all sleeping areas if 
you have a fuel-burning appliance in your 
home or an attached garage. 

Remember: Practise your home escape 
plan and find a safe meeting spot outside 
to call 9-1-1!

If you have any questions regarding Fire 
Safety in your home, please call your lo-
cal Fire Department. If you receive Fire 
Service protection from the Perth East or 
West Perth Fire Departments, please reach 
out to our Public Educator Jess Jorritsma 
at 519-595-2800 Ext. 233.www.windbreakfarm.ca | 519-229-6482

Let Us Make Your Wishes Reality
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Stratford boasts an array of 
wonderful patios throughout 
the city, but when it is raining 
or when we’re seeking shade, 
what are our options? I’ve com-
prised a list of some of the most 
popular covered patios in the 
downtown core of the Festival 
City that will be helpful as a 
guide when planning your next 
outing. 

Bentley’s Bar & Inn at 99 On-
tario Street has a partially cov-
ered patio with an awning and 
is one of the most popular pa-
tios in Stratford. Reservations 
are not available for patio seat-
ing as it is first come, first serve 
but worth the visit if you enjoy 
people watching, classic pub 
and comfort food, an array of 
tap selections and daily specials 
created by their chef.

Mercer Kitchen/Beer Hall/
Hotel at 108 Ontario Street is 
situated across from Bentley’s 
and boasts one of Ontario’s 
largest craft beer selections. 
With an izakaya inspired menu 
(the word is a Japanese term 
meaning ‘stay-drink-place’, or 
a spot to settle in and get com-
fortable) there is something 
here for everyone whether you 
like to share an array of eclec-
tic appetizers or some of their 
more substantial dishes. It is 
guaranteed that you will dis-
cover something new each visit!  

Café Bouffon at 70 Ontario 
Street is located also at Paz-
zo Taverna. This is their new 
French concept restaurant with 
a beautiful patio which ex-
tends in front of the Memorial 
Gardens. Reservations are rec-
ommended and this is a place 
to slip away and pretend you 
are dining somewhere on the 
streets of France. Just wait until 
you discover their menu from 

traditional pastries, sweet and 
savoury crepes, duck confit, 
fresh oysters and many more 
delectable items. This quaint 
little joint is quickly becoming 
a hot spot to visit.

The Parlour Inn at 101 Wel-
lington Street offers a two-level 
patio with coverings. A more 
elevated restaurant with options 
for every palate and budget, 
they are famous for their smash 
burgers and pavlova. This patio 
offers a quiet and intimate set-
ting.

Gilly’s Pubhouse at 92 Down-
ie Street is a typical sports 
bar and fun place to hang out 
with friends. They offer daily 
deals and specials on appetiz-
ers, wings, burgers, and fish & 
chips. When they are able to 
open for indoor dining, this is 
the place to bring your friends 
for a game of pool or karaoke!   

Foster’s Inn at 111 Downie 
Street is across from Gilly’s. 
With a partially covered patio, 
they offer a hearty breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Famous for 
their Sunday brunch, varieties 
of benedicts, burgers and of 
course steaks, this patio will 
leave you feeling relaxed and 
well looked after. 

Pretty Good Pizza at 72 Wel-
lington Street resides where 
Pizza Bistro was formerly. Of-
fering a beautiful and covered 
back patio, you do not require 
reservations, but this is certain-
ly a popular new spot. Boasting 
cold beer, ‘okay’ wine, natural-
ly leavened, hand tossed whole 
pies or slices, snacks, and sal-
ads. 

The Common at 80 Welling-
ton Street also offers a lovely 
back patio which is covered. 
The cuisine here is an eclectic 
mix of comfort food from here 
and there which boasts ‘eat 
without borders.’ Lots of Asian 
inspired dishes fused with lo-

cal ingredients make this place 
entirely unique. In the evenings 
after their kitchen is closed, 
they offer tapas and specialty 
drinks on their patio too.

The Red Rabbit at 64 Wel-
lington boasts a covered street-
side patio where you can enjoy 
food from their sister restau-
rants across the street, snacks 
and cocktails from Avec, or 
order off their current special-
ty menu called ‘Rediteranian 
Cruise’ featuring dishes from 
Spain, Morocco, Greece, Tur-
key and more!

The Bru Garden, or Ken’s Bru 
Garden at 156 Waterloo Street 
is the latest pop-up from the 
owners of Ken’s French Fries, 
The Alley, Braai House, and 
Little Green Grocer. This gar-
den was recently implemented 
with later hours on the week-
ends, ambient 
lighting, picnic 
tables and two 
take-out win-

dows to order from. Food such 
as piri piri chicken sandwiches, 
burgers, specialty fries and ice-
cold drinks are all available for 
you here and bonus, it is 100% 
plastic free!

Braai House at 31 Brunswick 
Street is also the home to the 
temporarily closed Alley (for-
merly Keystone Alley). This 
South African inspired restau-
rant offers not one but three 
covered patios! Focusing on 
open-fire cooking, they offer 
everything from piri piri chick-
en, cauliflower wings, pizzas, 
traditional South African fare 
and extremely creative des-
serts. Given the ample space 
they offer, you won’t be need-
ing a reservation.

Revival House at 70 Bruns-
wick Street has a lovely, cov-
ered patio set in their beautiful 

gardens. Often there will be 
live music playing so you can 
sit back, relax and enjoy their 
popular brunch, lunch or din-
ner items. They have recently 
implemented pizzas to their 
menu and offer seasonal, house 
made ingredients in all their 
food. Reservations are highly 
recommended. 

This just touches on the 
number of covered patios of-
fered in Stratford where you 
can get some relief from the 
sun or rain and enjoy the out-
doors. There are many others 
scattered throughout the city 
which are worth seeking out. 
Having these culinary gems in 
our backyard is something we 
should all be taking advantage 
of. Hopefully this serves as a 
useful guide to get your adven-
ture started!

A sampling of Stratford’s wonderful patios
LAUREN EEDY

Contributor

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)
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FROM THE GARDEN: Beyond the garden gates

Most people love to see what 
other gardeners are growing in 
their yards. But with this pan-
demic, area garden festivals and 
garden walks have been put on 
hold. My husband and I also enjoy 
attending these kinds of events. It 
is also a wonderful way to sup-
port local guilds and horticultural 
societies. And, of course, to see 
beyond a fellow gardener’s gate.

To fill this void, area villages 
and small towns have amazing 
public gardens to stroll through, 
to get inspired or just sit and enjoy 
the beauty. For instance, Strat-
ford is renowned for their beau-
tiful public gardens. One of my 
favourites is the Shakespearean 
Garden. Its entrance is near Hu-
ron Street bridge and runs along 
the river. We have taken a few of 
our ‘out-of-town’ visitors there.  

You can easily spend an hour or 
so, strolling through this garden, 
taking in the array of blooming 
colours and scents. The diversity 
of plants and the hardscaped ele-
ments also add to this garden. It is 
the perfect place for a gardener's 
day trip. www.stratfordgardens.
com/shakespearean. 

For another get-away, Elora 
should be on your list. It is only 
one hour northeast of Stratford. 
When you mention Elora, the 
first thing that comes to mind is 
the Elora Gorge - a popular rec-
reation attraction with its scenic 
hiking trails and camping. But 
the town centre of Elora has 
unique shops, artists' studios, 
cafés, and colourful floral street-
scape containers. The Old Mill 
is another iconic feature in this 
town. 

To get a true flavour of this 
town, take the time and walk 
along the shaded canopy of the 
residential area just a block east 
and west of the main through-
fare - Metcalfe Street. Besides 
gardens, I have a passion for her-
itage homes. Some of these hous-
es are marked with plaques when 
they were built, dating back to 
the 1860s and who lived in them. 
The front gardens of these homes 
are equally impressive – well 

groomed with a diverse selection 
of plants that add to the architec-
ture of these homes. A couple of 
the gardens that I noticed were a 
little quirky. I love that. And then 
there are gardens on the sunny 
side of the streets that are filled 
with bright colourful blooming 
plants from the front door to the 
sidewalk. These floral displays 
become a buzz of activity with 
bees and butterflies dancing 

from bloom to 

bloom.
The www.elorafergus.ca web-

site states ~ ‘Ontario’s most 
beautiful village’, a quote from 
A.J.Cassan of the Group of Sev-
en. I certainly agree. With the 
streetscape private gardens and 
colourful container gardens in 
front of the businesses and stu-
dios, Elora is a beautiful town to 
spend an afternoon. I just wish 
there was a way to see behind 
some of those garden gates.

I look forward to what next year 
will bring as we move out of this 
pandemic. 2022 is designated the 
‘Year of the Canadian Garden’. I 
know there will be lots of garden 
celebrations and garden tours 
being planned for next year. But 
until then, for more ideas of gar-
dens to visit in southern Ontario, 
check out www.flower-garden-
ing-made-easy.com/garden-day-
trips.html. There are many to 
explore and to enjoy.  

Ag Society hosts successful 
Pork Chop Dinner

The 2nd Annual Smoked Pork Chop 
Dinner was a huge success! On Thurs-
day, July 15, the Stratford & District 
Agricultural Society once again hosted 
their drive-thru smoked pork chop din-
ner serving over 1,100 meals to hungry 
ticket holders. Volunteers formed an 
assembly line to compile the box meals 
which were served between 5:00 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Boxes were delivered to the 
waiting vehicles by SDAS Board mem-
bers and assisted by the 2020 Stratford 

Fall Fair Ambassador Katie McCurdy 
and MP John Nater.

The SDAS Board would like to thank 
the community for their support of this 
event and invite you to purchase tickets 
to their Annual BBQ Chicken Dinner 
(Drive Thru Only) on September 16 un-
der the market balcony from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 and can be pur-
chased from any of the board members 
or by emailing admin@stratfordfair-
grounds.com or calling 519-271-5130.

DRIVE-THRU PORK CHOP DINNER
Pictured with a boxed meal from left to right are Lydia Zehr (2018 Fair Ambassador), Claire 
(Milton) Vink (2012 Fair Ambassador/2013 CNE Ambassador) 2020 Ambassador Katie Mc-
Curdy and President Heidi Danen.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

BBQ Chicken BBQ Chicken 

DinnerDinner
Drive Thru OnlyDrive Thru Only

September 16, 2021September 16, 2021
5:00 - 7:30 pm5:00 - 7:30 pm

Under the market balcony at the Under the market balcony at the 
Stratford Rotary ComplexStratford Rotary Complex

353 McCarthy Rd, Stratford353 McCarthy Rd, Stratford
Tickets are $25Tickets are $25

can be purchased from any of the board members can be purchased from any of the board members 
or by emailing admin@stratfordfairgrounds.com or by emailing admin@stratfordfairgrounds.com 

or calling 519-271-5130.or calling 519-271-5130.

NANCY ABRA

Contributor
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THE FABULOUS FOODIE: Introduction

Well hello Stratford!!
You have no idea how ex-

cited I am to start writing this 
column! I live in the beautiful 
town of St Marys and feel very 
lucky that I live so close to a 
vibrant and exciting town like 
Stratford.

We moved to the area six 
months before COVID hit from 
the tiny island of Bermuda. Un-
fortunately because of the pan-
demic we have not been able to 
see as much of the local area as 
we would like but one of our fa-
vourite places so far is definite-

ly Stratford. When we first vis-
ited Stratford we were met with 
such warmth from the people. 

When buying our equipment 
for our new kitchen from Brad-
shaws I felt like I was talking to 
an old friend as the gentlemen 
realised my ‘foody’ nature and 
talked about the local cooking 
classes provided at Stratford 
Chef School. When dining out 
at Braai House discussing all 
of my food allergies (which 
make me feel ridiculous) they 
couldn’t have been more ac-
commodating and now I don’t 
even have to tell Johnny what 
those allergies are - he just re-
members! I love the feeling of 
sitting at the bar at The Alley 
which has an amazing deco feel 
to it. Shopping at The Little 
Green Grocery or Gentle Rain 
is always a wonderful experi-
ence as they have all the things 
that my health obsessed self 
needs! I love eating at Revival 
House because of the impres-
sive structure of the building, 
the beautiful patio, the live mu-

sic and the friendly staff. We 
have had an amazing experi-
ence at Rene’s Bistro too with 
beautiful food and friendly 
staff.

You may be getting the hint 
now that my life revolves 
around food!! Yes, my life does 
revolve around food - but then 
doesn’t most peoples lives? We 
need food every day!!

I am a Registered Nutritionist 
and my fascination with food 
began when I decided to go 
vegetarian in my late 20s. I’m 
not vegetarian anymore how-
ever - I have learned so much 
about the science of the human 
body in my training and I find 
it amazing how the body re-
sponds when it gets the nutri-
ents it needs.

I personally struggle with 
autoimmunity and without the 
way I balance my diet I couldn’t 
lead the life that I do. In my 
30s with two young children 
I was at an all time low, de-
pressed, overweight, fatigued 
and in pain all of the time. I 

was not the mother or wife that 
I wanted to be, I saw doctors 
who couldn’t seem to help and 
when I decided that enough was 
enough I decided to take back 
control of my own health. 

That was 7 years ago and now 
I live a vibrant, happy life! Now 
don’t get me wrong - life is still 
challenging, I still get stressed 
and I still have 2 kids to run 
around after while running a 
business and taking on more 
studies. (I will never get bored 
of learning!) COVID has been a 
challenge for me in many of the 
same ways it has been for ev-
eryone else but I still enjoy my 
life and make the best of every 
single day - because we only 
get one life!!

Because of where I have been 
with my own health journey 
and understanding my own 
body, I am in a place where I 
can empathize with my clients 
and help them with their own 
struggles. 

The goal of this column is 
to give you tips and advice on 

ways that you can make sus-
tainable changes in your life 
that lead to a healthier mind 
and body. 

I’m pretty confident that most 
people want to feel amazing 
about themselves - they want to 
be able to walk with confidence 
and it shouldn’t have to be that 
hard. Life shouldn’t have to be 
that hard and food definitely 
shouldn’t have to be that hard. 
My passion is to help people 
become well, to make them feel 
good about themselves and I 
don’t believe it has to be hard 
work either. 

Hopefully what you read here 
each month will inspire you to 
make a choice that helps you 
feel your most energised and 
happy self! 

Thanks for reading and until 
next time…… keep well. 

Danielle Williams is a Reg-
istered Nutritionist and can 
be found at www.daniellewil-
liamsnutrition.com and on In-
stagram and Facebook at @
daniellewilliamsnutrition 

Experience. Respect. Results.

STRATFORD
6 Wellington St.
519-271-6770

LISTOWEL
360 Main St. E.
519-291-3420

MITCHELL
154 Ontario Rd.
519-348-8112

TAVISTOCK
18 Hope St. E.
519-655-2900

main@stratfordlawyers.com
www.stratfordlawyers.com

OFFICES

www.songbirdfibres.ca

240 Graff Ave., Unit I Stratford240 Graff Ave., Unit I Stratford
hand dye bird-inspired yarnhand dye bird-inspired yarn

$2 from every bird-inspired skein gets donated to Birds Canada$2 from every bird-inspired skein gets donated to Birds Canada

Singing With Festival Sounds Chorus
“Singing in 4-part a cappella harmony with 

20 other women is incredibly satisfying! After 
rehearsal, I feel so energized and filled with joy 
to have been able to sing and spend time with 
women who have become my friends,” said by a 
member of Festival Sounds Chorus. This Sweet 
Adeline Chorus has been harmonizing in the 
Stratford area for over 60 years. The last few 
years, we have been rehearsing out of St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Douro St. on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00. Our members come from the 
Stratford area as well as Perth, Oxford and Hu-

ron counties. We have entertained throughout 
the area at community events as well as putting 
on our own annual show.

We are eager to get back to singing together 
and anticipate that happening this fall. If you 
are a woman who would like to use and develop 
your singing skills, please consider singing with 
us. Singing in a group is good for your health 
on so many levels! For more information you 
can contact Melissa at 519-580-9113, find us on 
Facebook or check out festivalsoundssweetade-
lines.org!

HARMONIOUS SOUNDS
The women in the Festival Sounds Chorus have fun posing after putting on another very successful 
annual show.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

DANIELLE WILLIAMS

Contributor
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My Dad often used an expres-
sion I haven’t heard in a long 
while: “I’m rarin’ to go!” An ar-
chaic phrase, perhaps, but well 
suited to the mentality of all the 
travel lovers who have been un-
able to travel. We are rarin’ to 
go!

As borders open, airlines 
ramp up their flight schedules, 
and destinations put out their 
welcome mats, for a lot of us, to 
quote John Denver, our bags are 
packed and we’re ready to go.

Wow – John Denver and my 
Dad, together in one column!

With our passion for travel 
about to again become reality, 
I couldn’t wish for a better time 
for my weekly travel column to 
begin publication in the Strat-
ford Times. Thanks to publisher 
Stewart Grant for the invitation.

I’ve been asked to share a 
bit of my background. In sim-
plest terms – I love community 
newspapers, and I love to travel. 
More specifically, I have been a 
full-time writer, editor, and/or 
publisher since the Jurassic age. 
I started as a junior reporter at 
The Tillsonburg News, when I 

was 19 years old. Many years 
later, I served as editor and 
publisher of the New Hamburg 
Independent for more than a de-
cade, until 1997. I then became a 
free-lance writer and editor, as-
sociated with a wide variety of 
publications including Exchange 
Magazine for Business, The 
United Church Observer (now 
Broadview), Forever Young, the 
Toronto Sun, and many more 
print and on-line publications. 

In times gone by (the publish-
ing world changes constantly) I 
have written a regular column 
for several publications includ-
ing Canadian Gardener Living, 
Exchange Magazine, Forever 
Young, and even the Stratford 
Beacon Herald – an environ-
mentally-focused column that 
actually won an award, back in 
the day. For many years, I was 
MC and a guest speaker at the 
Stratford Garden Festival.

Once a year, I edit and publish 
my own magazine, “Our Her-
itage/ Our Home”, focused on 
local history.

I have written almost 20 books, 
ranging from travel books to 
niche histories (New Hamburg, 
Castle Kilbride, The Mennonite 
Relief Sale), to whimsical gar-
den books, to murder mysteries. 
My latest gardening book, “The 
Magic Garden”, was published 
last summer. My second murder 
mystery, “The Dun Also Ris-
es”, was published a couple of 
months ago. A new travel book 
is a work in progress; I hope to 
complete it this year. The work-
ing title is “The Hippopotamus 
in Bondage Gear”.

I started writing about travel 
in the 1990s, after a life-chang-

ing week in England. During 
this trip, which I took with my 
wife Mary (who passed away 
in 1996), I became instantly 
hooked on two personal pas-
sions that have continued to this 
day – travel, and gardening. 

I am honoured to be new-
ly elected as Vice President of 
the national board of the Travel 
Media Association of Canada. 
TMAC is an important not-for-
profit organization with hun-
dreds of members – writers, 
bloggers, photographers, as well 
as representatives of the travel 
industry. My role with TMAC 
is yet another reason that I have 
to keep up with all the travel 
trends.

I began writing this week-
ly travel column for Stewart’s 
other newspapers a few months 
ago, and I am delighted that 
it will now also appear in this 
latest member of his growing 
chain of publications.

As you read this, it’s proba-
ble that we cannot – or at least, 
should not – travel today, but we 
will be travelling sometime in 
the next few weeks or months. 
Our wanderlust has kicked in, 
big time, we have received both 
vaccinations, and we’re rarin’ 
to go, ready to hit the road, the 
runway, the rivers, and the sea.

So in this column, the plan is 
to add ideas and destinations to 
your post-pandemic bucket list. 

And I will do so in a responsible 
way, including lots of day trips 
(which is probably where most 
of us will start as we first ven-
ture out), short getaways, more 
ambitious travel still within 
Canada (which I believe will be 
an excellent way to resume the 
adventure of travel), and inter-
national destinations (again, 
focusing on those which will 
initially be safer and more ac-
cessible.)

I’m delighted you are along 
for the ride.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE'LL GO: Introduction

(TOURISM IRELAND PHOTO)

(PARKS CANADA PHOTO)
(THE FLORIDA KEYS AND KEY WEST PHOTO)

IRELAND
Dunguaire Castle, a lesser-known gem on the west coast of Ireland, in the quaint sea-side town of Kinvara.

POINT PELEE
A unique way of camping in Ontario – an oTentik at Point Pelee National Park.

FLORIDA
Celebrating sunset at Mallory Square in Key West, Florida – a beloved 
daily ritual. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Contributor
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An organization that started in Stratford 30 years 
ago and has helped many troubled area youth through 
tough times is receiving help from various area clubs 
and organizations.

When Shelterlink was first established (under its 
original names of Harbour House, and then Saaill), 
there were no shelter options for youth in the Strat-
ford and Perth County area. At that time, it was not 
uncommon to provide young people with a bus ticket 
to London or Kitchener as a solution to their difficult 
situations. The formation of Shelterlink supported the 
concept that for the best long-term interests of youth in 
crisis, there needed to be a place in Stratford and Perth 
County to go to for help.

Support was established for those 16 to 24 years of 
age who might have come from home abuse and ne-
glect and just needed a hand up. Organizers felt their 
needs were best served within the same area where 
young people have lived, have friends, and perhaps 
work or go to school. Furthermore, they may have 
already established connections to many of the local 
service agencies who support them with counselling, 
mental health and possibly addiction services.

Shelterlink took up housing in the nurses residence 
on the 3rd floor beside Stratford General Hospital, and 
over the years has had financial help from the City of 
Stratford, The United Way, and just recently the Shake-
speare Optimist Club, among others.

Board President Martin Ritsma, who has been a tire-
less advocate for 20 years, recently spoke to members 
of the Shakespeare Optimist Club and stated his own 
personal life passage was, in a way, the same as many 
of the residents who seek help at Shelterlink. He said 

there was a time, as a young teenager, when he need-
ed a hand up and a couple area families took him in 
and helped him when he needed it most. It’s one of 

the reasons why he continues to volunteer for such a 
much-needed organization…because he knows the dif-
ference it can make.

Shakespeare Optimists support Shelterlink

SUPPORTING SHELTERLINK
Shelterlink President Martin Ritsma receiving a cheque from Shakespeare Optimist director Murray Schlotzhauer to be 
used to purchase a much-needed washing machine.

GARY WEST PHOTO

GARY WEST

Contributor

88 Wellington St., Stratford, ON
519-273-2821

Brian: 519-272-3465 
brian@brianwilhelm.com

Kyle: 519-574-7244
kyle@brianwilhelm.com

LOOKING FOR 
LISTINGS!

Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.

“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

560 Albert St., Stratford560 Albert St., Stratford

See our weekly deals: StratfordOutlet.com/flyerSee our weekly deals: StratfordOutlet.com/flyer

Welcome to all at
The Stratford Times!

StratfordStratford

Grocery & More
Grocery & More

The Stratford Outlet, Grocery & More
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Solutions on page 31

Word Search
Canadian medalists at 2020 Summer Olympics

Riddles
 What is Beethoven’s favourite fruit? 

Bananana 
What has a neck but no head?  

A bottle 
What goes up when the rain comes 

down?  
An umbrella. 

Why did the banana go to the doctor? 
Because he wasn’t peeling well. 

What did the skeleton say to the other 
skeleton at the restaurant?  

Bone appetite 
Why was the piano sitting out on the 

porch?  
Because it forgot its keys. 

Why should you bring two pairs of 
pants to a golf course?  

In case you get a hole in one.
How does a rabbit throw a tantrum?  

He gets hopping mad. 
What do you call a three legged don-

key?  
A wonkey

 How did the egg get up the mountain? 
It scrambled up 

What happened when the doctor got 
mad?  

He lost his patience.

Sudoku

Name: _________________________________________________

Word Search

C D B P V M W J L A U R I A N E G E N E S T Y
J T G I H L E A G N I V I D N E M O W L Z O F
S S I N R C B E A U C H E M I N P I N A R D E
D F O L V I N C E N T L A P O I N T E Q F S K
A X A A H P U K A I S K E L O Y N N E P E H I
M G N I E O N A C N E M O W B E Z M K G U L V
I D E M H A D E M M A H O M E P Q E I R Y Y M
A I F D T F W O M E N S O F T B A L L Q G Q B
N Q T D S F N B R A N D R E D E G R A S S E L
W V G O J D A N T I A K M I L K A C I S S E J
A C W O M E N R O W I N G E S S A M E I L Y K
R Y C J T X J L W O M E N S W I M M I N G S Q
N B Y A L E R T N I R P S N E M T P Y C E S Q
E R Q H I N O R R A H C E D U A M Z I E S M D
R I K L I E N C A M E I G G A M H P X C Y F E
P H W L L E H C T I M Y E S L E K W H L N D Q

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

ANDRE DE GRASSE
C. BEAUCHEMIN-PINARD
DAMIAN WARNER
JESSICA KLIMKAIT
KELSEY MITCHELL
KYLIE MASSE
LAURIANE GENEST

L. VINCENT LAPOINTE
MAGGIE MAC NEIL
MAUDE CHARRON
MEN SPRINT RELAY
MOHAMMED AHMED
PENNY OLEKSIAK
WOMEN CANOEING

WOMEN DIVING
WOMEN ROWING
WOMEN SOFTBALL
WOMEN SWIMMING

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

Andre De Grasse
C. Beauchemin-Pinard
Damian Warner
Evan Dunfee
Jessica Klimkait
Kelsey Mitchell
Kylie Masse

Lauriane Genest
L. Vincent Lapointe
Maggie Mac Neil
Maude Charron
Men sprint relay
Mohammed Ahmed
Penny Oleksiak

Women canoeing
Women diving
Women rowing
Women soccer
Women softball
Women swimming

Pets of the 
Month

RATATOUILLE, 
RATNISS, 

RATUNZEL AND 
ARISTORAT

Meet some of the rats available for adoption. 
These rats came in as strays and are now 

looking for their forever homes. Ratatouille, 
Ratniss, Ratunzel and Aristorat are all super 

sweet and friendly. 
Visit our website to learn more and to fill out 

an application: 
www.kwsphumane.ca/adopt/small-animals
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Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159
Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

ICELAND

DANUBE

DANUBE

May 25 - June 4, 2022
Celebrity Millennium sailing from Vancouver to Anchorage

INCLUDES • Airport transportation • 2 hotel nights pre-cruise • Cruise • Onboard gratuities 
• Classic beverage package • WiFi • Wildlife tour from Seward to Anchorage. 

FROM $2,191 
per person taxes included for an interior cabin. Ocean view and balcony cabins available. Airfare additional.

September 10 - 17, 2022
8 day First Passage to the West with the Columbia Icefields in Gold Leaf. 

$5,950 
per person taxes included. Airfare additional. Based on minimum 16 passengers.

July 22- 30, 2022
6 night river cruise on the Danube with 2 pre-nights in Munich. 

Free upgrade to a Panorama Suite. 

$4,311 
per person double occupancy taxes included. Airfare additional.  

 October 13 - 20, 2022
8 day tour of Iceland searching for the Northern Lights and including the Golden Circle and the 

Snaefellsnes Peninsula. 

$3,250 
per person taxes included. Airfare additional. Based on minimum 16 passengers.  

 October 21 - 31, 2022
Fundraiser river cruise for Wilmot Family Resource Centre, Interfaith Counselling Centre, and 

St. Marys Healthcare Foundation on the Avalon Envision 
from Budapest to Prague. 

$4,218 
per person tax included for a Category E cabin. Airfare additional.

ALASKA CRUISE

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER 

ICELAND AND THE 
NORTHERN LIGHTS

DANUBE DREAMS WITH PRAGUE

DANUBE SYMPHONY RIVER CRUISE
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

ADVERTISING CONSTRUCTION

CAREGIVERS

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICIAN

EYE CARE

FENCING / DECKS

FOOD

ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

INVESTMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

RESTAURANT

WEDDING

WEDDING

PHOTOGRAPHYHUMANE SOCIETY

INVESTMENTS

INVESTMENTS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL SERVICES

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3119

stratfordnissan.com

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

www.vanceafinancial.com

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON 

N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511

dr.philsammut@gmail.com

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

Michelle Webber
MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca

Cell: 519-301-5155

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

6 Wellington St. 
519-271-6770

www.stratfordlawyers.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED

WWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA
305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

519-273-4145

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA
WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Leanne

By Leanne

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca
STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

(226) 779-3206

www.electricandcompany.ca

CINDY DAY

YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA 

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.PEAKSELECT.CA 

MOBILE LONDONMOBILE LONDON

Follow us on social to find us
around town!
@BeaverTailsMobileLondon

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs! 

Eye Exams
Glasses

Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

Caregiver Coaching

Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

MOORE 
 Creative

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

RENTALS , DIY PACKAGES & FULL-SERVICE DECOR

W W W . D E V I N E W E D D I N G D E S I G N . C A

The Wedding Ring's Stratford Expo will be filled with
the area’s most wedding-savvy exhibitors, live design

palettes, giveaways, gorgeous gowns, new designs, and
the latest products and services! 

Date: Sunday, October 3rd from 11 am to 3 pm
Location: Best Western The Arden Park

Grand Prize: $1,000 Shopping Spree courtesy of Wedsy.ca
 Free when you register by October 2nd. Or just $10 at the door

COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE. MASKS MANDATORY. 

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE FOR AS 

LOW AS $9 
PER ISSUE!

Contact: 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com 

or call 519-655-2341
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Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. First Canadian 
woman to become 
a licensed medical 
doctor
2. Leo (until 
August 22) and 
Virgo (from August 
23 onward)
3. Killer whale
4. New Guinea 
(Greenland is the 

largest)
5. The Merchant of 
Venice
6. 64
7. Edwin ‘Buzz’ 
Aldrin
8. Larry Hagman
9. Boron
10. Usain Bolt, 9.58 
seconds

SUDOKU

CLASSIFIEDS COMING 
EVENTS
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

WANTED WANTED

FREE

FOR SALE

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE!
JUST $10 + HST 

PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341

Facebook StratfordTimesNewspaper | Twitter @Stratford_Times | Instagram @Stratford_Times

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE UNIT 261
151 Lorne Ave. East, Stratford Ontario

Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The cost of a meal is $9.00. The cost of a meal is $9.00. 
Take outs are available.Take outs are available.

FRIDAY LUNCHESFRIDAY LUNCHES

WANTING TO BUY – All sports cards, hockey, baseball 
etc., stamps, golf balls, Beanie Babies and other collect-
ibles. Highest prices paid in cash. Free appraisals, phone 
or text Stan 519-868-3814

SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

FREE CEILING FAN  – Never used, still in original 
packaging. CANARM Tuscony II AB ceiling fan. 42”, 
antique brass finish, 5 reversible blades, complete with 
light kit. Email stewartgrant16@gmail.com if interested.

JUNIOR GOLF CLUBS FOR SALE – Two sets of good 
quality, right-handed McGregor junior clubs for sale, in-
cluding bag. $75 each. For ages 4-9. Text or call Stew at 
519-868-1290. 

MAKER CON: RISE OF THE FANDOMS 
(VIRTUAL)
Saturday August 14th; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Stratford Public Library
A virtual convention for those who love making, 
drawing, superheroes, Harry Potter, games, special 
effects makeup, and more! Enjoy a variety of virtual 
workshops, games, and interactive activities, and 
meet other makers and fans. Register online at www.
stratford.library.on.ca/events/makercon.
SMOKED PORK CHOP DRIVE THRU DINNER
Thursday August 19th; 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Downie Optimist Community Centre
Organized by the Optimist Club of Downie
Drop on by to enjoy a pork chop dinner in support of 
the Optimist Club of Downie! Cost is $20 per person. 
PUPPETWORKS! MINI-FEST
Thursday August 19th - Sunday August 22nd; varying 
times
Varying locations
SpringWorks
Puppet shows and puppet-related activities for all ages! 
Performances will be safely spaced outdoors, and 
take place in various locations around Stratford. See 
schedule and register online at springworksfestival.ca. 
TEEN VIRTUAL GAMES NIGHT
Monday August 23rd; 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Stratford Public Library
Welcoming all teens who are interested in creating 
their own characters and game pieces for tabletop 
games such as Dungeons and Dragons or Gaslands. 
Pre-register online at www.stratford.library.on.ca/
events/gamenight.
OPEN MIC AT THE GARDENS
Thursday August 26th; 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Shakespeare Gardens
Open mic performances for all ages! Attendance will 
be limited due to safety guidelines, and all performers 
will be pre-screened. Email stratfordopenmic@gmail.
com to secure a performance slot.
MUSIC ON THE LAWN
Fridays; 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Gallery Stratford
Enjoy outdoor performances by a variety of talented 
musicians! Featuring Lara McMillan & band (15th), 
Lauren Neilson (20th), and Josh Geddis (27th). 
MOVIES UNDER THE STARS
Fridays & Saturdays; 9:00 PM
Grand Trunk Shops Parking Lot
Enjoy a drive-in movie under the stars! Cost is $25 per 
vehicle. Here’s the lineup for August: The Lion King 
2019 (13th), The Princess Bride (14th), The War with 
Grandpa (20th), Wonder Woman 1984 (21st), Jumanji: 
The Next Level (27th), Big Fish (28th).

Luckhardt Landworks Ltd. is 
seeking a DZ Driver/Labourer. 
Duties include hauling aggregates 
and working as part of the 
construction team on the ground. 
Qualified candidates must have 
construction experience; clean 
driver’s abstract; and the ability to 
understand plans and elevations.
Please contact us at: 519-272-3408

bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
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Contribute to your local 
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photos to

stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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SR model 
shown1

KICKS®

LEASE2 A 2021 KICKS® S FROM $213 MONTHLY 
WITH $1,195 DOWN. THAT’S LIKE PAYING

$49
WEEKLY

2.9%
APR

FOR 64 
MONTHS 
O.A.C.

AT

ROGUE®

Platinum 
model shown1

Best Mid-Size Utility Vehicle in Canada for 2021

LEASE2 A 2021 ROGUE® S FWD FROM $324 MONTHLY 
WITH $750 DOWN. THAT’S LIKE PAYING

$75
WEEKLY

0.9%
APR

FOR 39 
MONTHS 
O.A.C.

AT

del 
n1

Platinum 
model shown1

MURANO®

LEASE2 2021 MURANO® S FWD FROM $398 MONTHLY 
WITH $995 DOWN. THAT’S LIKE PAYING

$83
WEEKLY

1.9%
APR

FOR 48 
MONTHS 
O.A.C.

AT

OFFERS AVAILABLE BETWEEN AUG 4 - 31st. MODELS SHOWN $26,958/$42,788/$48,888 SELLING PRICE FOR A NEW 2021 KICKS SR
PREMIUM/2021 ROGUE PLATINUM/2021 MURANO PLATINUM. ALL PRICING INCLUDES FREIGHT AND PDE/PDI CHARGES ($1,830/$1,860/
$1,860), AIR-CONDITIONING LEVY ($100/$100/$100), APPLICABLE FEES, TIRE CHARGE (ONT FEE), MANUFACTURER’S REBATE. LICENSE,
REGISTRATION, INSURANCE AND APPLICABLE TAXES ARE EXTRA. REPRESENTATIVE MONTHLY LEASE OFFER BASED ON A MAXIMUM OF
20,000 KM/YEAR WITH EXCESS CHARGED AT $0.10/KM. TOTAL LEASE OBLIGATION IS $14,839/$13,399/$18,250.

2001 Ontario St. • 519-273-3119 • stratfordnissan.com

ADVENTURE ON
S A F E L Y  I N S I D E  O F  A  S U B A R U

EVENT

Find a bigger pool this summer.
• Symmetrical Full-Time AWD

• Excellent fuel-effi ciency

• Award-winning safety features

Shop safely – book your appointment online.
For 24 months with $1,980 down. 104 payments required. 

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$69 0.5%**
APR2021 CROSSTREK

 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $25,994*

MODELS WITH EYESIGHT® 
AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS

For 24 months with $2,446 down. 104 payments required. 

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$89 0.5%**
APR2021 FORESTER

 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $31,194*

Limited-time offers. MSRP of $28,995/$23,795 on the 2021 Forester 2.5 CVT (MJ225)/2021 Crosstrek CP MT (MX1CP).
$0 security deposit. *Lease end value $19,734/$17,043 with $2,934/$2,448 due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum
of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Models shown: 2021
Forester Limited CVT (MJ2LP)/2021 Crosstrek Outdoor (MX2OP) with an MSRP of $38,795/$29,995. Offers end August
31, 2021. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

2001 Ontario Street
519-273-3116

stratfordsubaru.com

FACTORY APPROVED
SALES EVENT


