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One of Ontario’s best fall fairs is set to return this 
month after a two-year hiatus, and event organizers and 
volunteers couldn’t be happier to have this four-day ex-
travaganza finally arrive.

The 181st Stratford Fall Fair, tagged ‘A Farm View in 
‘22’, will be held Thursday, September 22nd to Sunday, 
September 25th - back in its traditional time slot of the 
third weekend after Labour Day.

As you may recall, a few years ago the Fair shifted its strat-

egy such that admission charges were scrapped in favour of 
having a “free fair”. This is again the case this year, thanks 
to the generosity of more than 100 community partners, 
Stratford & District Agricultural Society Office Adminis-
trator Susan McGonigle told the Times. “If it wasn’t for the 
volunteers, businesses and individuals that come together to 
support us, it wouldn’t be near the fair that it is,” she said.

“It’s the most fun a family can have in one weekend,” 
said Susan enthusiastically. “It doesn’t matter if you are 
bringing a two-year-old that needs a nap… it’s free so you 
can leave and return whenever you want.” 

BRONZE STAR
The Honourable, Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell presents the City of Stratford’s Bronze Star to Championship 
Figure Skater, Jodeyne Higgins. L-R. His Worship, Mayor Dan Mathieson, Lt.Gov. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Jodeyne Higgins 
and Aide de Camp Lt. Col. Paul Scagnetti (Ret) on Saturday, August 20.

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

Frustrations over 
draft short-term rental 

licensing by-law

Stratford Fall Fair is back!

FREE

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Bed and Breakfast owners and other citizens ex-
pressed their concerns over new rules in the draft 
by-law for short-term rentals during an electronic 
public participation meeting held recently.

A Special and Public council meeting was held 
over Zoom and streamed on Facebook on August 29 
regarding the draft of the Short-Term Rental Licens-
ing By-Law. The proposed by-law would regulate all 
types of short-term rentals within Stratford such as 
hostels, bed and breakfasts, inns, rooming houses, 
boarding houses, and short-term rental accommoda-
tions.

Some of the changes include limiting the number 
of days of stay to no more than 28 consecutive days, 
prohibiting events such as weddings and receptions 
and increasing the liability insurance requirement to 
$5 million. Every short-term rental as defined under 
the by-law must have a license to operate. 

Participants expressed frustration throughout the 
meeting and noted that the draft by-law comes after 
the hospitality industry struggled the past two years 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic and is trying to 
recover. 

“While we understand this by-law has been in the 
works for some time, you’re all well aware this is 
high season for all stakeholders,” Rhonda Lee Ste-
venson-Read, president of Stratford and Area Bed 
and Breakfasts and Accomodations, said. “We are 
recuperating after the two years of COVID shut-
downs, yet council keeps pushing their agenda in 
this climate.”

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Berger Plumbing is a full service Berger Plumbing is a full service 

company for all your plumbing, company for all your plumbing, 

heating and excavation needs! heating and excavation needs! 

Fully licensed and insured plumbers Fully licensed and insured plumbers 

and gas fitters on staff.and gas fitters on staff.

www.marshallgroup.ca

519-275-0808
Sales Representative

p.marshall@marshallgroup.ca

Paul S. 
Marshall

FIRST CHOICE REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

BUS: 519-271-5515

Serving Stratford and area for over 30 years!

Always Expect the Best!

Thinking of buying or selling?
Use a local realtor with over 

35 years of experience!

145 Ontario St., Stratford
bowlbar.ca
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Times Correspondent

STEWART GRANT
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Stratford Fall Fair is back!
McGonigle excitedly shared with me 

a long list of activities that are available 
to families at no charge during the four 
days of events, such as Lazer Tag, face 
painting, pet show, several cattle shows 
and 4-H exhibitions, a mini Prince and 
Princess competition, the Ambassador 
competition, Little Ray’s reptile demon-
stration, exhibit halls, and the incredible 
‘Farm to You’ experience.  

“With ‘Farm to You’, we have probably 
the largest selection and variety of an-
imals that’s offered at a provincial fair. 

We have water buffalo, alpacas, horses, 
dairy cattle, beef cattle, calves, pigs, 
goats, rabbits… We have so many ani-
mals that kids can interact with, and all 
of the safety precautions are in place,” 
she shared.

While admission to the fair and many 
of the aforementioned features are of 
no cost to patrons, there is of course a 
charge for the Midway, which is operat-
ed by Campbell Amusements. The mid-
way runs 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Thursday, 
September 22nd, 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Friday, September 23rd, 11:00 a.m. to 

10 p.m. on Saturday, September 24th, 
and 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
September 25th. Tickets options include 
Toonie Day Thursday, Kid’s Day Fri-
day, Bracelet Day Saturday and Regular 
pricing Sunday, there are lots of options 
available.

The Chair of the Fair this year is Mar-
tin Ritsma. “The Board of Directors of 
the Stratford and District Agricultural 
Society is proud to use this long-standing 
event to both entertain and educate our 
visitors that attend the ‘Fall Fair’”, he said 
in a statement. “The four fun filled days 
at the ‘Fair’ are a true reflection of the 
Agricultural Society’s mandate, where 
we strive to bring rural and urban com-
munities together. As this year’s tag line 
suggests, we wish to provide all our visi-
tors with an opportunity to explore what 
agriculture is all about in Perth County. 
Certainly, our Farm to You experience 
allows patrons to have an up-close visit 
with a wide variety of farm animals and 
to ask questions and learn about the agri-
culture sectors in our local area.”

“I encourage you to take some time to 
watch our 4-H members and their ani-
mals in the dairy competitions. Be sure 
to explore the Home Craft displays and 
the amazing School Fair entries in the 
Community Hall,” he added.

For those interested in participating in 
the Home Craft displays, the Complete 
Prize Book is available online at strat-
fordagriculturalsociety.com, where you 
can find information on all the options. 

Entries for exhibitors must be placed on 
Wednesday, September 21st between 1 
p.m. and 8 p.m. in the Community Hall 
of the Stratford Rotary Complex.

Also available on the website are de-
tails regarding the Fall Fair Ambassador 
program, which is being coordinated 
by Heidi Danen and Claire Milton. The 
Ambassador program is an incredible 
opportunity for youth, aged 17 to 22, 
which enhances one’s leadership, public 
speaking ability, interview skills, agri-
culture awareness and community in-
volvement. The deadline for entries for 
the Ambassador Competition is Septem-
ber 14th. For more information, please 
see stratfordagriculturalsociety.com/
ambassadors. This is where you can also 
find information on the Mini Prince and 
Mini Princess which is open to young 
males and females between the ages of 
six and nine years of age. 

There is so much more to say about 
all that is available at this year’s fair, but 
rather than read about it, why not go ex-
perience it yourself. The first event takes 
place on Thursday with the Seniors’ Eu-
chre Tournament at Burnside Agriplex, 
while the Exhibit Halls, Farm to You, 
and Midway all open at 4:00 p.m. The 
proceedings officially kick off on Thurs-
day the 22nd with the Opening Ceremo-
nies at the Rotary Complex’s Communi-
ty Hall.

Whatever suits your fancy, mark your 
calendar for September 22 to 25 and 
we’ll see you at the Stratford Fair!
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Rabies Vaccination
& Microchip Clinics
Wednesday, September 28 | 1-4 pm

Wednesday, October 26 | 1-4 pm

Wednesday, November 30 | 1-4 pm

Stratford Perth Humane Society
125 Griffith Rd., Stratford

Rabies
Vaccination  

$30

Microchip   
$30

Both  $50
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Book through our website at kwsphumane.ca
Clinics run monthly except July, Aug. and Dec.

In partnership with Huron Perth Public Health
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181ST FREE ADMISSION

September 22 - 25, 2022

STRATFORD ROTARY COMPLEX

See full event schedule at www.stratfordagriculturalsociety.com

MIDWAY HOURSMIDWAY HOURS
Thursday, September 22 Thursday, September 22 © 4 - 10 p.m. 4 - 10 p.m.

Friday, September 23 Friday, September 23 © 2 - 10 p.m. 2 - 10 p.m.
Saturday, September 24 Saturday, September 24 © 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday, September 25 Sunday, September 25 © 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursday © friday © saturday © sunday

• Euchre Tournament• Euchre Tournament
• Midway Opens• Midway Opens

• Exhibit Hall• Exhibit Hall
Farm to YouFarm to You
• Family BBQ• Family BBQ

• Opening Ceremonies• Opening Ceremonies
•Ambassador •Ambassador 
CompetitionCompetition

•4H Dairy Club•4H Dairy Club
•Exhibit Hall•Exhibit Hall
• Farm to You• Farm to You

• Midway Open - Kids • Midway Open - Kids 
Special 10/$5Special 10/$5

• Western Ontario 4H • Western Ontario 4H 
Championship ShowChampionship Show

• Exhibit Hall• Exhibit Hall
• Farm to You• Farm to You
• Lazer Tag• Lazer Tag

• Face Painting• Face Painting
• Mini Princess & • Mini Princess & 

Prince CompetitionPrince Competition
• Lego Tables• Lego Tables

• Dairy Goat Show• Dairy Goat Show
• Midway Open - • Midway Open - 

Bracelet DayBracelet Day
• Baby Show• Baby Show

• Ontario Texas • Ontario Texas 
Longhorn ShowLonghorn Show

• School Fair • School Fair 
Livestock ShowLivestock Show

• Western Horse • Western Horse 
ShowShow

• Church Service• Church Service
• Exhibit Hall• Exhibit Hall
• Farm to You• Farm to You
• Lazer Tag• Lazer Tag

• Face Painting• Face Painting
• Lego Tables• Lego Tables

• Little Ray’s Live • Little Ray’s Live 
DemoDemo

• Midway Open• Midway Open
• Show ‘n Shine/BBQ/• Show ‘n Shine/BBQ/

Live MusicLive Music
• Open Miniature • Open Miniature 

Horse ShowHorse Show
• Pet Show• Pet Show

• Kid’s Pedal Tractor • Kid’s Pedal Tractor 
RaceRace

• Egg Drop• Egg Drop
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Seltos 2023 Kia Sportage2022 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Karen Zamaria, owner of A B&B 
on Bay, Acrylic Dreams, told coun-
cil that she was angry with the new 
rules after all of the work put into her 
bed and breakfast the past 35 years. 

“We put out heart, soul, blood, 
sweat, and tears in this. It’s a labour 
of love,” Zamaria said. “I am really, 
really upset and demoralized by all 
of you, I find that there is no support. 
This is like a punch in the face from 
you. I really think we need greater 
clarity and greater comprehension of 
the whole entire picture.”

Several participants were also 
concerned about the price increase 
requirement for liability insurance. 
Murray Sanderson, the owner of 
Mornington Rose Bed and Break-
fast, said that while the increase in 
insurance will depend on the bed 
and breakfast itself, it will be costly 
and especially so for small b&b es-
tablishments. 

“It is my firm opinion that the 
requirements set out in this bylaw 
will seriously reduce the number of 
bed and breakfasts in Stratford. Al-
though I do not make any pretense 
that I am speaking for any short-
term rentals, I firmly believe they 
also will find the conditions too 
onerous to continue as well,” he said. 

Sanderson also said that bed and 
breakfasts in Stratford have been 
quite concerned about enforcement 
of the current short-term rental by-
law for a while, and felt that beyond 

a few letters, not much was done to 
address the illegal short-term rentals 
and bed and breakfasts. 

“What assurance do we have that 
the current illegal bed and break-
fasts will be included in the licens-
ing? What assurance do we have that 
the current legal bed and 
breakfasts will not be at an 
economic disadvantage 
once again? What actions 
will the city take to enforce 
this by-law?” he asked. 

As bed and breakfasts in 
Stratford have held wed-
dings, parties, and other 
celebrations in their facili-
ties for years, participants 
at the meeting were also 
confused by the new re-
striction presented in the 
draft by-law.

“Many, many B&Bs in 
Stratford have done so for 
many years without inci-
dent. What has brought 
about this change? We be-
lieve it is unfair and unnec-
essary,” said George Mack-
ie, owner and operator of 
Hughson House. Mackie 
also called bed and break-
fast operators “true ambas-
sadors for Stratford.”

Eric Irwin, another par-
ticipant speaking at the 
meeting, said that there’s 
a growing need for more 
short-term rentals in Strat-

ford.
“Providing options to all demo-

graphics is important for the eco-
nomic growth in the area,” he said. 
“Adding additional bureaucratic red 
tape, and additional costs associated 
with licensing will limit Stratford’s 
growth with hospitality, entertain-
ment, retail, and service industries 

and deter additional investment and 
prevent many from renting their 
homes while they’re away on vaca-
tion over the winter or during the 
summer while away at a cottage.”

Councillor Jo-De Burbach, Coun-
cillor Tom Clifford and Mayor Dan 
Mathieson were absent from the 
meeting. 

The questions and comments from 
the meeting and sent to the City of 
Stratford will be featured in a report 
to be presented at a future Infra-
structure, Transportation, and Safe-
ty Sub-committee meeting, where 
the sub-committee will debate on 
the draft by-law. The meeting is 
scheduled for September 28.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Short-term rental licensing

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vassilakos for Mayor 

Live  
Work  
Play 

 
 
Join me at the Yellow Bench. No appointment necessary! 

Dates, times, locations at:  
https://www.kathyvassilakos.ca/yellow-bench 

Conversations with the Candidate 

Authorized and paid for by the Vassilakos Cam
paign 
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Advertising Inquiries

Contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341
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(If interested in contributing to the 
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Stratford's Community Newspaper 
Established 2021

The Stratford Times is published monthly on the 
second Friday of each month and is free to all citizens 
either in print format or online at stratfordtimes.com. 

The newspaper is owned and published by 
Grant Haven Management Inc., a local business who 

also publishes the St. Marys Independent and 
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.

@StratfordTimesNewspaper 

@stratford_times 

@Stratford_Times

Letters to the Editor: Please email 
to stratfordtimes@gmail.com, or send 
to our physical office at the St. Marys 
Independent, PO Box 2310, 36 Water 
Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.

Say:
"I Read It In The 

Stratford Times!"
Proud member of the 
Ontario Community 

Newspaper Association

Terry Fox Run set for 
September 18th 

STRATFORDTIMES
Guiding Principles

1. Everyone has a story

2. The news should be free for all to enjoy

3. Good news beats bad news

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

5. Newspapers document history

6. Newspapers strengthen communities

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)

8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated

One of Canada’s most special and impactful traditions, 
the Terry Fox Run returns to Stratford and hundreds of 
other communities across the nation on Sunday, Septem-
ber 18th.

Rena Spevack Orr, who has been the community orga-
nizer of the Terry Fox Run in Stratford since 1999, told 
the Times that this year, the local fundraising run is back 
to an in-person event. 

“The Terry Fox Run will take place on September 18 
at Upper Queen’s Park in Stratford,” she said. “Registra-
tion can be done online or in person on September 18, 
any time from 8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., near the picnic 
tables.”  

“As always, the Terry Fox Run is a non-competitive 
event. Everyone is welcome to walk, run cycle or just 
come by to remember Terry Fox and his goal to end can-
cer.” 

Donations and funds raised can be sent in either online 
or on-site at Upper Queen’s Park. There will also be Ter-
ry Fox t-shirts available for purchase. 

Spevack Orr added that for those who are not ready to 
participate in an in-person event, virtual participation is 
another option, since everything can be done online.

Terry Fox passed through Stratford on July 20, 1980 
during his Marathon of Hope. Crowds lined the streets of 
the City that day to catch a glimpse of Terry during his 

heroic journey across Canada to raise money for cancer 
research. Before he was forced to stop his run, Terry ran 
approximately the distance of a marathon (42 km) each 
day, every day for 143 days. His total distance traveled 
was 5,373 km, stretching across six provinces, from St. 
John’s, Newfoundland to Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

The Terry Fox Run has run annually in the City of 
Stratford since 1986, and over $350,000 has been cumu-
latively raised during those runs. This impressive figure 
does not even include the separate tally raised through 
the various local schools in their own Terry Fox runs.

Please consider how you can support this year’s run 
by either participating, sponsoring a participant, or by 
making a donation. Terry’s dream was to find a cure for 
cancer and this dream continues.

To date, The Terry Fox Foundation has raised more 
than $850 million and funded 1,300 innovative cancer 
research projects, bringing hope and health to millions 
of Canadians. Visit terryfox.org for more information 
and to learn how you can help take Terry’s Marathon of 
Hope across the finish line.

STEWART GRANT

Editor

(TERRYFOX.ORG PHOTO)
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Voting Day Voting Day 
October 24October 24

MICHAEL BANNERMAN
PLEASE CONSIDER

- WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

FOR

PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE
Has lived in Stratford for over 25 years with his wife Christy and four 
children (Caleb, Meagan, Nate & Zachary)

Over 20 years of experience working in the Mental Health field as a 
Psycho-Social Rehabilitation Specialist

Previously served as a School Board Trustee for the Avon Maitland School 
Board (2010-2014)

Additional board/committee experience including, but not limited to 
S.E.A.C. (Special Education Advisory Council), Stratford Police Services 
Board, Huron-Perth Legal Aid Board, The Larry Bannerman Foundation 
and The Huron-Perth Canadian Mental Health Board

A passionate supporter of the arts, the trades, and the athletics in our 
school system

A strong advocate for kids struggling with mental health concerns, 
learning disabilities and other challenges

“EDUCATION IS NOT 
THE FILLING OF 
A PAIL, BUT THE 

LIGHTING OF A FIRE”

V
O

T
E
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WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certificates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies
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Intriguing Election forthcoming in Stratford
Incumbents traditionally have a strong 

advantage in elections of all types. Those 
who are already in office have built re-
lationships, gained experience, and have 
completed projects to move the City for-
ward. On the other hand though, it’s no 

secret that have been some issues with-
in the past municipal term. Critics have 
pointed to a lack of transparency, most 
notably with regards to the Xinyi Glass 
development that was eventually nixed 
due to public outcry. Certainly, this Oc-
tober’s election in Stratford will be very 
interesting to see how it plays out. 

Mayor Dan Mathieson will not be 
running for re-election in 2022, having 
served five terms as Mayor of Stratford 
and who has been a member of Council 
since 1995.

The 2022 Mayoral race will be contest-
ed by three candidates, as current Coun-
cillors Martin Ritsma and Kathy Vassi-
lakos will be joined by local architect 

Robert Ritz.
There are 10 Councillor positions avail-

able for election and these will be decided 
among 29 candidates. 

With Ritsma and Vassilakos running 
for Mayor, and with Councillors Danielle 
Ingram, Tom Clifford and Graham Bun-
ting not seeking re-election, there are just 
five incumbents running for for Council-
lor election this year among the 10 po-
sitions available. They are Brad Beatty, 
Jo-Dee Burbach, Dave Gaffney, Bonnie 
Henderson, Cody Sebben.

A total of 29 candidates are running 
for the 10 Council positions, which is 
the highest amount of participation seen 
in recent years. The last four elections 

(2018, 2014, 2010, and 2006) had 23, 28, 
24, and 23 candidates running for Coun-
cillor positions, respectively. 

Non-incumbents running in the 2022 
Council elections are Lesley Biehn, Tay-
lor Briscoe, Lisa Cloutier, Pascal D’As-
tous, Jason Davis, Ryan Doyle, Tom 
Drake, Tim Forster, Mark Hunter, Alan 
Kasperski, Geoff Krauter, Kevin Kruch-
kywich, John Lewis, Larry McCabe, 
James Montgomery, Ian Morton, Daniel 
Nedecki, Harj Nijjar, Jobyna Powath, 
Don Robinson, Rob Russell, Robb Wil-
liamson, Ken Wood, and Geza Wordofa.

In 2018, a total of 11,658 voters partic-
ipated in the City of Stratford election 
process.

Though the Stratford Times 
typically comes out on the 
second Friday of the month, 
we are making an exception 
next month when our paper 
comes out on Friday, October 
7th. There are a couple of rea-
sons for this but one of these 
reasons is to provide more 

time to absorb our election 
coverage prior to the election 
on October 24, 2022.

In this month’s issue you’ll 
already notice that we have 
some candidates’ ads on pag-
es 3, 5, and 14. Next month 
we will again have election 
advertisements where can-
didates can build awareness 
about their campaigns. We 
will also be inviting all can-

didates, free of charge, to 
send in their profile picture 
and up to 300 words of their 
choosing to communicate 
directly with voters to tell 
people about themselves and 
explain where they stand on 
the issues that are most im-
portant to them. 

In addition, we’ll have a re-
port on the Stratford Munic-
ipal Debate which is taking 

place on October 3rd at the 
Rotary Complex and which 
is hosted by the Stratford & 
District Chamber of Com-
merce.

All in all, we should have 
about 10 pages worth of cov-
erage in next month’s Strat-
ford Times which will hope-
fully be a valuable resource 
to citizens as they plan to cast 
their vote.

MAYOR
Martin Ritsma
Robert Ritz
Kathy Vassilakos

COUNCILLOR 
(select up to ten (10))

Brad Beatty
Lesley Biehn
Taylor Briscoe
Jo-Dee Burbach
Lisa Cloutier
Pascal D'Astous
Jason Davis
Ryan Doyle
Tom Drake
Tim Forster
Dave Gaffney

Bonnie Henderson
Mark Hunter
Alan Kasperski
Geoff Krauter
Kevin Kruchkywich
John Lewis
Larry McCabe
James Montgomery
Ian Morton
Daniel Nedecki
Harj Nijjar 
Jobyna Powath
Don Robinson
Rob Russell
Cody Sebben
Robb Williamson
Ken Wood
Geza Wordofa

AVON MAITLAND 
DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARD TRUSTEE 
(select up to two (2))

Michael Bannerman
Deepika Mishra
Andrew Mugford
Bruce Whitaker

HURON-PERTH 
CATHOLIC DISTRICT 
SCHOOL BOARD 
TRUSTEE 
(select up to one (1))

Tina Doherty (Acclaimed)

FRENCH LANGUAGE 
PUBLIC DISTRICT 
SCHOOL BOARD 
(select up to one (1))

David O'Hara
Joseph Vandermeer

FRENCH LANGUAGE 
CATHOLIC DISTRICT 
SCHOOL BOARD)
(select up to one (1))

Sylvie C. Barbeau-
Chmielewski
Meghan Reale

About next months’ election coverage

Complete list of 2022 Municipal Candidates

• A new Supervisor of Home-
lessness and Housing Stability was 
unanimously approved on August 
8th by the Social Services Commit-
tee. The full-time position was de-
veloped by City staff to help address 
the increased need for services as 
the number of people experiencing 
homelessness and housing instability 
continues to rise. 

• The City Council approved the 
25th Dragon Boat Festival an event 
of municipal significance. This desig-
nation is required by the Alcohol and 
Gaming Commission of Ontario in 
order for the event organizers to ob-
tain a liquor license.

• November 2022 is officially Lung 
Cancer Awareness Month in the City 
of Stratford. The proclamation was 
made “to recognize the need for re-
search in lung cancer affecting wom-
en and lung cancer health disparities 
and encourage all citizens to learn 
about lung cancer and early detection 
through lung cancer screening. Sep-
tember was also proclaimed Child-
hood Cancer Canada Month by the 
City.

• Council voted not to extend Robert 
Swayze as the Integrity Commission-
er and will begin searching for a new 
candidate to fill that role. Swayze will 
continue to serve in the role for up to 
12 months while City staff reviews 
the services provided by the Integrity 
Commissioner and drafts a proposal 
for the new Commissioner to be pre-
sented sometime in 2023.

Council Briefs

STEWART GRANT

Editor

STEWART GRANT

Editor

Attention Candidates!
The Stratford Times would like to help you with 

your election campaign.
Place an ad in our October issue coming out October 7, 2022

Email stratfordtimes@gmail.com or call 519-655-2341



September 2022 7Stratford Times

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

Contribute to your local 
community newspaper! 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Send articles, sports or event recaps, and photos to

investStratford CEO headlines local 
Business Excellence Awards nominees

 The Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce announced the nominees for 
their 26th annual Business Excellence 
Awards and 36 Stratford businesses were 
nominated across nine categories. Addi-
tionally, the Business Leader of the Year 
will go to investStratford’s CEO Joani 
Gerber who will give the night’s keynote 
address.

Beginning with the Commercial catego-
ry, both of the nominees are based out of 
Stratford, with Brown Heating and Cool-
ing and Ken Robinson Refrigeration Inc. 
nominated for the Commercial award.

Next, the Entrepreneur category also 
features an all-Stratford slate of nomi-

nees. The five businesses in the mix for 
this award are Expressions Hair Design, 
Illume Wellness Spa, Lavender and Lem-
on Cleaning Company, Malt Staging and 
Design, and Steelecrest Property Care.

The Hospitality category is tied for 
having the largest pool of nominees with 
11 businesses eligible to win this award. 
All but two of those businesses are based 
out of Stratford, including Black Angus 
Bakery and Catering, Braai House, Erie 
Drive-In, Gourmet Chef At Your Table 
Inc., Madelyn’s Diner, McDonald’s (SS-
JEM Holdings Ltd.), Stratford Country 
Club, The Bruce Hotel, and The Livery 
Yard Stratford.

In the Innovation category, one business 
was nominated and it was Destination 
Stratford.

Moving to the Manufacturing category, 
two of the three businesses nominated are 
from Stratford, including Cooper Stan-
dard Automotive and Little Lakes Ma-
chine and Tool.

Next is the Non-Profit category which 
has six nominees. All but one are based 
out of Stratford, including A Child’s Smile, 
Family Services Perth-Huron, The Local 
Community Food Centre, The Prosperity 
Project, and United Way Perth-Huron.

All three of the businesses nominated 
in the Professional category are local to 
Stratford. The list of nominees in this cat-
egory includes McCutchen & Pearce Pro-
fessional Corporation, Nesbitt Financial 
Strategies, and Stratford Plastic Surgery.

One Stratford business was nominated 
as part of the Retail category which also 

includes two businesses from nearby St. 
Marys. The sole Stratford business eligi-
ble to win the Retail award is The Barkery 
Bakery For Dogs.

Finally, the Service category joins the 
Hospitality ranks with 11 nominees. The 
Stratford contingent of businesses in this 
category includes Accountable Automo-
tive Inc., Blue Heron Delivery, Camp-Out 
RV, Moore Creative Consulting, PAWS 
Pet Sitting, The Green Hair Spa, and The 
UPS Store.

This year’s award gala will be hosted 
at the Arden Park Hotel on October 13th 
starting at 5:00 p.m. with a reception. Din-
ner will take place at 6:00 and 6:30, the 
award presentations will begin. Congratu-
lations and best of luck to all the business-
es that were nominated.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

HPHA ER hours reduction due to staffing 
and availability shortages 

Staffing shortages led the Huron 
Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) 
to enact several temporary reduc-
tions in emergency department 
hours throughout the spring and 
summer at three of their hospitals. 

The HPHA announced multiple 
times throughout the summer on 
their website and social media pag-
es that the emergency departments 
of the St. Marys Memorial Hospital, 
Seaforth Community Hospital, and 
the Clinton Public Hospital would 
experience a reduction in hours of 
operation. 

Andrew Williams, the president 
and CEO of the HPHA, said the re-
duced hours came from a shortage 
of staff and staff availability - with 
more vacant positions than there are 
job seekers. 

“If you have a base staff of two 
and one suddenly is unavailable for 
whatever reason - illness, emergen-
cy in the family - and we can't find 
a replacement, then we have no op-
tion but to reduce the hours for that 
period of time,” Williams said. “It's 
certainly something we don’t like to 
do but it is the responsible decision 
to make in the moment.”

The HPHA works with EMS and 
other hospitals to make sure that 
those needing emergency care can 
get it. The healthcare alliance’s web-
site, when posting about temporary 
hour reductions, will also include a 
list of where the closest ERs are lo-

cated. 
So far, the Stratford General Hos-

pital hasn’t had to reduce the hours 
of operation in their emergency de-
partment. However, the hospital still 
has less staff than ideal. The staff-
ing issues affect all aspects of health 
care, not just hospitals. 

"When you have those issues, it 
makes it very challenging to run 
the system appropriately on behalf 
of your communities and your staff 
and your organizations,” Williams 
said. 

On August 25, the HPHA an-
nounced on Facebook that the orga-
nization had 20 spots for new grad 
RNs and RPNs through the Minis-
try of Health’s Community Com-
mitment Program for Nurses. The 
program, funded by Health Force 
Ontario, provides $25,000 to nurses 
who have not been employed as a 
nurse in Ontario during the past six 
months. 

"Any incentives that you can pro-
vide help deal with issues in the 
moment. The reality, though, that 
we can't lose sight of is that there 
are not enough people for the jobs. 
It doesn't matter how many incen-
tives you put out there, so long as 
that gap remains, that supply and 
demand gap, it makes it really dif-
ficult,” Williams said. “Having said 
that, if we can incentivize people to 
perhaps work in regions where they 
might not otherwise have - and that's 
often in the smaller communities, 
rural, Northern communities - that's 
a positive thing."

The HPHA is also closely work-
ing with the Ontario government to 
ensure that the healthcare alliance is 
providing high-quality and sustain-
able healthcare. Williams said that 
changes must be made in the health-
care system for improvement. 

"We know the way things are to-
day, if we don't change we're going 
to have the same issues the next year 
and the year after when it comes to 
pressure not only on emergency de-
partments, but every aspect of the 
health system,” Williams said. 

He added individual actions 
like getting vaccinated and boost-
ed, staying at home when sick and 
wearing a mask when appropriate 
can help ease the strain on the health 
care system, especially as the fall 
approaches and activities shift in-
doors. Although masking mandates 
have mostly disappeared across On-
tario, the HPHA still requires any-
one entering the hospital to wear 
masks and has vaccine mandates in 
place for new staff. 

If you have to use the emergency 
room, call EMS. The HPHA saw a 
significant drop in emergency room 
visits at the start of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, but Williams the emer-
gency room is safe to go to when 
needed. 

"They absolutely are the appropri-
ate place to go if you need emergen-
cy services. Don't avoid accessing 
care,” he said.

Updates on the HPHA-run hospi-
tals’ emergency rooms can be found 
via hpha.ca/Newsroom. 

On August 31, 2022, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr. Moore, announced that children aged five 
to 11 will be eligible for a booster dose of COVID-19 
vaccine.  

Eligible children can receive their first booster dose at 
a recommended interval of at least six months following 
their most recent dose.

“A booster helps to restore protection against 
COVID-19 that may have decreased over time”, says Dr. 
Lauren Hayward, Physician Consultant at Huron Perth 
Public Health. “COVID-19 vaccines are safe, effective, 
and continue to provide excellent protection against se-
rious illness. I strongly encourage everyone to stay up 
to date with your COVID-19 vaccinations by receiving 
all doses recommended, based on your age and health 
status.”  

Children and youth who have not yet received a first or 
second dose of COVID-19 vaccine are encouraged to do 
so. Vaccines continue to be available for other age groups 
as well. 

Dates and locations for HPPH vaccination clinics can 
be found at www.hpph.ca/GetVaccinated. Clinics are by 
appointment only; however, pregnant individuals and 
children ages five to 11 can walk in to most HPPH clinics 
(HPPH cannot provide vaccine for individuals ages five 
and up at our clinics designated only for those ages six 
months to under five years). COVID-19 vaccinations are 
also still available through some pharmacies and prima-
ry care providers.

Starting September 19, HPPH vaccination clinics will 
be all-ages and provide vaccinations for individuals six 
months and older. This will allow families with children 
both under, and over, the age of five to attend a single 
clinic.

Book your appointment for an HPPH clinic:
• Online at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/ 
• By calling the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre at 

1-833-943-3900, or
• By calling the HPPH booking line at 1-833-753-2098 

(open Monday-Friday 9 am to 3:30 pm)
• Please note that on Friday, September 9, 2022, the 

HPPH booking line will be closed from 9 am to 11:30 
am. However, the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre 
will continue to take appointments and online booking 
will be available as well.

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Five to 11 year olds 
now eligible for 

COVID-19 vaccine 
booster
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Student and school participation sought in Stratford Times

The Tuesday after Labour Day is always one of the 
most busy and exciting days of the calendar year, and 
Stratford was no exception as the City’s 11 elementa-
ry schools and 2 secondary schools welcomed back 
their students.

The Times reached out to each of the schools during 
the first week and obtained either exact, or in some 
cases approximate, 2022-23 enrolment figures, which 
are listed below. 

In the aggregate, we see that there are roughly 3,160 
students enrolled in elementary schools this year, 
with about 74% in the Avon Maitland District School 
Board and roughly 26% of them in Huron-Perth Cath-
olic District School Board.

At the secondary school level, Stratford District 
Secondary School has just over 1,400 students this 
year while St. Michael Catholic Secondary School 
has about 800 students, making for a split of rough-
ly 64% to 36% in the size of the public vs. Catholic 
schools.

When I grew up in the 1980’s, the local 
newspaper was an interesting source of 
information for all ages. Even as a kid, 
I enjoyed reading our local St. Marys 
paper because I would often know peo-
ple who were featured in the stories and 
photos, and even sometimes I’d be in the 

newspaper, and it was such a thrill and 
something for the scrapbook. Perhaps it 
would be for sports, for 4-H club, or for 
something to do with the school.

The reason why I mention this is be-
cause I think this sort of thing is im-
portant. I think that kids should be en-
couraged to take an interest in their local 
newspaper, and what better way to do 
that is by including content that is rele-

vant to them and perhaps even created by 
them. 

If you are a student, parent, teacher, or 
administrator from any of the Stratford 
schools, I’d love to hear your ideas; and 
please keep us in mind throughout the 
year as interesting things are happening. 
Sometimes it’s as simple as sending us 
an interesting photo with a caption, or 
it’s sending us a story idea or an article 

submission. 
As a small staff, we can’t be every-

where at once but we do hope to contin-
ue to improve our community reporting, 
and one day we hope to convert to a 
weekly newspaper and therefore quadru-
ple our local news coverage. Please reach 
out to us at any time at stratfordtimes@
gmail.com or call Wendy at our reception 
desk at 519-655-2341. 

Stratford schools welcome back 
thousands of students

Stratford Schools - 2022/23
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS Grades School Board Address Principal Enrolment*
Anne Hathaway Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 77 Bruce St Adrienne Jacques 380              
Bedford Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 59 Bedford Dr Mike Stanley 470              
Avon Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 31 Huntingdon Ave Jo Anne Knechtel 450              
Stratford Intermediate School 7-8 Avon Maitland DSB 60 St. Andrew St. Erin Cassone 495              
Romeo Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 49 Rebecca St. Stefan Schneider 135              
Hamlet Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 315 W. Gore St. Shannon Hughes 220              
Shakespeare Public School JK-6 Avon Maitland DSB 35 Mowat St. Kristy Illman 203              
Jeanne Sauve Catholic School JK-8 Huron-Perth Catholic DSB 8 Grange St. Jennifer Keene 262              
St. Aloysuis Catholic School JK-8 Huron-Perth Catholic DSB 228 Avondale Ave. Andrea Leroux 224              
St. Ambrose Catholic School JK-8 Huron-Perth Catholic DSB 181 Louise St. Rebecca Liotta 178              
St. Joseph's Catholic School JK-8 Huron-Perth Catholic DSB 363 St. Vincent St. Shona Gracey 144              

SECONDARY SCHOOLS Grades School Board Address Principal Enrolment*
Stratford District Secondary School 9-12 Avon Maitland DSB 428 Forman Ave Kim Crawford 1,400           
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School 9-12 Huron-Perth Catholic DSB 240 Oakdale Ave. Chris Grace 800              

* in some cases, the enrolment figures are approximated

STRATFORDTIMES
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Pick Up Locations
Sebringville Esso
Dave's Diner - Sebringville
Stratford-Perth Museum
Cozyn's
Stratford Rotary Complex
No Frills
Sobey's
Wightman
Shoppers Drug Mart
Madelyn's
Tim Hortons
Mornington Variety

Buzz Stop
Union Barber
Stratford Public Library
HH Delea
Balzacs Coffee
Queen's Inn
Arden Park Hotel
The Bruce Hotel
Stratford Motor Products
Stratford Legion
Festival Marketplace
Stratford Nissan

Stratford Subaru
Peavey Mart
Stratford Honda
Walmart
Shakespeare Variety
Shakespeare Brewery
Shakespeare Esso
Joe's Variety
Zehrs
Food Basics
Stratford Variety
Foodland

Freeland's Diner
Stratford Hyundai
Stratford Chamber of Commerce
A.N.A.F.
McDonald's - Erie St
Expressway Ford
Strickland's Toyota
Stratford KIA
Fix Auto
Erie Street Esso
Stratford Medical Pharmacy
Erie Convenience

Stratford Mazda
Stratford Hospital
The Livery Yard
The Parlour Restaurant & Inn
Erie Convenience
United Way Perth Huron
AJ's Hair / Festival Square / 
Features
Joe's Diner
The Urban Barber
Graham Energy - Hwy #7
Delmar Foods

STEWART GRANT

Editor

STEWART GRANT

Editor

St. Michael Catholic Secondary School Stratford District Secondary School
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AMDSB Focuses on Student 
Attendance with I AM Here Campaign

The Avon Maitland District School 
Board (AMDSB) is excited to welcome 
students and their families back to our 
schools. While students have been off for 
summer break, planning for the upcoming 
school year has been in full swing. A new 
school year allows for a fresh start and 
brings the opportunity to build new rela-
tionships and healthy habits in our homes 
and schools.

Regular school attendance has always 
been fundamental to student success. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has served 
to underscore this fact. During the past 
two years, transitions between in-person 
and online learning as well as mandatory 
self-isolation periods led some students to 
disengage from school which resulted in 
an overall decline in their achievement. 
Research tells us that missing just 10% of 
school, or 2 days a month, has a notable 
impact on academic success. This context 
has led AMDSB to launch its first ever at-
tendance campaign: I AM Here.

The I AM Here campaign aims to raise 
awareness about the importance of regular 
daily attendance and to provide staff, stu-
dents and parents/guardians with the nec-
essary tools to bolster attendance across 
Huron and Perth counties. For students, 
“I AM Here” means that they are present, 
on time and ready to learn each day. For 
school staff, “I AM Here” means that they 
stand with their students. They are reli-
able, dependable, caring adults who fa-
cilitate a safe, welcoming classroom envi-
ronment and are invested in each student’s 
success. For parents/ guardians, “I AM 
Here” means that they are engaged in en-
couraging their child’s education and are 
ready to connect with school staff when 
necessary. And for the community, “I AM 
Here” means that we support and encour-
age our children and youth by offering 

support – financial, physical, emotional, 
social – to ensure that students can attend 
school regularly. With additional informa-
tion and resources, we are hopeful that the 
2022-23 school year will be a memorable 
one. A year of hope for new healthy rela-
tionships, and for engagement in rich and 
meaningful learning and extracurricular 
activities.  

The focus on student attendance will be 
supported by four Attendance Counsel-
lors, who will be working collaborative-
ly with our Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Coaches, Administrators and community 
partners. Our trained staff will provide 
students with techniques to reduce anxi-
ety and stress through the use of healthy 
coping strategies. If necessary, they can 
also support referrals to alternative pro-
gramming or to community resources. 
Working with parents/guardians, they 
will support the development of a plan 
that encourages a full return to academic 
learning. Students and parents/guardians 
are asked to contact their school Princi-
pal to access the support of an Attendance 
Counsellor. 

“We know that regular attendance is 
crucial to student success. This campaign 
will not only raise awareness about this 
fact but also provide information and re-
sources for students and families who 
might be struggling to regularly attend. 
Our hope is to provide the right support 
where it’s needed.” says Emma Watts, 
System Principal. 

The I AM Here campaign official-
ly launched in September 2022. Watch 
AMDSB social media, school newsletters 
and other communication from AMDSB 
for strategies and tips to support a child’s 
regular attendance. For more information 
about the campaign, please visit amdsb.ca/
iamhere.

Teaching kids mindfulness strategies can help 
prepare back to school

An organization is helping kids learn 
mindfulness to prepare them for big 
events like going back to school. 

Mindful Kids Stratford teaches chil-
dren between four-years-old to-12-
years-old and their families how to prac-
tice mindfulness and make it part of a 
routine. Melissa McIntosh, the founder 
of Mindful Kids Stratford, offers in-per-
son and virtual one-on-one sessions, 
summer camps, and the online family 
wellness library. Through the programs, 
children and their families learn about 
forms of meditation including yoga, 
deep breathing, and art therapy. 

"What I say to kids is meditation is 
like kind of that open umbrella that we 
use on a rainy day. Each of the spokes 
under the umbrella are different forms 
of mediation,” McIntosh said.

All techniques teach kids to pause 
their wandering mind and to be more 

present.
“Once they're able to train their brain 

with mindfulness to do those mindful 
tools and to do those mindful exercises, 
those pathways in the mind are carved. 
The path has been set, and the more they 
practice and the more they get com-
fortable with it, their mind is going to 
know what to do when those big feelings 
arise,” she said.

More than 80 families participated in 
seven weeks of the summer camp pro-
gram for 2022. Pre-pandemic, the sum-
mer camp ran for two to three weeks.

“I think this generation of parents are 
seeing mindfulness as a lifestyle and 
as a wellness tool to start their kids off 
academically and emotionally with that 
alignment and with that balance,” she 
said. 

Back-to-School season is underway 
and it is the first once since the start of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic and with re-
strictions gone, the first “normal” school 
year for students and their families - 

some their first ever. McIntosh said that 
using mindfulness strategies can help 
with preparing kids for returning to the 
classroom, the changes that come with 
it such as new friends and teachers, and 
any other big changes in life.

“It's kind of like if I told you that you 
and I were going to do a cross-country 
race six months from now, you and I 
would get our bodies ready. We would 
do those runs and we work up to what-
ever that length of that cross country 
run is,” she said. “It’s really the same for 
mindfulness - training that mind with 
the mindful tools to get ready for that 
big life event like Back-To-School.” 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
screen time increased amid virtual 
learning and many activities shifting 
online. McIntosh said parents should 
spend time to get to know what technol-
ogy and apps are important to their kids 
for education and leisure time. Then, 
families can create a routine that works 
best for them and take a break if needed. 

“Parents know their kids best and if 
they need to take a break from certain 
technologies for certain things, I think 
that’s every right of every parent to say 
‘You know what? We're just going to 
take a break for a bit to reset and realign’ 
and then slowly reintroduce back in 
whatever that might be,” McIntosh said.

Mindful Kids Stratford will also start 
running their Mindful Mornings on PA 
Days throughout the school year for 
both the Avon Maitland District School 
Board and the Huron-Perth Catholic 
District School Board. It will be the first 
time running the Mindful Mornings on 
PA Days program since the COVID-19 
Pandemic began. 

"That's really the key and to the point 
for kids is to keep mindfulness interac-
tive, keep it fun, and connect it specifi-
cally to their everyday lives,” McIntosh 
said. “PA Day Mornings are fabulous 
for that throughout the school year.”

Visit mindfulkidsstratford.com for 
more information and activities. 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE
Madelyn’s Diner is an institution in Stratford and owners Krista & Peter Moore are 
constantly giving back to the community. John Nater was honoured to present them 
with Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Pins for their dedication to community/charitable caus-
es. They are well known for their butter tarts.

(JOHN NATER TWTTER PHOTO)
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

1) How many no-hitters have Blue Jay pitchers 
thrown?

2) What is Aurora Borealis commonly known as? 

3) Which is the non-contagious disease that is the 
most common in the world?

4) Which was the album the Beatles recorded the 
last time together? 

5) What is the largest mammal in the world? 

6) Which is the country where reggae music origi-
nated?  

7) Who painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel? 

8) Who was the writer of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland? 

9) Which is the smallest ocean in the world? 

10) What is the rhino’s horn made of?

Perth County’s 
Cultivating Opportunity Grant 

Program Application Period Now Open!

Work Begins on City of 
Stratford Sport Tourism 

Strategy

Arts Around/Culture Days 
Event returning October 1st

The Gallery Stratford has put out a 
call for local artists! They are presenting 
the Arts Around Stratford/Culture Days 
event which is set to return on Saturday, 
October 1st from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Nothing 
quite encompasses Stratford like an early 
Autumn artistic venture in the quaint city 
perusing the sights, sounds, and smells. 

Artists of all types are invited to ex-
hibit their work on the Gallery Stratford 
Grounds, or from the comfort of your 
own front lawn, driveway, porch, or side-

walk, and offer their art for sale if they 
choose. All artists with original creative 
work in any forms of media are encour-
aged to participate. Performing artists 
are welcome too! This is a great cultur-
al event to showcase your work and take 
in the plethora of local talent our region 
boasts!

For more information and to register, 
please contact alichti@stratfordgallery.
on.ca or bphillips@gallerystratford.on.
ca. Deadline for registration is September 
23rd, 2022. Further information will be 
forthcoming from the Gallery Stratford 
later this month. 

Perth County is 
excited to launch 
a refreshed Culti-
vating Opportunity 
Grant Program. The 
application period 
is now open for the 
Community Stream 
and eligible appli-
cants will be consid-
ered for grant funding up to a maximum of $2,500.

Community organizations play an essential role in 
improving the quality of life of residents. This stream 
of the Cultivating Opportunity Grant is intended to 
support not-for-profit organizations and registered 
charities whose programs and services are aligned 
with the goals of the Perth County’s strategic plan.

“We have great community organizations across 
the region who have creative ideas and ways to sup-
port the residents of Perth County.” said Warden Jim 
Aitcheson. “This is a vibrant rural region and County 
Council is excited to receive and review applications 

to the Community 
Stream.”

Those interested in 
applying are encour-
aged to visit www.
perthcounty.ca/
grants to download 
the program infor-
mation package and 
complete the online 

application form. Priority is given to organizations 
that provide programming and services for the benefit 
of the Perth County community and that align with 
the County’s Strategic Plan. Projects that support 
goals of the County’s Diversity, Equity and Anti-Rac-
ism Charter and/or the Joint Multi-YearAccessibility 
Plan are also encouraged.

The deadline to apply is November 30, 2022 at 
11:59pm. Questions about the grant program and ap-
plication process can be directed to Perth County’s 
Legislative Services Division by email clerk@perth-
county.ca or telephone 519-271-0531.

The City of Stratford has partnered 
with investStratford and Destination 
Stratford to develop a Sport Tourism 
Strategy for the City.

The project, funded through a grant 
that will be announced shortly, will 
assess the City’s current tourism as-
sets, gather information through pub-
lic consultations and provide a strat-
egy for growth and next steps. Mayor 
Dan Mathieson says “I am excited to 
see the Sport Tourism Strategy project 
move forward. It will be very beneficial 
to the City and require collaborative 
work between the City’s departments 
and partner organizations. We have a 
world-class theatre and I would love 
our sporting facilities to match that rep-
utation.”

All members of the public, sports 
groups, and service clubs are encour-
aged to participate in the consultations. 
“I believe it is essential for the City of 
Stratford to develop a comprehensive 
Sport Tourism Strategy. It opens the 
door to many economic development 
opportunities, and I am excited for 
the work to begin.” said Joani Gerber, 
CEO, investStratford. Opportunities 
will include online engagement via the 

City of Stratford’s Engage Stratford 
platform (https://engagestratford.ca), as 
well as in-person public consultations.

More information about the project 
is also available at https://visitstratford.
ca/sporttourism

The Sport Tourism Strategy project 
aims to:

• determine the economic impact, 
and the size and scope of existing sport 
tourism opportunities - including an 
inventory of capital assets (infrastruc-
ture) and human assets (volunteer 
groups, local sport associations)

• explore the potential to expand those 
existing opportunities and to identify 
new areas for growth, complete with fi-
nancial and socio-community impacts, 
effects and outcomes

• consider and recommend technol-
ogy tools that link sport bookings to 
tourism assets, amplifying the visitor 
experience with local retail, food/bev-

erage and accommoda-
tion providers

• provide a needs anal-
ysis for growth and po-
tential funding opportu-
nities

Destinate Group was 
selected as the consul-
tant to lead this work, 
and plans to begin public 
consultation on the Sport 
Tourism Strategy in Sep-
tember.

LAUREN EEDY

Times Correspondent

Support businesses 
that keep your 
community and its 
newspaper thriving
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Stratford Arts and Culture Collective set to Spice up Stratford
On Saturday, October 1, 2022, Wan-

nabe: A Spice Girls Tribute will take 
over Stratford’s Avon Theatre in sup-
port of the Stratford Arts and Culture 
Collective.

Starting at 7:30 p.m., audiences will 
be swept up in the music and energy of 
hits like “Wannabe,” “Stop,” “Viva For-

ever,” “Spice Up Your Life” and more.
Tickets are available now at stratford-

festival.ca/wannabe
Wannabe is the brainchild of a group 

of Toronto-based performers, including 
Stratford’s Anika Johnson, which has 
been thrilling audiences across North 
America for the past 10 years. With 

giant personalities, mega-watt singing 
voices, spot-on choreography, costume 
changes, English accents and platform 
shoes, these powerhouse women have 
brought Girl Power into the 21st cen-
tury with their larger-than life, epic 
shows.

“I grew up in Stratford singing and 
dancing to 
the Spice 
Girls in 
living 
rooms and 
backyards 
all over 
town, so 
I'm not 
exaggerat-
ing when 
I say it’s 

a dream come true to come home and 
play a Wannabe show on the Avon 
stage! This music is so fun and joyful 
- it’s exactly what the world needs right 
now - and we can’t wait to host a giant 
Girl Power dance party in support of 
the incredible work being done by the 
Stratford Arts and Culture Collective.”

All proceeds from this event go to 
support the Stratford Arts and Culture 
Collective. The SACC is supported by 
more than 30 Stratford arts and culture 
organizations and independent artists 
that are working together under one 
umbrella to make the dream of a Strat-
ford Arts and Culture Centre a reality at 
the new Copperlight, formerly known 
as Knox Church. For more information 
about the SACC and the project at the 
Copperlight, visit stratfordacc.com.

PAL Stratford’s 17th annual 
expect the extraordinary fundraiser

The PAL Stratford Board of Directors 
is delighted to announce our 17th annu-
al fundraiser, Expect the Extraordinary, 
on Monday, September 19, 2022, with a 
return to live performance at the Festival 
Theatre.

This year’s show, “Heart 
& Home” is hosted by 
Lucy Peacock with com-
pany members of the Strat-
ford Festival and other lo-
cal artists. Lucy and Music 
Director Paul Shilton have 
put together a beautiful 
production with poetry, 
comedy, song and dance 
that is guaranteed to enter-
tain and delight every bit 
as much as our past sixteen 
Expect the Extraordinary 
shows.

PAL Stratford is a Cana-
dian charitable organization dedicated to 
providing affordable housing and other 
services to members of Canada's retire-
ment-age professional artists and arts as-
sociates who need assistance for reasons 
of low income or disability. Now that our 
mortgage on 101 Brunswick St. has been 
fully paid, the revenue from Heart and 
Home will allow us to continue our plan-
ning for a second property to house those 
on our waiting list and to better serve our 

community through our Supporting Cast 
initiatives.

Did you know that PAL Stratford’s 
Supporting Cast offers transportation, 
light housekeeping, laundry, community 

connections and many oth-
er services to senior artists 
and arts associates who 
are able to remain in their 
homes with a little help? 
And these services are of-
fered free of charge by PAL 
Stratford. This fundraiser 
supports those important 
initiatives and allows us to 
assist members of our se-
nior arts community at no 
cost to them.

The evening also fea-
tures our spectacular Silent 
Auction showcasing cast-
signed 2022 show posters 

and other fabulous theatre memorabilia, 
jewelry, spa treatments, artwork, wine 
offerings and other delightful items from 
many local businesses.

Tickets are $25, $40, $55, $65, and $100, 
and are available online at www.palstrat-
ford.org or by calling the Stratford Fes-
tival box office at 1.800.567.1600. Arts 
workers’ discounted tickets in Zones A, 
B and C are $35 by contacting arlenej@
palstratford.org for the code.

TICKETS 
$100, $65, $55, $40 and $25

at the Festival Theatre Box Office 

or call 1-800-567-1600
or online at 

stratfordfestival.ca 
or palstratford.org

Arts Workers’ Tickets $35
Contact arlenej@palstratford.org for discount code

PAL Stratford presents our 17th Annual Expect the Extraordinary

LIVE
at the Festival Theatre
55 Queen Street, Stratford
Curtain: 7:30 PM

SILENT AUCTION
in the Festival Theatre Lobby 
Doors open at 6 p.m.

Original photograph by: Ann Baggley

Hosted by

LUCY PEACOCK 

Monday, September 19, 2022
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August 28th was the final Sunday for the 
Stratford and District Saddle Club to have 
a western riding competition at the Schlot-
zhauer farm east of Stratford on Line 37. 
This was the fifth weekend of the compe-
tition, and riders came from the surround-

ing area to compete for prizes. The area 
will also be the location for a fun day on 
September 11th and will host the Stratford 
Fall Fair horse show during the fair from 
September 22nd to September 25th. Sad-
dle club chair, Martin Ritsma, who also 
competed on Sunday, says he was pleased 
with the shows this summer and hopes to 
continue again next year.

Final Sunday of year for 
Stratford Saddle Club

Western riders waiting for their turn to compete in the ring on Sunday at the Stratford and 
District Saddle Club horse show.

Brianne Crawford competes with her horse in one of the timed speed races in the sand ring 
at the saddle club competition on Sunday, August 28.

Saddle club chairman, Martin Ritsma, puts his quarter horse through the paces in the barrel 
race on Sunday at the western show at the Schlotzhauer outdoor arena, east of Stratford.

You probably remember the old country 
tune that started out singing, “Give me a 
home where the buffalo roam and the deer 
and the antelope play.” Well, this is a story 
about a water buffalo farm in Perth Coun-
ty where they roam in a beautiful country 
setting for the Koskamp family in Down-
ie township, north of Avonton. They are 
milked twice a day in a sparkling clean 
milking parlour and produce A-2.     

A-2 milk that has a taste all its own. The 
dairy side of the farm is called Kampkreek 
Dairies, and consumers who have trouble 
digesting other dairy products should give 
water buffalo milk a try. The dairy has a 
line of products of pasteurized fluid milk 
in 1 litre (L), 2 L, and 20 L container siz-
es, as well as cheeses custom made by 
Stonetown Artisan Cheese near St. Marys 
for cheddar, Gouda, and raw milk Gouda, 
fresh mozzarella and ice cream made by 
Bake Vibes in London at the Western Fair 
market.

The farm also has the water buffalo meat 
side of their business called “Tenderbuff,” 
where the Koskamp’s carry a variety of 
buffalo meat cuts, including steaks, roasts, 
ground sausage, burgers, pepperettes and 
summer sausage. The meat is low in fat 

and calories, high in protein, high in iron, 
low in sodium and cholesterol and has a 
wonderful flavour. The Tenderbuff own-
ers feel the meat they retail is the answer 
to the health-conscious consumer wanting 
healthy and sustainable food. Their buffa-
loes are fed hay and other forages grown 
on their farm with a small amount of corn 
for a flavour finish that is hard to beat.

The family has built their business on 
hard work and organic growth. They 
started by approaching stores directly in 
the Toronto area and making their pitch to 
have them give the product a chance. They 
have since expanded into more stores in 
the area along with expansion all the way 
west to the Windsor area. 

Their products can be found in a variety 
of stores as well as in their Farmgate store 
at the farm. They are presently in the pro-
cess of building a new retail outlet to meet 
the growing demand of on-farm sales.

For a dairy farm that was started over 
60 years ago and founded by Henry (Sr.) 
and Grace Koskamp and is currently run 
by Henry (Jr.) and Inge Koskamp, along 
with their children Andrew, Jacqueline, 
Theo, Philip and Darien, the future looks 
exciting for many years to come. More 
info available at kampkreekdairies.ca or 
at koskampfarms@waterbuffalocanada.
ca

Water buffalo have found 
a home in Perth County

Jacqueline and Inge Koskamp stand outside their farm retail store, showing their water 
buffalo dairy and meat products available for the health conscious consumer.

Jacqueline and her mother Inge Koskamp pause in the barns feed alley, while the large 
inquisitive water buffalo look on.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Working in heritage there is a tendency 
to look at things hidden in plain sight. To 
borrow the namesake of a popular pod-
cast, it may be the observance of the 99 
percent invisible. Save for the most daz-
zling of bridges, like the Golden Gate 
Bridge or the Brooklyn Bridge or the Pon-
te Vecchio, we seldom stop to look up at 
the skeletal intricacies of a bridge’s soffits 
as we pass below it or look down at its 
deck when traveling on it or even regard it 
from across landscapes or waterways.

Terminology like substructure and 
superstructure to describe a bridge are 
probably as alien to most as Karl Marx’s 
use of these terms. We seldom care about 
the structural engineering required for a 
bridge to support live loads and dead loads 
unless a bridge fails and causes carnage. 
Though I've crossed thousands of bridg-
es in my life, it wasn’t until I was 24 that 
I recognized myself stopping to admire 
them but I recall these moments fondly.

One was Pittsburgh’s Tenth Street 
Bridge, the only cable suspension bridge 
to cross that city’s rivers. Its bright yel-
low paint drew me toward the intricacies 
of its pin-connected eyebars. The other 
was Cleveland’s Hope Memorial Bridge, 
an Art-Deco triumph that features four 
massive Berea sandstone pylons com-
prising eight carved figures that represent 
the Guardians of Traffic (interestingly 
enough, these Guardians inspired the 
renaming of Cleveland’s Major League 
Baseball team in 2021). Of course, at the 
time I knew none of these details.

Bridges are daunting structures, not just 
in their scale and passage across land-
scapes and water, but in their composition 
and the terminology used to describe them. 
Nonetheless, as I continue to pull a thread 
at our rich railway heritage in Stratford, I 
want to explore two of our rail bridges that 
stick out to me. No, they won’t dazzle you, 

though I hope next time you see them you 
take a moment to contemplate them. 

The first bridge is the Erie Street Bridge 
that crosses this street near St. David Street. 
The second is the Dolan Drive Bridge that 
crosses the Avon River downstream of the 
dam. Both these masses of painted steel 
are what are known as plate girder bridges. 
The former has a “through” bridge design, 
meaning the floor in which the tracks are 
laid is on the bottom whereas the latter has 
a “deck” bridge design in which the tracks 
sit on top of the structure.

It is likely that the Dolan Drive Bridge 
dates to about 1910 when Grand Trunk 
Railway Master of Bridges and Buildings 
G.A. Mitchell visited Stratford and noted 
that in order to accommodate the heavier 
locomotives that existed by this time, all 
the bridges on the line to Goderich would 
either be strengthened or renewed. Photog-

raphy from about 1920 shows the current 
bridge at this spot.

According to the date plaque bolted on 
the Erie Street Bridge, this one dates to 
1965 when it was constructed by the Cana-
dian Bridge Works of Walkerville, Ontar-
io. This bridge company was a subsidiary 
of Dominion Coal and Steel Corporation 
(DOSCO), which, between the 1930s and 
1950s, had been one of Canada’s largest 
private employers. Earlier photographs 
show that this bridge replaced a deck plate 
girder bridge, though the stone and concrete 
abutments remained. Interestingly, the cur-
rent bridge is a late example of a riveted 
plate girder bridge. By 1960, high-strength 
bolts started replacing riveting since labour 
prices had increased which translated into 
higher bridge construction costs.

Plate girder bridges are composed sim-
ply of webs, which are the vertically 
spanning plates that are riveted together, 
and flanges, which are the flat horizontal 
components that are riveted to the tops and 

bottoms of the webs. Vertical components 
that run transversely to the webs are riv-
eted to it at intervals. These are known as 
stiffeners and are applied to prevent the 
web from buckling and the flanges from 
twisting. Little round bars with conical 
heads and cylindrical shanks connect the 
various steel plates together.  These are 
called rivets. One head was manufactured 
round while the other was formed by hand 
or pneumatic or hydraulic tools once the 
rivet was positioned through the steel 
plates. Both the Erie and Dolan bridges 
used snap-headed rivets, which were com-
mon in structural works.

Aside from lower costs, plate girder 
bridges were efficient structures. Their sim-
ple design lessened the possibility of error 
when calculating stresses and required lit-
tle maintenance. Often these bridges were 
constructed at a bridge shop and shipped to 
a site by rail. Off-site construction meant 
less disruption in rail schedules. As one en-
gineering book stated, installation occurred 
on Sundays so as to minimize disruptions. 
Now, perhaps on a Sunday stroll you’ll 
take a moment to appreciate the crafts-
manship of these pieces of Stratford’s rail-
way heritage but do so carefully as these 
bridges still carry freight traffic to and from 
Goderich!

Dolan Drive Bridge with a Swan, in this undated photo.

Dolan Drive deck plate girder bridge, August 2022. Erie Street through plate girder bridge, August 2022.

A late example of riveting applied to the Erie 
Street Bridge.

Let’s Cross This Bridge and Talk About Railway Bridges

(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES IMAGE)

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO) (HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

HAYDEN BULBROOK

Times Contributor
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I would love to be given the honor of 
serving our city as a Councilor. 
 
I am a hard working citizen who 
believes that the council is the voice of 
the people and hope to be one of the 10 
chosen to work for you! 

No one can be an expert on everything 
but I will give you my word that I 
will study, research and consult with 
residents on every important issue so I 
can make an informed decision.  I will 
come into this position with a fresh 
set of eyes, an open mind and ready to 
represent the citizens of Stratford!

For more information you can check out my website 

WWW.ROBERTWILLIAMSON.ME 
Or you can email me with questions at 

ROBBWILLIAMSON@HOTMAIL.COM

I would love to have your support in the 
upcoming fall election for City Council!

VOTE FOR ROBB WILLIAMSON FOR 
STRATFORD CITY COUNCIL

Robb Williamson

Robb
 & Maggi

e
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The Stratford Public Library washrooms 
are upgrading.

The library announced in a press release 
the washroom renovations, which began on 
August 29, will make the space more ac-
cessible and inclusive for all patrons. The 
children’s floor washrooms will turn the 
group men’s and women’s washrooms to 
four gender neutral washrooms. One of the 
washrooms will be a barrier-free accessible 
washroom.

Then, the accessi-
ble washroom on the 
adult and teen floor of 
the library will be up-
graded. 

The children’s floor 
washroom was first 
installed in 1965, fol-
lowed by the adult 
floor washroom in 
1975 and both saw few 
upgrades since their 
construction.Kris-
ta Robinson, the systems librarian at the 
Stratford Public Library, said in an email 
to the Stratford Times that the upgrades are 
much-needed. 

“The library washroom facilities do not 
adequately service the customers who use 
the library today.  The main reason is that 
they are simply not accessible,” she said. 
“For instance, the children’s floor wash-
rooms were installed in 1965, and are not 
accessible to people with assistive devices 
or those with strollers. Additionally, we 

want the library to be inclusive to all - by 
turning all washrooms into gender neutral 
units, this will help with that goal.”

So far, Robinson said, library patrons are 
pleased with the changes.

“Feedback has been very positive so far,” 
she said. “With washroom access being an 
important part of a public building, and the 
increased number of washrooms and acces-
sibility will be beneficial for all.”

The City of Stratford is funding the 
$300,000 renovations as part of their 2022 
budget, with $100,000 of the cost covered 

by the Federal En-
abling Accessibility 
grant.

During the chil-
dren’s floor washroom 
construction, patrons 
can still use the adult 
floor washroom. 
When the adult floor 
washroom undergoes 
renovations, then the 
new children’s wash-
rooms will be ready 
to use. 

“At all times, there should be at least one 
accessible washroom available,” Robinson 
said.

Most of the construction will happen 
when the library is closed to limit the im-
pacts of library service and noise. The li-
brary was also closed on Labour Day week-
end from September 3 to 5 to complete 
intensive work.

More information and updates 
on construction can be found via  
splibrary.ca.

Hewan Amare, a 2022 graduate of Strat-
ford District Secondary School, has been 
awarded a prestigious $30,000 university 
scholarship from Amazon Future Engineer 
Canada. The scholarship is intended to help 
cover university tuition over four years, 
along with the opportunity to complete a 
paid summer internship at one of Amazon’s 
Canadian Tech Hubs.  

Hewan, who this month is beginning to 
study Computer Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo, is one of only 10 Canadian 
students receiving the scholarship, which 
recognizes students from underserved 
and underrepresented backgrounds who 
have demonstrated exceptional academic 
and community achievements. To qualify, 
candidates must plan to study computer 
science or a related field at an accredited 
Canadian university and also demonstrate 
financial need.

 "At Amazon, fostering diversity in the 
Canadian tech sector starts with ensuring 
that students from all backgrounds are 
able to discover computer science and pur-
sue postsecondary education, focusing on 
their studies instead of financial concerns," 
said Susan Ibach, Head of Amazon Future 
Engineer Canada. "The 2022 Canadian 
Amazon Future Engineer scholarship class 
has demonstrated passion, resilience, and 
commitment to the field of computer sci-
ence, and we look forward to seeing where 
this next chapter of their education leads 
them."

Unlike most aspiring engineers, math 
and science didn’t come naturally to He-
wan. However, through hard work and 

determination, Hewan was able to excel 
academically on top of her achievements 
in her school’s symphonic band and youth 
business group, which helped her earn the 
Amazon Future Engineer scholarship. 

 Whether computer engineering takes her 
to the health, music, or technology indus-
try, Hewan hopes promote more diversity 
within the field, and inspire other students 
to challenge themselves academically the 
way she has. 

Amazon Future Engineer is a compre-
hensive program designed to inspire, ed-
ucate, and prepare children and young 
adults from underrepresented and under-
served communities to pursue computer 
science. As part of Amazon's commitment 
to strengthening the communities it is 
proud to call home, the company is in-
vesting $3 million (CAD) over three years 
to fund unique computer science learning 
opportunities for an anticipated 1 million 
students and teachers across the coun-
try. The program works in close collab-
oration with partners Canada Learning 
Code, FIRST Robotics Canada, Kids Code 
Jeunesse, and TakingITGlobal.

In addition to its scholarship and intern-
ship program, Amazon Future Engineer 
gives elementary, middle, and high school 
students from diverse communities around 
the globe access to computer science edu-
cational opportunities where they can ex-
plore project-based learning, using code 
to make music, program robots, and solve 
problems.

Schools, administrators, and teachers in-
terested in participating in Amazon Future 
Engineer can learn more by visiting Ama-
zonFutureEngineer.ca.

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

Stratford Public Library 
renovating washrooms 
for a more accessible, 
inclusive environment

Lumberjanes: Beware the Kitten Holy 
(Lumberjanes Volume 1) 
by ND Stevenson & Grace Ellis
Illustrated by Brooke Allen
@SPL: J GN FIC Steve
School may be starting, but 

that doesn’t mean you can’t 
go on one more summer ad-
venture with Jo, April, Mal, 
Molly, and Ripley in the de-
but volume of this New York 
Times bestselling series. The 
Lumberjane Scouts are ready 
to have the best summer ever, 
despite taking on daunting 
quests and the vicious magi-
cal critters at Miss Qiunzella 
Thiskwin Penniquiqul This-
tle Crumpet’s Camp for Hardcore Lady 
Types. 

Created by Queer artists, ND Ste-
venson, Grace Ellis, and Brooke Allen, 
Lumberjanes: Beware the Kitten Holy 
will make you feel very-much like a Lum-
berjane yourself, as the full-colour story 
panels unfold on your very own personal 

copy of the Lumberjanes Field Manual. 
Kids and adults alike will feel giddy with 
excitement as they sneak out of Roanoke 
Cabin past lights out to unearth the camp’s 

magical secrets, watch their 
heroines earn some mega-fun 
badges, and experience the 
dynamic and intimate friend-
ship unfold between the five 
unique lady-types. Featuring 
a diverse cast of characters 
of trans, lesbian, and queer 
backgrounds, all readers can 
feel welcome between the 
pages of Lumberjanes.

Lumberjanes boasts an im-
pressive 20 volumes, where 
you can unravel camp secrets, 

solve anagrams, and laugh (or groan) at 
the heroines’ puns long after you’ve com-
pleted the first volume. Pick up Lumber-
janes for some Queer adventure, fantasy, 
and Friendship To The Max!

Emma Brommer, 
Public Service Librarian
Stratford Public Library

Queer Book of the Month Club

SDSS grad earns $30,000 
Amazon Scholarship

FUTURE ENGINEER
Hewan Amare, one of only 10 students chosen across the country, won a prestigious univer-
sity scholarship from Amazon Future Engineer Canada.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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I’ll say it right upfront. I’m generally not 
what you would consider a healthy eater. 

And then the Bowl Bar happened… and 
now I’m reassessing everything!

Last week I visited the Bowl Bar with 
the intention of learning about Stratford’s 
newest restaurant, which opened in the 
completely-renovated location at 145 On-
tario Street on August 26th.

There, I had the good fortune of meeting 
Arron Carley, who is Culinary Director at 
Keystone Hospitality and one of the driv-
ing forces behind Keystone adding Bowl 
Bar to their growing collection of cuisine 
offering which also includes The Alley, 
Braai House, The Little Green Grocery, 
Ken’s French Fries, Bru Garden, and Brch 
& Wyn. Keystone Hospitality is owned by 
Stratford native Kim Hurley and her hus-
band Anthony Jordaan, who is originally 
from South Africa. 

Arron explained that the origin of Bowl 
Bar dates back to 2016, when Kim and An-
thony bought their first Stratford restau-
rant, which they renamed The Alley. “Kim 
and Anthony used to always eat these 
healthy bowls, so they had one at the Alley 
when it first kicked off, and it was called 
the ‘Hippy Bowl’. It’s morphed through the 
years, but in its roots, it stayed the same 
thing. Once they bought the Little Green 
Grocery, they started selling it there, and it 
sold well. I started the original concept of 
Bowl Bar at Little Green Grocery, which 
was challenging because we were sharing 
the same space, and almost running a little 
restaurant inside of the grocery store. But 
we always new that this concept in itself 

would sell very well within its own space.” 
“About seven months ago, there was 

an opportunity with the gentleman who 
bought this whole building, Paul Veldman, 
of BMI Group, and we have a good rela-
tionship with Paul as he owns Bradshaw 
Lofts, and we operate Brch & Wyn under-
neath it… so when he approached us with 
this, we knew it was the right fit.”

Bowl Bar’s website, bowlbar.ca, states 
that “Healthy eating sometimes scares 
people away and they may think of taste-
less, boring salads. We are here to chal-

lenge that, and are excited for you to taste 
our Chef-created dishes that will excited 
you and leave you wanting more!”

Sometimes you read things on a website 
but never really know whether to believe 
it or not, but the above paragraph applies 
100% to my experience. I’ve always been 
kind of picky eater and I’d shy away from 
‘healthy’ food. But during my visit I dove 
right in and I’m so glad that I did.

There are many types of bowls to choose 
from, but I went with “The Hippy”, which 
is comprised of broccoli, kale, tomato, 

carrot, beet, crispy chickpeas, pomegran-
ate, hemp seed, sprouted mung beans, 
and tahini dressing. All bowls come with 
a choice of base: either mixed greens, 
rice noodles, or quinoa with a brown rice 
blend. I chose the latter, and added McIn-
tosh Farms roasted chicken which is one 
of three non-vegan additions that are avail-
able. A small bowl is $11 and a large is 
very reasonably priced at $16.

In short, I was absolutely blown away by 
the mix of flavours, and with all sinceri-
ty I told Arron that I need to re-evaluate 
my life choices going forward because I 
didn’t know that healthy food could taste 
this good.

Arron shared with me that I’m not alone 
in my enthusiasm for their new offering.

“We’ve seen a lot of people on Ontario 
Street that work in these businesses and a 
lot of them have come in five days in a row, 
and they’re like, ‘I wouldn’t go anywhere 
else. This is my new jam.’ We love the sup-
port from the community, and that’s why 
we’re here… to provide healthy and deli-
cious meals for the people of Stratford and 
surrounding area.” 

Bowl Bar’s current hours are Tuesday to 
Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., though 
they are eventually looking to expand to 
seven days a week. As the hours indicate, 
Bowl Bar is suited not just for lunch but for 
dinner as well.

“We’re a quick place to grab a bite for 
lunch, or we’re also a fun place to sit 
down and enjoy lunch,” said Arron. “You 
can dine in, or you can take it out. But I 
wouldn’t call us a lunch spot. We’re also 
a fantastic spot to go for dinner, that’s af-
fordable, relaxed, delicious and healthy, 
which that’s what we’re always chasing.” 

RESTAURANT GUIDE
Local Flavour Advertise your restaurant specials here!

Call 519-655-2341 or e-mail us at 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Bowl Bar made me re-evaluate my life choices
STEWART GRANT

Editor

NOURISH YOUR SOUL
The Bowl Bar is located in the beautifully refurbished building at 145 Ontario Street.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Left to right: Arron Carley, Culinary Director at Keystone Hospitality with Johna McColl, 
Manager and Chef at Bowl Bar.

GRAB A BOWL
The Hippy Bowl, one of many delicious and nourishing offerings at Keystone’s new restau-
rant, Bowl Bar

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)
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It’s always special when someone can 
turn a childhood love into their own 
successful career path, and that’s exact-
ly what has happened recently for Kelly 
Lindsay of Stratford, who opened Corner 
Store Candy Co. at 27 York Street on Sep-
tember 1st.

Kelly told me that she has loved candy 
ever since she was a little kid. Her first 
memory of candy was going to the corner 
store to buy a newspaper for her parents 
and getting to spend the change, which 
of course was spent on candy. Now, after 
20 years of working various roles in the 
banking industry, from customer service 
to sales to branch manager, she’s delight-
ed to have the opportunity to open her 
own candy shop and bring something new 
to Stratford.

When I visited her store on September 
2nd, it was obvious that the happiness 
was contagious. The store was absolutely 
buzzing, and kids were smiling from ear 
to ear when looking through all of the fun 
and colourful choices.  

“It’s been an incredible response,” Kelly 
told me. “Yesterday’s grand opening blew 
me away. It was beyond my expectations.”

Corner Store Candy Co. offers custom 
curated candy mixes, unique and hard-to-
find candy from around the world, candy 
charcuterie boards, gifts for any reason, 
and much more.

“When I travel, I’m always looking 
for things we can’t find at home, so that 
was kind of a driver for me,” said Kelly 
about the variety of candy in her shop. 
The gummy mixes and mystery boxes are 
also completely unique to the store. “It’s 
an opportunity to be creative,” she said. 
“I’ve always enjoyed creating mixes that 
go together.” 

I asked Kelly to walk me through a few 
samples of her mixed gummy bags and it 
was quickly apparent why the colourful 
mixtures were such a hit with her patrons. 
One bag was called “Animal Planet” and 

contained all types of animal-shaped 
gummies. Another bag was called “Sour 
mix” for a mixture of sour gummies. The 
list went on, from “Strawberry banana” 
which was focused on that flavour, while a 
nearby “Blue” bag contained a variety of 
different shaped and different flavoured 
blue gummies.

Another part of the fun with Kelly’s 
store is that you never know for sure what 
might be there, so it’s worth dropping in 
multiple times. She’s always bringing in 
new items, and on the flip side if you see 

something you like you might want to buy 
it because it’s not always easy to immedi-
ately replenish some of the unique treats 
that have been sourced from around the 
world. Kelly says she’s always happy to 
hear people’s recommendations as well 
and try to source things out for them.

Corner Store Candy Co. is located at 
27 York Street in Stratford. The hours of 
operation are 11-5 Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, 11-7 Thursdays and Fridays, 11-4 
Saturday, and 12-4 on Sundays. The store 
is closed on Mondays. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.cornerstorecandy.
co, email Kelly at cornerstorecandyco@
gmail.com or call the store at 519-305-
8889.

BARBURRITO COMING
The expanding plaza at the southeast corner of Huron and O'Loane will soon have 
another tenant, as recently the barBurrito sign was installed at this newly constructed 
building. Stratford's second franchise location of barBurrito joins KFC and Burger 
King in the neighbourhood, and per discussion with barBurrito staff on Ontario Street, 
the Huron Street location hopes to be open in early October.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Sponsored by:
Best Western Plus – The Arden Park Hotel
Stratford & District Council of Churches

Thursday, October 6th, 2022 • 7:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
Arden Park Hotel

Please join us for Buffet Breakfast, Music and Fellowship
Guest Speaker:  Stratford Native and former CTV News Anchor Lloyd Robertson

Cost: Non-perishable food items for the Community Food Banks
Everyone Welcome!

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

15th Annual Mayor’s 
Community Breakfast

To reserve a seat, please call Pat Shantz
519-271-0250, ext. 236 or email pshantz@stratford.ca

Corner Store Candy Co. makes a sweet 
addition to York Street

STEWART GRANT

Editor

SUGARY SWEET
Kelly Lindsay of Stratford is all smiles in her lovely new candy store at 27 York Street 
which opened for business on September 1st. 

ALL SMILES
15-month-old Henry Limburg was happy to 
show off his treats purchased from Corner 
Store Candy Co.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)
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STRATFORDTIMES SPORTS
Brian Sipple Slo-Pitch 

Tourney
This past Labour Day weekend, the Brian 

Sippel Memorial Organizaiton hosted the 
23rd Annual Brian Sippel Memorial Co-ed 
Slo Pitch Tournament.  The event brought to-
gether 26 teams and over 300 participants at 
the Stratford 5 Diamond Ball Complex. The 
Brian Sippel Memorial raises funds for the 
Canadian Cancer Society, and including this 
years total, has raised over $360,000 for the 
charity.

Brian Sippel was a Stratford born-and-raised 
resident who was always involved in sports in 
the city. The tournament was founded by the 
Knott and Gavin families shortly after Brians' 
passing at age of 35 from liver cancer 25 years 
ago. Today, Brian's three grandchildren were 
all at the diamonds cheering on their fathers 
(Brett and Jesse) as their team, Kenny Pow-
er's, won the B Division Champoinship.

Congratulations to A Division winners, and 
5-time champions, Beauties and the Beasts. 
The Angels were the A Division runner up. 
Klomps Troll Edition took the C Division 
Championship. All winning teams donated 
100% of their prize money back to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society. Approximately $20,000 
of prize money has been donated back to the 

Canadian Cancer Society over the past 23 
years.

The tournament's atmosphere this year was 
very relaxed. Many teams were dressed up 
in full uniform (costumes). One team's attire 
was inspired by treasure trolls. Anther team 
dressed as minions, but were defeated by the 
team with a member dressed as a BANANA.

In addition to the slo-pitch, many other 
events took place over the weekend. A live 
band played on Saturday night, a silent aution 
had amazing prizes including Toronto Maple 
Leafs Tickets, CRP Cottage Chairs, and a 
BBQ.  Tonnie toss for a bat, Raffles for Bats, 
and a Stand Alone Outdoor Fireplace were 
also methods of fundraising.

The event's success is largly contributed 
to 100's of local sponsorships. Various local 
businesses pay for the diamond time, the auc-
tion prizes, the band, and many of the other 
expenses. Furthermore, 30+ volunteers of-
fered their time to be umpires, bartenders, 
BBQ chefs, auctioneers, and snack booth at-
tendants. All of these amazing businesses and 
volunteers helped us achieve one of our most 
successful years. Thanks to all for their gen-
erosity.BANANAAAAA

The Squad dressed up as minions

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)



September 2022 19Stratford Times

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2022 Tesla Model 3

$74,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
101 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Acura MDX

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,384 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee Summit 

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,374 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland 

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,058 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD Sport

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
66,532 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve 

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Escape Titanium

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,764 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 GMC Terrain SLE

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
4,430 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 BMW 2 Series 228i

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,531 km

xDrive Gran Coupe
All-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Terrain SLE

$40,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,875 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Brian Sipple Slo-Pitch Tourney

JUST HAVING A BALL
Left, Beauties and the Beasts - the winners for this year
Above, the volunteer team

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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UNDEFEATED
Front Row:  Lucy Thompson, Sam Forman, Heather Ogilvie, Abby Iacobellis, Katelynn 
McMahon, Grace Kipfer, Evie Leppington
Back Row: Coach Declan Rintoul, Olivia Leppington, Coach Jeff Iacobellis, Brynn Small, 
Alyson Mergel, Marta Rintoul, Isabel Shantz-Walsh, Peyton Boyles-Keating, Tessa Burdett, 
Head Coach Dean Rintoul
Absent: Jessica Dingman, Bronwyn Langis, Lauren Leis, Paige Campbell, Sloan Cameron, 
Anne Nickel

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SILVER MEDAL FINISH
Bottom row, left to right: 20 - Quinn Witzwl, 10 - Bella Golder, 5 - Claire Turner, 72 - Nell McIntosh, 4 - Rilee Himburg
Middle row,  82 - Zoey Spacek, 6 - Bella Rae, 23 - Ava Van Dyck, 14 - Vittoria Brander, 22 - Kennedy Vail, 15 - Gracie Radke
Head coach Casey Himburg, Assistant coach Tyler Rae, Assistant Coach Kyle Turner

U13 Stratford Flames girls win silver medal

The U13 Stratford Flames girls finished their season on 
a high note with a silver medal finish at the regional tour-
nament in Exeter. 

The girls played a total of five games over the weekend. 
They completed the preliminary games undefeated - best-
ing the Goderich Seahawks 6-2 on Friday night, tying with 
the Wilmot Thunder (5-5) and winning against the Elma 
Express 8-6 on Saturday.  The girls moved into the semi-fi-
nals, defeating Lucknow 8-1 before facing the Shakespeare 
Falcons in the finals on Sunday afternoon. The girls played 
extremely well, but were not able to take the Falcons, scor-
ing silver in the tournament with a final score of 2-9. 

The Flames finished the regular season with a total of 
13 wins and only 1 loss - a huge achievement in fielding, 
batting and enthusiasm!

Players and parents extend a huge thanks to Coaches 
Casey, Tyler and Kyle who brought so much knowledge 
and support to the team and led them through a fantastic 
season.

The team gives a big thanks to our sponsor - Ironworkers 
Local 834 for their continuing support of the team!

The Stratford Strikers GU14 team, im-
pressively completed their regular season 
play this past Thursday, August 25, 2022, 
as UNDEFEATED with a perfect record 
of 14-0-0.  This team is made up of a core 
group of girls that have been playing to-
gether for 5 to 6 years and some newer 
additions rounding them out as an ex-
ceptional team!  Coaches Dean Rintoul, 
Jeff Iacobellis and Declan Rintoul have 
been with the girls from the beginning 
and have seen the team, play and battle 
through some darker times throughout the 

years, and after two years of interrupted 
and challenging play through the pan-
demic, the 2022 season has been all theirs 
with some very convincing wins!  These 
ladies have dug deep when they needed 
to for come from behind wins, always 
demonstrating the strength and depth 
they have in all positions.  After having 
progressed through the first two rounds 
of the  regional Cup tournament, he girls 
hope to continue their winning ways and 
bring home the SWRSA Cup on Septem-
ber 17th.

Strikers GU14 goes undefeated

Facebook.com/StratfordTimesNewspaper
Twitter.com/Stratford_Times

Instagram.com/Stratford_Times
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Factory Food Outlet

Locally Sourced

AA 10 oz Striploin Steaks
(Box 6)

$69.95
(While supplies last)

Norpac, Metzger Meats, Hayter’s Turkey, 
The Butcher The Baker, Anna Mae’s Bakery, 

Soloway Hot Dog Factory

25 S Service Rd, St. Marys, ON • 519.349.3022 
Mon - Friday - 9-6 • Saturday, Sunday 10-5

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO) (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Stratford Municipal Golf Course hosted Ladies and Senior Ladies Club Championships 
on Saturday, August 20th. With over 50 ladies participating, Jean Roach emerged as the 
Ladies Club Champion while Heather Duiker won the Senior Ladies Club Championship. 

The Stratford Country Club held their Club Championships during the weekend of August 
13-14. Congratulations to Chad Smalley who is the 2022 Men’s Club Champion and Karen 
Snelgrove who is this year’s Women’s Club Champion. 

Stratford Branch 8
ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS 

AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
Mrs. Rebecca Hyndman (Calder), Provincial Service Officer from the 

Bureau Office in London, will be visiting Branch 8 on 
Thursday, October 13 at 1 pm, to offer advice and assistance to all 

Veterans on topics such as:
1. Service-related disability benefits, reviews and appeals

2. Referrals for entitled Veterans for treatments, VIP, and special awards
3. Applications for Rehabilitation and Vocational assistance

4. Applications for benevolent funds
5. Applications for War Veterans benefits

6. Widows’ benefits
Please contact the Branch 8 office at 519-271-4540 to make an 

appointment to see Rebecca or to speak to BSO Reg Simpson at 
any time.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com

Club Championship season concludes in Stratford
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It was a very busy August at the Strat-
ford Tennis Club with the club hosting 
their Club Championships for the 2022 
season. 

There were a variety of junior and open 
events throughout the month.

In the Under 18 category, Matthew 
Furlong defeated Liam Benton 6-1, 6-3 
in boys singles. In the girls singles, Ava 
McMillan defeated Meg Feore 6-1, 6-1. 
Matthew Furlong and Mark Barton won 
the boys doubles by a score of 6-1, 6-2 
over Aidan Benton and Liam Benton. In 
the mixed doubles, Matthew Furlong and 
Meg Feore defeated Mark Barton and Ava 
McMillan 7-6 (7-5), 7-5. 

In the Under 16 category, Liam Ben-
ton defeated Mark Barton 6-3, 6-2 for the 
boys singles title. Ava McMillan defeated 
Madenell McIntosh 6-0, 6-0 for the girls 
singles title. Liam Benton and Harry Rob-
inet defeated Mark Barton and Elliott Bar-
ton by a score of 6-0, 6-4 to take the boys 
doubles title.  

In the Under 14 category, Liam Benton 
defeated Ryan Cassone 6-1, 6-4 in the boys 
singles category. Madenell McIntosh de-
feated Sophie Keene 6-1, 6-0 for the girls 
singles title. Liam Benton and Harry Rob-
inet defeated Josh Heaton and Will Heaton 
6-1, 6-0 in boys doubles. Liam Benton and 
Clara Kee won 6-3, 6-3 over Josh Heaton 
and Madenell McIntosh in mixed doubles.  

In the Under 12 category, Will Heaton 
defeated Noah Marano 6-2, 6-2 for the 
boys singles title. Will Heaton and Noah 
Marano won the boys doubles by a score 
of 6-1, 6-0 over Colton Campbell and 
Gregory Kis. 

The men’s and ladies singles happened 
on the weekend of August 27th and Au-
gust 28th, with the finals happening on 
August 31st. 

The men’s singles draw had 35 compet-
itors and lived up to the promise of being 
a great tournament. The men’s singles ‘A’ 
final match was between Bob Tamblyn 
and Jason Erb. Tamblyn was vying for his 
13th career singles title and he wasn’t go-

ing to be denied as he played arguably his 
best tennis of the season. Tamblyn defeat-
ed Erb 6-2, 6-0 to capture the 2022 men’s 
singles ‘A’ title. 

The men’s singles ‘B’ title match fea-
tured Nathan Heyer versus Jason Cave. 
Both were competing in their first title 
match, with Heyer coming out on top 
with a 6-2, 7-5 victory to capture the 2022 
men’s singles ‘B’ title. 

The ladies singles was one of the best 
draws with 11 women trying to capture 
the title. It was an exciting and rally filled 
ladies singles ‘A’ final between Lauren 
Okrainec and Hajnalka Pope-Kis, with 
Okrainec coming out on top 6-0, 6-0 to 
capture the 2022 ladies singles title. This 
is Okrainec’s sixth title in a row. 

The ladies ‘B’ title match featured Mon-
ica Eickmeyer and Lisa Westelaken. Eick-
meyer was going for her sixth career ‘B’ 
singles title and showed off her experience 
with a 6-4, 6-1 victory to capture the 2022 

ladies singles ‘B’ title. 
The men’s and ladies doubles took place 

on the August 13th and 14th weekend and 
featured 22 men’s teams and nine ladies 
teams. 

The men’s doubles ‘A’ final saw Bob 
Tamblyn and Jason Erb, winners of the 
2021 ‘A’ doubles title, play against Grant 
McPherson and Kent McPherson, winners 
of the 2021 ‘B’ doubles title. Tamblyn and 
Erb proved their experience was too much 
for the upcoming McPherson and McPher-
son team, winning 6-2, 6-1 to capture the 
2022 men’s doubles ‘A’ title.  

The men’s doubles ‘B’ final saw John 
Noble and Kurt Eickmeier versus Jason 
Cave and Neil Cave. In a thrilling three set 
victory, Noble and Eickmeier captured the 
2022 men’s doubles ‘B’ title with a 6-4, 
1-6, 6-3 victory. 

The ladies doubles ‘A’ final had Kim 
Straus and Lori McCabe versus Claire 
Scott and Krista Plociennik. Scott and 

Plociennik came out on top with a 6-0, 6-2 
victory for their first ladies doubles ‘A’ ti-
tle since 2013. 

The ladies doubles ‘B’ final had Mar-
ta Andrekovic and Sarah Heaton playing 
against Monica Eickmeyer and Sandie En-
nett. Andrekovic and Heaton’s consisten-
cy came through to capture the 2022 la-
dies doubles ‘B’ title by a score of 6-2, 6-2. 

The mixed doubles championships were 
held on the August 6th and 7th weekend 
and featured 16 teams.

In the mixed doubles ‘A’ title match it 
was a battle between David NIckel and 
Kim Straus versus Bob Tamblyn and Mar-
ta Andrekovic. In a very close three set 
match, Tamblyn and Andrekovic captured 
their ninth career mixed doubles ‘A’ title 
with a 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 victory. 

In the mixed doubles ‘B’ title match, it 
was another thrilling three set match, this 
time between Larry Shurrie and Maria 
Donkers versus Graham Heaton and Sar-
ah Heaton. Heaton and Heaton emerged 
victorious with a 5-7, 6-1, 6-3 victory. 

The Stratford Tennis Club has a variety 
of exciting events to look forward to in 
September. There is a junior tournament 
open to the public on Saturday, September 
10th (register at the club by 9pm on Friday, 
September 9th). 

There is a member only Masters event 
on Saturday, September 17th. 

On September 24th there will be an 
awards ceremony to celebrate all of the 
winners this season and is open to all 
members of the public to attend. 

Finally, with preparation for the winter 
season to start this fall, there will be a 
free lesson and round robin day at the club 
on Monday, September 12th from 4-7pm. 
This is open to all members of the pub-
lic and will show what members can ex-
pect in terms of lessons and programming 
while playing tennis indoors for the first 
time in Stratford, and first time in a clear 
bubble in North America. 

For more information, visit stratfordten-
nisclub.com

Stratford Tennis Club holds Club Championships

MEN'S AND LADIES SINGLES CHAMPIONS
From left to right: Lauren Okrainec ('A'), Bob Tamblyn ('A), Monica Eickmeyer ('B'), and 
Nathan Heyer ('B').

MEN'S AND LADIES DOUBLES CHAMPIONS
From left to right: Kurt Eickmeier and John Noble ('B'), Jason Erb and Bob Tamblyn (A'), 
Claire Scott and Krista Plociennik ('A'), and Sarah Heaton and Marta Andrekovic ('B').

MIXED DOUBLES CHAMPIONS
From left to right: Graham Heaton and Sarah Heaton ('B'), and Marta Andrekovic and Bob 
Tamblyn ('A').

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO) (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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16U A CHAMPIONS
Ken Robinson Refrigeration 16U Nationals have won the All Ontario “OBA” Championship.
Back row, left to right – Coach Jason McIlwain, Liam McEvoy, Brett Knechtel, Nick Betto, 
Nolan Trainor, Noah McIlwain, Hunter Hyde, Hutton Patterson, Beckham McLeod, Brynley 
Vogt, Coach Matt McLeod, Coach Mark Hall, Coach Mud Grasby
Front row, left to right – Carter Lemke, Mud Grandson, Kieran Butler, Quinn Apple, Carter 
Koch, Noah Roth, Noah Rankin. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

CHECKING YOUR INFORMATION ON THE VOTERS’ LIST 
AND APPLICATIONS TO UPDATE THE LIST

As of September 1st, and up until the close of voting, electors can verify their own elector details 
on the City’s election webpage, www.stratford.ca/elections, using the Online Voter Services tool. 
When using this tool, an elector must enter their full name, date of birth, and street address. If their 
information is correct and up to date on the Voters’ List, it will confirm this on the screen in real 
time. If you cannot confirm your information, it is likely you are not on the list to vote and will need 
to complete an Application to Amend the Voters’ List Form EL15 to apply to amend the Voters’ list.
 
Applications to amend the Voters’ List can be filled out and completed in the City Clerk’s Office 
at City Hall, Monday to Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Additional hours and locations where 
applications to amend the voters’ list can be submitted will be communicated on the City’s website. 
Please bring one document showing your name and Stratford address with you. A list of accept-
able forms of voter identification is available on the City’s website under the “Municipal Elections” 
webpage.
 
To access the Online Voter Services tool or for more information regarding the 2022 Municipal 

Election please visit www.stratford.ca/elections.

Coaches and/or parents are invited 
to send in your sports reports and 
pictures to the Stratford Times to let 
Stratford and area know how your 
teams are doing throughout the new 
2022-23 season (and to create some 
great scrapbook material to be reflect-
ed upon in future years).
Game reports should be kept to a 

maximum of 100 words. Please 
include a brief description of what 
happened during your games, includ-
ing the names of those who scored 
and any special efforts made by your 
players.
Please have all reports and pictures 

in by the end of the month by email-
ing stratfordtimes@gmail.com.

Send in your sports reports

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

ALASKA CRUISE
CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2023

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Tryouts are being held this Septem-
ber and tryout schedules can be found on  
www.stratfordminorbaseball.ca. All kids, any 
skill level are encouraged to come see what travel 
all is all about – tryouts are free!

Baseball 
tryouts

Ken Robinson Refrigeration 16U went 
6 and 1 over the Labour Day weekend. 
Beating London 4 to 2, Kitchener 5 to 2, 
Milton 2 to 1, lost to Innisifil 5 to 4, beat 
Hamilton 7 to 6 in bottom of 7 down 6 

to 4! Had to beat Innisfil twice on Mon-
day, September 5 both games going to 
extra innings. Every player contributed 
throughout the weekend to make it pos-
sible.
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Former captain, OHL defenseman headline latest 
Fighting Irish signings

 The Stratford Fighting Irish are wel-
coming some new and familiar faces 
to the team, including former captain 
Graham Brulotte and former London 
Knights’ defenseman Riley Coome.

Brulotte returns to Stratford for his 
second season after departing mid-sea-
son last year to play professional hockey 
in Germany with the Baden Rhinos Hu-
gelsheim. In 12 games with the Fighting 
Irish last year, Brulotte had seven goals 
and 23 points and served as the team’s 
captain.

Coome, a Dorchester native, played 
113 OHL games over three seasons, all 
with the London Knights, in which he 
was used primarily as a shutdown de-
fender thanks to his large stature. In 
2019-20, Coome spent his final year of 
junior eligibility with the GOJHL’s St. 
Marys Lincolns and recorded seven 
goals and 34 points in 34 games. 

The Fighting Irish announced 
seven other signings since the 
last issue of the Times, in-
cluding a former Junior ‘C’ 
star in Dylan Buckholz. 
Over five seasons with the 
Dorchester Dolphins, the 
Dorchester product scored 
100 goals and 217 points in 
just 155 games.

Another PJCHL staple of the 
last few years was defenseman 
Dillon Hunter from London. In three 
seasons patrolling the blueline for the 
Thamesford Trojans, Hunter appeared 
in 83 games and posted 14 goals and 36 
games.

Also from London, James Newland is 
joining the Fighting Irish’s blueline this 
season. Newland split his junior career 
with the Dolphins and Mount Brydges 
Bulldogs in Junior ‘C’ and the Junior 
‘B’ St. Thomas Stars. With the Bulldogs 
and Dolphins, Newland appeared in 105 
games and had 34 goals and 95 points, 

while he recorded seven goals 
and 34 points in 111 games 
with the Stars.

Sean O’Brien is return-
ing for his second stint in 
Stratford. In 16 games last 
season with the Fighting 

Irish, O’Brien had nine goals 
and 19 points. In his junior 
career, O’Brien spent 97 

games with the Quebec Remparts 
and Val-d’Or Foreurs. He also played 
three seasons of Junior ‘B’ split between 
the Lincolns, Caledonia Corvairs, and 
Chatham Maroons.

Another returning player from the 
Fighting Irish’s inaugural season is 
Stratford’s own Maverick Petrie. The 
25-year-old forward had five goals 
and 11 points in 18 games with the 

Fighting Irish last year and played ju-
nior hockey in Mitchell, St. Marys, 
Stratford, Tavistock, and Walkerton

Former Alliance U-18 Champi-
on Brock Trichilo has signed to play 
for the Fighting Irish. In 48 games in 
the GOJHL, mostly split between St. 
Thomas and St. Marys, Trichilo tallied 
26 goals and 44 points. He also record-
ed 52 goals and 83 points in 58 Junior 
‘C’ games.

Goaltender Zack Weir joins the Fight-
ing Irish four years after his junior ca-
reer concluded, the majority of which 
he spent in the GOJHL. Playing with 
London, Strathroy, and Stratford, Weir 
suited up for 116 games over four sea-
sons. He finished his Junior ‘B’ tenure 
with 56 wins and a 0.909 save percent-
age.

The Stratford Warriors gave their fans 
a taste of what is to come this season 
with their four-game exhibition sched-
ule and, with the Warriors winning 
three of their four contests, it appears 
that they will once again be icing a 
strong team.

18 goals in two games versus Komoka
Stratford’s pre-season began on Au-

gust 26th with the Warriors hosting 
their first of two Western Conference 
opponents in the Komoka Kings. The 
Warriors dominated the game from 
start to finish, more than doubling the 
Kings on the shot clock and routing 
the visitors by a score of 9-0. The final 
shots on goal read 45-21 in favour of the 
Warriors.

Captain Zac McCann potted a hat-
trick as well as an assist to lead the 
Warriors to victory. Joey Brehmer, 
Seth Huygen, Cole Lewis, Keaton Mc-
Laughlin, Hunter Nagge, and Sheldon 
Pryce all scored as well. In net, Connor 
Bradford and Jack Bree split the game 
and both didn’t allow a goal, with Bree 
making seven saves in the game’s first 
half and Bradford making 14 saves in 
the second half.

Stratford’s dominance continued the 
next day when they travelled to Komo-
ka for a rematch against the Kings. For 
the second straight game, the Warriors 
scored five of their nine goals in the 
second period en route to a 9-2 victo-
ry. Brehmer and Jonas Schmidt each 
scored twice while the five other Strat-
ford goals came from Rhyse Brown, 
Camden Daigle, Jordan Moulton, Reid 
Oliver, and Zachary Schooley. 

The Kings opened the scoring in the 
first period on a goal from Tyler Ren-

neboog. Judd Katz netted the only oth-
er Komoka goal just under halfway 
through the third period. Zack Burleigh 
played the full game for the Warriors 
and stopped 26 of 28 Komoka shots. 
Like their first game one day earlier, 
Stratford doubled the Kings on the shot 
clock, outshooting Komoka 56-28.

Tight, hard clashes with St. 
Marys

The competition was much 
tougher when the Warriors 
played their third game 
in as many days 
on August 28th 
against the St. 
Marys Lincolns 
in what was a 
heated, penal-
ty-filled affair. 
Pryce opened the 
scoring with the 
only goal of the first pe-
riod before both teams each 
scored once in the second. Adrian 
Stubberfield scored for the Lincolns 
while Braydon Stumpf picked up Strat-
ford’s lone second-period marker.

In the third frame, Josh Cornfield 
brought the game to even for the Lin-
colns. However, two St. Marys penalties 
just 36 seconds apart gave the Warriors 
a lengthy 5-on-3 powerplay which they 
capitalized on. Nagge’s second of the 
pre-season gave the Warriors a 3-2 lead 
and it would hold up as the game-win-
ner. Oliver got his second of the exhi-
bition schedule with an empty-netter to 
secure the 4-2 win for Stratford. 

Bradford and Burleigh split the game 
in goal and both allowed just one 
goal, with Bradford stopping 16 of 17 
St. Marys shots in the first half and 
Burleigh making 13 saves in the second 
half.

The Lincolns and Warriors returned 
to the Stratford Rotary Complex five 
days later for a Friday night clash which 
started on a sombre note as both teams 
joined in centre ice to pay tribute to 
Eli Palfreyman. The Cambridge native 
and Ayr Centennials’ captain tragical-

ly passed away during the second 
intermission of a game on August 
30th. Palfreyman was going into 
his final season of junior eligibil-
ity and had been named captain 

of the Centennials just 
five days before his 
passing. In the days 
after his death, he 

was remembered 
and honoured by 
the entire hockey 
community and 
described as a 

“charismatic leader 
with a self-deprecating 

sense of humour, fierce com-
petitor, and everyone’s friend.”

In the game, the first period was tight 
and low-event, seeing neither team find 
the back of the net. In the second peri-
od, however, the Lincolns’ offense ex-

ploded for four goals in the second half 
of the period, including a natural hat-
trick by Michael Elliston. Cole Schnit-
tker had the game’s first goal for St. 
Marys. 

The Warriors found offensive life in 
the third period with two quick goals. 
Brown and Nagge scored just 56 sec-
onds apart to suddenly make it a two-
goal game and get Stratford back in 
the contest. The Warriors continued 
to dominate the third period for the 
remainder of the game but Lincs’ net-
minder Matteo Lalama wouldn’t allow 
another goal, backstopping the Lincolns 
to a 5-2 victory. Owen Bruder tallied an 
empty-netter for St. Marys. In net for 
Stratford, Bradford started the game 
and stopped all 12 shots he faced, with 
Burleigh coming in for the second half 
and making 11 saves on 15 shots.

English departs for Cobourg
On August 19th, the OJHL’s Cobourg 

Cougars announced the signing of War-
riors’ defenseman Jesse English. The 
17-year-old blueliner hailing from Wa-
terloo played 25 games with Stratford 
last season in which he posted two goals 
and six points.

Warriors win three of four pre-season games

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

DATE  TIME  VISITING TEAM  HOME TEAM
September 24, 2022  4:30 p.m.  Alvinston  Stratford
October 8, 2022  4:30 p.m.  Delhi  Stratford
October 15, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Stratford  Tilbury

DATE  TIME  VISITING TEAM  HOME TEAM
September 9, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Ayr  Stratford
September 11, 2022  2:00 p.m.  Stratford  Elmira
September 16, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Kit-Wat  Stratford
September 17, 2022  8:00 p.m.  Stratford  Caledon
September 18, 2022  7:00 p.m.  Stratford  Elmira
September 23, 2022  1:30 p.m.  St. Marys  Stratford (in Pelham)
September 24, 2022  11:00 a.m.  Stratford  Strathroy (in Pelham)
September 30, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Elmira  Stratford
October 1, 2022  7:00 p.m.  Stratford  Brantford
October 6, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Stratford  Ayr
October 7, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Cambridge  Stratford
October 14, 2022  7:30 p.m.  Elmira  Stratford
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Stratford Kiwanis Garlic Festival 
Stratford Stinks – but only once a year!

After a two-year hiatus due to the 
constraints imposed by COVID-19, 
the Kiwanis Club of Stratford is deter-
mined to ‘restart’ its premier fundrais-
ing event, the Stratford Kiwanis Garlic 
Festival on September 10th and 11th in 
the Community Hall at the Stratford 
Rotary Complex.  Patrons and vendors 
alike will appreciate the new layout 
allowing for wider aisles with lots of 
room for social distancing as patrons 
move from booth to booth.

The Ontario Garlic and Artisan Mar-
ket is one of mainstays of the Strat-
ford Kiwanis Garlic Festival, featuring 
Garlic growers from all over Ontario.  
Festival patrons return year after year 
to meet with their favorite vendors 
and pick up their supply of garlic in its 
many manifestations – fresh garlic by 
the bulb or in bags, braids, bundles and 
variety packs; garlic that has been dried 
or powdered and used to flavor spreads, 
jams, jellies, pickles and sauces.  The 
event also includes vendors selling ol-

ive oil, handcrafted items, eco-friendly 
plant food, bison meat, jewelry, laven-
der, organic vegetables, and preserves.

In 2017 Festival organizers expand-
ed their mandate to include artisanal 
cheese producers and wine/beer/spir-
its makers.  Again this year, wine and 
spirit vendors will be offering sam-
ples of their products for an addition-
al cost.  They will also be partnering 
with cheese, honey and pastry makers 
to offer exclusive tasting & pairing 
presentations.  Think sweet and sa-
vory?  Participate in the session pairing 
Munro Honey and Meadery and Stone-
town Artisan Cheese.  This sweet and 
rich combination is an experience you 
will not want to miss.  Bob & Francis 
Latham will be featured speakers in 
the Tastings & Pairings schedule with 
an informative session on Principles 
of Pairing Food and Wine.  Tickets to 
this and the other sessions are $10 per 
person and are available online at http://
www.stratfordgarlicfestival.com/Festi-

val/Schedule.
Festival goers can also enjoy cooking 

demonstrations by local celebrity chefs, 
educational forums, and live entertain-
ment.  Rick Francis will be featured on 
the Café Stage all weekend long per-
forming his repertoire of smooth jazz, 
folk and soft rock music.  Bob Roma-
niuk of Brant County Garlic Compa-
ny will be back on our Presentation 
Stage.  With more than 40 years’ ex-
perience in the garlic industry, his talk 
will entertain and inform both novice 
and experienced growers.  For patrons 
with ‘cooking on their minds’ Eli Sil-
verthorne brings an impressive resume 
from his role as Instructor of Practical 
Cookery at the Stratford Chefs School 
to the Stratford Kiwanis Garlic Festi-
val’s stage.

The Stratford Kiwanis Garlic Festi-
val was founded in 2007 as a cooper-
ative effort between the Kiwanis Club 
of Stratford and local garlic growers 
to promote Ontario garlic which was 

struggling to gain a foothold in the 
Canadian market that was dominated 
by cheap imported garlic from China.  
The members of the Kiwanis Club of 
Stratford recognized an opportunity to 
merge service to the community, fun 
and fundraising and supported the idea 
wholeheartedly.   The Club has devoted 
the funds raised by this event to sup-
port the playground at Hamlet Public 
School, the Kiwanis Festival of the Per-
forming Arts, Kiwanis-CJCS Christ-
mas Baskets, and the Aktion Club, a 
service club for adults with disabilities.

Adult Admission is $10 per day and 
children under 12 are free.  Again, this 
year we are offering a price break of 2 
adult tickets for $10 on both Saturday 
and Sunday for patrons who arrive af-
ter 2:30 p.m.  A two-day pass is also 
available for $15.00.  Free parking is 
available on site.  For a complete listing 
of vendors, presentations, and tastings, 
please check our website http://www.
stratfordgarlicfestival.com

Madame Mysterious 
Let Me Introduce

Yes, that's right, I am not going to tell 
you her name. The Madame is energetic 
and full of life, albeit a wee tad shy, so let's 
leave her name out of it... shall we? Let me 
tell you a bit about the project she has on 
the go. Spoiler alert... it is great news for 
music lovers!

The Masonic Hall was sold in 2020 to 
our mystery lady. The Hall had been used 
for events and concerts somewhat, but The 
Madame of the establishment has stepped 
it up a notch and has made it into a prop-
er Music Event Hall: a permanent place 
where music from every genre has a home 
to play and for the rest of us to enjoy. She 
had just got the place rolling when that 
darn pandemic ruined everything but is 
very happy to say that they are all set and 
raring to go again.

"When the Hall came up for sale, I was 
literally jumping up and down with pure 
joy,” she told me. “I was so excited! The 
Hall is a hidden little gem! You walk into 
it and immediately you feel at home, sort 
of like being in your living room. I grew 
up there making many memories dancing, 
singing, making new friends and just hav-
ing a blast. If you have never been there, 
you definitely need to come to some up-
coming shows!”

The Masonic Concert Hall was built in 
1930 and was designed for shows of all 
types: swing bands from the big band era, 
folk, punk, and good old-fashioned rock 
and roll. The Hall has been updated with 
a raised stage 21-ft.-wide proscenium arch 
with wings, as well as a stage extension 
24 ft. wide by 8 ft. deep, and an advanced 
lighting system. The "sprung" floor of the 
hall measures 41 ft. by 48 ft., specifically 
designed for comfort when dancing. The 
event hall comes equipped with seating for 
192 and can be configured for any event.

 The Madame is a busy lady, running her 
other businesses, so she asked long-time 
music man Tom Waschkowski to be her 
musical director. Tom brings many years 
of experience in the music business, hav-
ing produced many albums for bands such 
as Helix and The Stampeders along with 
playing with several bands himself. His 
connections in the music industry made 
him the obvious choice, knowing he could 
bring in some major acts. 

Whitney Needles will be charge of run-
ning the operation, David Lawley is doing 
all the poster and ticket designs, Adam 
Preszcator is on lighting, and Phil Kirch-
gessner on sound. The owner has made 
some changes to make the place more 
comfortable and installed an amazing 
sound system.  

It's important that the Hall be accessible 
for all to enjoy, and for this reason they 

have kept the prices for these shows more 
than reasonable at usually $20 to $30 per 
ticket. Also, they have decided to open 
the doors earlier than in the past, and the 
shows will start earlier too. For those of 
who like to get home at a reasonable hour, 
I appreciate that.

THE UPCOMING LINE UP:
• September 24 – Hall opens with a 

sold-out performance by The Traveling 
Milburys.

• October 1 - Full Petty Fever - a Tom 
Petty Cover Band with a stunning visual 
presentation.

• October 8 - A night of hilarity ... Com-
edy Show.

• October 15 - Jack DeKeyzer ... Rock 
Guitarist and winner of many Juno 
awards.

• November 6 - Hotel California ... I 

have seen these guys. I swore I was listen-
ing to The Eagles. 

• November 12th - Freedom Train - They 
rocked the house last time they played in 
Stratford.

• November 18th - Valdy, Canadian 
folk hero and Bill Dallier will also do an 
acoustic performance. 

• More to come! Future tickets for all 
shows are being sold at Needles, and on-
line at Ticketscene.ca

I always say that Stratford is special 
there's always so much going on. Theater, 
Music, Lectures… but what I love about 
Madame Mysterious and her vision is 
that the hall is accessible for all with its 
reasonable prices and hours and bringing 
back ole' fashion fun: A night out meeting 
friends and having a laugh while dancing 
the night away. What better way to forget 
the troubles of the world.

APRIL TAYLOR

Times Contributor
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Every now and then, a special person 
comes along that defies all logic about ag-
ing. Ferne Robinson from Stratford is such 
a person and has just celebrated her 103rd 
birthday. Ferne, we will say, is sharp as a 
tack and her story throughout life is one 
worth reading.

Ferne Robinson was born August 22, 
1919 on the kitchen table in a house on Hu-
ron Street in Stratford, the middle child of 
five for Frederick and Gertrude Nickel and 
the only girl in the family. Her father was 
a teacher in Rostock and Stratford. She at-
tended Avon school from kindergarten to 
grade 6, Falstaff school for grades 7 and 
8, and then Stratford Collegiate Institute 
from grade 9 to 13. After a year of study-
ing in a business course, she went into 
nursing school training at Sick Children’s 
Hospital in Toronto.

After graduating, she remained at Sick 
Kids for two more years to gain experi-
ence. As World War II was ending, she 
wanted to become an airline stewardess, 
and at that time you had to have a nurs-
ing degree to become a stewardess. She 
moved to Winnipeg for a six-month train-
ing program with Trans Canada Airlines 
(“TCA”) and after one year as a stewardess 
in Winnipeg was transferred to Toronto 
where she did another year. A highlight 
for Ferne was in July 1946 when she was 

one of five TCA flight attendents chosen 
as “the sweethearts of the regiment” by 
a company of the British Army who took 
a fascination to a photo they had seen of 
them in their TCA hostess uniforms.

Deciding to regain her weekends off, 
Ferne moved back to Stratford and took a 

job as a plant nurse at Kroehlers Furniture 
on Ontario Street where she met and mar-
ried Bill Robinson in 1950. After living in 
Stratford for six years, Bill was transferred 
to the Windsor area and after another move 
to Toronto came back to Stratford in 1966. 
By this time, they had four children and 

stayed put in Stratford. Bill passed away in 
2010. They had been married for 60 years.

At 103 years old, Ferne now lives in Ce-
darcroft Place in Stratford and enjoys vis-
its and phone calls from her children, six 
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. 
She found the two years of COVID very 
challenging but has always kept a positive 
outlook and hopes those days are now be-
hind us.

 When I asked about the reason for her 
great longevity, she says it is due in part to 
good luck and good living and enjoying ev-
ery day as it comes along. When she looks 
back at the greatest technological change 
impacting her life, it was the introduction 
of the radio and television. Her favourite 
pastime is now watching “Blue Bloods” 
on the tube, while her favourite food is the 
Erie Street Drive-In corndog.

 Ferne feels her greatest accomplishment 
was raising her four children while her 
husband was gone on business during most 
of the weekdays and then out to North 
Easthope Township on the weekends. She 
did travel, getting back on a plane and en-
joyed many visits to Scotland, Ireland and 
England.

In closing, there is a debate as to whether 
Ferne may be the oldest person now living 
in Stratford, and the family would like to 
confirm this if it is true or not. Please mes-
sage us at stratfordtimes@gmail.com if 
you know of anyone else in Stratford who 
is 103 years old or more.

Ferne Robinson celebrates 103rd birthday
GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)CELEBRATING FERNE'S 103RD BIRTHDAY
Ferne Robinson’s family, from left to right: Dan Robinson (grandson) Carol Robinson 
(daughter-in-law), sitting is Jennifer Duchesne (granddaughter), Tom Robinson (son), Grey 
Duchesne (great-granddaughter), Mark Duchesne (grandson-in-law), Ryder Duchesne 
(great-grandson), Avery Robinson (great-granddaughter), Greta Robinson (great-grand-
daughter), Hayden Robinson (great-grandson), and Lauren Robinson (granddaugh-
ter-in-law)

Two ladies who have 
worked for the accounting 
firm of Famme & Compa-
ny Corporation from their 
Stratford location were 
honoured for their 25 
years of service last week. 
To celebrate the event, the 
company invited all em-
ployees to a play at the 

Walters Family Theatre, 
south of Bright, to be en-
tertained by the ABBA 
tribute singers, direct 
from Branson, Missouri. 
Management felt that af-
ter two-and-a-half years 
of the COVID pandemic, 
it was time to celebrate 
two dedicated employees 
that have given so much 
to the company over their 
25 year careers.

Just east of Shakespeare, at 2079 Line 34, a new busi-
ness has moved into the former location of Faromor 
Inc. This business, known as Agriculture Solutions 
Incorporated (or “AGSOL”) has been in business for 
many years, starting out in a small shop on owner Dave 
de Vries’ property in Elora in 2011.

AGSOL is a family-owned business that provides 
teaching, agronomy services, and high-quality inputs 
for organic, regenerative and conventional farming 
practices. They believe that everything stems from the 
soil and this is where the focus should start. AGSOL 
was born out of De Vries seeing his growers needing 
more options for inputs whether it is for organic grow-
ing, changes in conventional practices or to save costs. 
AGSOL sources high-quality products for many farm-
ers in this area and throughout North America. 

Many of the company’s product line comes from 
a company out of Australia called Nutri-Tech Solu-
tions”(NTS). When Dave began his search for quality 
inputs for his growers, he found himself at a training 
course, in Australia, working with Graeme Sait, who is 
the CEO of Nutri-Tech. As part of the partnership that 
AGSOL has with NTS, they will bring Graham Sait in 
to do five-day workshops with growers across North 
America. The focus of these workshops is to teach and 
inform growers about soil health, nutritional farming 
and to empower growers in their fields. 

AGSOL’s model is to first and foremost be teachers 
and helpers. They said they are there to support and 
empower growers and help them try and reduce chem-
ical use in North America. They often say plants are 
not chemical deficient, they are mineral deficient. They 
work to bring home nutritional value along with high-
yields. Dave often uses the phrase “you are what you 
eat… eats”. This is just to say, they want to focus not 
only on the food produced, but what that food eats or 
intakes. He often encourages that the next time you 

pick up an apple at a grocery store, ask yourself, “what 
does this contain”.

 They have distributors across North America in 
Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Illinois, California, 
Florida, and Kansas, to name just a few.

One of the big reasons for their decision to buy a larg-
er space near Shakespeare was due to COVID. After 
seeing the delays on shipping and the struggles many 
customers had with getting products on time, Dave and 
his son Brayden, now a managing partner, decided to 
upgrade in storage space and make sure they order in 
all their ingredients over one year in advance. This will 
help to mitigate the risk of not having enough stock 
for customers in the spring. They go on to say that al-
though a large majority of their customers are not or-
ganic, they do fully support and assist organics across 
the continent.

 The quickly expanding company’s end goal is to 
bring nutrition into farming. They believe that there is 
no one program that fits all growers, and through soil 
sampling and tissue testing, AGSOL will work to bring 
a custom program that fits a farmers needs for crops 
and budgets.

25 year employees 
honoured by 
Famme & Co.

Local Ag Solutions company expands

Famme & Co. 25 year employees are left, Kim White and 
Sue Van Bakel. 

AGSOL owners, father and son: Dave and Brayden de 
Vries in front of their new location east of Shakespeare on 
Highway 7 & 8.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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On September 8, 1880 the Stratford 
Times reported that the Loretto Convent 
in Stratford had opened their “Seminary 
for the Education of Young Ladies” for 
a new year. Their school building was 
originally the home of Peter Robinson 
Jarvis (1824-1906), a prominent busi-
nessman and Mayor of Stratford from 
1863-1867. Jarvis’s gravestone in Avon-
dale Cemetery records that he was “an 
honoured resident of Stratford for 58 
years.” He built his house in 1850 on a 
two-acre estate at the west end of the 
block between Waterloo, Rebecca and 
Grange St. -- where Jeanne Sauve School 
stands today. The Loretto Order arrived 
in Stratford on August 15, 1878 at the 
urging of the Rt. Rev. Dr. E.B.  Kilroy of 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. He bought 
the Jarvis house for $11,000 and sold it to 
the Order for $5,500. The Sisters didn’t 
waste any time. By September 2 they 
had opened the new St. Joseph’s school. 
A week later the Academy - a day school 
for 27 pupils “of every denomination” - 
started operations as well, adding board-
ing students as of 1881. In the fall of 
1883, the Stratford Times reported that: 
“The select school at Loretto Convent 
opened on Monday with 41 pupils. This 
institution is now in Stratford five years 
and has made quite a rate of progress…
The Convent of the Sisters of Loretto has 
been remarkably successful. To prove its 
merit to the public, the Sisters send their 
pupils up to the teachers’ examinations 
to get certificates. Unless they pass they 
do not get the medal which convent pu-
pils prize very highly. At the last teach-
ers’ examination, out of the 21 who went 
up for examination, 15 were passed, and 
one of those who obtained a second class 
B, certificate, is only 14 years old. She, 
we believe, is the youngest holder of this 
certificate in the province.”

Reflecting on his pre-World War I ex-
periences as a student there, local jour-
nalist Tom Dolan wrote:

Their chief mission at St. Joe’s, a pri-
mary school, was to provide a thorough 
grounding in the “Three R’s”… My in-
troduction to old St. Joe’s came at about 
age seven. Hand in hand with brother Pe-
ter, then a veteran of two years’ school-
ing, I set forth on a new adventure. I 
knew nothing about the rules and regu-
lations and at the end of 90 minutes I was 
a dropout. How was I to know that when 
the class was dismissed for recess that 
it wasn’t time to go home? Peter arrived 
soon to take me back and from then on 
I came to realize that my time was no 
longer to be entirely my own. I was part 
of a group, subject to discipline, even to 
the extent of getting permission to go to 
the little boys’ room.” Dolan also com-
mented that: “At the Academy, chiefly 
a girls’ school, both primary and sec-
ondary school subjects were taught, as 
well as music and art. There was also a 
boarding school in connection with the 
Academy…Parents of many denomina-
tions sent their girls to Loretto “to make 
ladies of them.” I recall that …the good 
sisters hovered over them like brooding 

hens and made dating difficult.”
There were expansions to the Jarvis 

house over the years with a third storey 
added in 1888, a chapel in 1893 and a 
new wing on the north side in 1909. It 
contained a classroom, a science room, 
dormitories, a kitchen and a laundry 

room. The space was also used to take 
in boarders - students attending the Nor-
mal School for Teacher Training. During 
the Spanish Flu epidemic after the first 
world war, the school auditorium was 

used for six weeks as a 30-bed auxilia-
ry hospital for women and children. The 
City of Stratford supplied mattresses, 
bedding, extra lighting, water and coal. 
There was a trained nurse, Mother Rose 
Francis Street, on the school’s teaching 
staff. She oversaw the operation. It was 
known as The Sisters’ Hospital. 

Music was always a priority. Pupils 
studied singing, piano, theory and were 
prepared to compete in the Toronto Con-
servatory of Music examinations. In 
1920, the Loretto Academy was formal-
ly affiliated with the Conservatory. The 
Academy school choir gave annual con-
certs at City Hall. 

In this photograph from Stratford-Perth 
Archives, students of the Loretto Acad-
emy are ready for their graduation cere-
mony held in St. Joseph’s Roman Cath-
olic Church on May 27, 1959.  Front row 
(from left):  Mary Lennon, Elizabeth 
Lennon, Norma Aiken, Eileen Curry; 
Second row:  Patricia Duggan, Elizabeth 
McCaffrey, Dianne Calcott, Joan Taylor; 
Third row:  Rosemary Overholt, Helen 
Tew, Patsy Reinhart; Fourth row:  Ann 
Snider, Mary Bourett, Sharon Beale 
Fifth row:  Dolores White, Catherine 
Brooks, Elizabeth Ann Heinbuck.

At the beginning of 1963 it was an-
nounced that the old convent would be 
demolished and the site used for a new 
separate school for grades 7 through 10. 
Both the 1850 house and a tree described 
as a rare White Beech planted by Jarvis 
himself were done away with to make 
room for the new building. The Sisters 
had moved to a new parish convent next 
to St. Joseph’s church on Huron St.

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

The Stratford Times is published every 
second Friday of each month.

Check in pick up locations for the new copy 
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BETTY JO BELTON

Stratford-Perth Archives

Times Past: Loretto Convent

Stratford Times Sept 8, 1880 
Former Stratford Mayor Peter Robinson 
Jarvis in 1894.

Loretto Academy Graduating class of 1959.
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(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES PHOTO)

HAVE A 
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Do you feel like you are al-
ways trying to catch your breath 
but never quite being able to do 
it because of how busy you are? 
Do you have a hard time politely 
declining invitations to events 
that you are not really interest-
ed in anyway to make time for 
what really matters to you? 

As we get into the fall months, 
life goes back to normal. No 
longer can we sit on the beach 
hoping to catch a sunset, camp-
ing, or just walking on the 
beach. Suddenly, we are thrown 
into our busy lives. Suddenly, 
there’s no time for us to pause 

and take a break and some 
much-needed ME time. 

Here’s the thing: unless we 
take some time out for our-
selves, our health and well-be-
ing will ultimately suffer. In 
other words, we all need some 
downtime in our lives. 

Ideally, we should try to make 
some time for ourselves every 
day, even if it’s having a quiet 
cup of coffee on our veranda or 
back patio or reading a book. 
But how many of us really feel 
we can take the time to do that?  

I believe that all of us can 
make time for ourselves. It 
doesn’t have to be for as long 
as an hour or two a day. Some-
times, even fifteen minutes to 
half an hour can be enough to 
really help us feel more con-
nected to ourselves and to our 
loved ones. 

Not taking time out is con-
trary to how things are done in 
nature. If you think about it, ev-
erything has a rhythm or pur-
pose. The four seasons of the 
year are rhythmical. Plants and 
animals also have an inherent 
sense of balance and rhythm. 
Humans are the only ones who 

seem to be out of balance often. 
To live within our rhythms, we 
should slow down and make 
time for what’s most important. 

Here are a few concrete tips 
to create more balance in your 
life. 

1. Take time to engage in dif-
ferent activities that take you 
away from your regular grind. 
For instance, in the morning, 
you probably do the same things 
as a matter of habit. You may 
take the same route to work, 
eat the same breakfast, and 
spend the day doing the same 
activities, come home by the 
same route, and then eat dinner 
and collapse on the couch and 
watch TV for hours. 

If this sounds like a familiar 
pattern of acting, you’re not 
alone. We all do similar things. 
However, if you can even take 
steps to change one or two ha-
bitual activities and do some-
thing different, you will feel 
refreshed. 

2. Make yourself a priori-
ty every day by taking care of 
your needs. Many of you habit-
ually neglect your needs. And 
that may be okay sometime. 

However, if you keep doing that 
repeatedly, you end up running 
out of time for your own needs. 
This can create unhappiness, 
frustration, and anxiety. Your 
health and well-being need 
some down time.  

3. Try not to overdo it. Many 
of you are working all day. 
Then you come home to a 
whole evening of stuff that 
needs to be done. If you keep 
this kind of energy up, you may 
end up feeling exhausted by the 
end of the week and just need to 
sleep until noon on Saturday to 
catch up on rest. Therefore, you 
must learn to pace yourself so 
that you don’t feel completely 
exhausted. 

4. Make time for a hobby or 
two. This can get you out of 
the rut of the daily grind, and 
it can help us create some fun 
and variety in your lives. Even 
if you aim to engage in a few 
different hobbies every week, it 
will start making a difference 
to your overall outlook on life. 

5. Take the time to be pres-
ent with your family every day. 
Many of us eat dinner with the 
TV blaring. Some of us are on 

our devices. We don’t seem to 
make time for really interacting 
with others. To create balance 
in your life, perhaps turn off the 
TV while you’re eating and just 
be with your family. Eat at the 
dinner table and set the table 
nicely. This way, you’ll be able 
to really listen and communi-
cate with your loved ones. 

By taking these steps, you 
will start marching to a slower 
beat by decluttering your lives 
and making time for what’s 
most important in your life. 
You will feel start feeling whole 
again. As a bonus, you may 
even feel like doing something 
different regularly because 
you will have the energy to try 
something new. 

Irene Roth is a freelance writ-
er who loves to explore topics 
about happiness, health, and 
fulfillment for adults and teens. 
She has written hundreds of ar-
ticles, both in print and online, 
on different topics for adults, 
from how to age gracefully to 
how to manage chronic pain 
and life a fulfilling life. She lives 
in Stratford with her husband 
Jim, cat Toby, and Dog Milo.

Everyone who reads the stories I write 
in various papers will know that I like 
to write about good news human inter-
est stories. The following is one of those: 
about fighting adversity thanks to a pos-
itive attitude along with the support of 
one's community.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, more 
commonly known as ALS or "Lou Geh-
rig's Disease", is a rare neurological con-
dition that affects the nerve cells respon-
sible for controlling voluntary muscle 
movement. Researchers, including those 
at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
are constantly working on studies to find 
a cause for ALS and hopefully someday 
a cure.

My friend Neil McPhee, who lives in 
Sebringville with his wife, Kim Lincoln, 
has been living with ALS for almost eight 
years. According to Kim, the first hint 
that something was wrong was in June of 
2014 when he was asked to participate in 
the ice bucket challenge, but he didn’t feel 
physically up for it. An appointment was 
made to see a neurologist in London that 
September, and an EMG (electromyo-
gram) procedure was performed. On Oc-
tober 4th, after clinical examination and 
ruling out other diseases, the specialists 

determined that Neil very likely had ALS.
Now 61 years of age, Neil visits the 

Neuromuscular Clinic at London Health 
Sciences Centre's University Hospital ev-
ery six months. Twice a week, he attends 
physiotherapy sessions. Even though he 
now moves in a wheelchair, Neil always 
has a positive attitude, and recognizing 

that it's been eight years since his diag-
nosis, he cherishes every single day and 
jokes that he's already past his "best be-
fore date". McPhee has always been very 
hands-on throughout his life, so he's 
grateful that even from his wheelchair, 
he's maintained the motor skills which al-
low him to continue with hobbies such as 

welding and fabricating which he does in 
his side yard. Neil grew up in the Mari-
times and in his career worked in heating 
and air conditioning, while also taking a 
keen interest in car shows, construction, 
engineering, and design. 

The second part of this story is how we 
got to know Neil in the first place. Neil 
is supported by volunteers through the 
Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth volun-
teer visiting program. A friend, Murray 
Schlotzhauer, and myself, after complet-
ing a course in palliative care, have been 
volunteering in the program for over eight 
years and have supported many clients 
in Stratford, Mitchell, Shakespeare and 
surrounding areas. Neil is visited at least 
once a week to provide companionship 
and valuable respite time for Neil‘s wife, 
Kim. 

The visiting hospice program provides 
one-on-one volunteer support to individ-
uals living at home with a life-limiting 
illness. Their primary focus is emotional, 
social, and practical support; but while 
the volunteer is there, it also allows re-
spite time for the caregiver if needed. 

Rotary Hospice serves clients in Strat-
ford, St. Marys, Perth South, and Perth 
East. For more information about the pro-
gram or to inquire about a referral, con-
tact Katie Jervis at katie@rotaryhospice.
ca or 519-508-4900 x730.    

Marching to Slower Rhythms

A positive attitude in the face of ALS
GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

IRENE ROTH

Times Contributor
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“There is no second Earth to evacuate 
to,” to quote last month’s Seeking Sustain-
ability column.  It’s no secret that Earth is 
truly challenged right now. Current levels 
of warming cannot be maintained, and 
still provide life for humans and for many 
other life forms. Feeling overpowered? 
Look for gains in our own community.

In the July Web-Crawling I introduced 
the web of life in which we are all con-
nected: humans, sunflowers, insects, 
birds, shrubs - all life forms. That web is 
vital in helping to protect us from climate 
meltdown. We know trees absorb carbon 
and help with global warming – but what 
supports trees? The rich soil organisms 
below (the millions of “workers” I de-
scribed before), and a host of birds, in-
sects, and other plants. Let’s look at the 
web above the ground and see how it 
works - and how we can help.

Certain plants and animals are at home 
in Stratford. This is where they’ve existed 
for a very long time, and they depend on 
each other. Take butterflies, moths, bees 
and tiny wasps - they’re beautiful, but 
they’re also pollinators for food plants 
that we eat - and they’re food for birds 
and other insect eaters like frogs and bats. 
That’s all part of the way the “web” in-
terconnects. But insect numbers are drop-
ping dangerously, by as much as 87%. 

Without them, crops may suffer, and other 
vital parts of the web that depend on them 
may be in danger. That web is needed to 
help withstand climate pressure. Let’s do 
something about it!

A plant area that is rich in numbers and 
varieties of plants is the most welcoming 
home for nature’s biodiversity web. Lon-
ger grass lengths (3 inches plus) are help-
ful habitat, and chemical-free gardens are 
golden.

The term ‘host plant’ is important. One 
of the best things you can do is to plant host 
plants that will sustain other life forms in 
the web. Most insects will only lay their 
eggs on certain plants; plants they know 
belong in this area, ones that will nourish 
their young when the eggs hatch. There 
are host plants for most insects, and have 
been for thousands of years. Some plants 
will host one special creature - Milkweed 
for monarchs, e.g. Some will host a gazil-
lion insects. The humble goldenrod is a 
host plant for over 110 species of moths 
and butterflies! 

Shrubs can be great host plants, pro-
viding shelter and nesting places as well, 
and trees are amazing! Oak trees, for ex-
ample, are host plants for over 550 moths 
and butterflies, along with providing 
homes for many animals and birds! When 
you can, plant native plants; the ones that 
have been here for thousands of years, in-
stead of exotics from other countries or 
hybrids. For a list of area nurseries that 

carry native plants, and some plant sug-
gestions, check out https://cfuwstratford.
ca/native-plants-for-a-sustainable-gar-
den/. Autumn is a great time to plant! 

What happens in the fall? Ah, there’s 
the rub. Many of the insects that are a 
hugely important part of ecosystem sus-
tainability, overwinter here in one form 
or another. Sometimes it is as a cocoon 
wrapped up in dead leaf, sometimes as a 
mature insect hibernating in a plant stem, 
or sometimes under the soil. Insects of all 
kinds overwinter where their host plants 
live. That way when they emerge in the 
spring, they know there will be food for 
them or for their young. 

Try leaving your garden growth to 
overwinter, and maybe don’t rake up all 
the leaves – There may well be cocoons, 
overwintering insects, and eggs waiting 
for spring in those plants and leaves. As 
we found in July, there are millions of 
tiny workers underground who will be 
happy to take dead plant matter from the 
garden and turn it into free fertilizer for 
your next year’s garden!

And somewhere in the garden, can 
be found the spider’s web, doing its job 
to keep a balance among insects - and 
to provide food itself for birds, lizards, 
toads and centipedes! Just as everything 
in the spider’s web is connected, so we 
are connected to a web of all life forms, 
with each dependent on the others. It is 
tempting to think we can remove whole 

parts of the web and still exist. Like the 
insects that enrich our soil and pollinate 
our food, like the birds and bats that need 
insects to survive, like the trees that re-
move carbon from the atmosphere and 
offer blissful shade on a blistering day, 
each part of the web is connected – and 
necessary.   

In a world of challenge for the biodiver-
sity in that web, there are opportunities 
to grow host plants, leave the leaves in 
the autumn, avoid chemicals, and grow 
our grass a bit longer. Small steps for big 
returns, easing the Climate Crisis, and re-
minding us that respect for nature is vital 
to the planet.

Sheila Clarke is an ecologist by de-
fault, a retired educator by vocation, and 
an advocate for the environment, of our 
community and of our planet.  She has 
a BSc Zoology from the University of Il-
linois, and a host of courses beyond, in 
disciplines that inform ecology, the sci-
ence of how everything living fits togeth-
er in nature. Her particular interests are 
native plant ecosystems, public transpor-
tation, the preservation of wetlands and 
endangered species, and global warm-
ing.  In another life, Sheila was part of a 
first “ecology” course in university.  At 
that time, the course was called Human 
Ecology, an approach that has changed.  
She is a member of CFUW Stratford, 
Stratford Climate Momentum, and the 
Perth County Sustainability Hub.

WEB CRAWLING: Above Ground
SHEILA CLARKE

Times Freelance Columnist

Letter to the Editor
How Badly has the U.S.A. handled the 

Covid Pandemic? 
(Statistics as of August 24, 2022)
Here are some interesting facts that most 

Americans (and others) would be unaware 
of:

At 334,485,290 citizens, the U.S.A. 
has 4.2% of the World’s population. 
(7,875,000,000)

And now that the U.S.A. total of deaths 
attributed to Covid has surpassed 1 mil-
lion (1,066,416), I feel it necessary to 
illustrate how badly the American gov-
ernments have responded to the Covid 
Pandemic Crisis. And let me be candid 
when I say that no major country in the 
world can boast that they have done a 
great job at managing the pandemic, and 
most can only claim mediocre success at 
best.

But I cannot find another country, let 
alone World Power, that statistically has 
failed their people so badly as in the U.S.

Once again… the U.S.A. has 4.2% of the 

world’s population.
The U.S. has had 15.86 % of ALL cases 

worldwide. (95,537,994 vs. 602,231,384)
In plain terms the U.S. has had more 

than twice the number of cases than any 
other country in the world.

The U.S. has had 16.46% of ALL deaths 
attributed to Covid worldwide. (1,066,416 
vs. 6,476,008) 

So for every 6 people who have died in 
the world due to Covid, one has been an 
American.

The U.S.A. has lost more citizens from 
the Covid outbreak than the total of all 
U.S. deaths in every military campaign 
since 1900.

 Yes, every one… WW1, WW2, Viet-
nam, Korea, Gulf, Afghanistan etc.)

By comparison, during the Civil War 
1861-1865, by far the bloodiest war in U.S. 
history… the total U.S. deaths, both mil-
itary and other, was 655,000 Americans. 
Covid has already taken more lives in less 

time.
And last but not least… India is ranked 

second in the world, after the U.S. in total 
Covid cases with 44,368,195 cases which 
is less than half the total cases of the U.S.   

India has a billion more people. 
This is the legacy of American Presi-

dents and Governors, past and present.
It’s what happens when you politicize 

something as deadly as Covid rather than 
cooperate for the good of all regardless 
of political geography or social standing. 
Over a million dead and not a ripple is be-
ing made in the discourse of mainstream 
American politics. You’d think that there 
might be an ongoing discussion on how 
to prevent something like this from ever 
happening again… but the country seems 
more focussed on Trump issues and has 
taken the summer off from meaningful 
political discourse. 

It appears that Covid 19 is now consid-
ered “Old News”… if newsworthy at all.

We’re ALL tired of it. But that won’t 
make it go away. There were 53,000 new 
cases in the U.S. yesterday and 294 deaths. 

It’s still prevalent, and still a problem, 
but masks and anti-Covid campaigns are 
nowhere to be seen.  

And before you rush out to use these ob-
servations to support some political agen-
da, just remember that the world needs co-
operation rather than divisiveness. These 
statistics are proof of governments willing 
to do less for the general American citi-
zenry and more for individuals with per-
sonal political agendas. 

Covid? What Covid?
Are you politicians proud of your ac-

complishments?
Has it all been worth over a million 

American lives?
I for one think not. But then, I’m not 

American. 
Tim Jacobs

Stratford

Support businesses 
that keep your 
community and its 
newspaper thriving
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Have your kids headed off to College, 
University, Trade School or perhaps they 
are just venturing off on their own this 
year? Educating young adults on what they 
can do to stay safe during their time away 
is important and often overlooked.  Ensure 
that their home away from home is a FIRE 
SAFE environment with the following in-
formation.  Were you able to get down and 
check out their new place?   Did you check 
for working, in date smoke alarms?  Did 
you send them down with a carbon monox-
ide alarm for their room?  We get that they 
may not want their parent getting all up in 
their business.  However, there are some 
easy ways to double check.  Reach out to 
the local fire department and ask when the 
last time this rental property was inspected.  
This may work for you in a variety of ways.

Oh, we didn’t know this was a rental 

property…… 
Yes this property has been inspected 

and is up to the required codes……
No this property is not a suitable rent-

al……
Depending on how many people are 

renting rooms in the home there may be 
upgrades required to the doors, fire sepa-
rations, and alarms.  If your child is in the 
basement do they have the appropriate ex-
its?  If they are on the third storey or above 
do they have a secondary means of getting 
down?

There are great landlords and properties 
out there and there are others that put their 
tenants at tremendous risk.  Make sure you 
know who is responsible for the room your 
child sleeps in.

FIRE SAFETY TIPS
• Unattended cooking is not only the lead-

ing cause of residential fires but roughly, 5 
out of 6 campus residence fires also start by 
cooking. For all occupancies, ensure that 
your kids stay in the kitchen or with the 
appliance that they are using to cook. (For 
campus residences, be sure to check the 
rules on using electrical appliances in your 
room.) 

• Only cook when you are alert and are not 
sleepy or drowsy from medicine, alcohol or 
drugs. Ensuring they have food on hand that 
does not require cooking will help reduce 
this risk. 

• If they smoke, it is best to do so outside 
or in permitted areas (as per the schools reg-
ulations). If in off-campus housing, use stur-
dy, deep, non-tip ashtrays, avoid smoking in 
bed, and when drowsy or intoxicated. 

• Candles should only be burned if per-
mitted at the school.  In any living area al-
ways, ensure that candles are placed away 
from anything that can burn and are blown 

out when leaving the room or going to sleep. 
• If the kids will not be bringing their 

laundry home on the weekends, give them 
a lesson on how to clean the lint filter be-
fore and after each use on the dryer in their 
facility. 

By educating your children on how to be 
fire safe, you provide them with essential 
life skills that may save their life. We will 
not always be there to help them, but we can 
PREPARE them for living a fire safe life! If 
you would like further information on Fire 
and Life safety, please reach out to your lo-
cal Fire Department!

Have you inherited a firearm? Or are you 
the executor of an estate in which firearms 
have been left? Do you have questions about 
how to safely, and legally deal with these 
items? The Stratford Police Service is com-
mitted to helping educate mem-
bers of the public regarding issues 
of public safety and the law. With 
the Ontario Chief Firearms Office 
(CFO) receiving regular inquiries 
regarding what to do if you have 
either inherited a firearm or are 
the executor of an estate in which 
firearms have been left, we at the 
Stratford Police Service would like 
to share a brochure created by the 
CFO that helps answer these questions. The 
brochure, which has been attached to this 
release, provides information on what todo 
with unwanted firearms; the legal require-
ments for an heir to possess a firearm; steps 

for executors to take to become the owner 
of a firearm or to legally transfer ownership 
to another person; as well as firearm safe-
ty and how to register for a safety course. 
The phone number and email address for 

the CFO has also been included if 
anyone has further questions. We 
recognize that it takes our entire 
community working together to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
everyone, and we know that with-
out having the proper information 
it can sometimes be difficult to fol-
low all the different rules and reg-
ulations in place. As such, we hope 
that by sharing this information it 

will help answer your questions and allevi-
ate concerns regarding gun ownership. If 
you do have any other questions, please feel 
free to contact us, or the CFO for further 
assistance.

Back to school fire safety

Executors and Heirs: What to do with Firearms



September 2022 31Stratford Times

Solutions on page 35

Word Search
POSSIBLE TRUMP CRIMES (PARTIAL LIST)

Riddles

Sudoku

Sedition

Treason

Espionage

Records 
removal

Election 
interference

Obstruction

Defamation

Perjury

Bribery

Conspiracy

Tax fraud

Insurance 
fraud

Sexual 
misconduct

Pet of the 
Month

LILY
She is a 2-year-old intelligent, playful, super 

affectionate dog looking for her forever 
home. Lily is very well trained in the house 

and knows all about being respectful. Outside 
of the house - she can get a little excited. She 
will need your patience on walks because she 

is still learning not to pull on her leash. Lily 
loves to spend time with her humans and is 

great with kids. Her new family should ensure 
she is the centre of attention and has lots of 

time to spend with her! Lily’s favourite games 
are fetch and hide-and-seek, and she loves 
going for runs and hikes. If you like giving 
belly rubs and getting sloppy kisses, then 

Lily will be the perfect match for you!

Sudoku

Id: 85922

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

6 5 9
8 1

7 2 6
5 3 1

7 2 4
2 9 8

7
8 5

4 2 7

Solution
2 4 6 7 5 9 1 8 3

3 8 5 1 2 6 7 4 9

7 1 9 8 4 3 2 5 6

5 9 8 3 1 4 6 7 2

6 7 3 9 8 2 4 1 5

1 2 4 5 6 7 3 9 8

8 5 2 6 7 1 9 3 4

9 6 7 4 3 8 5 2 1

4 3 1 2 9 5 8 6 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

What do dinosaurs use on the floors of 
their kitchens?  

Rep-tiles 

How do you fit more pigs on your farm?  
Build a sty-scraper 

What fish only swims at night?  
A starfish 

Why are fish so smart?  
Because they live in schools

What do you get when a chicken lays an 
egg on top of a barn?  

An eggroll 

What’s the nickname for someone who 
put their right hand in the mouth of a 

T-Rex?  
Lefty 

What did the judge say when the skunk 
walked in the court room? 

Odor in the court

What do you get if you cross a karate 
master with a pig?  

A pork chop

 If there are ten copycats in a boat & one 
jumps out, how many are left?  

None 
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Communities in Bloom
Stratford was back to having their gar-

dens judged by in-person judging of 
‘Communities In Bloom’ after two years 
of having to participate virtually. 

Hosting this year’s judges were Tina 

Liu and Bob Ivison. Tina Liu, a landscape 
Architect at the National Capital Com-
mission (NCC) was one of the judges in 
this international competition. She leads 
the design of year-round floral displays in 

the nation’s capital, including the Canadi-
an Tulip Festival.Bob Ivison is the second 
of the international judges. Bob started 
his horticultural career with The Royal 
Parks, London, UK, followed by the stu-

dent diploma course at the Royal Botani-
cal Gardens Kew. On leaving Kew in 1874 
he worked in various Local Authorities in 
and around London culminating in a Head 
of Service position.

Some of the members of the 'Communities In Bloom' committee and the International judges 
at the Ted Blowes Pollinator and Memorial Garden.
L-R. Carys Wyn Hughes, Int. Judge Bob Ivison, Int. Judge Tina Liu, Quin Malott, Bernie Va 
Herk, Barb Hacking and Brad Beatty.

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
Sue Clark organized another successful ‘Light Up The Night’ Kayaking event with approximately 50-60 kayakers showing 
up on a perfect, late summer evening. She has another one planned… 'The Kayak Lantern Paddle'... for October 15, 2022. 

Zac Gribble, Executive Director at StratfordON is seen discussing Stratford’s ‘Lights On’ on 
a warm summer day with the Communities In Bloom International Judges.
L-R Int. Judge Tina Liu, Quin Malott, Int. Judge Bob Ivison and Zac Gribble.

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

Dip your paddles in the water
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Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISESOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
MARCH 7 - 18, 2023

SAILING TO GRAND CAYMAN, ARUBA, BONAIRE 
AND CURACAO ON THE CELEBRITY EQUINOX

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

I have twice had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam. The brave 
and tragic story of this young 
Jewish girl, who eventually died 
in a Nazi death camp, is utterly 
chilling. You may be chatting 
and laughing as you enter the 
house – but moments in, that 
will stop, as a solemn silence de-
scends upon all visitors.

I did not expect that same ex-
perience when I visited Winni-
peg, just a few days ago. But it 
happened – within minutes of 
entering the impressive build-
ing, home to the Canadian Mu-
seum of Human Rights. The ex-
hibits tell a stark tale of humans 
abusing and mistreating and 
persecuting other humans – and 
much of this, with an appalling 
Canadian connection.

And yet, as you travel through 
the museum – ascending ramps 
of Spanish alabaster that liter-
ally glow – you also find many 
reasons to hope. But while we 
may – and must – hope, today, 
along the way in the museum we 
hear the stories of countless peo-
ple who had little or no hope, be-
cause of the way they were treat-
ed… often, by other Canadians.

The CMHR explodes myths 
galore. The myth that Canadi-
ans have always been tolerant. 
The myth that we “welcomed” 
escaping slaves arriving via 
the Underground Railway. The 
myth that we are a nation that 
embraces immigrants.

By the time you have com-
pleted your visit to the Museum 
of Human Rights, it will have 
become apparent that the only 
people who have not had their 
human rights trampled on, at 
one time or other in our histo-
ry, are English-speaking white 
males. I say this with shame.

The litany of suffering is un-
ending. In our present-day, 
news-of-the-minute culture, we 
tend focus only on the latest is-
sues. And let there be no doubt 
– there are current issues of hu-
man rights abuses that need to 
be solved, and others than call 
for deep and meaningful recon-
ciliation.

But at the Museum of Human 
Rights, visitors get the big, his-
toric picture – and it’s a bleak 
panorama, at best. The muse-
um documents the human rights 
abuses perpetrated against First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit peo-
ples; against Black Canadians; 
against Japanese and Chinese 
immigrants; against other peo-
ple of colour, including immi-
grants from the Indian sub-con-
tinent; against women; against 
various religious groups ranging 
from Jehovah’s Witnesses to 
Mennonites; against members of 
the LGBTQ2+ community; and 
more.

The stories told are as old as 
the first appearance of European 
newcomers to Canada; as new 
as the plight of off-shore farm 
workers brought to Canadian 

farms this very summer.
It’s not all about Canada – 

there is a plethora of informa-
tion about human rights abuses 
around the world, as well.

You could spend an entire day 
taking in the amazing amount of 
surprising and shocking images 
and information. And it would 
be a day well spent.

I learned a lot. One simple im-
age and its explanatory plaque 
explains that, about a century 
ago, some of the people who 
could not vote in Canada includ-
ed Doukhobor Canadian men, 
Chinese Canadian men, Japa-
nese Canadian men – even those 
serving in the Canadian armed 
forces in WWI – Status Indian 
women and men, and black Ca-
nadian women. In fact, a near-
by display reminds us that until 
1918, no Canadian women could 
vote.

The most disquieting moments 
for me came as we watched a 
short film on Canada’s reaction 
to the plight of Jewish refugees, 
who were trying to escape the 
horrors of Nazi Germany. Our 
reaction? Canada, under Prime 
Minister MacKenzie King, vir-
tually slammed the doors shut, 
allowing only a handful of 
Jews who were fleeing for their 
lives, rejecting appeal after ap-
peal, and even turning away a 
ship bearing refugees, sending 
it back to European countries 
soon to be overrun by the Nazi 
armies. That ship – the MS St. 
Louis – carried 
900 German 
Jews. In 1939, 
Canada turned 
them all away 
– as did the 
United States, 
and Cuba – and 

the boat returned to Europe. 
Two hundred fifty four of those 
passengers died in Nazi death 
camps.

In the musem, there are also 
stories of hope – small symbols 
of which are the pocket-sized, 
free copies of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
There are the stories of heroes in 
the fight for human rights, such 
as civil rights activist Viola Des-
mond, now pictured on our Ca-
nadian $10 bill. There are exhib-
its on themes like “Breaking the 
Silence,” “Inspiring Change,” 
and “Rights Today.”

The message of the exhibits 
mirror the message in the archi-
tecture – only 20% of the angles 

in the building – designed by 
architect Antoine Predock – are 
right angles because, as a helpful 
guide told me, Predock didn’t be-
lieve that the answers to human 
rights abuses are neat and sim-
ple and fit into any box. And the 
white ramps, rising ever higher, 
are an apt symbol of hope.

We emerged from the muse-
um with a jumble of complex 
thoughts, but with a clear sense 
that this was a place that every 
Canadian should visit, if at all 
possible. It will change your life.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A life-changing visit to the 
Museum of Human Rights

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Contributor

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The Canadian Museum for Human Rights, in Winnipeg.

A stark reminder that human rights abuses continue to this day, in the 
treatment of some migrant workers who come to Canada.
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RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 
AD HERE!

JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 
call 519-655-2341

WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alter-
native, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750 

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS
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WANTED
SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

WANTED
WANTING TO BUY – Buy, sell or trade. All sports 
cards, hockey, baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

NOW HIRING
Full & Part Time Customer Service Associate

Overview: Customer Service Associates are responsible for advising 
customers and processing customer purchases/returns. When not attending 
to a customer, the Customer Service Associate stocks shelves, assists in 
setting up displays, prices product, and maintains the cleanliness of the store.
Qualifications: On the job training or previous experience. Working conditions 
are as follows - Standing for extended periods, walking long distances to 
move/handle merchandise and provide customer service Lifting up to 50lbs. 
and maintaining fitness level to perform all functions as set forth above.
Apply with resume in-store or by e-mail stratford.manager@peaveymart.com

Want to learn a trade, work in a place where craftsmanship 
matters, the work is varied, and interesting? 
We need a Cabinetmaker’s Assistant, Cabinetmaker 
Apprentice, and/or full Cabinetmaker asap. 

Please apply to 
seanpurdy@purdycabinetmaking.onmicrosoft.com  

or call 519-275-3434.

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant 
to join our New Hamburg team.

Responsibilities and Qualities would include: 
• TICO Certified 
• Knowledgeable in planning and booking worldwide  
  leisure travel 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
• Ability to multitask in a busy office environment 
• Strong customer service and organization skills

This is a part time with potential to full time position

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

 

Available Jobs 

Our state-of-the art facility in Mitchell ON is 
looking for: 

• General Labourer 
➢ 4-Day work week 
➢ Starting at $19.67/hr 
➢ 5:15am OR 10am start times  

• Millwright 
• Shipping & Receiving 

 
      About the Company 

Sofina Foods is a privately owned Canadian 
company with operations across Canada 
and the UK employing over 12,000 
employees.  We take pride in providing 
great tasing, high quality food products.   

 

      Why Work for Us 

• Stable Career   
• Weekly pay! 
• Annual Pay increases and Bonus 
• Company matched Pension Plan 
• Comprehensive Group Benefits (health, 

dental and vision) 
• $1000 Employee referral program 
• We take pride in our Brands 

 
 

Apply Now  
Careers.mitchell@sofinafoods.com or  
 

Call 519-348-0290 ext. 294 

                   Find Us on Indeed.ca 

 
    Walk-in Applicants welcome!  

    Visit us @ 5921 Frank St.  
    Mitchell ON, N0M 1N0 
 

 

JOIN US AT OUR MITCHELL ON. FACILITY! 
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FRIDAY LUNCHES
Every Friday; 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 
151 Lorne Ave. E., Stratford
Everyone is welcome. Take out 
available. $11/meal.

CHARITY FASHION SHOW 
FUNDRAISER
Friday, September 16, 2022; 
6:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Mitchell Community Centre
All you can eat dessert, savoury 
snacks, beer, wine and spirit 
tastings. Admission $30. For tickets 
contact Janice Rauser 226-880-
1712 or janice.e.rauser@gmail.com

FORE! THE MEMORIES 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Monday, September 19, 2022; 
12:00 p.m.
St. Marys Golf and Country Club
Join the 19th Annual golf 

tournament as we raise much 
needed funds for the Alzheimer 
Society Huron Perth. All proceeds 
stay in the counties to help support 
all programs including education 
and social recreation.

STRATFORD FALL FAIR
September 22-25
Stratford Rotary Complex
Free admission, midway, 
ambassador competition. See 
www.stratfordagriculturalsociety.
com for full event schedule.

STRATFORD TOYS, GAMES, 
AND COLLECTIBLES SHOW
Sunday, September 25, 2022; 
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Festival Inn, 1144 Ontario St., 
Stratford
Over 40 tables full of Transformers, 
Funko Pops, TCG Cards, Board 
Games, Lego, Retro and Current 

Video Games and Accessories, 
D&D, Comics, Hot Wheels, G.I. 
Joe, Die Cast Models, Handmade 
Pop Culture Items, and so much 
more! $2 admission.

STRATFORD WARRIORS
September 9, 16, 30; 
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, 
Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford 
Warriors

STRATFORD FIGHTING 
IRISH
September 24; 4:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, 
Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford 
Fighting Irish

GARDEN STRATFORD 
MEETING - "DRYING AND 

ARRANGING SUMMER AND 
FALL FLOWERS"
Monday, September 26; 6:30 - 
9:00 p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 
151 Lorne Ave. E., Stratford.
The meeting will begin with a 
Garden Chat about Fall Gardening.
Speaker Presentation:  “Drying 

and Arranging Summer and Fall 
Flowers” by Debra O’Connor.  
Debra operates the Garden in 
Harrington flower farm and farm 
gate stand, and will demonstrate 
how to arrange our favourite 
summer and fall flowers. Meeting 
open to Everyone; free admission

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

PHARMACY

FENCING / DECKS

CONSTRUCTION HOME APPLIANCES

CAREER COACHING

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

HUMANE SOCIETY

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca “Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

Michelle Webber
MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca

Cell: 519-301-5155

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

INVESTMENTS

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

www.jandersonrealestate.com

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

519-301-2736

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

RESTAURANT

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

TRAVEL

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Only one. Dave Stieb, Sept 
1, 1990, in Cleveland
2) Northern Lights 
3) Tooth Decay 
4) Abbey Road 
5) Blue Whale 
6) Jamaica 
7) Michelangelo 
8) Lewis Carroll 
9) Arctic Ocean 
10) Hair

SUDOKU

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS LOW 
AS $15 PER ISSUE!

Sudoku

Id: 85922

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

6 5 9
8 1

7 2 6
5 3 1

7 2 4
2 9 8

7
8 5

4 2 7

Solution
2 4 6 7 5 9 1 8 3

3 8 5 1 2 6 7 4 9

7 1 9 8 4 3 2 5 6

5 9 8 3 1 4 6 7 2

6 7 3 9 8 2 4 1 5

1 2 4 5 6 7 3 9 8

8 5 2 6 7 1 9 3 4

9 6 7 4 3 8 5 2 1

4 3 1 2 9 5 8 6 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

• Travel Clinic
• Compounding Pharmacy
• COVID-19 Antigen 
  Screening for Travel

Stratford Medical 
Pharmacy

342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4 

Phone: 519-272-0888

CARPET BINDING

CARPET BINDING
Carpet & Floor Repairs
Brian Crapper 519-949-8231

briancrapper@gmail.com

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR

Watch & Clock Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Watch batteries, bands  
& crystals

House calls available

All makes & 
models.

New & Old.

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411

www.antiquesintime.ca

THE ENTREPRENEUR 
CAREER COACH

Helping businesses reach 
their goals

www.businesscoachstratford.ca
phillip@spectrumto.ca

COMING EVENTS Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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Shingle GRD 
is a Canadian Made Roofing 

Solution that extends the life of 
your shingles

With extreme weather in the summer and 
winter; this makes for harsher conditions 

for the shingles.
Apply Shingle GRD 5 to 7 years after 

putting on a new roof.
The performance of Shingle GRD helps 

revive and bring more value and longevity 
to the shingle.

ABOUT SHINGLE GRD
• Professionally Independently 3rd party tested 
• A VERY cost effective application compared to 
   upfront cost of a new roof
• Prevents – granular loss, streaking, 
   shingle oil dry out 
• Rejuvenates shingle 
• Prolonging life of shingle
• Integrity Product- Manufactured under ISO 
   regulations
• Environmentally Friendly

Our product is ISO-9000, made in a plant that is a registered ISO. This internationally recognized quality control guarantees that our product is high-quality, consistent and widely recognized by dealers and roofing specialists.

Have questions? Interested in Shingle GRD and want to learn more?

 Email admin@shinglegrd.com | www.Shinglegrd.com
Call (519) 949-8787 or (519) 272-3392

Stratford, Ontario, Canada

Are you managing your roof?


