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Destination Stratford: younger demographic 
presents ‘golden opportunity’ 

Zac Gribble, Executive Director of 
Destination Stratford, shared some 
encouraging insights for Stratford 
tourism during his report as part of 
the City’s Finance Subcommittee 
meeting on August 17.

Through a number of marketing 
initiatives, including the launch of 
16 different online campaigns refer-
enced for the Q1 and Q2 2021 period, 
Gribble noted that over a half-million 
potential travelers had been reached, 
resulting in over 50,000 video/reel 
views and nearly 25,000 website 
page views. With a total investment 
of $47,309, these focused campaigns 

were already showing meaningful 
results towards the goal of bringing 
new visitors to the City. The present 
timing offers a unique chance for 
Stratford to make a long-lasting con-
nection with new travelers.

“During this tourism recovery 
phase, where domestic travel is pos-
sible but international travel is not, 
Stratford has a golden opportunity 
to attract a whole new audience of 
domestic visitors...and that’s exactly 
what is happening right now,” said 
Gribble.

“Our metrics are telling us that 
visitors from a younger demograph-
ic, largely from the GTA, are explor-
ing Stratford, and many of them for 
the first time. I was in Market Square 

yesterday (August 16) at around 1:30 
p.m. and was delighted to see all the 
Al Fresco tables occupied with din-
ers. This was on a Monday, which is 
traditionally the quiet day with no 
theatre and many businesses closed.

“Winning over this new demo-
graphic represents an enormous life-
time value as Stratford becomes a 
destination of choice with increased 
frequency of visitation for many 
years to come. Our marketing efforts 
are highly attuned to this opportuni-
ty, and will help position Stratford to 
build towards a stronger and more 
robust year-round destination as we 
continue to navigate through the 
pandemic, economic crisis and re-
covery.”

The Stratford and District Chamber of Commerce 
held an in-person, all-candidates debate at the Arden 
Park Hotel in Stratford on Tuesday evening, Septem-
ber 7.

There were about 100 audience members in atten-
dance in accordance with COVID-19 health and safe-
ty protocols. The debate was also livestreamed on 
YouTube, and broadcast on Rogers TV and Wightman 
Cable TV. 

In attendance were each of the candidates in the 
Perth-Wellington riding: Conservative Party incum-
bent John Nater, Liberal Party candidate Brendan 
Knight, New Democratic Party candidate Kevin 
Kruchkywich, and People's Party of Canada candi-
date Wayne Baker. There was no Green Party candi-
date for the riding this election.

Fitting with their parties, Nater wore a blue face 
mask, Knight wore a red mask, Kruchywich wore an 
orange mask, and Baker took his mask off and didn’t 
put it back on until the conclusion of the event.

Eddie Matthews, General Manager of the Chamber, 
moderated the debate. Each candidate had a limited 
time to answer each question.

Each candidate briefly introduced themselves at the 
beginning of the event. The first question from Mat-
thews was, "What would your party do to help small 
businesses recover?"

PPC candidate Baker said, "We function best with-
out government in our face. We really need to open the 
economy up, open up opportunities, and get govern-
ment interference out of our businesses."

SPRUCE LODGE CAR RALLY
Organizer Kim Luckhardt from the Spruce Lodge greeted approximately 100 cars as they prepared for the Rolling Car 
Rally. This 1953 Buick Custom was driven by Larry and Amy. Kim said, “seven years ago, it was my dream to host my 
first ever Spruce Lodge Car Show in the parking lots at Spruce Lodge and Woodland Towers here in Stratford. I have 
always admired Classic Cars, and I knew that the residents would truly enjoy every bit of this, as it felt like a step 
back in time to hear the rumble of the engines, and the distinct smell of the exhaust!" The Rolling Car Rally covered 
much of Stratford including driving past many of the nursing and retirement homes. See more photos on page 29.

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)
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Meet the Perth-Wellington Election candidates

JOHN NATER, 
CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE
John Nater was raised on a fam-

ily pig farm in Logan Township 
(now West Perth). As a proud con-
servative he previously served in a 
number of volunteer positions and 
worked on many political cam-
paigns to advance conservative 
values at the national, provincial 
and local level.
John earned a Bachelor’s Degree 

in Public Affairs and Policy Man-
agement (BPAPM) from Carleton 
University and a Master’s Degree 
in Public Administration (MPA) 
from Queen’s University.
Prior to being elected to Parlia-

ment John served on West Perth 
Municipal Council from 2010 
– 2014 representing the Mitch-
ell Ward. John Nater was elected 
as the Member of Parliament for 
Perth—Wellington in the 42nd 
General Election on October 19, 
2015 and was re-elected in the 
43rd General Election on Octo-
ber 21, 2019. John lives in Mitch-
ell with his wife Justine and their 
three children.

BRENDAN KNIGHT, 
LIBERAL CANDIDATE

Brendan is a father, husband, and 
public servant. Born and raised 
in Sebringville, he now lives in 
Stratford with his wife Meaghan 
and their children, William and 
Rosie. 
While earning a Bachelor of 

Environmental Studies from the 
University of Waterloo, he worked 
as a Laboratory Technician for 
Aquatic Toxicology Laboratories. 
He currently works as the Execu-
tive Assistant to MPP for Scarbor-
ough-Guildwood, Mitzie Hunter, 
serving constituents and assisting 
with legislation at Queen’s Park.
As an active Liberal in Perth-Wel-

lington, Brendan has participated 

in several campaigns federally 
and provincially. His ongoing 
volunteer work is focused on the 
environment, and he is currently 
monitoring the water quality of 
the Avon River with his children.
Brendan understands the diverse 

needs and priorities in the riding 
and will be a strong advocate for 
Perth-Wellington in Ottawa.

KEVIN KRUCHKYWICH, 
NDP CANDIDATE

I am an actor, improviser, and 
entrepreneur. I was raised in Al-
berta. My father hauled cattle and 
my mother worked at the school 
board. My wife, Sara-Jeanne, and 
I settled in Stratford nine years 
ago.

WAYNE BAKER, 
PPC CANDIDATE

Grew up on a farm, initially, on 
a 40 acre farm just outside Brant-
ford.  In 1973 his family moved to 
a dairy farm just outside Flesher-
ton, Ont. Left farming and worked 
my way through the ranks initial-
ly as a Real Estate Sales Agent, 
and finishing my career in Real 
Estate as an independant Broker 
in Cambridge. In my mid 30’s, one 
could say I had a mid life crisis, 
and turned full circle, left my ca-
reer in Real Estate, and started at 
the bottom as an apprentice Tool 
and Die Maker. By my early 40’s 
I had served my apprenticeship as 
a Tool and Die Maker, and opened 
up a small machine shop. In 2005, 
my wife Marilyn and I purchased 
a property just outside Arthur, 
where we reside today.  Am still 
operating my business, and serv-
ing a number of local businesses. 
While living in Arthur, I served 
on the Arthur and District Cham-
ber of Commerce, first as a Direc-
tor, and later as President. Am in-
volved in our local Church. Have 

been an outspoken advocate for 
greater co-operation between Mu-
nicipal and County Governments. 
Participated in a hotly contested 
campaign in 2018 for a seat at 
Wellington County Council.

1) Many businesses in our 
area cannot find employees to 
hire. How would you attract 
workers to this area?

NATER: While the federal 
government cannot fill the local 
worker shortage alone, it can 
and should be a trusted partner. 
Since 2015, I have been pleased 
to work on this issue with Town 
Council and mayors across our 
riding. I have fought for our fair 
share of federal funds so that 
municipalities can afford the in-
frastructure and amenities that 
attract people to live here. I am 
also pleased that our Conserva-
tive platform has detailed plans 
to address the labour shortage 
in rural communities, including 
the implementation of an Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Labour 
Strategy. Stratford, like every 
community across our riding, 
is an exceptional place to live, 
work and raise a family. Let’s 
tell our story.

KNIGHT: The low unemploy-
ment rate in Perth-Wellington 
means there are labour short-
ages in some sectors.  In the 
spring, the Liberal government 
made the largest investment in 
training for workers in Canadi-
an history to help them reskill 
to meet the needs of employers. 
Action to address labour short-
ages will make sure businesses 
can grow and capitalize on the 
opportunities of our recovery.  
Our plan includes making it 
easier for workers to relocate 
for good jobs, keeping experi-
enced workers in the workforce, 
and boosting the participation 
of women in the skilled trades. 
Affordable childcare and in-
creased availability will make 
it possible for young parents to 
work and obtain full-time em-
ployment.

KRUCHKYWICH: I have 
heard that businesses are hav-
ing a hard time recruiting em-
ployees because of a lack of 
affordable and attainable hous-
ing options in the area. A plan 
to increase affordable owner-
ship and rental housing would 
help to attract workers to the 
area. In addition, families want 
to live in communities where 
they have access to affordable 
childcare and options for public 
transportation. The NDP has 
plans to help smaller communi-
ties with both of these and that 
should help with recruitment 

and retention of employees.

BAKER: That is a really good 
question, and a very complicat-
ed one to answer, as I believe it 
involves all three levels of Gov-
ernment.  Probably the easiest 
and most controversial thing the 
Federal level of government can 
do is allow more foreign work-
ers.  I believe that is a stop gap 
measure, however, given the 
comparative work ethic of for-
eign vs domestic workers, the 
foreign workers are a reality.
Realistically, if one were to put 
oneself in the shoes of an av-
erage worker in this area, it is 
understandable why it is dif-
ficult to retain workers in this 
area.  Originally factories and 
other businesses located here 
in Perth Wellington because we 
had a relatively large pool of 
dependable workers.  What has 
changed? Short answer: cost of 
housing.  When my wife and I 
moved to the area, it was real-
istic to purchase a decent home 
for $120 to $150k and a double 
income family making a com-
bined income of around $50 to 
60k could nicely manage the 
costs purchasing such a home.  
Housing costs have since sky-
rocketed, and the workers sim-
ply cannot afford to live in our 
area.  Therefore finding good 
workers is an ongoing problem 
that won’t easily be solved short 
of the “gate keepers” controlling 
supply of housing getting out of 
the way, and allowing market 
conditions to prevail.

2) How would your govern-
ment help young people get 
into the housing market?

NATER: Canada has a hous-
ing crisis. It is not just a big-
city problem; too many young 
people and families across 
Perth-Wellington cannot afford 
a home. As Member of Parlia-
ment, I have heard their stories 
directly. Conservatives have a 
plan to build one million new 
homes in the next three years. 
This includes incentivizing de-
velopment of affordable hous-
ing. We would also fix the 
mortgage stress test to stop 
discriminating against small 
business owners, contractors, 
and other non-permanent em-
ployees. Finally, foreign inves-
tors with no intention of living 
in Canada should be prevented 
from buying newly-built hous-
ing.

KNIGHT: Canadians see home 
ownership as a key to stability 
and security. But with rent in-
creasing and housing prices 
continuing to rise, too many 
young people are struggling to 

see a clear path to affording the 
same lives their parents had. 
The introduction of a tax-free 
First Home Savings Account 
will allow Canadians under 40 
to save up to $40,000 towards 
their first home and withdraw 
it tax-free to put towards their 
first home purchase, with no 
requirement to repay it. Our 
plan also includes building, pre-
serving, or repairing 1.4 million 
homes in four years. We will 
create a Home Buyers’ Bill of 
Rights so that the process of 
buying a home is fair, open, and 
transparent. This would include 
establishing a legal right to a 
home inspection and requiring 
real-estate agents to disclose to 
all participants in a transaction 
when they are involved in both 
sides of a potential sale.

KRUCHKYWICH: The NDP 
has a number of commitments 
that will improve the availabili-
ty and cost of housing. Creation 
of 500,000 new affordable, sus-
tainable, rental units will help 
young people access housing 
while also having money left af-
ter their bills to save for a down 
payment. Programs to increase 
new rental units are important 
for the 1/3 of Canadians who 
rent, but it is not enough on its 
own to help buyers. First time 
home buyers will have a num-
ber of programs to help them 
including the re-introduction of 
30 year mortgages specifical-
ly for entry-level homes, dou-
bling of the Home Buyer’s Tax 
Credit, and making it easier to 
buy homes using co-ownership 
mortgages and agreements. 
Finally, the NDP will free up 
housing that is being tied up in 
speculation by foreign buyers.  
This may not affect Stratford 
residents directly but will have 
an indirect impact because sky-
rocketing prices in larger cites 
put pressure on prices in small-
er communities.

BAKER: Again, there are fi-
nite things we could do as a 
federal government.  Most of 
the policies driving housing 
costs are generated by the pro-
vincial government.  There are 
certain lending and mortgage 
insuring policies that could be 
explored at a federal level, but 
we really need to make policies 
that discourage a “gatekeeper” 
mentality with regards to our 
housing.  We are blessed to live 
in one of the most sparsely pop-
ulated countries in the world.  
It makes no sense whatsoever 
to think that our housing pric-
es are so astronomically far out 
of the reach of young working 
families.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 3
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3) How would you address im-
proving local transportation 
systems (i.e. rail and bus) in 
our area?

NATER: Since I was first elect-
ed, I have consistently spoken 
up for local transportation ser-
vices and the need to strengthen 
them. I have worked with our lo-
cal municipalities, chambers of 
commerce, members of the St. 
Marys Save VIA organization, 
among many others. It was en-
couraging to see Metrolinx con-
sidering expanding services into 
Stratford; I have always believed 
that GO and VIA train services 
must be better coordinated. Im-
proving bus service between 
small communities must also 
continue; the PC Connect Bus 
serving Perth County, Stratford, 
St. Marys is off to a good start. 
If re-elected, I will continue to 
work with municipal leaders to 
find new and innovative solu-
tions to the challenge of rural 
transportation.

KNIGHT: The new Perth 
County Connect bus service has 
been a positive development in 
our area. A re-elected Liberal 
government is committed to de-
veloping rural transit solutions. 
Investments in public transit up 
until this year were ten times 
those of the Conservative gov-
ernment. Earlier this year, the 
Liberal government invested an 
additional $14.9 billion and es-
tablished Canada’s first perma-
nent public transit fund. We're 
committing to make High Fre-
quency Rail a reality moving 
ahead on a project in the Toronto 
to Quebec City corridor using 
electrified technology. We will 
launch a procurement process 
by the end of 2021 and explore 
other opportunities to extend the 

rail toward London.

KRUCHKYWICH: The NDP 
has a comprehensive transporta-
tion strategy. Improving transit 
creates jobs, strengthens com-
munities, and helps fight climate 
change. The NDP will perma-
nently double the Canada Com-
munity-Building Fund and will 
develop a public inter-city bus 
program. Federal transit fund-
ing will focus on scaling up low 
carbon transit projects, like ze-
ro-emissions buses and electric 
trains, and also help municipali-
ties to electrify their transit sys-
tems by 2030.
For provinces and municipali-
ties that would like to move to a 
fare-free transit system the NDP 
will be a partner in helping to 
achieve this goal. The NDP will 
support a high-frequency rail 
corridor from Quebec to Wind-
sor and also expand rail service 
options in other regions. Both 
the inter-city bus system and 
improved rail service will help 
Stratford citizens.

BAKER: Last I checked, our 
roadways are second to none, our 
transportation infrastructure is 
highly capable and robust.  Our 
products both manufactured 
and agricultural can easily and 
predictably get to their respec-
tive markets.  There is a balance 
between investment in infra-
structure and maximum return 
for the money invested.  I really 
think we are reaching that bal-
ance nicely in Perth Wellington.  
Bear in mind also, that most of 
the transportation infrastructure 
(with the exception of rail) is the 
responsibility of municipal and 
provincial levels of government.

4) How would you address the 
growing problem of mental 
health issues in our area?

NATER: The pandemic has re-
vealed mental health as a crisis 
afflicting far too many Canadi-
ans. They need our support. I 
am very pleased that Securing 
Mental Health is among the 
Conservative Party’s highest 
priorities. We will introduce a 
Canada Mental Health Action 
Plan, working with the prov-
inces to provide stable and pre-
dictable funding for mental 
health supports. We will provide 
$150 million over three years in 
grants to non-profits and chari-
ties delivering mental health and 
wellness programming. We will 
create a nationwide three-digit 
suicide prevention hotline. Fi-
nally, I look forward to work-
ing with the Canadian Mental 
Health Association to establish a 
new branch in Perth County.

KNIGHT: We need to ensure 
that mental health care is a full 
and equal part of Canada’s uni-
versal public health care system.  
A re-elected Liberal govern-
ment will establish a new feder-
al transfer to the provinces—the 
Canada Mental Health Trans-
fer.  Building on the principles 
of universality and accessibility 
in the Canada Health Act, this 
transfer will 
help establish 
standards in 
each province, 
so that Cana-
dians receive 
services that 
are timely and 
universal. This 
will help each 
jurisdiction 
focus on and 
solve critical 
backlogs in 
service and 
provide help 
to those who 
need it, ac-

cording to the unique needs in 
each region. We will undertake 
a comprehensive review of ac-
cess to the Disability Tax Credit, 
CPP-Disability and other federal 
benefits and programs to ensure 
they are available to people ex-
periencing mental health chal-
lenges.

KRUCHKYWICH: 
COVID-19 has exacerbated the 
growing problem of access to 
mental health services. More 
people are needing services es-
pecially for anxiety and depres-
sion. In smaller communities 
and larger centres alike, poor 
access and coordination is re-
sulting in people falling through 
the cracks. 
As a first step the NDP would 
bring in mental health coverage 
for those who do not have insur-
ance. No one should forgo seek-
ing treatment because of cost. 
The NDP are also proposing 
a national strategy that would 
take a Housing First approach 
to preventing homelessness. 
This approach would ensure 
that vulnerable people have sup-
ports provided as part of their 
housing plan, ensuring that the 
challenges that they have in re-

taining housing are addressed. 
Stable, safe, appropriate housing 
with supports will help those 
struggling with mental health, 
especially when mental health 
status is made worse by being 
homeless.
The pandemic has also exacer-
bated the isolation that can come 
with being a new parent. The 
NDP would create a national 
perinatal mental health strategy.

BAKER: You are consistently 
asking questions that are mainly 
controlled by provincial primar-
ily and supported by municipal 
governments.  Mental health has 
touched every one of us in one 
way or another during our lives 
(consider yourself very fortunate 
if it hasn’t touched you).  I real-
ly think we need to encourage 
communities to work as commu-
nities whether spiritual, social, 
occupation, or even neighbourly.  
We are social animals, and we 
need to have social interaction.  
We need to stop this foolishness 
our nation has bought into hook 
line and sinker with regards to 
COVID-19, and we need to start 
living our lives as we are meant 
to.  Virus be damned!

Continued from page 2
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Editorial
So much to discover right here

Letters to the Editor: Please email 
to stratfordtimes@gmail.com, or send 
to our physical office at the St. Marys 
Independent, PO Box 2310, 36 Water 
Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.

Looking back on August 2021, it was probably the 
best month of the pandemic so far to get out and take 
a long-awaited vacation. I had a number of friends who 
took some time away camping, or even flew east or west 
to visit different parts of Canada. 

Pre-pandemic, my wife and I did more than our share 
of traveling. As one trip ended, we were already planning 
the next. 

One of the true pleasures of traveling is the “discovery” 
aspect: seeing new sights, trying new food, and taking in 
new experiences. 

We haven’t been on a true vacation since we abruptly 
left Florida in March of 2020, but this past month in par-
ticular has been full of discovery right here in our back-
yard, and it’s been delightful.

The Stratford Perth Museum was one of these amaz-
ing stops. Two weeks ago, I visited the museum at 4275 
Huron Road for the first time and I was blown away by 
how good it was. What had drawn me to visit was the 
Anne Frank House Exhibit, a travelling exhibition that 
will be in Stratford until around January. This was every 
bit as emotional and powerful of an experience that I had 
thought it would be (on a related note, see Paul Knowles’ 
travel column this issue on page 26).

What I wasn’t necessarily expecting was how gripped I 
was able the rest of the museum. I spent a good half-hour 
fascinated by learning about Stratford’s history with the 
railroads. From there I visited a recreation of the Brooks 
Car Factory, saw the new Tom Patterson wing of the 
museum’s Festival exhibit, learned about the Perth Reg-
iment’s heroism overseas, and even took a stroll through 
the popular Justin Bieber area. Seriously, if you haven’t 
been to the Stratford Perth Museum yet... it’s really good.

Something else which is always a favourite vacation 
activity is visiting different restaurants, cafes, and shops. 
Again, although we haven’t travelled anywhere new in 
a really, long time, it has been so nice to discover some 
of what Stratford has to offer. For us, some examples 
have included outdoor dining at Mercer Hall and Revival 
House, coffee at The Livery Yard, grabbing treats at plac-
es like Angela’s Gelato and Lady Glaze Doughnuts, and 
looking through cool retail shops like The Werk Shop, 
Stilettos & Sawdust, and the Wild Hog Country Market.

Another vacation parallel is the people you meet - some-
times when traveling, you get talking to people who share 
a common interest and you become friends. In getting 
out there this past month and being more curious and in-
terested about things in general, I’ve been lucky enough 
to meet some really amazing people that I hope to meet 
again soon.  

Although much of my local discovery has been inspired 
by wanting to get out and do things for this new Stratford 
Times, I can’t help but wonder why it took me so long. My 
advice to readers would be that it is well worth the time to 
go and try something new - right here in Stratford or the 
surrounding area.    

As I mentioned last month’s introduction, we are ob-
viously very early on in this journey, taking our “first 
steps”. Something that I want to regularly do here is to 
keep you posted on how our newspaper continues to 
evolve and improve over time. We still have a long way 
to go!

CIRCULATION – We printed 1,000 copies of our Au-
gust issue, and we are going to triple that for September 
to 3,000 copies. The newspaper will also continue to be 
available online in easy-to-read PDF format at www.
stratfordtimes.com, and we’ve established a sign-up 
module on our webpage so that readers can be automati-
cally sent a link to each new issue we put out.

DISTRIBUTION – We’ve gradually expanded our dis-
tribution this past month and we have highlighted some 
of our newspaper drop-off locations on page 27 of this 
month’s paper. The list is largely comprised of grocery 
stores and variety stores but if you have a suggestion (i.e. 

retail store, retirement home, etc.), please send us a note 
at stratfordtimes@gmail.com or call us at 519-655-2341.

CONTRIBUTORS – I’m happy to have Matt Harris 
join our team of regular contributors this month, and 
I’ve had discussions with other talented journalists about 
writing in future articles. I’d also like to say a special 
thanks to Bill White from the Stratford Tennis Club for 
his outstanding recaps of their club championship events. 
To emphasize again, we’d love to hear from a wide 
cross-section of the Stratford community so please con-
sider reaching out to us at stratfordtimes@gmail.com.

ADVERTISERS – We’ve had a number of businesses 
take us up on our offer of $120 in free advertising, with 
some taking advantage of the discount to invest in larger 
advertisements. Thanks so much to everyone who has 
engaged with us at any level. We truly appreciate these 
new relationships.

To everyone, please look out for our next issue which 
will be available on October 8th (second Friday of each 
month), and if you have any ideas for us, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

Say:
"I Read It In 

The Stratford 
Times!"

Guiding Principles
1. Everyone has a story
2. The news should be free for all to enjoy
3. Good news beats bad news
4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)
5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities
7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Work in Progress at the Stratford Times
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Terry Fox’s Legacy lives on
STEWART GRANT

Publisher

Over 40 years later, the memories of Terry Fox’s run 
through Stratford still remain strong.

“It was quite an event for Stratford,” when Mr. Fox 
came through town, recalled Rena Spevack of July 20, 
1980. Crowds had lined the streets to witness the re-
markable young man who was running a marathon a 
day in his journey across Canada. 

“There was a young man from Mitchell (Brant Con-
ron) who had the same cancer as Terry. He had it in the 
opposite leg as Terry but they were almost the same age. 
He got to run a few steps with Terry and shook his hand. 
We did a 25th anniversary celebration and he (Brant) 
came to that event 25 years on.”

Conron recalled that Terry Fox was pleased to run 
with him that day because it helped demonstrate that 
cancer was a disease that touched so many families. 
“That’s why he wanted me to run with him,” Conron 
was quoted in 1995. “...that this just wasn’t one guy 
running across the country. That there’s people in your 
neighbourhood that have this.”

“I just felt so privileged to have met him. I knew then 
that he was something special, that he was going to be 
a hero,” he added.

 Rena Spevack has organized the Terry Fox Run event 
within Stratford since 1999, and told the Times that the 
Terry Fox Run has run annually in the City since 1986. 
This year’s event, like last year due to COVID restric-
tions, will be completed virtually with the tagline, “One 
Day. Your Way.” 

Since 1986, Spevack said that over $346,000 has cu-
mulatively been raised by the annual Stratford Terry 
Fox Runs. Even more has been raised when account-
ing for all of the separate runs organized by the local 
schools.

This year’s Terry Fox Run will be held on Sunday, 
September 19, 2021 and will take place in communities 
all across the country in honour of Terry’s Marathon 
of Hope and to raise much-needed funds for cancer re-
search.

Those who have participated in the past will likely 
already have been mailed information on how to donate 
or to organize pledges. This information is also avail-
able online at terryfox.org/run.

In Stratford, also be on the lookout for Terry Fox post-
ers with a QR code which links directly to the local 
fundraising effort.

 “Terry had to stop his Marathon of Hope 41 years ago 
when his cancer returned,” says Fred

Fox, Terry’s older brother. “He asked Canadians to 
keep on fundraising for cancer research without him so 
that his dream of finding a cure would one day be real-
ized—and that is exactly what we need to do now.”

To date, The Terry Fox Foundation has raised more 
than $850 million and funded 1,300 innovative cancer 
research projects, bringing hope and health to millions 
of Canadians. Visit terryfox.org for more information 
and to learn how you can help take Terry’s Marathon of 
Hope across the finish line.

#tryliketerry

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
REGISTER AT TERRYFOX.ORG
CBN: 10809 9979 RR0001

TERRY FOX
VIRTUAL RUN
ONE DAY. YOUR WAY.

“anything
is possible
if you try.”

WALK BIKE RUN HIKE SKATE FOR CANCER RESEARCH

Police Briefs
PERTH SOUTH BARN BREAK INS

On Monday, August 30,  the Stratford Police Service 
were contacted regarding a Break and Enter to two differ-
ent barns located on a property in the Municipality of Perth 
South, on Line 20.

The barns, which had been left unlocked, had been en-
tered into sometime during the overnight hours and a num-
ber of tools had been stolen.

At this time there are no suspects in this matter and 
police are asking anyone with information to please con-
tact them at 519-271-4141, or to contact Crime Stoppers at 
1-888-222-TIPS.

The Stratford Police would also like to remind everyone 
of the importance of keeping your vehicles, homes, sheds, 
and barns locked to prevent these types of crimes from oc-
curring and to contact us immediately if you see, or hear, 
any suspicious activity on, or around your property.
GIFT CARD FRAUD NABS ANOTHER VICTIM

On Tuesday, August 31, shortly before 9:00 p.m. the 
Stratford Police Service was contacted by an individual 
who was reporting being scammed out of over $10,000.

The victim reported being contacted by a male who ad-
vised that he worked for RBC and that fraudulent purchas-
es had been made on his bank account. The caller advised 
that gift cards had been purchased with his credit card and 
funds had been sent to a location in California. The victim 
then directed to a number of stores to purchase gift cards 
and to send the information to the location in California, 
which would allow the RCMP to track where those trans-
actions went.

Later in the day the victim contacted RBC to follow up 
on the matter and learned that the phone call had been 
scammed and the victim was out over $10,000 due to the 
gift card purchases that were made.
POLICE PREVENT BIKE THIEF FROM GETTING 
AWAY WITH GOODS

On Wednesday, September 1, shortly after 6:15 p.m. the 
Stratford Police Service were contacted regarding a suspi-
cious person in the St. Patrick St. parking lot, in the City 
of Stratford.

The suspect was observed looking through the windows 
of vehicles and nearby buildings. The suspect then walked 
to the rear of a parked vehicle and began to remove a bicy-
cle that was attached on a bike rack.

Police arrived on scene before the bike was able to be 
removed completely and the individual was placed under 
arrest. The suspect was identified as a 36-year-old male 
resident of Stratford. He was transported to Stratford Po-
lice Headquarters where he was charged with theft under 
$5,000 and Breach of Probation. He was later released from 
custody with a court date of November 8, 2021.
TICKETS ISSUED TO DRIVER AT TRAFFIC STOP

On Thursday, September 2, shortly before 9:00 a.m. an 
officer conducting mobile patrol with the Stratford Police 
Service conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle with an ex-
pired validation sticker from 2018.

The vehicle was occupied by a male driver, who was 
identified as a 36-year-old resident of Barrie, ON. While 
speaking with the driver, the officer observed an open can 
of beer stuck beside his seat. A test for alcohol on a road-
side device resulted in an "Alert", meaning that the driver 
had less than the legal limit of alcohol in his system, but 
more than the thresold permitted under the Highway Traf-
fic Act. A records check on the driver showed that he did 
not have a driver's licence, but was also required to have 
an ignition interlock system equipped in the vehicle, if he 
were to obtain a licence and operate a motor vehicle, due to 
a previous impaired driving charge. A search of the vehicle 
was also conducted resulting in the discovery and seizure, 
of an open case of beer and two packages of cannabis, both 
of which were readily available to the driver.

As a result of this traffic stop the vehicle was impounded 
for 7 days and the drive has been issued with five Provin-
cial Offence Notices for: No Validated Permit, No Licence, 
Not equipped with Ignition Interlock Device, Drive vehicle 
with Cannabis Readily Available and Open Container of 
Liqour. The driver is required to attend court on October 
12, 2021

BACK TO SCHOOL
These youngsters getting 
off the bus at Sprucedale 
Public School in Shake-
speare were among the 
thousands of students 
across Ontario that were 
finally back to in-class 
learning on Tuesday, 
September 7th. It seemed 
to be universally agreed 
between teachers, parents 
and students that it was 
great to have the kids back 
in school!

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Ontario Proof of Vaccination requirements effective Sept. 22
New guidelines announced by the 

Province of Ontario requiring proof of 
vaccination in order to access certain 
non-essential activities will be coming 
into effect on Wednesday, September 22, 
2021. These measures were introduced in 
response to the fourth wave of the pan-
demic which is being driven by the con-
tagious Delta-variant. 

“Requiring proof of vaccination in 
these settings reduces risk and is an im-
portant step to encourage every last el-
igible Ontarian to get their shot, which 
is critical to protecting the province’s 
hospital capacity, while also supporting 
businesses with the tools they need to 
keep customers safe, stay open and min-
imize disruptions,” read a press release 
issued by the Province on September 1.

“As the world continues its fight against 
the Delta variant, our government will 
never waver in our commitment to do 
what’s necessary to keep people safe, 
protect our hospitals and minimize dis-

ruptions to businesses,” said Premier 
Ford. “Based on the latest evidence and 
best advice, COVID-19 vaccine certifi-
cates give us the best chance to slow the 
spread of this virus while helping us to 
avoid further lockdowns. If you haven’t 
received your first or second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, please do so today.”

As of September 22, 2021, Ontarians 
will need to be fully vaccinated (two dos-
es plus 14 days) and provide their proof 
of vaccination along with photo ID to ac-
cess certain public settings and facilities. 
This approach focuses on higher-risk 
indoor public settings where face cover-
ings cannot always be worn and includes:

• Restaurants and bars (excluding out-
door patios, as well as delivery and 
takeout);
• Nightclubs (including outdoor areas 
of the establishment);
• Meeting and event spaces, such as 
banquet halls and conference/conven-
tion centres;

• Facilities used for sports and fitness 
activities and personal fitness train-
ing, such as gyms, fitness and recre-
ational facilities with the exception of 
youth recreational sport;
• Sporting events;
• Casinos, bingo halls and gaming es-
tablishments;
• Concerts, music festivals, theatres 
and cinemas;
• Strip clubs, bathhouses and sex 
clubs;
• Racing venues (e.g., horse racing).

These mandatory requirements would 
not apply to outdoor settings where the 
risk of transmission is lower, including 
patios, with the exception of outdoor 
nightclub spaces given the risk associ-
ated with the setting. In addition, these 
requirements will not apply to settings 
where people receive medical care, food 
from grocery stores, medical supplies 
and the like. Aligned with public health 
measures currently in place, indoor 

masking policies will continue to remain 
in place.

Individuals who cannot receive the 
vaccine due to medical exemptions will 
be permitted entry with a doctor’s note 
until recognized medical exemptions can 
be integrated as part of a digital vaccine 
certificate. Children who are 11 years of 
age and younger and unable to be vacci-
nated will also be exempted from these 
requirements.

Ontarians currently have access to 
a paper or PDF vaccine receipt that in-
cludes all relevant information to prove 
that they are fully vaccinated. As of Sep-
tember 22, Ontarians will be required to 
show their vaccine receipt when entering 
designated settings along with another 
piece of photo identification, such as a 
driver’s licence or health card. 

The Province of Ontario is also work-
ing towards the introduction of an en-
hanced digital vaccine receipt that fea-
tures a QR code.

Social services in Perth, Wellington 
counties to receive $4.5M

The Government of Ontario is 
providing $4,574,600 in funding 
for vulnerable people throughout 
Perth and Wellington counties, 
Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pet-
tapiece announced today. 

“This funding will help those 
most in need in every part of 
Perth-Wellington,” Pettapiece said. 
“It is all the more important now 
that we are recovering from the ef-
fects of COVID-19.”

Wellington County will receive 
$3,242,700 in funding. The City 
of Stratford administers social 
services funding on behalf of the 
County of Perth and will receive 
$1,331,900.

This is part of a larger $307 mil-
lion investment throughout Ontario 

through the Social Services Relief 
Fund (SSRF). It is aimed at helping 
municipalities and Indigenous com-
munity partners deliver critical ser-
vices, create longer-term housing 
solutions, and keep people safe.

This investment comes after 
larger investments of $765 million 
through the SSRF in 2020-2021.

“Large cities are not the only ones 
needing to tackle homelessness and 
poverty,” Pettapiece added. “The 
funding will be important for con-
tinuing critical services in Welling-
ton and Perth counties.”

“Municipalities have been on the 
frontlines of Ontario’s pandemic 
response and vaccine rollout, while 
continuing to protect our most 
vulnerable populations, including 

homeless populations,” said Steve 
Clark, Minister of Municipal Af-
fairs and Housing. 

“Our government is committed 
to ensuring municipalities have 
the resources they need to keep 
their communities safe, and today’s 
funding will help our local partners 
deliver critical services, support 
vulnerable people, and unlock af-
fordable housing in their communi-
ties,” Clark added.

Last year, Pettapiece announced 
$7,577,788 in total local funding 
through the SSRF.

More information:  https://
news.ontario.ca/en/re-
lease/1000737/ontario-provid-
ing-more-support-to-communi-
ties-during-covid-19

Correction
In last month’s Stratford Times, it was incorrectly reported that the Bacon 

& Ale Trail was a seasonal offering. However, the trail can indeed be enjoyed 
throughout the year. Please visit www.visitstratford.ca for the latest information 
on the trails available.

City of Stratford, 
Amalgamated Transit 

Union Reach New 
Collective Agreement

On August 30, 2021, Stratford City Council agreed 
to a four-year collective agreement with the Amal-
gamated Transit Union, representing Stratford Transit 
employees.

The agreement is effective from May 1, 2021 to 
April 30, 2025, and has been ratified by members of 
the Amalgamated Transit Union – Local 741.

“We are very pleased to have reached an agreement 
that is fair both to our valued Transit employees and 
to the community we serve,” said City of Stratford 
Chief Administrative Officer Joan Thomson.
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The 28th Annual Stratford & 
District Chamber of Commerce 
Membership Appreciation BBQ

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)GREAT TURN OUT AT THE APPRECIATION BBQ
The 28th Annual Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce Membership Appreciation BBQ was held on Thursday, August 
19th, hosted by ANAF Unit 261 at 151 Lorne Ave. East. Primary sponsors for the event were Enbridge, Brown Heating & 
Cooling, Junction 56, Black Angus Bakery & Catering, and ANAF Unit 261.

Darryl Arnold, Operations Manager at Enbridge, spoke with those attendance about shifts 
and trends within the energy sector, as Eddie Matthews, General Manager of the Chamber, 
looked on.

Among those attending 
Thursday's Chamber of 
Commerce Membership 
Appreciation BBQ were 
Tong Zhou, Toni McLean 
and Brad Douglas of Home 
& Company.

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!
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Let my experience work for you!

MAKE YOUR 
MOVE TODAY!

If you are considering selling or buying a house and 
would like a realtor who will work hard for you, then let 
my experience work for you. Serving Stratford, Tavistock 

and area since 1994. 
I can be reached 

at either
Bus: 519-273-4400
Res: 519-655-2548
Cell: 519-272-7676 

or by email: 
mseby@rogers.com

WE'RE HIRING!

WE'RE HIRING!

General Labour, Warehouse
& Office Jobs Available!

190 Ontario St. 
Stratford, ON N5A 3H4

CALL (519) 275-2742CALL (519) 275-2742

$100 Referral Bonus
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5) Are you in favor of mask and vac-
cine mandates? If not, what is your 
alternative?

NATER: I am fully vaccinated with 
two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
For anyone hesitant about vaccines, I 
encourage you to speak to your family 
doctor or a healthcare professional. They 
are best able to answer your questions 
and provide you with credible informa-
tion. The Conservative Party’s position 
is clear: vaccines are an important tool 
in the fight against COVID-19 and we 
encourage Canadians to get them. We 
also support Canadians’ rights to de-
termine their own health choices. With 
rights comes responsibility. Addition-
al safety measures such as testing and 
screening for those not vaccinated may 
be reasonable to protect Canadians.

KNIGHT: Yes. I’ve been fully vaxxed 
since June. I’m grateful to the federal 
government for procuring enough vac-
cines for every eligible Canadian and the 
local health units who run efficient and 
welcoming clinics. 
I support mandatory vaccination in fed-
eral jurisdiction (e.g. planes and trains) 
and our plan to help provinces imple-
ment a vaccine certification system. We 
need to understand and address vaccine 
hesitancy and ensure that those with val-
id medical exemptions are accommodat-
ed. To protect our children and get our 
lives back to normal, we need to get vac-
cinated. It is what is needed for schools 
and businesses to safely remain open.

KRUCHKYWICH: I am in favour of 
both mask and vaccine mandates.

BAKER: Absolutely NOT!  If not What 
is my alternative?  1) we need to open 
up actual debate between credentialled 
researchers and professionals who know 
immunology and virology, and the po-
litical powers that are forcing conformi-
ty.  2) We need to identify the sources 
of true misinformation, primarily our 
health authorities, and our media, both 
of which seem to be pushing a very dan-
gerous narrative. 3) If uncertain about 
ones own exposure (past and/or future) 
antibody tests need to be made available 
that will determine if we have been ex-
posed and recovered from COVID-19 or 
not.  Vaccines should only be available 
to individuals at high risk of complica-
tions if they are proven to have not been 
exposed to the virus.  That decision 
with regards to innoculation should be 
between their health care professional 
and themselves only. 4) The negative ef-
fects of exposure to the younger of our 
population is almost negligible, there-
fore, why not allow this segment of our 
population to gain herd immunity, and 
let the virus take its course (Pandora is 
out of the box).  5) Why only one ac-
cepted method of intervention (using 
ventilators) when there are very inex-
pensive proven methods of preventing, 
slowing and minimizing the effects of 
COVID-19. Ivermectin is one of a num-
ber of drugs proven to work.

6) Aside from the issues above, what 
is one local issue you'd like to draw at-

tention to in this campaign?

NATER: Perth-Wellington deserves 
someone who represents our values 
with a proven track record of service, 
hard work, and getting results. Since I 
was first elected in 2015, I have listened 
to all parts of our riding and spoken up 
for them in Ottawa; advocated for our 
fair share of federal government fund-
ing; sponsored Bill C-219 to protect 
young people and those with disabilities 
from exploitation; demanded reliable, 
affordable high-speed internet for rural 
Canadians—to name just a few. My pri-
ority has always been the people I have 
the honour to serve. Going forward, my 
commitment remains clear: I will con-
tinue to work hard for every person, in 
every community, in every corner of 
Perth-Wellington.

KNIGHT: The single greatest long-
term threat we face is climate change. 
Canada’s emissions are projected to be 
36% lower in 2030 compared to 2005 
levels, and I’ll advocate for even more 
ambitious targets. A Liberal government 
will invest in green jobs, protect the en-
vironment, and make our communities 
cleaner by banning single-use plastics. 
To get things done, we need more than 
a representative who consistently votes 
to oppose action on climate change. 
This is a crisis that affects us all, and 
Perth-Wellington deserves an MP who 
will represent the wishes of a majority 

of the people in this riding who are ask-
ing for and expecting bold action. 

KRUCHKYWICH: The increasing im-
pacts of climate change on our communi-
ties is something that cannot be ignored. 
While it is a global issue, the impacts will 
be felt locally and governments will have 
to act to mitigate the effects of severe 
weather events and shifting weather pat-
terns that are driven by climate change.

BAKER: In an ideal world, I would 
love to see our HST exemption for small 
businesses or businesses starting out 
retroactively increase at the actual in-
flation rate since inception.  The exemp-
tion amount has never changed since 
1990, and that seems to me to be grossly 
unfair to our small business community.  
Another more insidious aspect to our tax 
system is the fact that our taxes are not 
taken into account when it comes to cal-
culating our inflation rate.  Paying taxes 
is likely the highest expense the average 
Canadian has in this country and yet, 
that unavoidable expense is not part of 
our cost of living calculation.  We have 
serious mis-management issues on all 
levels of government, our debt is rack-
ing up at the rate of $40,000,000.00 per 
hour at the federal level.  That is money 
that we are borrowing just to meet our 
obligations over and above the taxes we 
already pay.  It is time to reign in and 
start to responsibly manage our resourc-
es.

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1. Stratford was designated a Village in 1854 and 
as a Town in 1859. When did Stratford become a 
City?

2. How many times has Stratford won Ontario 
Junior B hockey’s Sutherland Cup?

3. What is the official birthstone of September?

4. What are Todd Beamer, Tom Burnett, Jeremy 
Glock and Mark Bingham collectively known for?

5. Who holds the record for most home runs in an 
MLB season by a Canadian?

6. What is the capital of Colombia?

7. In what movie did actor Clint Eastwood utter 
the famous line, “Go ahead, make my day.”

8. What are the two moons of Mars called?

9. Canadians Chris Haney and Scott Abbott are 
best known for what invention?

10. What year was Facebook founded?

Return of the Tavistock Fall Fair 

Eighteen long months into the pandemic, it is great 
to see a tradition like the Tavistock Fall Fair return this 
weekend.

This year’s edition of the Fall Fair is dubbed “Farm 
Comes to Town,” and it is a hybrid format with both 
in-person and virtual elements. 

“The Board really wanted to have something at the 
Fair Grounds to continue with the fair tradition,” Ag 
Society President Julie Kimpel told the Times. “We de-
cided at our April meeting that we would go with a Hy-
brid Fair, but we have always been prepared that if we 
had to pivot and go completely virtual, we could, based 
on new rules from the government. We have had a lot 

of support from the OAAS (Ontario Association of Agri-
cultural Societies) - with many webinars on COVID re-
quirements and moving forward. It kept us in touch with 
other fairs to share ideas and see what they were doing.”

The Tavistock Fall Fair events officially get underway 
(albeit virtually) at 5 p.m. Friday with the opening of the 
19th Annual Silent Auction. To get in on the fun, visit 
www.tavistockfallfair.com and click on the link to the 
Auction which is hosted by 32Auctions. 

“Once you are on 32Auctions, you can look at all the 
items, tag your favourites and at 5pm on Friday you can 
start bidding,” said Julie. “You are able to start viewing 
the items now. And it’s not too late to donate. There are 
lots of amazing donations again this year.”

In-person events will begin this Saturday morning 
(September 11) at Queens Park, with highlights includ-

ing the Hunter/Jumper Show (9:30 a.m.), Heavy Horse 
Show (10:00 a.m.), Goat Display (10:00 a.m.), and the 
Cattle Show (noon). 

Sunday, September 12 will feature the Classic Car 
Show at Queens Park, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

For both Saturday and Sunday, entrance to the 
grounds will be restricted to the North Gate only (by 
the Pavilion) and that all COVID safety protocols will 
be in place such as hand sanitizer stations, masks and 
social distancing. With a scaled-back itinerary due to 
COVID, there will be no admission at the gate, however 
cash donations are welcome.

Something else to keep in mind when planning your 
visit is that there will be no food trucks on site for the 
weekend. However, attendees are more than welcome 
to bring your own food as well as lawn chairs to enjoy 
the shows. 

Meet the Perth-Wellington Election candidates
Continued from page 3

Both In-person and virtual events this weekend
STEWART GRANT

Publisher
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With restricted theatre capacity and the 
continued inability to travel for some, it 
was welcome news this month to see that 
productions from the Stratford Festival’s 
2021 had begun streaming to online au-
diences. This began on September 2 with 
a ticketed viewing party of Why We Tell 
the Story: A Celebration of Black Musi-
cal Theatre on Stratfest@Home, the Fes-
tival’s streaming platform.

Tickets for the virtual season are $10 
for Stratfest@Home subscribers and $20 
for non-subscribers. Each ticket allows 
for a 24-hour viewing window. Multiple 
dates are available for each title.

Next on the streaming calendar, with 
its first viewing party and live chat on 
Thursday, September 9, at 7 p.m. ET, is 
selections from You Can’t Stop the Beat: 
The Enduring Power of Musical Theatre. 

Curated and directed by Thom Allison, 
with music director Laura Burton, this 
“high energy, joy-filled journey” (Broad-
wayWorld) celebrates why musicals have 
always been the ultimate tonic for the 
soul in good or troubled times. 

It features Alana Hibbert, Gabrielle 
Jones, Evangelia Kambites and Mark 
Uhre – “magnificently talented singers” 
who “delicately and lovingly weave their 
way around and through [the] classics” 
in “a beautifully crafted and organized 
review of Broadway musicals, hitting on 
all the high points both modern and ma-
jestic” (Times Square Chronicles). This 

“thoughtful and well-executed cabaret” 
(Postmedia) is “exactly what everyone 
needs” (BroadwayWorld).

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream premières with an accompanying 
live chat on Thursday, September 16, at 
7 p.m. ET.

Peter Pasyk’s “bold, sexy production” 
(NOW) of Shakespeare’s great comedy of 
dreaming and desire follows spellbound 
lovers, quarrelling fairies and tradesmen 
with a fervour for amateur theatricals. 
The play famously culminates in a play 
within the play: a hilariously inept per-
formance led by Nick Bottom – played 
by André Sills, who hits “a sweet spot 
of loveable gregariousness throughout” 
(Globe and Mail).

The production also features Eva Foote 
as Hermia, Snug and Peaseblossom; 
Craig Lauzon as Oberon and Theseus; 
Trish Lindström as Puck and Egeus; 
Jonathan Mason as Demetrius, Quince 
and Mustardseed; Amaka Umeh as Hel-
ena, Flute and Moth; Micah Woods as 
Lysander, Snout and Cobweb; Bahareh 
Yaraghi as Titania and Hippolyta. “The 
cast shows off great chemistry, especially 
as they quickly flip between characters” 
(Postmedia).

“Pasyk’s crackingly paced staging de-
livers the whole story plus a fun disco 
bop at the end” to leave you “thorough-
ly energized” (Toronto Star). “It’s sure to 
entertain you and distract you from your 

pandemic worries” (NOW).
Selections from Play On! A Shake-

speare-Inspired Mixtape begins with a 
viewing party and live chat on Thursday, 
September 23, at 7 p.m. ET.

Curated by Robert Markus, and Julia 
Nish-Lapidus and James Wallis, who 
also directed the production, with music 
director Reza Jacobs, Play On! reveals 
Shakespeare lurking in the mainstream, 
as cool and as relevant as ever. 

This “bonafide rock concert with the 
bard” features “four dynamic vocalists” 
(BroadwayWorld): Gabriel Antonacci, 
Jacob MacInnis, Jennifer Rider-Shaw 
and  Kaitlyn Santa Juana. “You must find 
a way to see this show that truly brings 
together all the things that make the Strat-
ford Festival magical” (BroadwayWorld).

Tomson Highway’s The Rez Sisters has 
its first viewing party and live chat on 
Thursday, September 30, at 7 p.m. ET.

Ribald, harrowing and mystical, this 
seminal work of Indigenous drama fol-
lows seven women – each with unique 
dreams and difficulties – and celebrates 
their resilience and powerful beauty and 
they travel on a quest for “the biggest 
bingo in the world.” This Globe and Mail 
“Critic’s Pick” is “a beautiful and relat-
able story about life, grief, trauma, and 
sisterhood, and it is beautifully told by all 
involved” (BroadwayWorld). 

Directed by Jessica Carmichael, this 
“moving, funny production” features 

Jani Lauzon, Brefny Caribou, Lisa 
Cromarty, Christine Frederick, Nicole 
Joy-Fraser, Kathleen MacLean, Tracey 
Nepinak and Zach Running Coyote and 
is “a joyful celebration of sisterhood in all 
its prickliness” (Slotkin Letter). “35 years 
after its debut, Highway’s work has only 
deepened and become more resonant” 
(NOW).

More productions from the 2021 sea-
son will roll out digitally in the coming 
months. The first viewing party for each 
title features a live chat. 

To book your viewing party ticket, 
visit https://www.stratfordfestival.ca/
VirtualSeason or call the box office at 
1.800.567.1600. Subscribe to Stratfest@
Home for just $10 a month to purchase 
these special events at a significantly re-
duced price. 

Support for the filming of productions 
in the 2021 season is generously provid-
ed by Richard & Mona Alonzo, The John 
and Myrna Daniels Charitable Founda-
tion, The Henry White Kinnear Foun-
dation, The McLean Foundation, Martie 
& Bob Sachs, Robert & Jacqueline Spe-
randio, Alice & Tim Thornton and by an 
anonymous donor.

In-person performances at the Strat-
ford Festival continue until October 9. 
Productions still on stage are Edward Al-
bee’s Three Tall Women, R+J, I Am Wil-
liam, Serving Elizabeth, and the cabaret 
Finally There’s Sun. 

Stratford Festival’s 2021 productions to roll out digitally

Festival Review - Three Tall Women
Looking for a play that will leave you 

entertained, emotionally satisfied, and 
content with life?  You won't find it at the 
Studio Theatre's production of Edward 
Albee's Pulitzer Prize-winning Three Tall 
Women. Guaranteed: This play will irri-
tate, provoke, and leave you winded and 
confused, but you won't mind.

One of two plays held over from last 
year's aborted season, both of which res-
onate long after they are over, Three Tall 
Women is decidedly more weathered than 
the raw and moving The Rez Sisters; it 
also has fewer characters. Its focus, A, 
an otherwise unnamed woman of 91 (or 
92?), played with startling theatricality 
by the extraordinary Martha Henry, is 
controlling and autocratic one moment 
and defiantly maudlin and self-pitying the 
next. A's life is coming to an end; the play 
dissects that life and what it is all about. 
Alternately a rage against and a reverie 
about change, loss, and memory, we come 
to know what's on A's mind as an old wom-
an but are invited, as the play progresses, 
to contrast it with what preoccupied her 
earlier in life. 

Due to the logistical consideration 
of presenting a full-length play during 
COVID restrictions, the play is presented 
in two parts, with a three-hour intermis-
sion between them. In the first act, we find 
A interacting with B, her caregiver, played 
with compassionate humour by Lucy Pea-
cock, and C, a young emissary from her 
lawyer's office, who in Mamie Zwettler’s 
hands is much less tolerant of A's apparent 

intolerance. Questions arise about the ve-
racity of what A says; she seems to have 
a mental script she can't venture beyond 
without confusion setting in. 

Questions arise about her for the au-
dience as well. What forces created this 
woman? Her value seems to be inextrica-
bly linked to her married status; she is ob-
sessed with her relationship with her long-
gone husband and the worth he bestowed 
on her and doesn't seem to know what to 
make of it. Other than riding, which he in-
troduced her to, she doesn’t seem to have 
liked him or his influence much but even  
the significance of that activity is ambigu-
ous. In one particularly excruciating scene 

A riffs on the '50s refrain that "diamonds 
are a girl's best friend" with an account of 
just how far she would, or wouldn't, go to 
get a diamond bracelet. Listening to her, 
B and C, are at times appalled and some-
times amused.

After an hour of watching Three Tall 
Women we are let loose to recover for Act 
2. One might feel tempted not to return at 
this point but that would be a big mistake 
because the second act brings a reprieve 
of sorts, with a different perspective. Now 
we have A, playing herself but not afflicted 
by her Act One age-related objectionable 
traits, with B playing her middle-aged self 
and C her at 26; they are all very different 

women. We begin to see how the 26-year-
old who deplores A, and says "I will not 
become you...I deny you," will do just that. 
C says to both her younger and older self 
"I will never become like you, either of 
you," but we know better.

Act Two brings another character to the 
stage, The Boy, representing Albee him-
self, whose conflicted relationship with 
his adoptive mother is mirrored in the 
play. Played by Andrew Iles, The Boy in-
troduces yet another aspect of A's life to 
puzzle and perplex.

A, B, and C discuss important things, 
like when was the happiest time in their 
life? Each feels it is at their present age, 
even A. For her, the reason coincides with 
endings and as a result the play's close 
leaves one with a conflicted view of her, 
the play, and life itself. 

In a play so dependent on words as op-
posed to action anything extraneous could 
interfere with its impact. That being so, 
one marvels at how all the elements of 
the production, its direction (by Diana 
Leblanc), design (created by Francesca 
Callow, the costumes work discreetly to 
personify and differentiate the charac-
ters), lighting (Louise Guinard) and mu-
sic (Keith Thomas) do not call attention 
to themselves. Nothing unnecessary is 
added, everything is necessary, and it all 
contributes to a play that ends as a sort of 
dream inhabited by ghosts, past and pres-
ent, who continue to haunt long after the 
play itself has ended.

At times jarring, sombre, amusing and 
haunting, Three Tall Women will take 
you on a theatrical ride that will leave you 
breathless.

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Contributor

THREE TALL WOMEN
Mamie Zwettler, Martha Henry, Lucy Peacock.

(V. TONY HAUSER PHOTO)
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Distracted?
C u s t o m  U p h o l s t e r y

stratford’s Only 5 star rated upholsterer
on google reviews

Children’s 
Furniture

From 

  Small...
to 

  Medium...
...to 

  Large!
Why wait a year for new furniture when you 

can have your current furniture 
reupholstered in a fraction of the time!

We can pick up your furniture and return the 
same week depending on size of the project.

• RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
• CUSTOM DESIGN
• RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
• RESTAURANTS • B&B’s • HOTELS
• WIDE FABRIC SELECTION
• EUROPEAN TRAINED

• 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• LIFETIME WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE
• SHOPPING IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME
• FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION
• FREE PICKUP AND DELIVERY
  (IN STRATFORD AREA)

Give an old favourite a 
second chance with New 

Fabric and Refinished Wood

No cost, in-home estimate with fabric samples

C A L L  O R  E M A I L  N O W
we can create what you imagine

high quality work affordable prices
226.791.7595 www.distracted.ca
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Knight (Liberal) mentioned a recent 
party announcement was to help the arts 
and culture sector, such as ticket match-
ing, adding that the tourism sector would 
likely be the last to recover. "I think local 
advocacy for the local area is going to be 
crucial in order for our area to thrive post-
COVID."

Kruchkywich (NDP) said as an artist, he 
finds the Liberal program of ticket match-
ing sometimes challenging. "We have a 
very large artistic community in this area 
and they have been struggling. If not for 
the NDP forcing the Liberals to increase 
the benefits to get us all through, they may 
not be in this community."

Nater (Conservative) said the past 18 
months have been "devastating" for many 
small businesses. There is the Job Surge 
plan in the Conservative platform, which 
provides up to 25 to 50% of a new hire sal-
ary, the Main Street Tax Credit to encour-
age investments in the local community.

Matthews said small businesses in this 
area continue to look for support to help 
them through the pandemic. Kruchky-
wich said beyond the small business sup-
port, the larger issue is affordable housing 
to attract workers to the area.

Affordability and availability of housing 
in the area was seen by all as a huge issue 
and much of the early portion of the debate 
was dedicated to this topic. Other topics 
addressed included climate change, stance 
on vaccine passports, how to attract work-
ers to the area, how to protect farmland 
from urban development, lack of broad-
band for rural areas, and more.

After the issue of COVID response was 
brought up a second time with the PPC 
candidate whose stance on the subject 
differed greatly with the other candidates, 
Kruchkywich shared his personal experi-
ence with the virus.

"I contracted it last spring. I was in 
and out of the hospital twice. I developed 
pneumonia. It was probably the worst 
health issue I've ever gone through in my 
life," he said." I do not wish it on anyone. I 
will wear a mask as long as it takes."

Matthews also asked, "What are you 
willing to do to represent residents of this 
riding? Are you willing to vote against 

your own party if the legislation is not 
wanted for your constituents?"

Kruchkywich said that the NDP is a 
grassroots party, and will protect people 
in the constituency. "We're a party that's 
about conversations and partnerships, so 
we are encouraged to represent our con-
stituents in a very real and honest way."

Nater said to take a look at his voting 
record. There was one occasion where he 
voted on an NDP bill, just one of a handful 
of Conservatives who voted in favour of it. 
"There have been times where I've voted 
with the majority of my party, and times 
that I voted against my own party."

Knight said, "I think it's important for 
the elected members to vote for the best 
interest of their community and also to 
put forward private members bills that 
help their community and not for partisan 
reasons."

Baker said that there were specific is-
sues where party members may have to be 
"whipped into place," particularly when it 

comes to budgetary issues. When it comes 
to "more open issues," he would favour is-
sues that affect Perth Wellington.

The two-hour debate concluded with 
closing remarks from each candidate. The 
full video is available on YouTube.

34 Brunswick Street, Stratford, Ontario
(above The Alley restaurant) 519-271-5647

Perth Wellington candidates sound off in all candidates debate

PERTH-WELLINGTON ELECTION CANDIDATES
From left, Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce Chairman Eddie Matthews moderated the All-Candidates Debate at the Arden Park 
Hotel on Tuesday, September 7, with all four Perth-Wellington Candidates participating: John Nater (Conservative Party), Kevin Kruchky-
wich (NDP), Brendan Knight (Liberal), and Wayne Baker (People’s Party of Canada).

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Continued from front

1093 Ontario St. Stratford
Canadian Tire Parking Lot

447 Huron St. Stratford
KW Surplus  Parking Lot

156 Waterloo St. Stratford
Keystone Hospitality Parking Lot

Locations

How Perth-Wellington Voted in 
the 2019 Federal Election

How Perth-Wellington Voted in 
the 2015 Federal Election

John Nater (Conservative) – 25,622 votes (46.3%)
Pirie Mitchell (Liberal) – 15,002 votes (27.1%)
Geoff Krauter (NDP) – 8,094 votes (14.6%)
Collan Simmons (Green) – 4,949 votes (9.0%)

Roger Fuhr (PPC) – 894 votes (1.6%)
Irma DeVries (Christian Heritage) – 733 votes 
(1.3%)

John Nater (Conservative) – 22,255 votes (42.9%)
Stephen McCotter (Liberal) – 19,480 votes (37.6%)
Ethan Rabidoux (NDP) – 7,756 votes (15.0%)
Nicole Ramsdale (Green) – 1,347 votes (2.6%)

Irma DeVries (Christian Heritage) – 794 votes 
(1.5%)
Roger Fuhr (Independent) – 219 votes (0.4%)
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Long before my time a grand old post of-
fice sat in a commanding place at the junc-
tion between Ontario Street, Erie Street, 
and Downie Street. It was demolished in 
1961. The demolition of industrial build-
ings and banks in the name of urban re-
newal continued into the 1980s and beyond. 
City Hall was nearly lost. Last year it was a 
majestic Italianate building, 91 Brunswick 
Street, that faced the rise of the machines, 
its remains carried away in dumpsters. This 
trend of demolition continues up to the 
present with the threat to the Ontario Street 
Heritage Corridor, the latest that stands 
face-to-face with the wrecking ball.

Four buildings in a row along the Ontario 
Street corridor are under threat of demoli-
tion for a 4+ storey condominium develop-
ment of significant scale. This development 
is proposed in a neighbourhood of 1.5 to 
2.5 storey single detached houses. Three 
of these buildings appear to be well-intact. 
Adaptive reuse and integration into the 
condominium plan, which the developer 
has not considered, would be more suitable, 
appropriate, and environmentally friendly 
– and would be a marked distinction from a 
history of demolition in this city.

The developer has stated that the units 
will be sold at market value and that there 
will be no affordable housing options, a dif-
ficult pill to swallow especially for young 
Stratfordites trying to break into an in-

creasingly expensive housing market.
It is imperative that we also consider the 

environmental impact of demolishing her-
itage buildings. Demolition is inherently 
tied to waste – waste that amounts to an av-
erage of 40 tons added to the landfill when a 
home is demolished. Most of it is cherished 
and valuable wood! Is this really what we 
should strive for as the clear and present 
danger of climate change is already affect-
ing every one of us?

As an issue that affects Stratford’s heri-
tage and community, I’d like to shine light 
on the history of three of the four buildings 
that are under threat of demolition. The fo-
cus is on 370, 388, and 390 Ontario Street.
370 Ontario Street

370 Ontario Street was likely built be-
tween 1902 and 1905. It is a solid red brick 
two-and-a-half-storey structure with a 
residential form. This Queen Anne style 
building holds a commanding presence 

on the corner of Ontario Street and Trow 
Avenue with its cross-gabling acting as an 
anchor, opening to this intersection. It has 
several intact features such as stone sills, 
lintels, and voussoirs; a brick chimney; a 
Palladian-window; staggered shingle pat-
terned gables; rich red brick that was likely 
sourced from local brickyards; and a sym-
pathetic bay window on the west façade.

Beginning in 1905 until at least 1930, 370 
Ontario Street housed George Jeffery, a lo-
comotive engineer with the Grand Trunk 
Railway (later Canadian National Railway). 
Jeffery was born on May 17th, 1855, in 
Kent, England and arrived in Perth County 
in 1873. He married his wife, Janet Marion 
Ross, on January 13th, 1886. She was nine 
years younger than him and was born in 
Hamilton to Scottish parents, Donald and 
Elizabeth Ross. George and Janet had two 
daughters, Mary and Donella.

After a long career in Stratford’s railway 
industry, George retired in 1923, spending 
his retirement at 370 Ontario Street along-
side Janet until her passing in 1930. George 
would live for almost two more decades, 
passing away at the age of 93 in 1948, 
not quite witnessing Stratford’s economic 
transition away from the railway industry. 
By this point he was living at 15 Worsley 
Street.
388 & 390 Ontario Street

Both houses were likely constructed by 
businessman and entrepreneur, Arthur H. 
King, in c. 1894. The two houses come as 
a pair and should be regarded as such. 388 
and 390 feature full-width shed roof porch-
es with varying wood detailing. A sidelight 
and a transom light adorn each entry door. 
390 features rounded porch columns while 
the posts on the porch of 388 are squared. 
Both sit atop red brick piers capped in 
stone. Roundel windows are located in the 
peaked gables. Windows are one-over-one. 
Both buildings feature chamfered corners 
that oppose each other, demonstrating the 
mirror pattern of the two.
388 Ontario Street

By 1905, 388 Ontario Street was occupied 
by Arthur H. King. The eldest of three sib-

lings, King was born in Downie Township 
on February 9th, 1856, to English-born par-
ents, Henry and Mary King. Arthur worked 
in a number of industries including employ-
ment with the Canada Express Company; 
as the proprietor of the American House 
Hotel, which was located on Downie Street; 
as the manager of the Stratford Soda Water 
Works Company in 1896; and, at least for a 
time, as a cigar manufacturer in Stratford’s 
once modest and seldom-known cigar mak-
ing industry. The 1924 city directory noted 
that he worked in real estate. These roles, 
as well as investment in local business ven-
tures, suggest that Arthur built these houses 
for speculative purposes as Stratford’s pop-
ulation grew.

On September 24th, 1879, King and 
Anna Della Walker of Belleville got mar-
ried. Walker was born on September 22, 
1860. The two had three children, Henry, 
Beatrice, and Arthur. Young Arthur passed 
away shortly after birth. Arthur Sr. would 
live until 1930, passing away at the age of 
74, while Anna continued to live at 388 On-
tario until her death in 1940.
390 Ontario Street

After a series of short-term occupants, 
390 Ontario was occupied by Alex Gillies 
by 1911. Gillies was born in Glasgow, Scot-
land on January 29, 1877, to parents Gilbert 
and Jane Gillies. By 1913 he worked under 
Norval F. Babb, “a jeweler, optician, and 
issuer of marriage licenses” at 23 Downie 
Street. Eleven years later he was operating 
his own jeweler, watchmaker, and optician 
business, Gillies & Emm, with partner D.B. 
Emm at the same location. Gillies retired 
on December 14th, 1941, after working in 
the watchmaking and jewellery business 
for 38 years – his entire time in Stratford. 
He passed away January 7, 1942.

Gillies married Mabel E. Lawson, who 
was of Irish descent, in Goderich on Octo-
ber 28th, 1908. By 1901 Lawson was work-
ing as a clerk, though it is unclear where. 
In 1956 she granted the property to Otto 
Wessel, a foreman at Fischer Bearings. She 
passed away in December 1961, her eighti-
eth year.
Paradigm Shift

Despite the heritage we’ve maintained, 
Stratford has a long history of demolition. 
There exists an opportunity to break from 
this past and adaptively reuse our heritage 
buildings. Unfortunately, the potential de-
veloper of the block composed of 370, 380, 
388 Ontario Street has not considered this. 
In an era where a lack of affordable housing 
and the growing threat of climate change 
affects all of us, it is time that we realize 
that preserving heritage is as much about 
our lives today – and tomorrow – as it is 
about the stories of yesterday. 

88 Wellington St., Stratford, ON
519-273-2821

Brian: 519-272-3465 
brian@brianwilhelm.com

Kyle: 519-574-7244
kyle@brianwilhelm.com

LOOKING FOR 
LISTINGS!

Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.

“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

Ontario Street Heritage Face-to-Face with the Wrecking Ball
HAYDEN BULBROOK

Contributor

370 Ontario Street (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

388 & 390 Ontario Street (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)
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Numbers can tell us a lot of different 
things. Statistical break-downs can show that 
emissions rates slowed during the early stag-
es of the current global pandemic because 
we simply stopped driving everywhere all 
the time. They can show our consumption 
of consumer goods had a fluctuation in the 
last year and a half: it dropped sharply when 
people were laid off and stores closed, but it 
rose when people adjusted and began shop-
ping more online.

Those same numbers can also hide the 
truth from our eyes just as easily.

An example: of the nearly five million 
students enrolled in public elementary or 
secondary schools in Canada, over two mil-
lion of them called Ontario home (2,056,058 
for 2019-2020, according to the provincial 
government’s data). That same data shows 
126,465 teachers (full time equivalent), near-
ly 8,000 administrators and just over 10,000 
early childhood educators.

What’s the point? Everyone in that equa-
tion had to adjust, with that mostly falling 
on teachers. Concern for student’s well-be-
ing was at the forefront of the conversation, 
but educators still showed up to try and keep 
the field level for everyone.

 “It was a roller coaster,” Kalen Carroll, a 
teacher at Clinton Public School, said about 
her experience teaching last year. “Although 
we had done the majority of our at-school 
work in the fall through Google Classroom 
so we were ready if we had to go online, the 
transition was challenging for a lot of stu-
dents and teachers. The term ‘pivot’ obvi-
ously came from someone pretty far away 
from a classroom because it didn’t really do 
the transition time. Synchronous, engaging 
learning requires deep knowledge of both 
curriculum and technology. I felt really 
burnt out at times, and I consider myself to 
have a fairly strong grasp on both the tech 
and curriculum.”

Carroll admits to feeling sadden by the sit-
uation, as it wasn’t just the classroom learn-
ing she saw kids missing out on.

“Kids belong at school together and teach-
ers belong in classrooms with kids,” she 
said. “As a parent with two young children, I 
saw how online learning negatively impact-
ed both my students and our own children. 
It’s just not the way we learn (or teach) best.”

Jennifer Cronsberry will be back in school 
this year at St. Marys DCVI after teaching 
remotely. The excitement she’s feeling going 
back to campus is high, but she has her eyes 
open and is aware that the learning gap be-
tween students is something all teachers will 
need to be mindful of.

“I look forward to the energy that comes 
from being around students and staff in a 
school, even with the added precautions we 
still need to take,” she said. “I’m anticipating 
that students will return a bit apprehensive 
because it’s been so long since they were in 
‘regular’ classes, but also very excited to be 
amongst their peers and learning in a more 
familiar way. I hope to work on alleviating 
some of their concerns, making them feel 

comfortable back in the classroom, and 
therefore be able to really optimize on the 
excitement of being back. I’m also keeping 
in mind as I plan that there might be learning 
gaps with students, which adds pressure for 
both teachers in determining how to work 
towards closing those gaps, and for students, 
who might not feel completely prepared for 
the next grade.”

Cronsberry said the Board has made it 
a focus going into this year to be aware of 
how students have been affected by being 
away from the classroom.

“We need to be able to support students 
and each other as we deal with the impli-
cations from last year and try to establish 
stability and a positive, caring learning en-
vironment for this year,” she said.

The Board has released a 43-page docu-
ment detailing their COVID-19 Health & 
Safety Protocols for the 2021-2022 school 
year, with some of the following key ar-
eas: face-to-face learning, mental health 
& well-being, safety signage in schools, 
masking requirements and extracurricular 
activities.

Dr. Lisa Walsh, Director of Education 
and Secretary of the Board for AMDSB, 
said the keys to making this return to the 
classroom work has been working with the 
Huron Perth Public Health unit to make 
sure all the guidelines that are in place meet 
or exceed Ontario’s Ministry of Health re-
quirements.

“We want this to be as normal as possible 
but maintain it as safely as possible as well,” 
she said. “We’ve gone above the Ministry’s 
requirements, and we hope that maybe by 
Thanksgiving we’ll be able to ease up on 
some of those. But getting back to the class-
room has been extremely challenging, and 
I’m so proud of our staff.”

Walsh said it’s been challenging as the 
Board tries to identify the best ways to 
maintain students and staff’s well-being, 
keeping the energy level up on both sides 
of that equation.

“This has been like building the plane 
while we’re trying to fly it at the same 
time,” she said in reference to going from 
in-class learning to online and now back to 
being on campus. “Our teachers and staff 
have done well in following the safety mea-
sures that have been laid out. It hasn’t been 
easy, like getting used to teaching in build-
ings where the air conditioning can’t be on 
and we’re all trying to get used to masks. 
We’ve adapted to our new reality.”

A common theme among those inter-
viewed has been the idea of building com-
munity support among teachers and staff. 

Walsh said that while they were able to 
cope with what transpired last year, the new 
measures in place are something she hopes 
will make life easier.

“It was change by rapid fire last year, and 
keeping our culture and community strong 
has been a point of emphasis for us as a 
Board,” she said. “We have weekly chal-
lenges that are great team-building things. 
From sharing family recipes to having 
outdoor activities and even something we 
call Coffee Roulette that gives everyone a 
chance to spend time with other people you 
might not otherwise have the chance to get 
to know. This pandemic has had a lot of sil-
ver linings, and we’ve been able to find cre-
ative and adaptive solutions along the way.”

Perspective is something that comes in 
many forms, sometimes from the same 
viewpoint. Maureen Matchett was a teach-
er with more than 20 years of experience in 
the classroom when she finished last year 
and her final year at the head of a class was 
unlike anything she’d experienced before. 
Having to be ‘on’ all day, every day for 
nearly three months takes a toll, even more 
when you consider the extra time needed to 
be accounted for after classes end for the 
day.

The switch from in-class to online was 
hard, she said, especially when she’d al-
ready gotten to know students in the earlier 
part of the school year – never mind how 
much more taxing it became to get time to 
properly prepare. Spare minutes became 
like gold.

“The transition to online was difficult in 
part because not all lessons and activities 
are meant to be conducted in an on-line en-
vironment,” she said. “Switching online in 
January was a little bit easier than in April. 
In January, I had already worked with the 
students for a few weeks prior to the Christ-
mas break, so we had already developed a 
great relationship. In April, it was signifi-
cantly more difficult. I can honestly say that 
I got to know the students in my last quad-
mester the least out of all of my semesters 
I’ve taught.”

129 Downie Street, Stratford, Ontario129 Downie Street, Stratford, Ontario

519-305-8544519-305-8544

Stratford's Boutique 
Grocery Store and Refillery

MATT HARRIS

Contributor

The Same, But Different
Teachers head back to classrooms this fall better armed to handle educating 

during a pandemic

(MATT HARRIS/THOUSAND WORDS PHOTOG PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 14
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Matchett now serves as president of the 
Secondary Teacher’s Bargaining Unit for 
District 8 (Avon Maitland), but holds the 
same view she did as a teacher at F.E. Ma-
dill Secondary School in Wingham on the 
current situation teachers face – they’re 
cautiously optimistic.

“It goes from those who are extremely 
nervous about what’s going to happen to 
those who are taking the attitude of ‘what 
will be, will be’,” she said. “Teachers and 
staff are not that different from the gener-
al public in that regard. Most of the ones 
I’ve talked to are taking that middle-of-the-
road approach with cautious optimism.”

With modified semesters resulting in 
teaching schedules that see a full five-day 
work week (the all-day, every day shift) fol-
lowed by working half-days the following 
week, Matchett said the schedule is better 
than it was a year ago but it will still remain 
a stressor for a lot of teachers.

“Teachers can’t do all their prep work at 
one time, so you’re seeing lots of them sac-
rificing their lunch breaks and weekends to 
get prep work done now. You have to be 
ready as a teacher because it can be a very 
unforgiving audience.”

If all goes well, there may be pressure for 
teachers to take on more responsibilities 
within the school community like sports, 
clubs and other extracurriculars that went 
away when the pandemic hit. She values 
the importance those things can bring to a 
student’s experience, but everything has to 

be kept in perspective.
“Last year was like a marathon, and some 

teachers were flattened by the end of it – 
they just wanted to sleep for two months,” 
she said. “Depending on a teacher’s family 
circumstances, if they have a young family 
or older parents, of if they’re a single par-
ent themselves, that’s a heavier load to have 
to carry through a marathon. Some of the 
younger teachers don’t have the ‘old tricks’ 
they can break out if they need to, so I can’t 
imagine trying to keep it all together.”

For Jeremy Brock, this fall presents the 
opportunity to really experience his fel-
low educators in a new way. Brock joined 
the staff at Little Falls Public School in St. 
Marys in February, just as the first round 
of online learning was finishing. He said 
he was able to get in a few introductions 
with students and staff back then, and got 
creative in other ways to get some facetime 
at school.

“I was forced to get creative so that I 
could connect with our students and school 
community – I filmed morning announce-
ments that were livestreamed on YouTube, 
something that I continued with as we 
went back into the second round of remote 
learning,” he said. “This way, students felt 
the connection between what was hap-
pening in the building and in their virtual 
classrooms, and I had some fun along the 
way with it all.”

Brock said that teachers know they can 
lean on each other for support, something 
Carroll echoed.

“Just like our students, we all have 
strengths and needs,” she said. “Picking up 
the phone and calling someone to ask for 
or offer help was something I did a num-
ber of times. Also like students, teachers 
are better together. It’s a weird profession. 
We don’t spend enough time working with 
each other in classrooms -- it’s like we’re 
all on our own island with our students. 
Online learning has taken that isolation to 
a whole new level. It’s just really important 
to reach out to support each other.”

Cronsberry credited creative thinking to 
helping get through last year, something 
that students and teachers shared in her 
eyes.

“It’s something we all had to do, think-
ing outside the box and trying new things, 
both professionally/academically and per-
sonally,” she said. “We’ve also definitely 
been encouraged – again both staff and 
students – to be more aware of our per-
sonal well-being and what we need to do 
to maintain that. I know many people who 
have picked up some routines to cope with 
the pandemic that they realize are good 
practices to continue for personal wellbe-
ing even in regular times. For me, that’s 
been taking up yoga, which I never thought 
I’d do. We all appreciate the company of 
others so much more and have a greater 
awareness of looking out for those in our 
communities – whether that be a class-
mate, neighbour, or a small local business. 
I saw such kindness and encouragement 
in my online classes last year amongst the 

students.”
Matchett said it’s a tough job for second-

ary teachers to connect with each other, 
but one of the positives she’s trying to take 
away from this is that not everything needs 
to feel so rushed now that so many of them 
have gotten better at using technology to 
make their lives easier.

“Using Zoom meetings has made life 
easier for teachers, knowing they don’t 
have to rush off to meetings when they’re 
facing a time crunch,” she said. “I think, 
speaking on behalf of educators, that a 
lot of us started to see better what’s more 
important and let go of some of the other 
things. One of the reasons I managed last 
year was that so many of my community 
commitments away from school all fell 
away. I help with local theatre where I 
live, as well as the music festival and Ki-
nettes. It was either the gift of time versus 
the things that you enjoy doing that you 
missed out on.”

Brock also talked about being flexible, 
but just not in the downward facing dog 
kind of way.

“Teaching and learning is never the same 
for more than a day, and online learning 
is not the way anyone should learn, but I 
think we should be proud of how so many 
of our teachers, students and families re-
sponded to the challenges presented,” he 
said. “We survived, but we need to be at 
school, together with our students, and ev-
eryone just needs to do whatever they pos-
sibly can to make that happen.”

The Same, But Different
Continued from page 13
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Pictured are grand and reserve Champion 4-H Jersey calves for sisters Rose and Emily 
Danen who captured champion and reserve champion calf and they were also named 
champion and reserve champion for showmanship.

Perth South East Dairy Club 4-H members lead their calves around the show ring.

Perth County 4-H members waiting to show their calves at the outdoor event last month at 
the Schlotzhauer farm outside of Stratford

Beef and dairy cattle shows at the Schlotzhauer farm

It was certainly a busy week at the 
Trevor and Murray Schlotzhauer farm, 
just outside of Stratford on Line 37 last 
month, as they hosted a Perth County 
4-H beef show August 18, a Stratford and 
area 4-H dairy calf show on Saturday, 
August 21 and a Western Ontario horse 
show on Sunday, August 22. The weather 

man brought ideal summer weather for 
the Stratford and District Agricultural 
Society, when it was decided that if there 
wasn’t going be a fall fair, as usual, be-
cause of COVID,  they shouldn’t keep 
young livestock enthusiasts from still go-
ing ahead showing their cattle and horses. 

Fall fair chairman Martin Ritsma was 
extremely happy with the turnout for the 
outdoor event and felt all who participat-
ed were thrilled to be able to compete 

again. He couldn’t say enough about the 
beautiful facility, not far out of Stratford, 
in an area where cattle and horse farm-
ers are such a mainstay in the robust ag-
ricultural community of Perth County. It 
was decided by the Board of Directors 
of the Agricultural Society that because 
of COVID, and health department regu-
lations still in place, the event could not 
be held as usual inside at the fairgrounds, 
and with cancellation of the fall fair,  they 

felt this was the best way to deal with 
the circumstances to keep the livestock 
shows alive. They certainly were not 
wrong when you could hear all the horse 
competitors say what a great idea it was 
to have them “back in the saddle” again 
competing in a super outdoor facility! 
The young local 4-H members were also 
glad to compete with their beef and dairy 
club projects to enhance their enthusiasm 
for 4-H.

GARY WEST

Reporter

GREAT DAY FOR COMPETING
Pictured on Wednesday are Perth 4-H beef club members competing in the showmanship 
class at this years Agriculture Society’s livestock competition. 

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

Calling Stratford youth! Register 
for the 2021 Youth Leadership Devel-
opment (YLD) program facilitated by 
Leads Employment Services, a lead-
er in diversity hiring.  Whether you 
want to meet new people, complete 
your high school volunteer hours, 
develop leadership, mentorship, and/
or work-related skills, or find fun 
and meaningful ways to get more in-
volved in your community, this pro-
gram is for you. 

Who? Available to youth with and 
without disabilities between the ages 
of 15 and 30 who are living in Strat-
ford Perth County. We are an inclu-
sive program.  

What? YLD is a volunteer based 
program that works independently 
with each participant. Upon registra-
tion you will meet with a Youth Coach 
who will learn about your goals and 
interests to best match you with vol-

unteer positions. You will also be 
given the opportunity to take part in 
training courses such as First Aid/
CPR, Safe Food Handling, and Smart 
Serve.  This past summer, volunteers 
have cared for kittens at the Alley Cat 
Cat Café, planted vegetables in The 
Local’s community garden, and host-
ed a yoga/meditation class for Emily 
Murphy Centre. 

Where? Volunteers have worked 
both in person and virtually. Want to 
volunteer virtually, but do not have 
access to a computer? We will pro-
vide participants with a laptop upon 
completing registration. 

Why? Have fun while giving back 
to your community and build new 
skills and experiences to prepare you 
for a successful future. 

When? Volunteer at your own pace 
with times and opportunities that best 
fit your schedule. Text or call Katelyn 

at 519 703 6017 or by email at katelyn.
braniff@leadsservices.com to begin 
registration or get more information. 
We cannot wait to meet you!

Leads Employment Services: Youth Leadership Development Program

GREEN THUMB
Youth volunteer Josh planting vegeta-
ble seeds in YLD's garden plot at The 
Local's community gardens.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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When brain-storming for story ideas for 
the second issue of the Stratford Times, 
it didn’t take long to decide to pay a visit 
to the Alley Cat Cafe. Since their open-
ing in August 2019, our family members 
have been among the thousands of curious 
admirers who have stopped to peek at the 
felines through the spacious windows at 1 
Market Place.

Recently, my daughter and I had the 
pleasure of taking in the full experience at 
the Cafe as we were hosted by proprietors 
Silke Ware and Carl Gross.

After introductions in the front cafe 
area, we made our way through the double 
set of doors to the “Kitty Lounge”, which 
of course is the area that makes Alley Cat 
Cafe so unique. 

“Silke’s been a cat lover all her life and 
I’ve had cats and dogs throughout my life-
time as well,” said Carl. The couple had 
heard about the concept of a cat cafe and 
after seeing one in person during a trip to 
Quebec City, began giving it some seri-
ous thought as a new business. After do-
ing plenty of research including visiting 
several different cat cafes to find the best 
ideas, their search for the perfect location 
led them to Stratford’s Market Square.

“We looked at a number of small towns 
throughout southern Ontario and we knew 
that we needed a place that was vibrant; 
a place that had a lot of tourists... a lot of 
people, and just a sense of ‘this is where it 
is supposed to be’. When we got into here, 
we just knew that this was the spot.” 

The Market Place location 
had previously served as the 
home of a Pizza Pizza fran-
chise for many years, so the 
transformation into the Al-
ley Cat Cafe required a fair 
amount of imagination. The 
end result though, was purr-
fect for the couple, as well 

as the felines who live on-site. There are 
seven mainstays who live at the cafe full-
time and who help the rotating group of 
foster kittens get acclimatized. All of the 
cats have come to the cat cafe from local 
rescues, such as Kitchener Stray Cat Res-
cue, Animal Love Foundation, Wagtime 
Rescue, and Hearts4Paws.

“We always like to say that with our res-
idents, they teach the young ones how to 
become more socialized and not be afraid 
of noises. It’s a good place; it’s a happy 
place so when they leave our living room 
and go to your living room, they’re ready 
to go,” said Carl.  

During our visit, we were joined by the 
Nafziger family from Kitchener who were 
thrilled to be completing their adoption of 
one of the foster kittens, a 5.5-month-old 
named Alvin.

“We booked a time the other day to 
come visit for her (daughter Brielle’s) 10th 
birthday and we met Alvin and we kind of 
fell in love with him!” mother Kristi said. 
“He just kind of came over and laid down 
in front of us and wanted belly rubs! Then 
they (kids Brielle and Maddux) laid with 

him for about half an hour during the time 
we were here the other day and just loved 
him. They felt like they had a good con-
nection with him in a short time.”

“He’s super playful and cuddly,” Brielle 
responded when asked about what drew 
her to Alvin.

Carl explained that the rescue agencies 
don't require, but prefer that people who 
are adopting the cats come in to visit them 
beforehand to try and ensure that their 
personalities are a good fit for their new 
home and that there will be a good match. 

Although the cats are what makes the 
Alley Cat Cafe such a unique destination, 
the cafe itself is also a delight, with a nice 
variety of freshly-made food such as sand-
wiches, wraps, soups, waffles, gelatos and 
sorbets. Fresh-squeezed lemonades are on 
hand as well as a full range of espresso 
drinks. The interior of the cafe includes 
plenty of fun, cat-themed decor.

The Alley Cat Cafe is currently open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., with shorter hours when the Fes-
tival is not in season. For more informa-
tion or to reserve admission into the Kitty 
Lounge, please visit alleycatcafe.ca. 

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

Inside the Alley Cat Cafe

There were a number of playful kittens at the Alley Cat Café during 
our visit but none liked to pose for the camera as much as this friendly orange cat.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)

Brielle Nafziger, 10, 
pets her new kitten Alvin on his adoption 
day at the Alley Cat Café.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)

KWSP Humane Society holds first 
in-person event since pandemic's start 

The Humane Society of Kitchener 
Waterloo and Stratford Perth (HSK-
WSP) will be hosting its first in-per-
son event since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began.

The Dash and Splash Fundraiser 
will be held at Kiwanis Park in Wa-
terloo on September 12 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

The event is an annual fundraiser 
that includes a walk-a-thon and dog 
park pool party. Funds raised help to 
provide care and life saving medical 
treatments for the animals at the Hu-
mane Society. 

”Although the walkathon com-
ponent of ‘Dash and Splash’ will be 
virtual this year, the main event will 
be held in person, rain or shine.” said 
Nick Burke, Development Director at 
HSKWSP. “We are looking forward 
to seeing pet owners bring their dogs 
to Kiwanis Park to enjoy the pool, 
take part in games & giveaways, and 
get to know other pet owners in their 
community.”

To gain access to the event, individ-
ual participants need to raise at least 
$30, while corporate teams are re-
quired to raise $300 beforehand. Gen-
eral admission will be available at the 
event for those who are not interested 
in fundraising. 

Individual fundraisers will gain ac-
cess to the Kiwanis Park pool, and can 
potentially win a Fitbit Versa Lite, a 
dog gift package, naming rights for 
the Humane Society’s upcoming pup-
py or kitten litter, a playdate and tour 
of the KWHS dog park and centre, 
and a $500 shopping spree at Ren’s 
Pet Depot. 

Perks for corporate team participa-
tion include social media shoutouts, a 
chance to win a tour of the KW cen-
tre, a team volunteer opportunity and 
an exclusive question-and-answer ses-
sion with KW Humane Society staff. 

To learn more or register, visit 
https://kwsphumane.ca/events/dash-
and-splash.

VERONICA REINER

Reporter

48 Wellington St., Stratford, ON N5A 2L2
wecare@forestofflowersstratford.com

519-273-7703

Promotional

Gift Certificate
Save $10 on any floral purchase of 

$20 or more!
Redeemable in store for local orders only.

$10$10

$20 Minimum Purchase. Taxes and Delivery are extra. Not redeemable for cash. Not combinable 
with other promotional offers. Limit one promotional gift certificate per purchase.
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SNOW BIRDS
Stratford got a surprise show from 
the Snow Birds as they practiced 
for their show that happened Au-
gust 28-29 in London.

(CAROL BERNEY PHOTO)

PUBLIC INFORMATION, NOTICES AND MEETING 
SCHEDULES

BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY REMINDER
With students preparing to head back to school in September, vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic will soon be increasing across the City. As the safety of all pedestrians is of 
utmost importance, we ask that everyone please drive carefully and always remem-
ber to:

• Stay alert around school buses and in school safety zones.
• Obey proper rules at crossing guard locations and only proceed when crossing 
guards and pedestrians have completely crossed the road.
• Look for signage and adhere to school zone areas identified as ‘no parking’ 
or ‘no stopping’.

The City’s Parking Enforcement Officers will be working with Stratford Police Ser-
vices again this school year to ensure our school zones remain safe for young people.
To promote safety first, many areas within school zones are designated as No Stop-
ping or No Parking. Always look for the signage and understand the difference be-
tween the two areas:
No Stopping areas mean NO stopping at any time for any length of time.
No Parking zones are for momentary pulling over to let children exit or enter the 
vehicle only. When picking up, children must be waiting at the curbside and ready to 
enter the vehicle. Unattended vehicles will be ticketed.
The City’s crossing guards and parking enforcement officers work every day to up-
hold pedestrian and vehicle safety. Do your part to help make sure everyone stays 
safe.
CROSSING GUARDS NEEDED – APPLY TODAY
The City of Stratford is looking for individuals interested in making a difference in 
their community while earning extra income as a school crossing guard in Stratford. 
Crossing guards play an important role in helping children to safely walk to and from 
school at various locations across the City. As a crossing guard you would be work-
ing about two hours a day during the school year – one hour in the morning and one 
hour in the afternoon. All training and equipment are also provided.
If you are interested in becoming a school crossing guard, or for more information, 
please contact Commissionaires Great Lakes by phone at 519-433-6763 extension 
248 or visit https://www.commissionaires-cgl.ca/careers/.
FLUSHING OF FIRE HYDRANTS
Beginning September 13, 2021, and continuing for approximately six weeks, preven-
tative maintenance flushing of fire hydrants will take place within the City of Strat-
ford. Customers may temporarily experience discoloured water. Water quality is not 
affected by this colouration, and the water is safe to use and consume. Discoloured 
water will clear, but before doing laundry, please check to see that water has cleared. 
If you have any questions, please call the City Water Division at 519-271-0250, ex-
tension 5222 during business hours.
GOOD GOVERNANCE PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021
In an effort to provide citizens with a better understanding of how the City of Strat-
ford operates, including the role of Council and administration, we are planning a 
series of interactive public information sessions in September and October.
The first session will be held on Wednesday, September 15, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., via 
Zoom. Details on how to participate will be posted on the City of Stratford’s website 
at www.stratford.ca/governance
MEETING SCHEDULE
Sept 13 Committee of the Whole In-camera 1:00pm Electronic Participation
Sept 13 Regular Council and Standing Committees 3:00pm Electronic Participation
Sept 14 Social Services Sub-committee 3:30pm Electronic Participation
Sept 16 Community Services Sub-committee 3:30pm Electronic Participation

Given the COVID-19 Pandemic and the declared emergency, the City will be posting 
a video of the meeting to our website once available. Agendas and a link to watch the 
meeting while in progress can be accessed from the City’s website. 

Telephone: 519-271-0250  www.stratford.ca

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO STAY UPDATED

Facebook.com/StratfordTimesNewspaper

Twitter.com/Stratford_Times

Instagram.com/Stratford_Times

JOHN NATER
Perth–Wellington

Authorized by the Official Agent for John Nater

www.nater.ca
johnnater@nater.ca
519-508-2019

John is known for:
• Listening to all parts of our riding and speaking up for them  

in Ottawa

• Advocating for Perth-Wellington’s fair share of federal  
government funding

•  Sponsoring Bill C-219 to protect young people and those  
with disabilities from exploitation

•  Demanding reliable, affordable high-speed internet for  
rural Canadians

•  Supporting farmers, farm families, and the agriculture and  
agri-food industry

With your support, I will continue to work hard  
for every person, in every community, in every 

corner of Perth—Wellington.
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519-305-7433  | 472 Erie St., Stratford

SLOW DOWN! SLOW DOWN! 
MOVE OVER! IT’S THE LAW!MOVE OVER! IT’S THE LAW!

Stratford Sabrecats shine at recent Provincial championships

ST. CATHARINES - Stratford Sa-
brecats Track and Field Club had an 
amazing U16 Provincial Championship 
on the Aug. 20-22 weekend here at the 
Niagara Olympic Centre. 

Ten Sabrecat athletes ran, jumped and 
threw their way to provincial medals 
against the best in Ontario. Five of these 
athletes were multiple medal winners.

“Despite the heat, many athletes had 
personal best results,” reported Na-
than Good, sprints/hurdles coach with 
the Sabrecats. Ian Morton is the team’s 
head coach.

On the Friday, Sabrecats kicked off 
the weekend with a gold-medal per-
formance by Nola Ma in the girls U14 
Tetrathlon (80-metre hurdles, high 
jump, shot put, 200-metre dash). Ma 
collected a whopping 1,857 points -- 
over 100 more than the second-place 
finisher from Woodstock.

Cats’ teammate Alexis Lealess was 
fourth overall. She picked up 1,155 
points.

On the boys side, Myles Clinton won 
the silver medal in the U14 Tetrathlon. 
Clinton earned a total of 1,460 points in 
the four events.

On the Saturday, Charlotte Clin-
ton won the silver medal in the girls 
1,500-metre Steeplechase. Her time 
was 5:56.09 -- less than one second be-
hind the race winner.

In the boys 1,200-metre race, Luke 
Feltham (3:30.33) was fifth and team-
mate Daniel Ogilvie (3:31.44) was sixth.

In girls discus, Rebecca Stevens 
placed seventh overall. Her best toss 
was 20.70 metres.

More good results followed on the 
Sunday for the Sabrecats.

In the boys 2,000-metre race, Feltham 
won the silver medal (6:09.79) and Ogil-
vie the bronze (6:11.36). There were 17 
runners in the field.

Anna Ropp claimed bronze in the 
girls 200-metre hurdles with a time of 
31:03 seconds, while Nola Ma was sev-
enth in 33:98.

On the boys side, Myles Clinton also 
won gold in the 200-metre hurdles. His 
time was 33.03 seconds.

In the girls hammer throw, Rebecca 

Stevens placed sixth. Her best toss was 
25.33 metres.

Jonah Lariviere finished seventh in 
the boys 800-metre race with a time of 
2:13.12, while Nola Ma was seventh in 
the girls triple jump with a leap of 8.87 
metres.

Anna Ropp also competed in the girls 
300-metre dash. There were a total of 
five heats, and Ropp finished third in 
heat 4. Ropp’s time was 44.42 seconds 
-- giving her the 11th fastest time out of 
38 competitors.

In the boys 4X400 metre relay, the Sa-
brecats’ entry of Jonah Lariviere, Ka-
leb Dingman, Luke Feltham and Dan-
iel Ogilvie 
won the sil-
ver medals. 
Their com-
bined time 
was 4:15.92.

In the 
girls 4X400 
metre re-
lay, the 
Sabrecats’ 
foursome 
of Charlotte 
Clinton, 
Chloe Mc-
Cabe, Pop-
py Chal-
lenger and 
Anna Ropp 
picked up 
the bronze 
medals. 
They com-
bined for 
a time of 
4:38.26.

PAT PAYTON

Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)U16 MEDALLISTS
These members of the Stratford Sabrecats all brought home medals from the Athletics 
Ontario U16 Provincial Track and Field Championships and U16/U14 Combined Events 
Championship on the Aug. 20-22 weekend in St. Catharines. From left, front row: Jonah 
Lariviere, Nola Ma, Anna Ropp and Charlotte Clinton. Back row: Myles Clinton, Kaleb Ding-
man, Daniel Ogilvie, Luke Feltham, Chloe McCabe and Poppy Challenger.  

Sabrecats track and field history, club 
was formed in 2018

PAT PAYTON

Reporter

Stratford Sabrecats have a total of 71 athletes, many 
of whom are recreational. They also have a couple of 
Masters athletes.

Ian Morton is the team’s head coach. The club was 
formed by Morton in 2018, with help from Nathan Good 
and a few others. It started with just three throws ath-
letes that year (coached by Morton, who 
is the throws coach).

In 2019, the Sabrecats grew to 30 ath-
letes and practiced indoors during the 
winter months at St. Marys DCVI and 
Northwestern, and outdoors in the spring/
summer at DCVI and SERC.

“Last summer, we were able to work 
with the pandemic restrictions to offer 
some outdoor programming,” explained 
Good, the Sabrecats’ sprints/hurdles 
coach.

“We had a total of 60 athletes participate 
in sprints, hurdles, distance, throws and 
jumps. While there were no competitive 
track and field meets for us, some of our 
distance athletes were able to compete in cross-country 
races when restrictions eased in the fall.”  

Program for younger athletes
Last year, the Sabrecats offered a program for younger 

athletes. Their "development group" for athletes, aged 
six to nine, gives youngsters a chance to try a variety of 
track and field events in a fun environment.

“Again this year, we did not have an indoor season, but 
were able to practice outdoors when restrictions eased 
in early June,” Good noted. “We grew to 71 athletes, 

including 30 competitive. Our competitive athletes par-
ticipated in meets in Hamilton and at York University.

“In a first for our club, we hosted two successful 
meets at Medway in Arva to provide competitive oppor-
tunities to athletes in southwestern Ontario, something 
that was sorely needed as most meets are in the Toronto/
Golden Horseshoe areas.”

With several new coaches this year, Sabrecats also had 
the opportunity to expand what they can offer athletes.

“We had three athletes participate 
in combined events (for U14 this was a 
tetrathlon -- 80-metre hurdles, shot put, 
high jump and 200-metre dash), coached 
by Bruce Pepper, with support from Trac-
ey James-Britton (HJ), Ian (SP) and my-
self (80mH, 200m),” Good said. “With 
Damian Warner's Olympic success, we 
expect this to be a popular event over the 
next several years.

“We're very proud of the success and 
growth we've had. There are larger clubs 
with much better facilities in London and 
Kitchener, but families are very pleased 
to have a local club with many dedicated 
coaches. As we grow, our long-term goal 

is to build a proper track and field facility in Stratford or 
area,” he added.

More information about the Sabrecats track and field 
club, including a full list of coaches, can be found at 
their website (www.sabrecats.ca).

Note: Ian Morton, throws coach for the Sabrecats, 
won a throwing event at the recent OMA (Provincial 
Masters) championships Aug. 14 at York University in 
Toronto. He won the men’s hammer throw for 45-49 
year olds, with a toss of 24.88 metres.

IAN MORTON
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The Stratford Tennis Club completed 
its Club Championship schedule with the 
crowning of junior champions in 5 differ-
ent age categories. The last two COVID 
affected seasons has diminished the num-
ber of entries in the junior events, but not 
the calibre of play. The top juniors made 
their mark in Open events against adults, 
and provided some high-quality play in 
their age group events. 

The Under 18 event saw a familiar final 
in the Girls Singles draw. Once again Ava 
McMillan took on Meg Feore for the title. 
McMillan and Feore had won the Ladies 
'A' Doubles title in the Open category, 
but now faced each other on the singles 
court. McMillan has added power to her 
strokes this season and it showed in the 
final. McMillan scored a 6-0 , 6-2 victo-
ry to secure her third straight Girls Under 
18 Singles crown. The Girls Doubles final 
saw Ava add a second title, teaming with 
sister Sarah to edge Feore and Felicity Si-
bold 2-6, 6-3, 6-3 in a great match for the 
championship. 

The Under 18 Boys Singles final saw 
two up and coming players battle for the 
crown. Matt Furlong, who advanced to 
the Men's 'A' Singles quarterfinal in the 
Open event, took on Ronan McCarroll, 
who had captured the Men's 'B' Singles 
title. Furlong used his impressive serve 
to gain control of the rallies early and put 
the pressure on McCarroll immediately. 
Furlong won the title with a 6-2, 6-3 win. 
This adds to Furlong's list of junior sin-
gles titles. He won the Under 16 crown in 
2020, and the Under 14 title in 2018. The 
Boys Doubles saw Furlong and Declan 
Feore win the championship with a 6-1, 
6-2 victory over Aidan and Liam Benton. 

The Under 18 Mixed Doubles final had 
Meg Feore and Matt Furlong face Sarah 
McMillan and Declan Feore. Feore and 
Furlong won the well-played final 6-4, 6-2 
to take the title. Furlong completed the 
Under 18 triple crown to cap a very im-
pressive summer for the star of the future.

The Under 16 Girls Singles saw anoth-
er final between two top female players, 
regardless of age. Meg Feore and Felicity 

Sibold put on a display of smart, strategic 
tennis. Feore took the title, scoring a 6-3, 
6-3 victory. This is Feore's third straight 
Girls Under 16 Singles championship. 

The Boys Under 16 Singles title match 
was another battle between long time ju-
nior rivals. Liam Benton and Ryan Cas-
sone have faced off in multiple finals 
in multiple age groups over the last few 
seasons. In this one, Benton was able to 
prevail with a 6-1, 7-6 (11 points to 9 in 
the tie breaker) win. This is Benton's first 
Under 16 title, which he adds to his three 
Under 14 Singles titles and three Under 12 
Singles championships. The Boys Under 
16 Doubles final was a battle of brothers. 
The Benton brothers, Liam and Aidan, 
took on the Cassone brothers, Ryan and 
Tyson. In one of the most exciting match-
es of the championships, the Benton 
brothers prevailed by a 7-6 (7 points to 4 
in the tie breaker), 7-6 (8 points to 6 in the 
tie breaker) score.

The Girls Under 14 Singles champion 
is Madinell McIntosh. McIntosh edged 
Sophie Keene 6-3, 6-4 to take the crown. 
This is the first Under 14 Singles title for 
McIntosh, who won the Under 12 Singles 
title in 2019. 

The Boys Under 14 Singles final was 
a great battle between Liam Benton and 
Harrison Robinet. Benton prevailed 6-4, 
7-5 to secure his third straight Under 14 
Singles title. The Boys Under 14 Doubles 
final was one of the most dramatic finals 
of the junior events. Benton and partner 
Owen Blain scored a comeback 4-6, 6-3, 
6-4 victory over Josh and Will Heaton to 
take the crown.

Will Heaton won his first Club Cham-
pionship singles title, taking the Boys 
Under 12 event with a 1-6, 6-4, 6-1 win 
over Noah Marano. The Boys Under 12 
Doubles final saw Luke Hishon and Ry-
der Duchesne score an impressive 4-6, 
6-1, 6-2 victory over Heaton and Ewen 
Stephens to claim the crown.

The Under 10 category saw Will Hea-
ton win his second singles title. Heaton 
downed Landon Weaver 8-0 to take the 
Boys Under 10 Singles crown. Heaton 

teamed with Emerson Skotniczny to win 
the Boys Double title, with an 8-3 victory 
over Landon and Everett Weaver.

In other Club Championship news, the 
delayed Ladies 'B' Singles final has been 
completed. The battle between Moni-
ca Eickmeyer and Sarah McMillan saw 
Eickmeyer once again show off her smart, 
steady play. Eickmeyer made few errors 

and handled McMillan's power shots with 
ease. Eickmeyer scored a dominant 6-0, 
6-1 win to take her third straight Ladies 
'B' Singles crown. Eickmeyer has now 
won 5 Ladies 'B' Singles titles (2011, 2016, 
2019, 2020, 2021) , 2 Ladies 'B' Doubles 
title with Sandie Ennett (2012, 2018), 
and a Ladies 'A' Doubles title with Maria 
Donkers (2019).    

The Stratford Warriors have had no 
problem scoring goals as they opened 
their pre-season schedule with two wins 
over the Komoka Kings.

In the first two exhibition contests 
against Komoka, Stratford scored 14 
goals including nine in the first game. 
The pre-season started for Stratford on 
August 27th when the Warriors hosted 
the visiting Kings and very quickly, Strat-
ford took firm control of the game. Luke 
Fritz opened the scoring for the Warriors 
just over four minutes into the game, and 
Nicolas Thibodeau and Ethan Martin 
both added to the lead within a span of 
two minutes and 43 seconds. Jackson Mc-
Llwain got the Kings on the scoresheet 
but less than a minute later, Stratford’s 
Nash Glover restored the home team’s 
three-goal lead.

The Warriors scored one more time in 
the second period and added four goals in 
the third en route to a 9-2 win over Komo-
ka. Marcus Vandenberg started in goal 
and played the first half of the game be-
fore Tyler Bouck replaced him for the sec-
ond half. Both allowed just one goal, with 
Vandenberg stopping 12 of 13 shots while 
Bouck made eight saves on nine shots.

A week-and-a-half later, Stratford con-
cluded their two-game exhibition series 
against the Kings and once again got off 
to a good start. Hunter Nagge opened the 
scoring for the visiting Warriors less than 
two minutes into the first. Carter McLl-
wain tied the game at 1-1 before Matthew 
Jenken retook the lead going into the first 
intermission. 

Komoka scored twice in the second, in-
cluding a highlight-reel goal by London 
Knights draft pick Kaeden Johnston. Izac 
Blum had the lone Stratford goal in the 
second, tying the game at three going into 

the third. In the final frame, Bouck and 
the Warriors held off the Kings while get-
ting goals from Glover and Fritz, leading 
to a 5-3 road win for Stratford.

The Warriors have four more games on 
their exhibition schedule. They begin a 
two-game series with the St. Thomas Stars 
on September 10th at the William Allman 
Arena. They will then visit the Stars on 
September 12th. Stratford concludes its 
pre-season with two games against the St. 
Marys Lincolns, firstly with a home game 
on September 17th before an away game 
on September 19th. 

The regular season gets underway on 
September 24th with a rematch of the 
2020 Playoffs as the Warriors host the Li-
stowel Cyclones. Stratford then hosts the 
Brantford Bandits on September 26th be-
fore a home-and-home series against the 
Caledon Bombers on September 30th and 
October 1st. The Warriors visit the Elmira 
Sugar Kings on October 3rd followed by 

another home-and-home series, this time 
with Brantford on October 8th and 9th.

The Warriors also congratulated eight 
players as well as one of their front of-
fice members who participated in OHL 
training camps recently. These include 
Vandenberg, Bouck, Fritz, Martin, Wyatt 
Adkins, Ty Higgins, Cole Jenken, and Jo-
nas Schmidt, as well as Assistant General 
Manager Mark Nelson who also is the Di-
rector of Evaluation and an Alliance scout 
for the Erie Otters. 

Earlier this month, the City of Stratford 
finished the ice installation at the Wil-
liam Allman Arena and the ice displayed 
a tribute to former Warriors’ forward 
Carter Schoonderwoerd, who passed 
away earlier this year. The ice features 
Schoonderwoerd’s initials and his jersey 
number. Schoonderwoerd’s former team, 
the Lincolns, also have an on-ice tribute, 
with his jersey number in St. Marys fea-
tured on the ice.

Warriors open exhibition schedule with two wins 
SPENCER SEYMOUR

Reporter

Stratford Tennis Club Junior championships
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Stories from behind home plate
Vic Mansfield was a local ball umpire for over 40 years

When Vic Mansfield is in the 
room, you can’t help but know it.

He’s a fun-loving, wise-crack-
ing kind of guy, who loves to 
have a laugh, tell a joke, and 
share a funny story or two. What 
some people may not know is that 
he was a ball umpire for over 40 
years . . . 42 to be exact.

Vic calls himself the ‘last of the 
originals.’

By that, Mansfield means he is 
the last of the umpires who offi-
ciated in the old East End Indus-
trial Fastball League in Stratford, 
where he was born and raised. 
The other umps are all dead now. 
Just some of those men from the 
1960s who belonged to the Strat-
ford Umpires Association includ-
ed: Tommy Nigro, Angie Nigro, 
Joe Mergl, Gary Lesouder, Leo 
Uniac, Vic Shillolo, Ron Boyd, 
Doug Smith, ‘Smilin’ Joe Nelson 
and Jim ‘Woody’ Robertson.

“When I first started umpiring, 
there were about 10 of us and 
they’re all gone now,” Mansfield, 
73, said in a recent interview with 
the Stratford Times.

“When I first umpired, it was 
with Jim Robertson. We were 
both 17 and he did the plate and 
got paid $5 and I did the bases 
and got paid $3. And they were 
nine-inning games in those days.”

Around ball parks, Mansfield 
was often called ‘Mouse.’ It was 
a nickname he picked up when 
he was a 10-year-old “playing 
marbles” while attending public 
school.

Altogether, Mansfield was a 
ball umpire for 42 years, includ-
ing 34 of them with the late Leo 
Uniac. They worked games in 
the South Perth Men’s Fastball 
League for many, many years. 
Mansfield also remembers doing 
games in the now-defunct Strat-
ford City Fastball League.

Mansfield said he and Uniac 
were a good tandem. “Leo and I 
were partners for 34 years in fast-
ball,” Mansfield recalled. “I was 
everywhere in the South Perth 

League. When it was just Leo and 
I, he always did the plate. Leo and 
I had a good system. If Leo had 
a close play down at third base, 
I would run home from first or 
second (base) and cover for him.”

Back in the heyday of men’s 
fastball in this area, Mansfield 
recalled umpiring Tuesdays 
(Stratford), Wednesdays (Shake-
speare), Thursdays (Brodhagen) 
and Sunday nights (St. Marys) in 
the South Perth League. He also 
remembers doing games in Kirk-
ton, Fullarton and Tavistock.

“We umpired almost every 
night, except Saturdays,” he said. 
“The only time we umped on 
a Saturday was if we were do-
ing a tournament like Brussels, 
Brodhagen or St. Marys.”

Going back to the late 1960s 
and early ‘70s, Mansfield said 
he admired players such as Ross 
Hislop and Glen Shackleton. 
They were the pitcher-catcher 
tandem with the Conroy Memo-
rials and later with the Stratford 
Memorials.

Met his wife on the ball dia-
mond

Mansfield has been married to 
his wife Jean for 30 years this 
month. “I met Jeanie on the ball 
diamond,” he said. “I called her 
out, and she said she wasn’t out. 
She said, ‘you owe me a beer and 
that was it.’

“I don’t know what would have 
happened if I had called her safe. 
She’s the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me,” he added.

Mansfield was employed for the 
last 24 years of his working life 
at Veterinary Purchasing in St. 
Marys. He’s been retired for eight 
years. Mansfield also retired as a 
full-time umpire when he was 60. 

What makes a good umpire, the 
jovial Mansfield was asked. “Be 
honest and don’t hold a grudge,” 
he quickly replied. “Do your 
best because you aren’t going to 
be perfect. And don’t ever, ever 
make up for a call you missed. 
I believe you have to get along 
with players. When I umped, I 
got along with everybody.”

How did he deal with abuse 

from coaches, players or fans 
when he umpired, Mansfield was 
asked. “First of all, you have to be 
honest. When I knew I blew a call 
and teams said something to me, 
I was honest and told them that 
I missed it. When a batter ques-
tioned a call on a pitch, I would 
say, ‘maybe I missed it, but I 
don’t ask you why you swung at 
a pitch that was outside or inside.’ 

Tossed out great player
Mansfield recalled a story from 

a fastball game in Sebringville. 
He ejected one of the best fastball 
players in Canada at the time. His 
name was Ab Henshaw, from the 
Guelph-Kitchener area.

“He was a great player and 
ended up going pro down in the 
States,” Mansfield remembers. 
“This night, he was playing with 
the Burlington team. He knew he 
was good and he was hot-dogging 
it.

“I was behind the plate, and 
he said something about the 
base umpire. He asked me if I 
was afraid to throw him out of 
the game, and I said, ‘absolutely 
not’ and tossed him. Their coach 

came right up to me and shook 
my hand.

“He says, ‘you’re the only per-
son I’ve ever seen throw that man 
out, the way he talks to umpires.’ 
Henshaw was still mouthing me 
so I stopped the game for five 
minutes and made sure he went 
right out of the ball park in Se-
bringville.

“Everybody cheered me, even 
his own teammates. They didn’t 
even like him . . . and he was get-
ting paid big bucks.”

A night he will always re-
member

Mansfield had one other story 
to tell the newspaper, “one that 
will stick in my mind forever,” 
he said with a laugh. He and the 
late Jim ‘Woody’ Robertson were 
working a local tournament about 
25 years ago. At the completion 
of a late Saturday night game, he 
and Robertson were invited to a 
fish fry near the ball park.

“We went to the backyard of 
this guy’s house, and he also 
owned the funeral home in town,” 
Mansfield said. “It was dark, and 
we asked to use the washroom. 

The man’s wife told us to go over 
to that light by the door and the 
washroom was on the right-hand 
side.

“We were both holding a beer, 
and Woody put his beer down 
before he used the washroom. 
When he came out, we started 
looking for his beer. I found the 
light switch, and flicked it on, and 
we found ourselves in the room 
where all the bodies were.

“We looked, and Woody’s beer 
was sitting right between this 
guy’s hands in the casket. Some-
how in the dark, he had placed it 
right between the guy’s hands. I 
can still see that. You never saw 
two guys high-tail it out of there 
faster. I’ll never, ever forget that. 
We went in the wrong door and 
ended up in the morgue. Woody 
said, ‘at least my beer stayed 
cold.’”

Visitation for this particular 
gentleman was apparently the 
next day.

Canadian championship 
game a highlight

Mansfield said that one of his 
career highlights was officiating 
a Canadian men’s fastball cham-
pionship game--between Burl-
ington and a Toronto team--about 
30 years ago in Sebringville. The 
Stratford Umpires Association 
was asked to ump the game, and 
they sent Mansfield, Uniac and 
Gary Lesouder.

Notes:
--After a 12-year hiatus, Man-

sfield recently came out of retire-
ment. He is umpiring the younger 
girls fastball games at Teddy’s 
Field in St. Marys, and also teach-
ing young umpires the tricks of 
the trade. “I’m going to help them 
out,” he said. “Young kids need 
to learn positioning when they 
start umpiring. You have to know 
where you need to stand on the 
diamond. And umpires have to 
work together out there.”

--Mansfield still has his orig-
inal counter, ball bag and brush 
that he used when he first started 
umpiring. He noted that one item 
he never wore was a chest protec-
tor.

PLAY BALL!
Vic Mansfield, of St. Marys, was an umpire for 42 consecutive years. 
Thirty-four of those summers were spent officiating men's fastball in 
this area. The Stratford native recently came out of retirement to ump 
girls softball games at Teddy's Field and also teach proper techniques 
to the young umpires. 

(PAT PAYTON PHOTO)

PAT PAYTON

Reporter

Vaccination policies announced by GOJHL, WOSHL
SPENCEFR SEYMOUR

Reporter

As the Western Ontario Su-
per Hockey League (WOSHL) 
gets ready for its inaugural sea-
son, the league announced its 
COVID-19 vaccination policy.

The league announced on Sep-
tember 3rd that all its members 
must be double-vaccinated prior 

to the beginning of the 2021-22 
season, which gets underway 
October 2nd. This policy applies 
to “players, coaches, trainers, 
team and league officials, vol-
unteers, and anyone attending a 
WOSHL sanctioned event.”

The Stratford Fighting Irish 
will play their first game at home 
when they take on the Tillson-
burg Thunder. The final game 

of the season will be a road 
game for the Fighting Irish on 
February 11th when they face 
the Alvinston Killer Bees. The 
WOSHL also announced recent-
ly that the Langdon Royals will 
be unable to compete in the inau-
gural season due to COVID-19 
restrictions at facilities in Nor-
folk County. The league says the 
Royals are expected to hit the ice 

next season. 
The Greater Ontario Junior 

Hockey League (GOJHL) also 
recently unveiled their vaccina-
tion policy. On August 31st, the 
GOJHL stated that all “player 
access personnel” will be sub-
ject to a mandatory vaccination 
policy. This includes players, 
coaches, trainers, team and 
league staff, officials, volunteers 

and eligible billet family mem-
bers. Members of billet families 
who are too young to receive the 
vaccine based on public health 
guidelines are exempt. The GO-
JHL also notes that those with 
a substantiated medical reason 
and/or “grounds protected un-
der the Ontario Human Rights 
Code” will also be eligible from 
exclusion to the policy.
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18U Nationals win Tier 1 championship
The 18U Nationals achieved 

a great accomplishment last 
month in beating “the big 
cities” to win an ICBA tier 1 
Championship. Coach Dave 
Graff told the Times, “If it's 
ever been done by a Stratford 
18U team, it has been several 
years, at least back to the early 
90's!!” The Nationals racked 
up five playoff wins, includ-
ing three over Hamilton and 
Guelph in the semi-final and 
one game Championship.

The pitching of Ethan 
Boersma (game 1 win over 
Hamilton and championship 
win over Guelph), the defense 
of Spencer Eidt, and the con-
sistent hitting of David Hynd 
throughout the playoffs was 

very key, Graff described. 
Nathan Graff returned from 
a broken finger for the Ham-
ilton semi-final series and 
knocked in two runs in the 
5-4 series clincher, while 
Owen Duiker and Jack White-
head earned two RBI each in 
the championship game win. 
Tallyn Soper caught the last 
three games and did a great 
job handling the pitchers and 
opponent base running, and 
Camden Daigle came off the 
bench after a leg injury to re-
cord the final two outs for the 
save in the final game; all of 
these things needed to happen 
to win this title. Some clutch 
playing by a great group of 
kids!!

TIER 1 WINNERS
Front - Nole Musselman, Jacob Hall, Ethan Boersma, David Hynd, Isaac Deline, Caleb Musselman and Owen Akey
Back - Dave Graff (Coach), Jack Whitehead, Todd Hynd (Coach), Tallyn Soper, Owen Duiker, Evan Heinbuch, Spen-
cer Eidt, Nathan Graff, Camden Daigle, Carter Musselman, Joel Boersma (Coach) and Don Grasby (Coach).

Left, 'A' Mixed Doubles Champions - Bob Tamblyn and 
Marta Andrekovic
Right, 'B' Mixed Doubles Champions - Sandie Ennett and 
Jason Erb
Bob Tamblyn and Jason Erb were also winners of Men's 
Doubles 'A' Champions

Ladies Doubles 'A' Champions - Meg Feore and Ava McMil-
lan

Ladies Singles 'A' Champion - Lauren Okrainic

Men's 
Singles 'A' 
Champi-
on Grant 
McPherson

Men's 
Singles 'B' 
Champion 
Ronan Mc-
Carroll

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED 
PHOTOS)

Club Championships decided at Stratford Tennis Club

519-305-7433  | 472 Erie St., Stratford

Slow down as we head back to school!Slow down as we head back to school!
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Safety Tips of the Month
Stratford Police Services - Back to School Safety!

The roads in Stratford, St Marys, and 
Perth South are bustling with action once 
again, as students head back to school. 
After a summer of driving without hav-
ing to watch for crowds of kids walking to 
and from school, kids hustling down the 
road on their bikes, crossing guards step-
ping out onto the roadways, and school 
buses shuttling kids to and from school, it 
is easy to forget the challenges of driving 
in a school zone. That is why we have de-
cided to focus our Safety Tip of the Month 
on Back to School Safety. With this Safe-
ty Tip, we hope to provide you with some 
information that will help everyone get 
to and from school safely, and for drivers 
to be able to navigate their way through 
all of the obstacles described above and 
more.

Tips for Drivers
1: Please Slow Down. Speed limits are 

typically reduced within school zones, 
and although it is always important to 
obey posted speed limits, it is even more 
important to slow down during school 
hours. Driving at a safe and appropriate 
speed will help you to quickly react to 
unpredictable situations and can prevent 
disaster from happening.

2: Always Stop for School Buses. Re-
gardless of what direction of travel you 
are going, you are required to come to a 
full and complete stop when you see the 
lights flashing and the stop arm extended 
on a school bus, and you must wait until 
the lights are turned off and the stop arm 
goes back in before continuing. Failure to 
do so can result in a costly ticket, or hit-
ting a child who is exiting thebus.

3: Be Aware of Crossing Guards. Be-
come aware of where crossing guards 
are located on your driving route, and al-
ways be watching for crossing guards in 
unknown areas. When a crossing guard 
steps onto the roadway with the stop sign 
up, you must come to a stop.

4: Allow For More Time. Roads are 
typically busier before and after school, 
and with school bus and crossing guard 
stops added to your drive it can take you 
longer to get to where you are going, so 
make sure to give yourself plenty of time 
to arrive at your destination.

Parking in School Zones
1: Safety First. To help improve safety 

for pedestrians and cyclists most road-
ways in and around school zones are 
designated as No Parking or No Stop-

ping zones. Check for signage if you are 
dropping your child off at school and un-
derstand the difference between the two 
signs.

a. No Stopping means NO stopping at 
any time for any length of time

b. No Parking zones allow you to stop 
momentarily to allow your child to exit 
or enter the vehicle. Leaving your vehicle 
unattended, or even sitting in your vehicle 
while you wait for your child is consid-
ered parking.

Tips for Parents.
1: Consider carpooling or having a 

ride sharing schedule with other parent-
sto help reduce congestion in and around 
school zones

2: Park a block or two away from the 
school and walk the rest of the way

3: Encourage your children to walk or 
bike to school. This is not only a great 
form of exercise, but also teaches your 
children a whole variety of life skills

Pedestrians & Cyclists
1: Travel in Groups. Walk or bike with 

friends and neighbours. There is strength 
in numbers and this will also provide a 
good opportunity for extra social time

2: Know your Route. Practice the route 

to school with your child and discuss the 
risks of traffic and the rules of the road. 
Always use the same route to and from 
school and don’t use shortcuts.

3: Travel Safely. Remain on the side-
walk when walking and make sure to 
cross the road safely and use designated 
crosswalks. If biking, stay on the right 
side of the road, use your hand signals, 
and always wear a helmet

4: Be Aware & Be Seen. Always watch 
for moving vehicles, and do not cut 
through parked cars, or anywhere that a 
driver may not be able to see you.

We hope that these safety tips can help 
raise awareness regarding the obstacles 
faced in and around school zones and can 
help keep these areas safe for everyone. 
Road safety is everyone’s responsibili-
ty and we ask that you be mindful and 
patient over the next coming weeks, and 
throughout the entire school year. Mem-
bers of the SPS will be actively patrolling 
school zones throughout Stratford, St 
Marys, and Perth South. If you need any 
help, or have any questions, you are al-
ways welcome to ask an officer who is out 
on patrol, or you can contact us by phone 
at 519-271-4141.

Back to school fire safety

Do you have kids heading off to College, 
University, Trade School or maybe just 
venturing off on their own this year? Edu-
cating young adults on what they can do to 
stay safe during their time away is import-
ant and often overlooked.  Ensure that their 
home away from home is a FIRE SAFE en-
vironment with the following information:

SMOKE ALARMS / DETECTORS & 
ESCAPE PLANS

• Ensure that their living accommoda-
tions, whether in a residence or off-campus 
housing is equipped with working smoke 
alarms / detectors. In a residence, there 
will be a smoke detector in each room, as 
well as several on each floor. They will all 
be interconnected, so when one sounds 
they will all sound in the building.  For an 
apartment or house rental, make sure there 
is a smoke alarm installed in each sleeping 
room, outside all sleeping areas and one on 
each floor. Ideally, these will be intercon-
nected as well.  Bonus points if the living 
space is also equipped with a sprinkler 
system!

• Next step is to ensure that they have an 

ESCAPE PLAN in case of an emergency. 
Most residence and apartment buildings 
will have a Fire Safety Plan, so be sure to 
ask and practice all drills as if they were 
the real thing. In off-campus housing, 
make your own escape plan by knowing 
the layout of the home, where the exits are 
and how to escape each room at least two 
different ways. 

Now that they are protected with the 
proper equipment for early detection of 
a fire and have a plan to get out, we will 
share some Fire Safe practices.

FIRE SAFETY TIPS
• Unattended cooking is not only the 

leading cause of residential fires but 
roughly, 5 out of 6 campus residence fires 
also start by cooking. For all occupancies, 
ensure that your kids stay in the kitchen or 
with the appliance that they are using to 
cook. (For campus residences, be sure to 
check the rules on using electrical appli-
ances in your room.) 

• Only cook when you are alert and are 
not sleepy or drowsy from medicine, alco-
hol or drugs. Ensuring they have food on 
hand that does not require cooking will 
help reduce this risk. 

• If they smoke, it is best to do so outside 
or in permitted areas (as per the schools 
regulations). If in off-campus housing, use 
sturdy, deep, non-tip ashtrays, avoid smok-
ing in bed, and when drowsy or intoxicat-
ed. 

• Candles should only be burned if per-
mitted at the school.  In any living area al-
ways ensure that candles are placed away 
from anything that can burn and are blown 
out when leaving the room or going to 
sleep. 

• If the kids will not be bringing their 
laundry home on the weekends, give them 
a lesson on how to clean the lint filter be-

fore and after each use on the dryer in their 
facility. 

By educating your children on how to be 
fire safe, you provide them with essential 
life skills that may save their life. We will 

not always be there to help them, but we 
can PREPARE them for living a fire safe 
life! If you would like further information 
on Fire and Life safety, please reach out to 
your local Fire Department!
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If you are looking for something fun to 
do over the next few Thursdays in Strat-
ford, Sip & Shop Stratford is hosting an-
other Stratford Night Market Series in the 
Downie Street parking lot across from the 
skate park and beside the transit station. 
This large market first began on Thurs-
day September 2nd and runs until October 
14th from 5-9pm. Street parking is free. 
The market is taking place on Thursdays 

to allow for convenience to those who are 
unable to attend the usual weekend mar-
kets.

Because many people have weekend 
plans or go away, this market is ideal for 
the mid-week crowd. Boasting food trucks, 
food booths, hand crafter vendors, local 
musicians and buskers, this location has 
it all including a huge space allowing for 
social distancing with protocols in place. 

Some of the food trucks when we attend-
ed were offering items such as fresh apple 
fritters, French fries, and wood fired piz-

zas. There was also a cookie dough truck, 
a cotton candy truck offering 18 unique 
flavours, amongst other local food ven-
dors. The one booth that caught my eye 
had the most glorious selection of gladio-
las in every colour you could imagine! 

Each week may vary slightly with new 
vendors participating so you are guaran-
teed something different on each visit. If 
you, or someone you know is interested 
in having space here, ap-
plication links are listed 
below. 

Night market dates are September 16th, 
30th, & October 14th. 

Crafters and Small Businesses: https://
forms.gle/QtTUoaa2FJiPP6GEA

Food Trucks and Vendors: https://forms.
gle/J9S5Qyn6GMWtgJ8g7

 So, head on out and enjoy the last of 
these summers slipping into fall evenings, 
bring a friend, shop local and have some 
fun in your own backyard!

2021 Night Market Series
LAUREN EEDY

Contributor

Famme & Co.
P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
C H A R T E R E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C C O U N T A N T S

“Supporting Rural 
Communities”

Providing accounting, financial reporting and tax 
planning services for our diverse rural and urban 

community.

125 Ontario St. Stratford
Phone (519) 271-7581    Fax (519) 271-2737

E-Mail: office@fammeandco.on.ca

25 Water Street North, P.O. Box 1228
St. Marys, Ontario

Phone (519) 284-1030    Fax (519) 284-4393
E-Mail: st.marys@fammeandco.on.ca

210 Oxford Street, E.
London, Ontario

Phone (519) 432-1663    Fax (519) 432-7662
E-Mail: london@famme.ca

Paid for and authorized by
the official agent of the candidate

Kevin Kruchkywich
Perth-Wellington

kevin.kruchkywich@ndp.ca
KevinKruchkywich.ndp.ca

“We are the party of
pragmatic compassion”

SIP AND SHOP
Above, a local musician entertains market gatherers and 
patrons in the foreground. Black Sombrero and local ar-
tisans are some of the few booths that can be seen in the 
background. 

Right, a cotton candy truck offering 18 flavours draws a 
crowd.

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTOS)
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The Stratford Times is published every 
second Friday of each month.

Check in pick up locations for the new copy 
or sign up for an email when the new issue 

is released at www.stratfordtimes.com

UPCOMING ISSUES

October 8, 2021

November 12, 2021

December 10, 2021

January 14, 2022

To advertise in these upcoming issues email 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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NANCY ABRA

Contributor

FROM THE GARDEN: Fall planting

When rainfall and tempera-
tures begin to moderate at the 
end of summer, it is time to think 
about fall planting. You may have 
noticed a couple of your perenni-
als have died out this summer or 
maybe they have outgrown this 
position in the garden and need 
to be divided. Maybe you have 
a shrub that struggled this year 
and needs replacing? And I be-
lieve that there is always room 
for another tree in our garden 
landscape.

Late summer or early fall is a 
good time to plant many kinds 
of trees, shrubs, and perenni-
als. Specimens planted now of-
ten settle into their new homes 
more easily than those planted in 
Spring, especially if the Spring 
happens to be drier and warmer 
than usual.

The success of planting is ear-
ly fall has much to do with soil 
temperatures. The soil at 15cm 
should be about 12C to give 
plants ample time to get estab-
lished and start growing roots. 
As for conifers, they prefer soil 
temperature closer to 18C.  

For trees and shrubs aim your 
fall planting about six weeks 
before the expected frost date 
which according to the Farmer’s 
Almanac is October 2nd in our 
area. For evergreens you want 
to plant those eight weeks before 
the frost date.

As the gardening season winds 
down, there are usually sales 
at your local garden centre or 
nursey. Another good reason 
to plant this time of the year. 
Choose healthy looking con-
tainer grown shrubs or balled-
and-burlapped trees. Planting 
guidelines are the same as Spring 
planting ~ dig a hole 2X as wide 
but no deeper than the container. 
Water immediately after planting 
and if the soil settles, add a lit-
tle more soil but don’t tramp to 
compact it. Spread mulch around 
your new shrub or tree, keeping 
about 10cm away from the trunk 
or stems. The mulch will help in-
sulate over the winter. Through-
out the fall make sure your new 

plantings receive ample water, 
approximately 2.5cm a week 
from planting time up until the 
ground starts to freeze. Avoid 
specimens that are generally 
slow to establish such as magno-
lia trees, birch, willows, and oak. 

As for perennials, concentrate 
on planting spring and summer 
flowering specimens now. These 

will establish 
better than fall 
bloomers and 
will likely re-
ward you with 
great blooms 
next year. If 
you want to 

plant fall bloomers, remove their 
flowers to encourage these pe-
rennials to put their energy into 
taking root, rather than blooming 
and making seeds. 

If you are dividing perenni-
als and replanting the divisions, 
work with spring and early sum-
mer bloomers. Perennials are 
generally best divided in the 
season opposite of that in which 
they bloom. For example, fall for 
spring and early summer bloom-
ers and in the spring for late sum-
mer and fall bloomers. 

After planting perennials wa-
ter well and apply a light mulch 
around them to conserve mois-

ture. If fall rains are scarce, wa-
ter your newly planted perenni-
als regularly by hand aiming for 
about 2-3cm of water each week, 
just like you would newly planted 
shrubs. Once the ground freezes, 
spread another layer of mulch 
which will help moderate the soil 
temperature over the winter, pre-
venting frost heaves that could 
push your new plants out of the 
soil.

Fall planting is a great concept 
as days are cooler for working in 
our gardens, less insects that may 
bother your new plantings and 
you have a jump on your Spring 
chores.

(HTTPS://SHERIDANNURSERIES.COM/DIVIDING-PERENNIALS PHOTO)

BBQ Chicken BBQ Chicken 

DinnerDinner
Drive Thru OnlyDrive Thru Only

September 16, 2021September 16, 2021
5:00 - 7:30 pm5:00 - 7:30 pm

Under the market balcony at the Under the market balcony at the 
Stratford Rotary ComplexStratford Rotary Complex

353 McCarthy Rd, Stratford353 McCarthy Rd, Stratford
Tickets are $25Tickets are $25

can be purchased from any of the board members can be purchased from any of the board members 
or by emailing admin@stratfordfairgrounds.com or by emailing admin@stratfordfairgrounds.com 

or calling 519-271-5130.or calling 519-271-5130.

FALL INTO FALL WITH MUMS
Staff were busy preparing for the fall season at Cozyn's Garden Gallery at 680 Huron 
Street in Stratford including this collection of mums. Cozyn's Garden Gallery has been a 
family-owned and operated greenhouse and retail business since 1984.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)
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TOM PATTERSON THEATRE 
TOURS
August 31 to October 9
111 Lakeside Drive
Catch your first glimpse of this stunning new 
venue on this guided 45-minute tour. Tours 
may be booked for Tuesdays to Sundays 
with the following time slots: 9 a.m., 10 
a.m., and 5 p.m. See stratfordfestival.ca for 
more details.
ROTARACT CLUB – BOTTLE DRIVE
Saturday, September 11; 9 AM to 1 PM
7 Orr Street, Stratford
Drop your empties off at 7 Orr Street, or 
make your donation through e-transfer to 
stratfordrotaracttreasurer@gmail.com. 
Funds raised will support Stratford Perth 
Rotary Hospice.
PERTH COUNTY CYCLING TOUR
Sunday, September 12; 12:00 - 5:30 PM
Stratford Market Square
Join Cycle Stratford as we present the 
third annual Perth County Cycling Tour 
(PCCT), a non-competitive, all ages, semi-
supported* cycling tour that begins and 
ends in Stratford, Ontario, on quiet roads. 
Routes have been chosen to showcase the 
local countryside and local destinations, 
with rest stops at regular locations.
BBQ CHICKEN DINNER
Thursday, September 16; 5:00 - 7:30 PM
Stratford Rotary Complex
Drive thru BBQ Chicken Dinner presented 
by Stratford & District Agricultural Society. 
Tickets are $25. Can be purchased by 
calling 519-271-5130 or emailing admin@
stratfordfairgrounds.com
MARVEL SUPERHERO QUEST
Friday, September 17 - Monday, October 11

Downtown Stratford
Thanos is determined to destroy downtown 
Stratford and the Avengers are calling on 
local superheroes (you!) to stop him! Each 
week, for three weeks, there will be five 
different challenges placed in the windows 
of downtown businesses.
Presented by the Stratford Public Library
16TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF 
CLASSIC
Monday, September 20 
(9 AM shotgun start)
Stratford Country Club
Cost is $135 per person (18 holes with cart, 
lunch, team prizes, hors d’oeuvres), with 
all the funds being raised going back into 
the community to support individuals with 
disabilities. To Register, call  at 519-273-
1000 or info@clsa.ca
GAME NIGHT
Monday, September 20; 6:30 PM
Stratford Public Library
Ever wanted to get started on creating 
scenery, characters, and game pieces 
for tabletop gaming like Dungeons and 
Dragons or Gaslands? Join us in person at 
the Stratford Public Library Auditorium or 
attend virtually and we will start creating 
gaming elements together.
EXPECT THE EXTRAORDINARY, 
PAL'S ANNUAL GALA 
FUNDRAISER – “STRONGER 
TOGETHER”, A VIRTUAL 
CONCERT
Virtual Opening Night Monday 
September 20th at 8 PM
Video on demand until Thursday 
September 23 at 11:59 PM.
Tickets are on sale at www.palstratford.

org/events: $60 per household link
The cabaret-style show, entitled “Stronger 
Together”, will be available to viewers 
online and on demand
GARDEN CULTURE DAY: GARDEN 
STRATFORD PLANT SALE
Saturday, September 25; 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Stratford Public Library
Perennial pots of plants for purchase! 
Stratford Public Library is playing host 
to Garden Stratford and their “pay what 
you can” plant sale! Hostas, daylilies, iris, 
astilbe, native pollinators, and more, all 
potted up and ready to be selected for your 
own yard.
STRATFORD TOYS, GAMES, AND 
COLLECTIBLES SHOW
Sunday, September 26; 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Quality (formerly the Festival Inn) 1144 
Ontario Street
Welcome to the Stratford Toys, 
Collectibles, and Games Show! At this 
event, you can enjoy 40+ tables full of 
Transformers, G.I. Joe, Board and Video 
Games, Pokemon Cards, YuGiOh Cards, 
and so much more!
4TH ANNUAL DAVE BLACKBURN 
MEMORIAL CAR RALLY
Sunday, October 3
Stratford Perth Museum
All are welcome to take part in the car 
rally along the beautiful backroads of 
Perth County. Along the route, guides and 
reenactors will provide interesting facts 
and stories about Perth County. For more 
details, visit www.shineonstratford.ca.

As you may have already read 
last month, I am pretty obsessed 
with food but not just any old 
food - I am obsessed with nutri-
ents! My journey with food has 
been tumultuous!!  Food has al-
ways been a major player in my 
life; sometimes I’ve hated it and 
seen it as the enemy.  I was the 
girl that would hide somewhere 
eating the pizza, and my mother 
used to find chocolate bar wrap-
pers under my mattress.  It has 
taken me a long time to get to a 
point where I don’t get stressed 
about food, and now I eat a bal-

anced and healthy diet, and live 
a happy and healthy life.  This 
wasn’t an easy overnight process 
and getting there has involved 
eating more food - not less! 

Six years ago I was at my ul-
timate low point, I was over-
weight, depressed, tired, stressed 
and I saw the day as something 
that I had to “get through”.  I 
would starve myself and then 
overeat out of hunger.  I would 
over exercise to the point that I 
was exhausted; and I probably 
tried every diet pill there was 
available on the market.

My passion for nutrition began 
when our son was born with five 
food allergies and severe reflux 
disease; he was in and out of 
hospital and had to take 5 dif-
ferent medications four times a 
day.  Reading the back of every 
food packet (which you have to 
do with an allergy kid) started 
me questioning what we were 
putting into our bodies.  

I went to see a nutritionist who 
showed me how to eat so that I 
didn’t feel hungry and depressed 

all of the time. It was then that I 
learnt how wrong I had been to 
try and starve my body of nutri-
ents that it needed.  Using nutri-
ent dense foods I started to feel 
better, I had more energy, I was 
starting to enjoy life again, start-
ing to spend time with friends 
again.  My weight dropping 
seemed like an added bonus!

I started my BSc (Hons) Nu-
tritional Science in 2017 because 
I love learning about the human 
body and how nutrition can im-
pact it.  However you don’t need 
a degree to get healthy- that’s 
why we Nutritionists do the 
training so that we can simplify 
things and help you live your life 
with your best energy levels and 
health.  

We currently live in an envi-
ronment that is not supportive of 
our best health.  The food indus-
try spends millions on creating 
addictive foods and then adver-
tising it at the right time to make 
you crave it.  Then those same 
companies make diet foods to 
counteract the damage but it 

doesn’t have any impact in the 
long term so we keep spending 
our money on more.  The gov-
ernment have campaigns and tell 
us to be healthy, without any real 
tools for incorporating changes 
that lead to our best health.

In my experience, the word 
Nutritionist scares some people, 
there is fear that we are going to 
take away your favourite foods 
and tell you to live on lettuce 
and carrots.  Well, all Nutrition-
ists work differently but my be-
lief is that to make real changes 
that last, we need to take small 
steps on a journey toward our 
best health.  It’s not about the 
latest juice fast or killing your-
self in the gym and it’s certainly 
not about starving you - because 
that sucks and it’s damaging for 
the body.  My goal is for you to 
feel good about what you are 
eating and about how you feel 
every day.   To me, this means 
that we should be filling our-
selves on nutrient dense foods 
that will keep us full and not 
leave us wanting for more.

So what does the term “nutri-
ent dense foods” mean?  They 
are the proteins, fats, complex 
carbohydrates, vitamins and 
minerals that keep us fuelled for 
our days.  What does that trans-
late to?  Well, that’s too much 
for one column, but there are 
always some first steps that can 
be made!

Have a think about what you 
eat.  Do you eat a lot of take 
out?  Ok, well I had a client who 
added roasted cauliflower to her 
take away curry last week and 
she enjoyed it so much and was 
so full from it that she made the 
curry last two days.  Just from 
throwing some chopped cauli-
flower in the oven!  There are 
very few people who eat enough 
vegetables and while they may 
seem boring, they are absolutely 
essential for producing energy.  
So that’s my first little tip - add 
some vegetables to whatever 
you eat right now, your body 
will thank you for it! 

Until next time……. keep 
well. 

DANIELLE WILLIAMS

Contributor

THE FABULOUS FOODIE: My journey with food

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE UNIT 261
151 Lorne Ave. East, Stratford Ontario

Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The cost of a meal is $9.00. The cost of a meal is $9.00. 
Take outs are available.Take outs are available.

FRIDAY LUNCHESFRIDAY LUNCHES

COMING EVENTS Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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We’re all having conversations 
that start something like this: 
“Where do you want to go when 
this thing is over?” The respons-
es are always interesting, often 
revealing something intriguing 
about the person making the com-
ment.

One friend recently caught my 
attention with his observation that 
he’s planning to visit a World War 
II concentration camp, as soon as 
it’s possible.

That may be antithetical to a 
typical, “sun, sand and pina cola-
da” travel wish, but it made a lot 
of sense to me. It’s both hard and 

healthy to remind ourselves of the 
evils of the past. As the Spanish 
philosopher George Santayana 
wrote, “Those who cannot re-
member the past are condemned 
to repeat it.” So I am a proponent 
of building some historical con-
nections – both inspiring and dis-
turbing – into travel itineraries.

On one of my visits to the Neth-
erlands, I took the opportunity 
to visit the lovely Dutch town of 
Amersfoort. The town is delight-
ful, but my real reason for visiting 
Amersfoort was the Nazi con-
centration camp, located near the 
town, a site that is now open as a 
memorial and a museum.

I didn’t know what to expect, 
and what I did anticipate was 
mostly wrong. I had read enough 
to know that this was designated 
a “transit camp”, a transition site 
where prisoners were held before 
being shipped out to other con-
centration camps, including death 
camps. 

So I was unprepared to learn 
about the evils committed right 
there at Amersfoort. I quickly 
learned that atrocities and mur-
ders were not confined to the 
more notorious camps – they also 

happened here.
One of the most poignant sites 

in the camp is a long, narrow val-
ley, with a powerful statue at the 
end. The valley was not a natural 
geographical feature – it had been 
dug out by Jewish prisoners, who 
were provided only with trowels 
and wicker baskets for the back-
breaking task. And once the val-
ley was dug out, those very pris-
oners were shot in the valley they 

had just created. 
The statue, a 
graphic tribute 
to suffering and 
persecution, is 
also a tribute to 
those prisoners. 
It is a somber 
place, still red-
olent with the 
wrongs done 
there.

Today, the 
camp exists 
only in the 
bits and piec-
es that remain, 
although ar-
chaeological 
work is ongo-
ing. There are 
remnants of the 
cells that held 
the prisoners; 
my guide told 
of one prisoner 
who virtual-

ly starved himself to get to a 
low enough weight to squeeze 
through incredibly tight bars on 
the cell. He hoarded butter or 
anything that might be a lubri-
cant, to help squeeze his emaciat-
ed body between the bars on the 
tiny window, and thus became the 
only person ever to escape from 
Amersfoort.

The guide was a local volun-
teer. There are many local people 
working here, volunteers commit-
ted to keeping the story of Amers-
foort alive, determined that we 
will not fall into forgetfulness.

There is a touching Canadian 
connection, here. Amersfoort is 
one of many Nazi facilities in the 
Netherlands that was liberated by 
Canadians, more than 75 years 
ago, and those Canadian troops 
are commemorated at the site. I 
found that this engendered the 
strangest combination of pride 
mixed in with shocking realities 
of a concentration camp.

Many of the structures that 
stood in this horrible camp have 

been lost, but some remain, stark 
reminders of how inhumane hu-
mans can be. For instance, Amers-
foort is the location of the only 
concentration camp guard tower 
still in existence in The Neth-
erlands. My guide said that the 
guards used to throw cigarettes 
down into the compound, and or-
der the prisoners to pick them up. 
When the prisoners obeyed, their 
action brought them into the no-
go zone by the fences… and the 
guards shot them.

You won’t smile or laugh at 
Amersfoort Concentration Camp, 
but you will experience one of the 
chief benefits of travel – you will 
become a wiser, more thoughtful 
and definitely more compassion-
ate person.

And that’s probably the best 
outcome of a holiday I could 
imagine.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE'LL GO: A mixture of pride and horror

PAUL KNOWLES

Contributor

A prisoner of the Nazis starved 
himself to lose enough weight to 
squeeze through those bars.

The poignant statue honouring Jewish prisoners killed at Amersfoort.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)The last remaining Nazi guard tower in Europe.

Currently building beautiful homes Currently building beautiful homes 
in charming St Marys.in charming St Marys.

519.275.2557 constructiongroup@teahen.ca

@teahenconstruction 

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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ICE CREAM STAND IN SHAKESPEARE
On one of the hottest days of the year last week (40 degrees humidex), two young Shake-
speare entrepreneurs on Wilson Street were trying to keep passerbys cool. Gavin Schyff, 
a Grade 5 student at Sprucedale Public School, and his sister Claire who is in Grade 7, 
were not selling the usual lemonade that day but instead ice cream was being served up 
as the best way to keep their customers cool. Their parents, Ange and Chris Schyff, were 
extremely proud of their two kids who didn’t mind sitting in the heat in order to cheer 
customers up on an otherwise sultry day. Claire is holding her “Lion-Head” pet rabbit 
Tigger. Claire raised $160 the previous week by her Lemonade stand and donated it to the 
Stratford Humane Society on Griffith Road in Stratford to help in the care of pets at the 
shelter. The brother and sister act sure did something to pick up the spirits of those who 
took part in the cool treat! 

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM
Stratford's 172 Ballantyne Avenue boasts one of the 2021 Communities in Bloom Miracle Gro Best Garden Selection 
winners, just two doors from the spectacular Festival Theatre Gardens. This is one of nine such winners in Ontario and 46 
nationwide. Congratulations, Manfred! 

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

(JULIA SCHNEIDER PHOTO)

50/50 WINNERS
Murray Schlotzhauer, Shakespeare Optimist member and also chair of the Optimist 
annual chicken barbeque, presented $2,215 in cash to Andrew Fulton and Mallory 
Herold of Stratford, winners of the 50/50 draw following the drive thru BBQ held last 
week in the parking lot of the Optimist Hall. The lucky couple plan on using the mon-
ey to help finance their wedding next June. There were over 1,000 meals served by 
club members and their wives for the event where proceeds go to youth work in the 
community.

50/50 draw winners of $2,215 in the 
Shakespeare Optimist draw

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

STRATFORDTIMES PICK UP 
LOCATIONS

Email stratfordtimes@gmail.com to suggest other pick up locations!
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Sudoku

Id: 96873

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

9 2 7
4 6 8 5 2 1

5 7
5 2 7 6

4
9 8

7 9
3 4

8 5

Solution
1 8 9 2 4 3 6 5 7

3 4 6 8 5 7 2 9 1

5 2 7 6 9 1 4 8 3

8 5 2 4 7 6 3 1 9

7 1 3 9 2 8 5 4 6

6 9 4 3 1 5 8 7 2

2 3 5 7 8 9 1 6 4

9 6 1 5 3 4 7 2 8

4 7 8 1 6 2 9 3 5

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 31

Word Search
Driving in Stratford

Riddles

Sudoku

Albert
Brittannia
Brunswick
Brydges
Devon
Douro
Downie
Dufferin
Erie
George
Greenwood
Home
Huron
Lakeside
Lorne
McCarthy
Mornington
Oak
Oakdale
O’Loane
One Ways
Ontario
Princess
Romeo
Shakespeare
St. Vincent
Waterloo
Wellington
West Gore
Wright

Pet of the 
Month

MYSTY
Hi there, my name is Mysty! My friends here at 

the humane society say that I am a sweet, playful 
and high energy girl. I am looking for a family who 

can spend lots of time playing with me and take 
me on lots of nice walks.

I would love to be in a home with only adults as 
I can be a bit nervous with new situations and 
people. I want to find an active family who has 
experience with large dogs and has no other 
animals so I can be the center of attention!

If you think I would be a good fit for your family, 
please fill out an application at www.kwsphumane.
ca/adopt/dogs and hopefully I will see you soon!

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

Driving Stratford

ALBERT BRITTANNIA BRUNSWICK 

BRYDGES DEVON DOURO 

DOWNIE DUFFERIN ERIE 

GEORGE GREENWOOD HOME 

HURON LAKESIDE LORNE 

MCCARTHY MORNINGTON OAK 

OAKDALE OLOANE ONE 

WAYS ONTARIO PRINCESS 

ROMEO SHAKESPEARE ST 

VINCENT WATERLOO WELLINGTON 

WEST GORE WRIGHT    

Name:                                          
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K O M I U D R A T I D E U N B E S N J U

N R U N G I E X K T V O D I E C N B W J

I N P C O E Y V S E I T U O S E U T A K

R E R E N A O L O Y S R Z R W V R Y Y J

E V T S E W K R P N I P B T O N B G S Q

F S P S A O H Y G X E P E T H G I R W C

F E Q I O M W Y H E T D B A Z U P E Z U

U N O T G N I L L E W R I I R B R O Z M

D O A K D A L E D B Y J F S V E N O W J

Q E H V X P T M C D E I R E E E O I N S

P M P K B N O T G N I N R O M K H G N S

V D O F S K B E U X K S C Y G O A E B E

W E Z X N W S I O X M F U N M C U L U Q

R M K J V P H R M O O L R E T A W U T V

Why did the duck cross the road?
Because it thought it was a chicken.

What did the hat say to the scarf?
You can hang around, just go on a head

Why did the bird go to the restaurant?
Because he wanted a tweet

Where did the pencil go for vacation?
To Pennsylvania.

If there was a spelling test, which animal 
would win?

The bee

Which one is faster, hot or cold?
Hot. You can catch cold

What has a neck but can’t swallow?
A bottle.

What’s it called when a snowman has a 
temper tantrum?

A meltdown

What do you get if you cross a cow and a 
camel?

A lumpy milkshake

What’s the difference between a dog and a 
flea?

A dog can have fleas, but a flea can’t have 
dogs.
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Bob & Claire Schlotzhauer's 1958 Ford Retractable

Eddie Lock's 1953 Ford Victoria

Oliver & Marjorie Davidson's 1967 Chevrolet 10

Gary Dale's 1931 Ford Model A Sport CoupeDave & Lynn Lincoln's 1929 Ford Model A

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

Spruce Lodge Rolling Car RallySpruce Lodge Rolling Car Rally

What better way to start off the month 
of September, than to bring out your vin-
tage, sports and unique vehicle to join the 
Spruce Lodge Rolling Car Rally.

Kim Luckhardt, who had a dream sev-
en years ago of hosting a car show at the 
Spruce Lodge parking lot made her dream 
come true. Over the years the show has 
grown from 30 cars to 140 cars.

Due to COVID, she had to come up 
with a new creative way of holding the 
car show while keeping social distancing. 
That's when she came up with the idea of a 
rolling car rally. 

Last year they had over 100 cars at-

tend the cruise and drove to local nursing 
homes to cheer them up during lock down.

For this year's cruise Luckhardt came up 
with a different route so more of the com-
munity could participate from the comfort 
of their own property.

The cars cruised by many nursing and 
retirement homes. Luckhardt said "We 
had an amazing turn out at Hamlet Es-
tates, Woodland Towers, Spruce Lodge, 
Greenwood Court, Windmill Gardens and 
McCarthy Place Retirement Residence. 
The residents truly enjoyed the cruise, and 
they will be talking about this for months 
to come!"
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED

WANTED
SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED

WANTED
WANTING TO BUY – All sports cards, hockey, baseball 
etc., stamps, golf balls, Beanie Babies and other collect-
ibles. Highest prices paid in cash. Free appraisals, phone 
or text Stan 519-868-3814

Luckhardt Landworks Ltd. is 
seeking a DZ Driver/Labourer. 
Duties include hauling aggregates 
and working as part of the 
construction team on the ground. 
Qualified candidates must have 
construction experience; clean 
driver’s abstract; and the ability to 
understand plans and elevations.
Please contact us at: 519-272-3408

bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

LOOKING FOR A HARD WORKING INDIVIDUAL 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM. 

Job’s would include: Cooking, catering and 
waitressing/waitering. Must be available to work 

weekends. 
To apply contact Brian or Cindy at Quehl’s Restaurant. 

Email info@quehlsrestaurant.com 
or call 519-655-2835.

At Chartwell Anne Hathaway, we’re all about Making People’s 
Lives Better for our residents, their families, and our employees. 

Join an exceptional group of diverse, caring, and passionate 
people who are inspired to make a difference in their own lives 

and are dedicated to delivering an experience that is personalized, 
memorable and feels like home for more than 30,000 residents 

across the country.  

WE’RE HIRING GUEST ATTENDANTS, RPNS, 
DIETARY AIDES  

Please submit your resume to, aroutly-houle@chartwell.com 

McDonalds Restaurant, St. Marys - Job Opportunities
We are more than just your local restaurant. We are a collection of hardworking 
small-business owners, students working part-time, career builders, and active seniors 
getting the most out of life. Did you know that from coast to coast, we serve delicious 
choices to more than 2.5 million people in over 1,400 locations every day, or that we 
have proudly helped more than 387,000 Canadian families with sick children through 
Ronald McDonald House Charities?
Your vibe and experience
While previous experience working in food service or retail as a barista, server, sales 
associate, cashier, team member, or customer sales representative is always helpful and 
appreciated, what is most important is who you are.
You are trustworthy and have trust in others. You find joy in the details and believe 
good quality is what keeps guests coming back. You remain cool, calm and collected 
in a fast-paced environment. You understand there is no “I” in team and thrive in social 
situations. You’re always willing to learn and grow. You get that service isn’t a transac-
tion, it’s about connection. That a smile can make all the difference in someone’s day. It’s 
genuine, and it’s who you are.
The job
We are sure that you have an idea about what working with us is like, but just in case 
here are some of the highlights on what your job will entail:

• Greeting guests, taking orders and processing payments
• Preparing food and drinks
• Managing delivery and mobile orders
• Assembling orders and packaging take-out and delivery
• Keeping all surfaces clean and sanitary to ensure the safety for our guests, fellow 
  crew members, and yourself

Whether you are working in the kitchen, at the Drive-Thru, or at the front counter you are 
a part of a dynamic team that works together to deliver an exceptional guest experience.
Our offer
Working with us means that you will have the opportunity to earn and learn, flexibility, 
and a safe and inclusive work environment. What this means in practice is:

• Access to education and skills development opportunities that take you further
• A total rewards package that includes discounts, incentives, and recognition perks
• Flexible hours/shifts that suit your needs
• A safe, respectful and inclusive workplace
• Bring your authentic self to work – welcoming people of every age, background, 
and culture – just like the guests who visit our restaurants every day

How to Apply
We are currently accepting applications at both Stratford locations, Erie St. and On-
tario St., or by email to Krysta.tyler2@post.mcdonalds.ca and jordanbucht@gmail.
com. Come join us to train in one of these locations to be part of the opening team at 
the NEW St. Marys location!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

ADVERTISING CONSTRUCTION

CAREGIVERS

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICIAN

EYE CARE

FENCING / DECKS

ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

INVESTMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES

MORTGAGES

ORTHOTICS

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

RESTAURANT

PHOTOGRAPHY

HUMANE SOCIETY

INVESTMENTS

INVESTMENTS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL SERVICES

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3119

stratfordnissan.com

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

www.vanceafinancial.com

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON 

N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511

dr.philsammut@gmail.com

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

Michelle Webber
MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca

Cell: 519-301-5155

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

6 Wellington St. 
519-271-6770

www.stratfordlawyers.comWWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA
305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

519-273-4145

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA
WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Leanne

By Leanne

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca
STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

(226) 779-3206

www.electricandcompany.ca

CINDY DAY

YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA 

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.PEAKSELECT.CA 

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs! 

Eye Exams
Glasses

Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

Caregiver Coaching

Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

MOORE 
 Creative

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. 1886, with a 
population of 9,000
2. 8 times 
3. Sapphire
4. Leading passengers 
on United Airlines 
Flight 93 to fight 
hijackers on 9/11 
and thwart attack on 
Washington D.C.
5. Larry Walker  
(49 HR in 1997)
6. Bogota
7. Sudden Impact
8. Phobos and Deimos
9. Trivial Pursuit 
board game
10. 2004

Sudoku

Id: 96873

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

9 2 7
4 6 8 5 2 1

5 7
5 2 7 6

4
9 8

7 9
3 4

8 5

Solution
1 8 9 2 4 3 6 5 7

3 4 6 8 5 7 2 9 1

5 2 7 6 9 1 4 8 3

8 5 2 4 7 6 3 1 9

7 1 3 9 2 8 5 4 6

6 9 4 3 1 5 8 7 2

2 3 5 7 8 9 1 6 4

9 6 1 5 3 4 7 2 8

4 7 8 1 6 2 9 3 5

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU

Facebook StratfordTimesNewspaper | Twitter @Stratford_Times | Instagram @Stratford_Times

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS 

LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!

Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 

call 519-655-2341
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