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While last year’s drive-by Santa Claus parade was a 
welcome distraction to life in a pandemic, this year’s 
version is going to be more of what people know and 
love – the parade is coming back to them.

On Sunday, Nov. 28, the annual Stratford Kinsmen 
Santa’s Parade of Lights will once again roll through 
the downtown streets of the city when it kicks off at 
the William Allman Arena at 5 p.m. Heading up Nile 
Street, the parade will hang a right onto Ontario Street 
and make its way into the downtown core. A left turn 
onto Downie Street will see floats, smiling faces and 
eventually the jolly man himself cruise along until 
they reach the end of the route at the Stratford YMCA.

Parade chair Trevor Exner said there were still some 
details still being ironed out, but he’s confident this pa-
rade will be the crowd pleaser people remember from 
years past.

“Obviously there will be safety precautions taken for 
people in the parade – contact tracing on the floats, 
and people will need to wear masks if they’re unable to 
maintain two meters of safe distance,” he said. “There 
will be no interaction between parade participants and 
the observers, and no food or pamphlets will be hand-
ed out at the parade either.”

Exner said last year’s static parade was well re-
ceived but he’s anticipating a bigger response this time 
around.

“Last year’s event was received well, but we think 
with the return of the traditional parade it will get a 
bigger reception,” he said.

There’s been plenty of discussion 
about a proposed stacked townhouse 
development on Ontario Street for 
almost a year but the final word came 
this past Monday when the City 
Council approved the project.

Located on a portion of Ontario 
Street between Queen Street and 
Trow Avenue, the proposed devel-
opment plans to build two stacked 
townhouses three-and-a-half storeys 
in height in a heritage corridor near 
the downtown. Currently, the land on 
which these buildings are to be built 
is filled by two individual homes and 
the site of the now-abandoned former 
Golden Bamboo restaurant. Council 
voted 7-to-4 in favour of proceeding 

with the development, with Mayor 
Mathieson and Councillors Bunting, 
Vassilakos, Ingram, Burbach, Hen-
derson, and Beatty supporting, and 
Councillors Clifford, Gaffney, Rits-
ma, and Sebben opposed.

Many feel that the project is un-
suitable for the area in which it is to 
be constructed. Stratford architect 
Robert Ritz believes that the historic 
nature of the area means that a build-
ing taller than the average house isn’t 
appropriate.

“If this can happen in a heritage 
area protected by the Official Plan,” 
Ritz said, “it could happen anywhere 
in the city.”

There are also concerns over the 
project’s density, with many resi-
dents believing that it will change 
the low-density character of the area 

to a high-density area. The proposed 
buildings are planning to have 30 
units within them. Several residents 
have said that they feel intensifi-
cation of the area should be done 
gradually, whereas this development 
would, in their opinion, bring a much 
more immediate intensification to 
the area.

“We are talking about a heritage 
corridor here and I think it should 
be protected,” said Councillor Clif-
ford, who served on the City Council 
when the heritage corridor designa-
tion was instituted. “We’ve heard 
from the people in the area that it’s 
part of where they live and the case 
they have made for protecting that 
area’s [heritage corridor character] is 
something we should hear.” 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 12

Santa returns 
in style

Traditional parade planned 
for Christmas 2021

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

City supports highly-debated Ontario 
Street stacked townhouse project

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

WE REMEMBER
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 8 
Stratford second vice-president Ken 
Albert salutes as the Canadian flag 
is lowered to half-mast during the 
Remembrance Day services at the 
Stratford Cenotaph Thursday, Nov. 
11. Sgt. Darren Dunbar (19 Squadron) 
and Warrant Officer Aislinn Linehan 
(223 Army Cadets) tended to the flag. 
For more photos of the service, turn 
to page 14.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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Coronation Royal Oak 
tree outside Perth County 

Courthouse treated for wilting

...Santa Claus Parade

 Perth County Council recently dis-
cussed the condition of the last Corona-
tion Royal Oak tree in the Stratford area.

The tree is located outside the County 
Courthouse in Stratford and was one of 
approximately 10 acorns and 10 seedlings 
planted in the area in 1937. Local arbor-
ists looked at the tree and determined that 
it has oak wilt, which is a loose term for 
young leaves becoming distorted, shriv-
eled, and falling prematurely. This is 
not to be confused with the actual dis-
ease called Oak Wilt, a vascular disease 
caused by a fungus which originated in 
the United States. This disease is much 
more destructive than the wilting being 
experienced by the tree in Stratford. The 
arborists recommended continuous prun-

ing of the tree and removal of deadwood 
to invigorate growth and maintain the 
tree’s health. 

In January 2020 and August 2021, staff 
had contractors prune and remove dead-
wood from the Royal Oak, which not only 
helped the health of the tree, but also ad-
dressed safety and liability concerns on 
the sidewalks below. Facilities staff plan 
to monitor the tree’s condition, prune and 
remove deadwood as necessary with the 
intent to extend the life of the Royal Oak. 

Additionally, the County is working 
with a local greenhouse to grow seedlings 
from the acorns of the Royal Oak with 
the intent to plant those seedlings at fa-
cilities through Perth County. The cost to 
maintain the tree has been approximately 
$2,000 per year and the cost to have the 
acorns propagated at a local greenhouse 
is under $500. 

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

The Ontario Land Tribunal has given 
the City of Stratford a victory in their on-
going case against the late Lawrence Ry-
an’s numbered company, ruling the market 
value of the downtown property known as 
the Cooper site was more in line with their 
estimation than Ryan’s at the time it was 
expropriated more than a decade ago.

The site, formerly home to the Grand 
Trunk Railway repair shops, was deter-
mined to be worth $290,000 when the city 
reclaimed it from Ryan in 2009. His es-
tate claimed the value was closer to $23 
million in their latest expropriation com-
pensation hearing, but the tribunal gave a 
ruling on October 15 that confirmed the 
$290,000 value.

As such, Stratford owes the Ryan estate 
$51,683 in wasted development costs that 
were tied to the former developer’s plans 
for the property – a project called ‘Ryan’s 
Railway Centre’. Tribunal panel members 
came down on the side of the city in mak-
ing their decision to put the nearly-$300K 
price tag on the property as the amount 
was based on speculative value on Ryan’s 
original purchase price, what the assessed 

value was in 2002 at the time of expro-
priation, and costs for the environmental 
remediation of the land – estimated to be 
between $6.3-$20.3 million.

The fight may not be over, as Ryan’s 
estate still has a claim of $1.05 million in 
disturbance damages (the aforementioned 
development charges, time invested by 
Ryan, and lost profit on the land). Ontario 
Land Tribunal's vice-chair Sarah Jacobs 
wrote in the ruling that there was no clear 
evidence of business or executive time 
lost.

“(The Ryan’s numbered company)’s fi-
nancial records made it difficult to deter-
mine a precise amount for wasted devel-
opment costs, and so the tribunal accepted 
(the) alternative approach – to allow some 
of the claimed costs as relating to the 
development rather than the cost of do-
ing business – as a reasonable one in the 
unusual circumstances of this case,” she 
wrote in the ruling.

Wendy Ryan, widow of the late Law-
rence Ryan (who passed away in Decem-
ber 2019), and her legal team will have the 
opportunity to appeal the tribunal’s ruling.

City notches tribunal win 
against Ryan estate over 

Cooper site

The City has released a number of 
guidelines for the Parade of Lights, in-
cluding:

• Wearing face coverings is strong-
ly recommended when outside among 
attendees where distancing cannot be 
maintained

• Event volunteers will encourage 
spectators to spread out to maintain 
safe distances

• Walking into the parade route by 
the public is strictly prohibited

There are also parking arrange-
ments that have been pre-determined 

for those going to hockey games at the 
Allman Arena, accounting for road 
closures between 3-7 p.m. People going 
to the arena will be permitted to park at 
the Allman lot off North Street and at 
the Tom Patterson Theatre parking lot 
off Water Street on a first-come basis. 
Those parking at the Patterson lot must 
note that exiting the lot will be restrict-
ed between 5-6 p.m. due to the parade 
moving up Morenz Drive to Ontario 
Street.

Additional information about the 
event and parking is available on the 
city’s website www.stratford.ca/santa.

Santa Claus Parade Route
Start - Lakeside Drive & Morenz Drive

Finish - St. Patrick Street & George Street
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HANGING IN THERE
The coronation royal oak tree outside of the Perth County Courthouse in Stratford in No-
vember, 2021. The tree has been a topic of discussion lately, as its been found to suffering 
from oak wilt.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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The Best "little" Diner in Town 

377 Huron St., Stratford 519-273-5296  www.madelynsdiner.ca
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For reasons that are her own, Dr. Alanna 
Fitzpatrick will not be getting vaccinat-
ed any time soon. And for those reasons, 
her employer has decided it’s better to not 
have her reporting to work for the foresee-
able future.

Fitzpatrick was one of 16 team members 
at the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
(HPHA) to be put on unpaid leave recently 
for not being compliant with the HPHA’s 
mandatory vaccination policy. Citing her 
medical condition, Fitzpatrick said she 
will not be taking any vaccines at the cur-
rent time and prefers to wait until more 
data becomes available.

“I’m very fortunate that I have a mathe-
matics degree and I’m a physician so I’m 
able to follow the data itself and interpret 
it for myself, given my particular medical 
condition,” she said. “Unfortunately, as 
more data came to light, I wasn’t able to 
take this particular vaccine at this time. 
As I have said before, I’m not against vac-
cines in general; I just like to weigh the 
individual merits of each vaccine as it 
comes to market.”

Fitzpatrick and her co-workers were put 
on leave as of October 28 for not doing as 
the rest of the HPHA’s 1,437 employees 
did by getting vaccinated. She said the re-
action from co-workers has been support-

ive, and her employers understand why 
she opted for this course. Fitzpatrick did, 
however, question why alternative options 
were not presented for those not wishing 
the vaccine.

“A lot of people voice their opinion that 
we do have other reasonable alternatives 
available to help mitigate risk, such as 

rapid testing,” she said. “They thought I 
should be allowed to continue to work.”

Andrew Williams, the president and 
chief executive officer for the HPHA, said 
that the next step in this process for those 
still unwilling to get vaccinated is a much 
more drastic one.

“Staff that are still not compliant by No-
vember 12 will be terminated, while phy-
sicians will have their privileges revoked,” 
he said. “The primary accountability of 
hospital boards in Ontario is the provision 
of a safe environment for staff and those 
using our facilities. As such, the Board of 
the HPHA endorsed mandatory vaccina-
tions for our team – midwives, physicians 
and staff – in August. Our initial position 
at that time was that we would implement 
if, by September 30, we had not achieved 
a 95 per cent vaccine rate. We adjusted 
that position to full compliance when we 
formalized our COVID-19 Immunization 
Policy in early September. With the Delta 
variant becoming more prevalent at that 
time, we felt full compliance was the saf-
est, most responsible approach.”

Ontario Premier Doug Ford then mud-
died the waters in a big way when he said 
on November 3 that he wasn’t going to 
make COVID-19 vaccinations mandatory 
for those working in health care as he sug-
gested it could have short-term ramifica-
tions on patient care that put them in real 
jeopardy. Williams said the HPHA has 

been very mindful of potential impacts 
throughout the pandemic and remains 
confident any short-term impacts have and 
can be mitigated.

“The biggest challenge facing health 
care is staffing, so we are constantly fo-
cusing on recruitment and retention, re-
gardless of this mandate” he said. “In 
saying that, our top accountability is the 
provision of a safe environment and en-
suring full vaccination is the best way to 
do this.”

Fitzpatrick supported Ford’s comments, 
saying she thinks it should be left up to in-
dividual hospitals to determine their own 
needs.

“Ontario has a very diverse geography 
with diverse needs, especially in health 
care,” she said. “So I definitely think it 
was the right call (by Premier Ford), espe-
cially for more rural and remote hospitals 
to be able to make that determination for 
themselves. The other good news about 
that is if individual hospitals, hopefully 
mine being one of them, decide to reverse 
or modify their policy they’ll be able to 
do so much more quickly and efficiently 
than if they had to jump through provin-
cial mandates to revise their policies. I 
think it’s a step in the right direction, but 
I would encourage him to go even further 
and to tell hospitals they should allow test-
ing as an alternative.”

Local surgeon speaks out following suspension

(TIEJA INC. PHOTO)

DR ALANNA FITZPATRICK

Fitzpatrick hopes for reversal of HPHA decision
MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

CONTINUED TO PAGE 5
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Re: Hayden Bulbrook's article about the three houses on 

Ontario Street and the Chancery proposed development 
(September).

It could be that the six City Councillors who recently 
voted in favour of the proposed Trow-Ontario-Queen 
development three blocks from the Festival Theatre had 
good intentions. It is, of course, good to promote in-fill 
and higher density housing rather than suburban sprawl.
Those in favour may also truly believe that the reason an 
official plan and City zoning are general is so they can be 
changed when a development is proposed that suits the 
City -- but does the Chancery project do so?

Coun. Danielle Ingram, one councillor in favour of the 
development, made the case that the amendment to high 
density housing in the official plan and zoning were not 
that big a deal because the broad and general nature of the 
plan "couldn't possibly consider ....every potential devel-
opment to come through."

Further to this, Coun. Ingram also gave as a reason for 
her support that "adding more types of housing ... particu-
larly options for young families priced out of the tradition-
al single family market" was desirable.

Though these general points are certainly commendable, 
they could just as well be seen as reasons NOT to support 
the proposed development. As residents of the area sur-
rounding it have made clear, they are very opposed to an 
intensification of housing in what is to them a "tiny, vital 
area" very visible to City visitors, in a strategic area close 
to both the Festival Theatre and road into the City. The 
fact that the current official plan allows for amendments 
should not mean that amendments need to be made.

Coun. Ingram's argument in favour of housing for fam-
ilies is similarly open to question and out-of-place when 

it involves the development of the street for families with 
children. Does she envision lots more kids playing on On-
tario Street, with loads more traffic added to the already 
heavy flow between Queen and Front Streets? As far as af-
fordability is concerned, nowhere do I find any any men-
tion of low-income housing in the Chancery proposal. To 
satisfy Coun. Ingram's desires, it would seem easier and 
preferable to turn to the Robert Ritz proposal that does not 
require an amendment and would allow for more housing 
diversity.

One likes to think that the concerns of residents will be 
taken into account in considering any new development, 
especially one whose urgency relates to such a vital and 
visible part of the City. Is it not the residents and the City, 
after all, that Councillors are supposed to be serving? In 
this case, in favouring the development, they seem to be 
working for the developers; everyone I have spoken to 
sees the proposed development as an unsightly blight they 
would like to stop.

There is a final vote to come before the proposed wall 
of housing goes ahead on Ontario Street and thereby 
renders the area's designation as a Heritage Area a joke 
while posing avoidable safety and visual concerns. How 
will the councillors who continue to vote for this project 
be remembered? They will certainly be remembered on 
election night if they continue their unreasonable support 
-- through an absence of checks beside their names.

Those who voted for it were councillors Bonnie Hen-
derson, Kathy Vassilakos, Jo-Dee Burbach, Brad Beatty, 
Graham Bunting and Mayor Dan Mathieson. Let them 
know you don't want it!

Sincerely,
Julia Schneider

Stratford

Matt Harris is coming home.
A Stratford native, Harris has 

joined Grant Haven Media as the 
new Regional Editor for the Strat-
ford Times and St. Marys Indepen-
dent. Having been a journalist for 
over 20 years, Matt has spent time 
reporting in Port Elgin, Grand Bend 
and Fergus/Elora at community 
newspapers. Additionally, he’s got 
experience with radio, community 
television, and multiple digital plat-
forms.

While Matt will confess that his 
first love was behind the shutter but-
ton of his grandfather’s Nikon F2, 
sports journalism came in a close second. That passion 
helped him garner seven OCNA & CCNA awards to date 
in his career, but he has a nose for news – be it pucks, 
protests or politics. Writing is one of his strengths, but 
it’s connecting with people and learning their stories that 

gets Matt excited to step into his 
new role.

“Having grown up in Stratford, 
something I always thought about 
was what it would be like to come 
back home and get a chance to work 
here and tell the stories of the people 
I grew up next to,” he said. “I would 
follow along what was happening 
from afar, but getting this chance to 
experience telling those stories now 
is going to be amazing.”

The homecoming will be ex-
tra sweet with the added duties in 
St. Marys, which just happens to 
be Matt’s new home town. With a 

strong staff already in place, he’s looking forward to dig-
ging in to the best stories this area has to offer.

“Both Stratford and St. Marys are target-rich when it 
comes to stories people want to read about,” he said. “I 
look forward to finding and bringing those stories to you.”

Stratford Times welcomes editor 
Matt Harris
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...Local surgeon speaks
Testing like what Fitzpatrick is pro-

posing is something both she and the 
HPHA were already doing. At least 
twice per week or once every 48 hours, 
Dr. Fitzpatrick would take a rapid test 
to check for COVID. Williams said that, 
prior to October 28, any non-compliant 
HPHA team members were required to 
provide a negative test result prior to 
their shift.

“As all who are currently working 
are now in compliance, that is no lon-
ger necessary – in saying that, there are 
some very specific medical exemptions 
to our policy, so in those rare cases test-
ing would continue,” he said.

Clearly, Fitzpatrick’s condition does 
not fall under the HPHA’s exemption 
requirements, and she’s worried about 
what this decision will do going for-
ward with a health care system already 
stretched thin for able bodies.

“There are highly skilled workers 
available who are ready and able to 
work but unfortunately they’re not al-
lowed to,” she said. “The sooner we can 
reverse these mandates the better. Not 
everyone is going to be able to just pick 
up their old positions as quickly as I am 
very lucky to be able to. I think there 
are potentially serious long-term conse-
quences for the health care system as a 
whole if we don’t put a stop to these ter-
minations as quickly as possible.”

Fitzpatrick’s specialty in plastic sur-
gery notwithstanding, she points out the 
dangers of how being short-staffed can 
affect other areas in hospitals, such as 
the growing documentation of nurses 
suffering from burn out. It’s not some-
thing you just put behind you and carry 
on.

“I think that yes, there will be (psy-

chological) effects from this being felt 
long-term,” she said. “That’s definitely 
a sentiment among a lot of health care 
workers who are feeling over-burdened 
when there are colleagues out there who 
would be willing to step in and shoulder 
the burden alongside them.”

In spite of her unclear future, Fitzpat-
rick says she and the HPHA both have 
the same idea in mind – keeping patients 
safe and helping them return to full 
health. Clearly, they just seeing achiev-
ing that in different ways.

“Even if I was personally vaccinated, 
I would still hold the position that other 
health care providers who are unvac-
cinated should be able to work under 
alternate accommodations, with either 
rapid testing or other mitigating protec-
tive strategies in place,” she said. “I’ll 
be honest – if I thought that I was unsafe 
towards my patients (with me) being un-
vaccinated, I would voluntarily resign 
or take a leave of absence. Patient care 
is my number one priority, but we are 
in a very fortunate position where we 
do have other technologies available 
to us that also help mitigate risk, and I 
would argue that more health care work-
ers should be taking advantage of these 
rapid test since we know that even vac-
cinated individuals can still carry and 
transmit COVID.”

So until a resolution arises, Fitzpatrick 
will remain sidelined. She already miss-
es her corkers at St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital and anticipates working with 
them once more.

“I absolutely loved operating out of St. 
Marys,” she said. “I thought that it was 
a wonderful, charming and really caring 
community hospital. And I cherish my 
time there and really miss them all – I 
hope I can go back one day soon.”

Continued from page 3
Former County warden 

Shearer passes away

David Shearer, one of the longest-serv-
ing wardens in Perth County history, 
passed away last month at his Knollcrest 
Lodge residence in Milverton. He was 83 
years old.

Shearer was predeceased by his wife, 
Donna Ruth Shearer (Kaye), in 2015. The 
couple, who were married for 49 years, 
had two children. He spent his career 
teaching until retirement beckoned him in 
1996.

Among his many pursuits were being 
involved in the Milverton community, 
especially as a long-time member of St. 
Paul’s United Church, the Royal Canadian 
Legion Milverton Branch 565, and minor 
sports.

In his political career, Shearer became 
the first person in more than 100 years 
to serve three consecutive terms as Perth 
County Warden with his election to the 
post, starting in 1998. He led a reconfig-
ured 10-representative county council 
at the time, and has been credited with 
some of the most news-making decisions 

in recent County history: boundary ad-
justments, land ambulance delivery and 
compensation for county roads. His work 
in the role helped usher in improved re-
lationships between the County, the city 
of Stratford and town of St. Marys, which 
in turn led to some of his biggest achieve-
ments.

Shearer’s term as warden came to an end 
in 2000 when Bob McTavish was elected 
by a slim 228-vote margin.

Jim Aitcheson, Perth County’s current 
warden, said in a statement that David 
was a proud citizen of Milverton and one 
of the driving forces behind the Perth East 
Recreation complex built there – calling it 
a part of Shearer’s legacy.

“On behalf of County Council and staff, 
I want to offer my sincere condolences to 
his family and friends,” Aitcheson said in 
his statement.

Flags were lowered to half-staff at all 
County facilities following Shearer’s pass-
ing. Cremation has already taken place 
with no formal service held.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Stratford Christmas Trail is 
back! Shopping in Stratford during 
the holiday season is a wonderful ex-
perience for all ages. You can shop for 
yourself, or family and friends and 
receive complimentary gifts upon pre-
sentation of your vouchers from per-
sonally selected destinations!

Create your own adventure and enjoy 
the festive atmosphere of Stratford and 
area’s unique artisanal stores. You can 
purchase your Christmas Trail tickets 
which include a total of 6 vouchers 
of your selection for the participating 
26 local merchants at the Destination 
Stratford office located on 47 Downie 
Street, or Bradshaws Kitchen Detail 
located at 129 Ontario Street for a total 
of $33.90 (including HST). The Christ-

mas Trail is available from November 
1st until December 20th. Don’t miss 
out on this unique experience! You 
are bound to check off a few names on 
your list, guaranteed. 

Lights On Stratford will commence 
again this year with the Winter Festi-
val of Lights starting December 17th 
through January 28th, 2022. Recent-
ly, Destination Stratford won a Tour-
ism Resiliency Award for Innovation 
from the Tourism Industry Associa-
tion of Ontario for last’s years’ brilliant 
Lights On display featured in the city. 
Last year, the festival was cut short for 
a month due to pandemic restrictions, 
but this year promises a six-week op-
portunity with all displays opening the 
same day, drawing visitors to the spec-
tacle and to enjoy all the merriment 
Stratford has to offer over the cold 
winter months. 

Christmas time in Stratford
LAUREN EEDY

Stratford Times Correspondent

St Marys, Perth South and surrounding area for all your 
support for my fundraiser! 

Thank you Marg and John Van Nes for hosting my event!

I am overwhelmed with gratitude to each and everyone 
of you that purchased BBQ tickets, 50/50 tickets and 
donations. 

I would like to especially thank the committee members that 
pulled my fundraiser together! I can not tell you how much 
this means to me! 
The Committee Members are: 
Marg Van Nes, Carolyn Klomp, Dianne Kruse, Sandy 
Brander, Brittany Petrie, Cheryl Otto

Several business donated their time and food for my 
fundraiser: 
Hahn Farms (1998) Ltd 
Perth County Pork Producers 
Towne and Country Cheese House 
Sassys from Thorndale 
Van Nes Farms 
Janice Mitchell Catering 
Cascades

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!!

50/50 was a total of $7,120, which was won by Janet Everitt 
from Advance Air, which she gave back to me.  Janet’s 
share was $3,560. 

My heart is so full!

- Debbie Sterkenburg

THANK YOU!!RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE!
JUST $10 + HST 

PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341
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The pandemic has proven diffi-
cult for small business but not for 
Karina Bogle of White-Balmer 
Shoes in Stratford. With hardship 
comes inspiration and Bogle is the 
2021 recipient of eBay Canada’s 
Emerging E-commerce Entrepre-
neur of the Year Award, winning 
a $10,000 prize.

When Bogle first bought the 
business in August of 2019, it 
was a homecoming of sorts as she 
had been a sales associate with 
White-Balmer throughout her 
high school years. When the for-
mer owners, Pat White and Glee 
Balmer, wanted to retire they 
contacted Bogle to gauge her in-
terest in taking over. Bogle had 
continued her career in shoe fash-
ion, and after studying marketing 
management at the University of 
Guelph, ultimately became Brand 
Manager for Canada’s oldest shoe 
distributing company, Baker Shoe 
Company.

“I knew I wanted to do some-
thing in the shoe industry, I didn’t 
know exactly what I would be 
doing,” explained Bogle. At Bak-
er Shoe Company her role was 
extensive, “I managed the com-
pany so I wore a lot of hats there, 
I did some marketing, some fi-
nance, I did a lot of design work, 
I travelled overseas to China and 
Vietnam and I would put togeth-
er collections to sell to the North 
American market. Experiencing 
the different cultures was real-
ly eye opening and I liked to go 
to the different factories and see 
how shoes are put together, so it 
opened my eyes to that part of the 

industry. 
With her global experience, 

Bogle was well prepared to buy 
White-Balmer shoes. What she 
wasn’t prepared for was a pan-
demic to shut down her newly ac-
quired storefront. 

“It was a little scary at first but 
I worked night after night to get 
the website up and running. That 
hadn’t been in my horizon for a 
few years down the road so it kind 
of lit my fire to get that going.”

There were 4 employees when 
the first shutdown happened and 
like many other small businesses 
Bogle had to let her staff go. As 
soon as she heard that they could 
be brought back, Bogle recalled 
her staff. Although two had found 
employment elsewhere, the re-
maining two, Jeannie Fielding and 

Katie McGrath returned and have 
been key in helping throughout 
the pandemic.

The first steps during the uncer-
tain times was to get the website 
going. Developing an online pres-
ence was the focus as that was 
the only sales tool they had at the 
time. The website worked fairly 
well, then it was tied into her eBay 
store. 

“I had sold some personal things 
on eBay, clothing, for years and 
years, so this made sense. The 
furthest reach so far is Australia, 
which is cool, because while peo-
ple are shopping for boots here I 
can still say goodbye to some san-
dals,” said Bogle.

She first heard of the awards 
when the information about them 
arrived in her email inbox. To 

qualify, you must be an estab-
lished eBay seller, and show how 
e-commerce has been incorporat-
ed into your business. 

“For the Emerging E-Com-
merce Award you had to show 
how you pivoted to online sales 
through the eBay channel,” ex-
plained Bogle. “I will continue to 
grow online though in-store is al-
ways going to be my number one 
priority. That’s what I love doing, 
but now that I see how successful 
online can be, it’s going to be done 
alongside.”

The biggest surprise from the 
online store is how fast it has tak-
en off, “I’ve only been online for 
a year now, so to see it go from 
nothing to at least one sale a day 
is really cool to see. It’s different 
from day to day, it can be from 
one sale a day to I think our best 
day was ten.”

One might think it’s as good as 
walk-in traffic, but not to Bogle. 
“Getting the walk-in traffic is way 
better, but it’s (online) nice icing 
on the cake. It’s also been really 
nice seeing the local community 
coming in and getting to know 
them a lot better because they 
sometimes get lost in the mix of 
the tourists so it’s nice to take a 
step back and spend time. All the 
love and support from the local 
community has been really nice,” 

This year, for the first time, 
White-Balmer Shoes will be par-
ticipating in the annual Christmas 
Trail, with hopes that it will bring 
in locals that may be new to the 
store.

With success comes growth, 
and the current staff of two is ex-
panding to four to help with the 
increase in demand. Sourcing em-

ployees has been a challenge, “it’s 
been a bit tricky, but I’m sure I’ve 
found some good ones,” she said.

This was the 17th year for the 
awards honouring Canadian small 
retailers who are achieving great 
success on eBay’s global market-
place. 

“eBay enables Canadian small 
businesses to instantly connect 
to more than 150 million active 
buyers around the world, giv-
ing them opportunities to build 
thriving global businesses with-
in local communities,” said Rob 
Bigler, general manager of eBay 
Canada in a press release. “eBay’s 
long-standing small business rec-
ognition awards shine a spotlight 
on the unwavering Canadian en-
trepreneurial spirit that lives on 
our global marketplace, with this 
year’s winners, despite persistent 
pandemic challenges, being no ex-
ception.”

Insider Intelligence’s Canada 
e-commerce forecast anticipates 
that by the end of this year, Cana-
dian retail e-commerce sales will 
reach $86.52 billion (CAD). This 
almost doubles 2019’s total and 
accounts for more than 13 per cent 
of all retail sales in 2021. 

“The Canadian retail landscape 
has shifted online as a result of the 
global pandemic, with small busi-
nesses, in particular, realizing the 
power of e-commerce and seeing 
new growth opportunities,” add-
ed Bigler. “The winners of this 
year’s Entrepeneur of the Year 
Awards illustrate how effective 
eBay’s global marketplace can be 
for small businesses, helping them 
succeed despite yet another chal-
lenging year from the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Karina Bogle is eBay Canadian Emerging 
E-commerce Entrepreneur of the Year 

LISA CHESTER-HANNA

Stratford Times Correspondent

(LISA CHESTER-HANNA/TIMES PHOTO)

Karina Bogle is the recipient of the eBay Canadian Emerging E-com-
merce Entrepreneur of the Year

Archives launches latest phase of Allward project
The Stratford-Perth Archives is excited 

to help launch the newest phase of the All-
ward Memorial Project. The Archives was 
approached by volunteers Nancy Stotts 
Jones and Lorna Harris who formed the 
Allward Memorial Committee to raise 

awareness of this unique memorial.
Working alongside Perth County Staff, 

Nancy and Lorna developed a new web-
page (www.perthcounty.ca/AllwardMe-
morial) featuring photography and six 
narrated videos celebrating Canadian 

sculptor Walter S. Allward 
and the war memorial de-
signed for Stratford and the 
nearby townships of Perth 
County after World War 
I. The videos are narrated 
by a variety of Stratford 
Festival actors and notable 
voices including: Richard 
Fitzpatrick, Ruth Barret, 
Geraint Wyn Davies, Peter 
Mansbridge, Lally Cadeau 
and R.H. Thompson.

As well as Allward’s 
career, the videos explore 
Canada’s role in World 
War 1 and the grief and 

gratitude inspired by the sacrifices made 
because of the war that can be seen in 
community war memorials like the one in 
Stratford and in others around the county.

History of the Allward Memorial
Discussions on a suitable war memori-

al for Stratford and the surrounding area 
started almost as soon as the first World 
War ended in 1918. By 1920 a group of 
citizens had come together to form the 
Soldiers War Memorial Committee. They 
collected $19,000 of the $25,000 needed to 
build a cenotaph from citizens of Stratford, 
North Easthope, Downie and Ellice Town-
ships. The rest of the cost of the Memorial 
was covered by grants from the municipal 
councils. The Stratford War Memorial was 
unveiled on November 6, 1922.

Nearly a century later, the Allward Me-
morial Project was founded to encourage 
discovery of the artist and to express grat-
itude to those honoured on his works. Be-
tween 1914-1918, more than 61,000 Cana-

dian lives were lost in the First World War. 
Many soldiers died overseas, their bodies 
never repatriated. Allward sought to hon-
our them in the memorials he crafted, the 
most famous of which is at Vimy Ridge in 
France. In his own words, that monument 
to Canada’s fallen represented “what we 
owed them and we will forever owe them”. 
More than a century later, beyond most 
living memory, our debt to them may feel 
like ancient history - yet it endures.

“Perth County is pleased to have the op-
portunity to host this important piece of 
local history.” said Warden Jim Aitcheson 
“As Remembrance Day approaches, it is 
important that we all take time to reflect 
on the sacrifices made by generations be-
fore us.”

This Remembrance Day, we encourage 
everyone to take a moment to learn and re-
flect on those lives lost and to learn more 
about this historic memorial by visiting:  
www.perthcounty.ca/AllwardMemorial.
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10 Downie street Stratford
519-301-0315

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 7 pm

Browse our selection of bongs, knives, hats, 
fashion jewelry, accessories and more!

Being nominated for a Canadi-
an Country Music Award (CCMA) 
award is a childhood dream come 
true for Stratford-native and for-
mer student and employee at The 
World’s Coolest Music Store in St. 
Marys, Callie McCullough.

The country artist’s debut album 
“After Midnight” is up for “Alter-
native Country Album of the Year” 
at this year’s CCMAs. The CCMA 
Award Week is being held in Lon-
don this year from November 26th 
to November 29th and McCullough 
will be performing at the Reviv-
al House in Stratford on Thursday, 
November 25th, with fellow World’s 
Coolest Music Store alumni and St. 
Marys resident Nicole VanMassen-
hoven, a.k.a. Williams Daughter.

McCullough explained that being 
in the alternative country category 
really means her music goes to more 
traditional roots of the genre. While 
mainstream country is trending 
more towards country-pop hybrids, 
McCullough said she has “a deep 

love for the roots, traditions, and 
sounds of Country, Bluegrass, Folk, 
and Celtic music,” and that the influ-
ences of each aforementioned genre 
can be heard on her album.

She also explained just how much 
this nomination means to her. “I 
grew up watching the CCMAs and 
dreaming of the day, so this is a 
really big moment.” McCullough 
attended Medway High School just 
outside of London and grew up in 
rural Perth County near Prospect 
Hill while working and taking les-
sons at The Worlds Coolest Music 
store in St. Marys. She later moved 
to Stratford while playing pubs and 
festival gigs all over Southwestern 
Ontario before moving to Nashville. 
The CCMAs are held annually in 
rotating cites across the country and 
this year they happen to be in Lon-
don. “The whole area is my home-
town which makes getting to share 
this milestone right here at home 
pretty amazing,” McCullough said.

Her performance at the Revival 
House is a long time coming for the 
singer, who was planning to put on 
a show in 2020 before the onset of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. “We ac-
tually planned to debut the album 
and start the Canadian tour at the 
Revival House back in March of 
2020,” McCullough explained, with 
her performance cancelled due to 
the pandemic. “But amidst the shut-
downs, I had the chance to shoot a 
music video at Revival House for 
a song off this record called ‘No 
Good Way’. It was really cool to see 
that piece of my hometown flying 
all over press articles from LA and 
Nashville.” She went on to credit 
Revival House owner and “long-
time friend” Rob Wigan for creat-
ing a premier destination for live 
music, entertainment and dining in 
the area, calling the Revival House 
“one of the most stunning venues 
and stages I have ever had the priv-
ilege to sing on.”

Tickets for the November 25th 
show cost $25 and are for sale 
online-only at ticketscene.ca or 
through revival.house. You can 
also follow Callie McCullough 
on social media @calliemc-
music and Williams Daughter  
@williamsdaughtermusic.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Callie McCullough performing at 
Revival House on November 26th

The City of Stratford has joined the 
County of Perth and municipalities of 
North Perth and South Perth in commit-
ting to reduce its greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 30 percent by the year 2030 and 
net-zero by 2050.

Since 2019, the City along with partner-
ing municipalities have had a Shared Cli-
mate Change Coordinator, which resulted 
in the development of the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Plan that was recently ad-
opted by City Council. According to the 
City’s Deputy Clerk Chris Bantock, the 
Plan was created to serve as a framework 
for the partner municipalities and com-
munity members across Perth County to 
reduce their emissions.

“As a member of the Partners for Cli-

mate Protection (PCP) Program,” Ban-
tock told the Times, “the City is also com-
mitted to following the PCP milestones. 
The next milestone for completion by the 
City was to set emissions reduction tar-
gets.” At the October 25th Council meet-
ing, the City adopted a resolution to set 
their emissions reduction target at 30 per-
cent by 2030 and net-zero by 2050.

The adoption of this emissions reduc-
tion target means the City will likely be 
hearing several project proposals in the 
coming years. One such project, said Ban-
tock, is a potential expansion of the City’s 
electric vehicle charging station program.

“Following direction from City Coun-
cil in May of this year, staff submitted an 
application to Natural Resources Canada, 
under the Zero Emission Vehicle Infra-
structure Program, for the funding of new 
EV charging stations. Funding decisions 

are expected to be received in December 
of this year.”

More immediately, according to Ban-
tock, the next steps for the City are to 
work with the Climate Change Coordi-
nator “to identify the City’s current in-
ventory of greenhouse gas emissions 
and compare that against the established 
baseline of 2017 emis-
sions.” Additionally, as di-
rected by Council at that 
same October 25th meet-
ing, “staff will be work-
ing to develop a Climate 
Change Implementation 
Plan and are required to 
conduct an annual review 
on the status of the City’s 
emissions reduction tar-
gets.”

The City has set up a 

Climate Change page on their official 
website, which residents can use as an 
educational and resource area for resi-
dents to see initiatives being taken by 
the City, action items for members of the 
public, and Frequently Asked Questions. 
That page can be found at www.stratford.
ca/en/live-here/climate-change.aspx.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

City of Stratford commits to reducing emissions by 30 percent by 2030
SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

HPHA adds physician assessments to 
COVID assessment centres

As of late October, The Huron 
Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) 
COVID-19 Assessment Centre in Strat-
ford has expanded its service to include 
on-site physician assessments for pa-
tients of all ages who are experiencing 
symptoms associated with COVID-19.

Those wishing to be examined at the 
Stratford Rotary Complex site must 
meet requirements for the more in-
depth examinations. Physicians will be 
at the Centre Monday through Friday, 
starting at 12 p.m. and going until 7:30 
p.m.

Anyone worried they may have con-
tracted the Novel Coronavirus can 

self-refer to the Centre for a test, and 
can get tested at any assessment centre 
if they are not showing signs and they 
meet the following list of criteria:

• You have been informed by your lo-
cal health unit or the COVID Alert app 
that you may have been exposed to a 
confirmed case of the virus

• You live or work in a setting that has 
a COVID-19 outbreak, as identified by 
the local public health unit

• You belong to a specific group out-
lined in guidance from the Chief Medi-
cal Officer of Health – such as workers 
or visitors of long-term care homes, 
farm workers, etc. Refer to the Ontar-

io government’s COVID information 
website for updates to which groups 
have been identified in this classifica-
tion.

The public is reminded that you can-
not be tested for travel requirements at 
assessment centres. To get tested for 
outbound international travel and re-
ceive a valid travel certificate, private 
testing is required at the individual’s 
own expense. Refer to the Huron Perth 
Public Health website for those testing 
locations.

The assessment centre at the Rotary 
Complex is open Monday-Friday from 
9:15 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.
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On Thursday, Nov. 25, we will all bear 
witness.

At least, that is the hope that Thea Sy-
monds and the Stop Violence Against 
Women Coordinating Committee of Perth 
County. On that day, the Committee will 
see three rallies held simultaneously in 
Stratford, St. Marys and Listowel in con-
junction with the United Nations Interna-
tional Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women. Symonds said the intent 
is to spread awareness that violence against 
women happens everywhere – even this 
close to home.

“Everyone has a part to plan in ending 
violence, and we want to engage as many 
people as possible in this campaign of 
standing in solidarity and demonstrating 
that we are all standing against violence 
against women,” she said.

The rallies will see those gathered stand-
ing and creating a human chain, with those 
taking part in the demonstration wearing 
purple to provide a visual representation of 
support. Symonds said anyone is welcome 
to join the event, and purple ribbons and 
masks will be given to participants to wear.

City Hall will be the location of the rally 
in Stratford, while town hall will host the 
St. Marys event. The one in Listowel will 
be at the town’s library. Each rally will run 

from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. But Symonds and 
the Committee are hoping the attention 
paid to this issue doesn’t end there.

“Any time during November, individu-
als or groups can demonstrate this solidar-
ity in their own way by taking a picture 
that includes the colour purple and a sign 

of what they are standing for,” she said. 
“Something like, ‘Standing Against Vi-
olence of Indigenous Women and Girls’ 
or ‘End Violence Against Women Now’. 
These photos can be sent to us or posted 
on social media with the tag @stopvawp-
erth being included.”

Planning the event in Perth County’s 
three largest communities is meant to 
show the violence women suffer doesn’t 
stop at a city’s limits and it needs to be the 
responsibility of everyone to make sure 
the cycle is broken and not repeated.

“Rural communities have unique expe-
riences with violence against women, as 
they often are smaller with fewer resourc-
es available,” Symonds said. “Transporta-
tion accessibility can also be a challenge. 
However, the services that do exist work 
really hard to mitigate these challenges 
and be accessible and available to anyone 
who needs help and support.”

The event is scheduled for the first day of 
The 16 Days of Activism (November 25 – 
December 10), an international campaign 
linking violence against women to human 
rights. Those 16 days link two significant 
dates, the second being the International 
Human Rights Day on December 10.

Statistics provided by Stop VAW Perth 
County on their website (collected for 
2020) report that there were 1,114 reports 
of violence, 1,343 crisis/help line calls, 
339 women and children in second stage 
shelter housing, with 38 more waitlisted.

Anyone who wishes to send their 
pictures to Stop VAW for their so-
cial media campaign can send them to 
stopvaw@wightman.ca. More informa-
tion on the Committee can be found at  
www.stopvawperth.ca

When it comes to animal rescues, there 
is nothing easy about it. The hours, the 
mental agility required, and the ability to 
deal with the emotional roller coaster it 
can take on you.

Angie Hurst is riding that roller coaster 
every day, but she’s hoping that help is on 
the horizon.

As the head of Out of the Ashes Large 
Animal Rescue, Hurst has spent the last 10 
years helping out horses, cattle, and even 
a few alpacas and water buffaloes by giv-
ing them a new home and a new life at the 
rescue. The barn, located behind Luck-
hart Transport Limited in Sebringville 
where she works her day job in the family 
business, is home to her four-legged fam-
ily and where by her own estimation she 
spends almost another 20 hours a week or 
more.

“I have one paid employee here, and the 
rest of the work is stuff we rely on volun-
teers for,” she said. “I could easily do five 
hours a day myself during the week and 
another 16 on the weekend. We have some 
volunteers who come in for a couple hours 
a week and others who are here for more. 
It takes a minimum of 60 hours to run this, 
and animals don’t follow a 9-to-5, Mon-
day-to-Friday schedule with their needs.”

Out of the Ashes got started when Hurst 
was asked by the SPCA to assist with a 
transport removal of a horse. That was 

followed by a request for fostering some 
of the animals they helped extract from 
bad or worse situations, which then turned 
into requests from the Guelph Humane 

Society. You get the picture.
“Some of the removals are through gov-

ernment agencies, but most – I’d say at 
least 90 per cent of them now – are from 

people who have reached out personally, 
or they are animals who’ve been surren-
dered,” she said. “We don’t want to go 
in and remove anyone’s animals without 
some kind of help. The last 1-2 years have 
been crazy with COVID-related rescues. 
Unfortunately we’re at the point where 
we’re full and can’t do anymore because 
we’ve run out of space.”

Becoming a non-profit organization last 
year helped, but Hurst said they have ap-
plied for full charitable status this year to 
take things up a notch and give her some 
much-needed breathing room on several 
fronts.

“Hopefully we’ll be approved within the 
next six months, since it’s a two-step pro-
cess,” she said. “We’ve made it through 
Step 1, and we’re just making sure that we 
qualify … putting our budgets out there 
and explaining what we’re about (to the 
Canada Revenue Agency). I’m hoping that 
once we’re able to give out receipts for do-
nations things will be better. We still have 
a lot of great people helping us out, giving 
anywhere from $5 to $500, whatever they 
can give. That’s huge to us when every 
dollar counts here.”

COMING SOON
Thea Symonds, the coordinator for the Stop Violence Against Women Perth County Com-
mittee, holds a sign up that the public is going to see more of. StopVAW Perth County has 
three rallies planned for November 25 – in Stratford, St. Marys and Listowel, all held at the 
same time to raise awareness on International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women.

HOPING FOR HELP
Angie Hurst gives a treat to just one of her resident horses at Out of the Ashes Large Ani-
mal Rescue just outside of Sebringville. Hurst has applied for charitable status in the hope 
the rescue can get some long-term help.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

Front and Centre
Rallies planned to draw needed attention to gender-based violence

Sebringville-area woman hopes to ensure long-term future for large animal rescue

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Her Hands Are Full
MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

CONTINUED TO PAGE 9
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

1. What Canadian wrote the war poem, “In 
Flanders Fields”?

2. Who are the only 3 players to have scored 
more NHL regular season goals than Alexander 
Ovechkin?

3. What is the name of the James Bond film 
released in 2021?

4. What is the name of the much-anticipated 
$10-billion space telescope being launched in 
December 2021?

5. How many Tim Hortons restaurants are in 
Stratford?

6. What is the only country in the world whose 
national flag is not rectangular (nor square) 
shape?

7. In what state was Taylor Swift born?

8. What is a group of frogs called?

9. What Italian astronomer invented the 
thermometer in 1592?

10. What is the largest fish species in the world?

Martha Henry and her legacy
How did one woman, in one lifetime, 

do it all?
• Graduate from the Carnegie Institute 

of Technology (now the Carnegie Mellon 
University) in Pittsburgh;

• Merit early graduation as a member 
of the first cohort of students at the Na-
tional Theatre School in 1960 when she 
was offered a role at Stratford and was 
advised by the School's director, Powys 
Thomas, to take it because she would 
learn more at the theatre in Stratford than 
at the Theatre School;

• Perform in 70 plays at Stratford, dat-
ing from 1962 to 2021;

• Perform as well in plays in Washing-
ton, D.C., London, England, and Toronto;

• Direct 14 plays;
• Win five Genie Awards (film) and 

four Gemini's (television) for her perfor-
mances;

• Serve as Artistic Director at the 
Grand Theatre in London, Ontario, from 
1988 to 1994 after leaving Stratford due 
to the way she and others were treated by 
the Stratford Board of Directors; while 
in London she programmed many new 

plays, including Tomson Highway's The 
Rez Sisters;

• Be named a Companion of the Order 
of Canada, member of the Order of On-
tario, and recipient of the Governor-Gen-

eral's Lifetime Achievement Award;
• Direct the Birmingham Conservato-

ry, Stratford's in-house acting program 
for young actors, from 2007 to 2010, 
and the Michael Langham Workshop for 

Classical Direction from 2017 to 2020;
*Be recognized with seven honorary 

doctorates
...while gaining the love and respect of 

everyone while doing so?
The first time I saw Martha Henry at 

Stratford it was as Titania, Queen of the 
Fairies, in the 1968 production of Mid-
summer Night's Dream; the last was as A 
in this year's Three Tall Women. I found 
the latter astonishing but the recent rev-
elation that her onstage role was so close 
to her own life leaves me speechless.

In a discussion I had with renowned 
Toronto theatre critic Herbert Whittaker 
in the early 1980's we agreed that Cana-
dian theatre needed more female actors; 
at the time only Frances Hyland and 
Martha Henry were household names, 
though there were many well-known 
male actors. To everyone's benefit, Mar-
tha Henry did much to remedy that sit-
uation through her personal example, 
teaching, mentorship, personal and pro-
fessional encouragement. The devotion 
of this beautiful, intelligent, determined, 
kind and gracious woman to the Theatre 
is the stuff of legends, and legends live 
forever.

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Correspondent

MARTHA'S LEGACY
Martha Henry as A in Three Tall Women

(V. TONY HAUSER PHOTO)

...Out of the Ashes
Should the charitable status be 

granted, Hurst is hopeful of landing 
some larger donations that would en-
able them to build a bigger home for 
the animals. She said they recently 
took in a horse who was pregnant be-
cause the horse and foal had no shelter 
where they were. Hurst was convinced 
the foal wouldn’t have made it without 
help.

“The hardest part about this job 
sometimes is staying positive, because 
there are so many times you get angry 
with people when you see the condition 
these animals come to us in,” she said, 
visibly trying to calm herself at the 

thought. “You have to find the energy 
to turn it around and find something 
good. The best part of this is seeing the 
life come back into their eyes. You see 
a horse who couldn’t walk when they 
arrived here and then they’re running 
in the pasture, or you see one who is so 
physically and emotionally broken on 
arrival that eventually comes back to 
life. We’ve had horses come in that we 
couldn’t touch for two years. The day 
that horse walked up and wanted to be 
touched was ground-breaking.”

Hurst hopes that once charitable sta-
tus is granted that more people begin 
to see that not only is Out of the Ashes 
around, but that they need bodies as 

much as they need bank accounts.
“Animals can’t ask for help, so I’ve 

learned that sometimes you just have 
to reach out to people for them,” she 
said. “We had a volunteer day recent-
ly, and I was expecting maybe 8-10 
people would show up. We had 32 
come out – that was an emotional 
day for me, seeing that there is sup-
port out there. People see there is a 
genuine need.”

People can find Out of the Ashes 
Large Animal Rescue on Facebook, 
and they can log on to https://animal-
rescuedonate.wixsite.com/website 
to keep up to date with the rescue’s 
activities.

Continued from page 8

Pettapiece announces expanded 
home care for local seniors

Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pet-
tapiece announced recently that the 
province is expanding the Communi-
ty Paramedicine for Long-Term Care 
Program in Perth County. Fully fund-
ed by the province, the expansion is 
part of a pilot program started in Oc-
tober 2020.

“Our government is fixing Ontar-
io’s long-term care system and im-
proving the care seniors receive,” said 
Pettapiece. “Local seniors will expe-
rience real improvements because of 
this expansion. 

“We know that waiting lists for 
long-term care are too long, and the 
government has been working quick-
ly to expand the number of spaces,” 
Pettapiece added. “But many seniors 
need more care immediately. The 
Community Paramedicine Program 
will provide high-quality care from 
the comfort of their home while they 

wait for a bed in long-term care.” 
The program works alongside pri-

mary care and home and community 
care to provide the following services 
to eligible seniors: access to health 
services through in-home and remote 
methods including online supports; 
non-emergency home visits and in-
home testing procedures; ongoing 
monitoring of vital signs to prevent 
escalation of chronic medical con-
ditions; and assessments, referrals, 
diagnostic procedures, and point-of 
care testing. 

Early feedback from participating 
communities has shown fewer hospi-
tal admissions and better integration 
with primary care. The expansion is 
part of a larger $82.5 million invest-
ment over three years to bring Para-
medicine to Perth County and 21 oth-
er communities. The program itself is 
operated in partnership with munic-

ipalities and District Social Services 
Administration Boards. 

In December 2020, Ontario 
launched the long-term care Staff-
ing Plan, which centers around the 
province’s commitment to delivering 
an average of four hours of care per 
resident per day. To meet this com-
mitment, the government is investing 
$4.9 billion over the next four years to 
help create 27,000 new positions for 
PSWs and nurses in long-term care. 
This funding will also support a 20 
per cent increase in direct care time 
by allied health professionals includ-
ing physiotherapists and social work-
ers over the next two years. 

“This program will help address 
capacity issues in our long-term 
care homes and provide better health 
outcomes,” Pettapiece concluded. 
“Home care will continue be a valued 
service for many local seniors.”

Dear Santa
Send us your letters to 
Santa to appear in our 

December issue!

stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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There have been two other 
Stratford Times newspapers -- 
in two other centuries. One was 
published from the 1876 to the 
early 1890s and the other from the 
mid-1960s to early 1970s. Both 
are preserved at Stratford-Perth 
Archives and offer glimpses of 
life here in times past. 

145 years ago, in November 
1876, Stratford citizens were con-
cerned about a possible exhibit 
of “19 beautiful French engrav-
ings of the female form” at City 
Hall, though perhaps more con-
cerned that a headless corpse had 
been found in a coffin floating in 
the Avon River. The town band 
played a concert in Shakespeare 
Square for Thanksgiving Day. 
Young scholars could apply to 
write their high school admission 
examinations by notifying C.J. 
MacGregor, Esq and Head Mas-
ter of the school. Anyone wishing 
for a holiday could take a “mam-
moth excursion” to Philadelphia 
to visit the United States’ “great 
centennial exhibition.” Shoppers 
could buy F.L. Mennig’s freshly 
pressed champagne cider from 
Sebringville, and, John Welsh’s 
Jewellery Store was already ad-

vertising “Xmas presents in large 
variety” on sale at “hard times 
prices.” 

There was also talk of an ex-
pansion at the Grand Trunk Rail-
way repair shops. The newspa-
per’s editorial of November 29, 
1876 made the case that both the 
GTR and the City would benefit 
greatly if the Brantford car shops 
“removed to Stratford.” 

 In late fall of 1876, the Times 
published an editorial about it: 

During last week a rumour 
was started in Brantford that the 
Grand Trunk Railway Compa-
ny’s car works located there were 
about to be removed to Stratford, 
and as a natural consequence, 
considerable excitement prevailed 
in our town over the prospect of 
obtaining these important works. 
Unlike most rumours, there were 
some grounds for this to rest upon. 

It appears that for some time past 
the officials of the Grand Trunk 
Railway have realized that the car 
works [from the Buffalo and Lake 
Huron Railway, that the GTR had 
purchased in 1869] were not situ-
ated in the proper place, and that 
continuing them in Brantford has 
only resulted in a great loss to the 
company, amounting in the year 
to about $40,000. This state of 
affairs cannot go on forever. At 
the time the car shops were built 
the bonus of $35,000 offered by 
Brantford overcame the scruples 
entertained by the Directors, and 
much against their own judge-
ment it was decided to accept the 
bonus, even if by doing so the 
shops were erected in an out of 
the way place. The experiment 
has been tried, and it has been a 
costly one for the company – they 
have lost five times the amount 

received from the town of Brant-
ford, and now the question of re-
moval to Stratford is being very 
seriously considered. Whatever 
determination may be arrived 
at by the authorities of the road, 
the matter is a very important 
one to Stratford. If the car shops 
come here they will employ over 
300 skilled mechanics, who will 
be removed from Brantford, and 
with their families, will increase 
our population to about 2,000 
raising us the status of a city at 
once. The new works would in 
all probability be erected along-
side the present shops, at a cost of 
about $30,000, and would fill up 
the entire vacant ground fronting 
on Patrick Street and the Downie 
road. We believe that in the event 
of their removal being decided 
upon, the company would re-
quire the property on which the 

Robertson house and the grain 
storehouses now stand and the 
privilege of using Shakespeare 
street, and putting in crossings on 
the Downie road, which we think 
could be obtained without much 
difficulty. From the Brantford pa-
pers we learn that the proposed 
removal is viewed with alarm…
Of the difficulties said to be ex-
isting between the Grand Trunk 
and the Canada Southern Rail-
ways, we know nothing, but we 
incline to the belief that this is not 
the principal cause of the talked 
of removal. The fact of the matter 
is simply this, - Stratford, from its 
central position, is the most suit-
able place for the car shops, and 
if they removed here it will be 
an immense yearly saving to the 
Grand Trunk Company.

For the full history of the 
railway shops in Stratford, see 
Dean Robinson’s book Railway 
Stratford Revisited. The colour 
postcard here, also from the Ar-
chives, shows the shops decades 
later when they were, indeed, 
greatly expanded and the larg-
est employer in Stratford. If you 
have any questions or comments 
about this article, please con-
tact Stratford-Perth Archives 
at archives@perthcounty.ca or  
519-271-0531, ext 259

MASTHEAD FROM THE PAST
A glimpse of the past Stratford Times from 1876.

G.T.R SHOP
A coloured postcard showing the Grand Trunk Railway shops.

Times Past from the Stratford-Perth Archives
BETTY JO BELTON

Contributor

(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES PHOTO)

(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES PHOTO)

Holiday safety tips from 
Stratford Fire Department

Here are some safety tips for the upcom-
ing holiday season, courtesy of the Strat-
ford Fire Department:

Indoors
• if you’re getting a natural Christmas 

tree, ensure it is fresh and make sure you 
water it to keep it fresh

• if you’re using an artificial tree, check 
the label or instructions for fire resistance

• check all holiday light cords for fraying 
and do not string too many together

• be careful when using candles – make 
sure they are out before leaving home

• as always, check your smoke/co alarms, 

and if you have visitors make sure they 
know your fire escape plan

Outdoors
• if you’re installing outdoor lighting, 

make sure it is designated for use outdoors
• be careful when using ladders – have 

someone support the ladder at the bottom 
and wear appropriate footwear for climbing 
a ladder

General
• when cooking, make sure you stay in the 

kitchen to keep an eye on in-use appliances
• conduct an annual inspection of appli-

ances, especially heating equipment
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CONTAINMENT AND 
NEGOTIATIONS LEAD TO SAFE 
APPREHENSION

On Monday, October 18, 2021 at 
4:00 p.m. the Stratford Police Service 
received a Form 2 Notice of Appre-
hension, issued by the Ontario Court of 
Justice. The notice authorized police to 
apprehend an individual, who was iden-
tified as a 52-year-old male resident of 
the Town of St Marys under the Mental 
Health Act, and transport that individ-
ual to hospital for assessment. Officers 
attended the residence and located the 
male inside of the home, shortly after 
4:30 p.m. The male immediately be-
came escalated and, while holding a 
knife he threatened to kill the officers. 
The officers did not enter the residence, 
and immediately backed away to con-
tain the male inside while beginning 
negotiations in an attempt to de-escalate 
the situation.The Stratford Police Ser-
vice Tactical Unit, along with a team of 
officers trained in crisis negotiation at-
tended the residence. Negotiations with 
the male were attempted throughout the 
night, while the male remained within 
the home. Shortly before 9:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021, after ap-
proximately 17 hours of attempted ne-
gotiations with the male, he was safely 
apprehended and transported to hospital 
without incident. Assistance was provid-
ed by officers from the Waterloo Region-
al Police Service, as well as a Mental 
Health clinician from the Huron-Perth 
Health Alliance, who attended to assist 
in this matter. Further to the Mental 
Health Act Apprehension, the 52-year-
old male was also charged with Utter-
ing Threats, Assault with a Weapon, and 
Possession of a Weapon for Dangerous 
Purpose. An Undertaking with issued to 
the male at the hospital, requiring him to 
attend court on November 22, 2021.
MALE ARRESTED IN 
HISTORICAL SEXUAL ASSAULT 
INVESTIGATION

Stratford Police have arrested a 
64-year-old male following a 6 month 
investigation into a historical sexual as-
sault that occurred in the City of Strat-
ford in the early 1980’s. The accused, 
identified as Robert Ritchie, was arrest-
ed in Sudbury and charged with Indecent 
Assault Male, as well as, Sexual Assault. 
It is alleged that between 1980 and 1985 
the accused was working at the Stratford 
YMCA as a lifeguard. Ritchie began to 
groom the victim when he was seven-
years-old, with the abuse ending when 
the victim was 11. During that time, 
Ritchie would seclude himself in loca-
tions at the YMCA where he would have 
the young boy sit on his lap. In these sit-
uations, Ritchie would touch the victim, 
and invite the victim to touch him back, 
all for a sexual purpose. In May of 2021 
the victim came forward to disclose the 
abuse, which police were able to cor-
roborate. Robert Ritchie was located in 
the City of Sudbury, Ontario, where on 
October 12, 2021 he was arrested on the 
above charges. Ritchie was released in 
Sudbury and is scheduled to appear in 
Stratford Court on November 29, 2021. 
Stratford Police are requesting anyone 
with information to contact D/Cst. P. 
McCallum at 519-271-4147 ext. 113.

Police Briefs

Stratford, North Perth, East Perth, 
West Perth, South Perth, and St. Marys 
residents can find out more about their 
local community safety and wellbeing 
plan online. 

A City of Stratford press release an-
nounced the joint Community Safety and 
Wellbeing plan (CSWB) and its website. 
The online platform outlines how the 
plan was developed, the key priorities, 
and ongoing activities to implement the 
plan. There is also a Partnership Council 
where members from each of the munic-
ipalities are there. 

In a joint email response to the Strat-
ford Times, Kim McElroy, the City of 
Stratford’s director of social services, and 
Chief of Police Greg Skinner said that 
the CSWB plan will make sure Stratford, 

Perth, and St. Marys residents can access 
the resources as needed.

“This plan is not meant to duplicate any 
ongoing services, rather bring an aware-
ness to them,” McElroy and Skinner said. 
“This is particularly the case for people 
who may face more challenges due to 
social, economic, and health-related risk 
factors as well as discrimination.”

The CSWB plan used focus groups, in-
terviews, and an online survey for its re-
search. The plan identified the following 
priority populations:

 • Indigenous people
 • LGBTQ+ people
 • People of Colour
 • Low-income households
 • People with addiction and mental 
health issues
 • Seniors
 • Youth
 • People experiencing homelessness

 • Newcomers
 • Immigrants
 • Women and families experiencing 
violence
All six of the municipalities said the 

top priority is health care access, with 
other higher priorities including commu-
nity belonging, safety and security, af-
fordable housing, system navigation, and 
improving services. The CSWB plan’s 
four main categories are social inclusion, 
access to health, social, and recreational 
services, systems planning and integra-
tion, and access to affordable housing. 

The Community Safety and Well-Be-
ing Partnership Council, who overseas 
and implements the plan, involves mem-
bers of all six municipalities from para-
medics, police, social services, and oth-
ers.

To learn more about the plan, visit 
cswb-stratfordperthstmarys.com. 

Regional community safety and 
wellbeing website launches

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

Lights On claims TIAO award
2021’s theme: An Act Of Traveling From One Place To Another
Lights On Stratford has earned a Tour-

ism Industry Association of Ontario’s 2021 
Ontario Tourism Resiliency Award for the 
Winter category.

Zac Gribble, the executive director of 
Destination Stratford (formerly the Strat-
ford Tourism Alliance) said it’s incredible 
to be recognized for this provincial award 
and he credits the wealth of local talent that 
helped them pull the resources together and 
make it the shining light it was.

“We had some of the best lighting design-
ers in the world here, and they were avail-
able for us to work with because of what 
was going on,” he said. “There are a lot of 
light festivals out there, but with the ‘Made 
In Stratford’ element to this one, I think that 
helped set us apart. Getting that recognition 
is a testament to the fact we’re on the right 
track here, and we’re continually trying to 

up the game.”
Last year’s event wasn’t quite last-min-

ute, but it went from concept to reality in 
less than three months. The result helped to 
highlight the city’s best heritage buildings, 
parks, theatres and store fronts. Gribble is 
pretty excited about this year’s showcase, 
too.

“We have been able to leverage Stratford’s 
reputation in and out of the Festival’s sphere 
of influence, and honestly we’ve never had 
a better opportunity to pilot projects like 
Lights On than during this pandemic,” he 
said. “We want to draw 100,000 people to 
this over the six-week period it will run, 
helping us build on the critical mass of mo-
mentum last year’s event helped create.”

Pointing out the success that Stratford 
Summer Music had with their ‘Museum 
of the Moon’ display at Tom Patterson Is-

land, Gribble said that Destination Stratford 
worked with the city to fix drainage issues 
on the Island to help make the experience 
better for everyone.

“Lights On has a lot of unique things 
planned for this year’s event, and I think 
it really celebrates our local assets in new 
ways for both locals and visitors to en-
joy,” he said. “We’re excited to unveil the 
‘Shakespearean Garden of 1,000 Lights’, 
which is something we had done last year 
but couldn’t show off. The town will come 
to life this winter when most tourism is 
usually closed. I think we’ll be positioned 
to come out of the pandemic stronger.” 

A complete list of the TIAO winners can 
be found at https://www.tiaontario.ca/cpag-
es/2021-finalists-and-winners, while the 
more information on Lights On is available 
at https://lightsonstratford.ca.
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There is a tendency to overlook the 
Royal Canadian Legion throughout most 
of the calendar year and only turn our at-
tention to it when November rolls around. 
But just as poppies are ubiquitous at this 
time of year, the Legion can lay claim to 
that distinction no matter the season.

Stratford Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 8 is among the oldest in Ontar-
io, and it has seen its numbers rise and 
fall with the times. But whether it was 
during the early days when their numbers 
were around 1,500, or closer to now with 
a base of just under 300, they stand and 
deliver when called upon.

As president of the Stratford branch, 
Dale Bast points out they are more than 
just the assembled veterans, family and 
affiliated members who march to the 
Cenotaph each year. They see themselves 
as an integral part of the community.

“Our hall is a community centre for 
many activities – celebrations of life, 
wedding receptions, cadet training and 
children’s sports,” he said. “We have a 
strong relationship with our neighbouring 
businesses, and we belong to the Cham-
ber of Commerce. That is the Legion in 
a nutshell.”

A former history teacher, Bast is an 
affiliate member who takes his role with 
the Legion as seriously as he did with his 
students. It helps that the history junkie 
in him gets fed through this involvement 
– trips to Juno Beach, Dieppe and Vimy 
Ridge among the more memorable things 
he’s experienced.

“I’ve been there and I know the price 
these guys paid,” he said. “In 2017, I 
joined 25,000 other Canadians on April 
9 at the 100th anniversary event at Vimy. 
The ceremony lasted four hours, and it 
was a visually stunning event.”

Since membership is not restricted to 
military veterans, Bast said the Legion 

tries to host events like meat draws, spe-
cial monthly luncheons and dinner, and 
musical events – but they don’t forget 
their own either.

“We provide support and care for all 
former and current Canadian military 
personnel and their spouses, partners and 
dependents,” he said. “Our Branch Ser-
vice Officer, with the support of Veterans 
Affairs Canada, will consult and recom-
mend assistance for a wide range of health 
care and social assistance for which they 
are eligible. Things like hearing aids, foot 
and eye care, stress management and oth-
er physical conditions.”

Communication between branches 
helps the Legion keep up on what the 
most pressing or current issues are, and 
Bast said they do whatever they can to 
make sure they keep their finger on the 
pulse of what’s going on.

Roll of Honour 2020-2021
The following are members of the Roll 

of Honour for the last year:

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 8 Strat-
ford

George A. Whitehead, Robert Kydd, 
Robert W. Moorehead, Gordon Landers, 
Captain Ken Landers, Raymond Furlong, 
Rev. Dr. Donald Wright, Stanley Paplins-
ki, David MacArthur, Paul Millar, Robert 
Steckly, Bruce Murch, Leonard Petrie, 
Fred Gladding, Jim Killoran, Lt. Col. A. 
John Lawson, Jack Taylor, James Scott, 
Major Gary Bart, John David Ramier, 
Deanna LaValley.

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 8 Ladies 
Auxiliary

Maureen Smith, Deanna LaValley.
Army Navy Air Force Unit 261 Strat-

ford
John T. Sears, Adrian Dunsmoor, Barry 

Jesson, Bud Graper, Robert Steckly, Bob 
de LaFranier.

Army Navy Air Force Unit 261 Ladies 
Auxiliary

Linda Morgan, Marjorie Weber, Mary 
Ann Huggert, Celine Laviolette

STRATFORDTIMES PICK UP 
LOCATIONS

Email stratfordtimes@gmail.com to suggest other pick up locations!

Faces new and old help venerable organization
Stratford Legion marches onward

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Councillor Sebben also chimed in with 
his reasoning for opposing the develop-
ment, noting the unique nature of this 
project.

“There’s typically two sides in public 
opinion when there’s something before 
Council and, what’s different for me in 
this case is that the people in favour of 
this development aren’t for an Official 
Plan change or a change to high-density, 
necessarily,” he said. “The proponents 
are for developing that space because the 
Golden Bamboo restaurant has been an 
eyesore for a long time. This discussion, 
I don’t think, is about whether to develop 
or not; I think everyone would like to see 
that area better utilized. For me, this is 
about whether I’m happy with the Official 
Plan we have now or do I want to see a 
higher development in a residential area, 

and I don’t.”
The belief among those supporting it is 

that Chancery Developments, the build-
ers behind the project, have made con-
cessions over the last year to address con-
cerns of members of the public and have 
already reduced the project’s footprint. 
More importantly, Councillors Burbach 
and Vassilakos specifically mentioned 
the need for more supply in the housing 
market, especially for young families and 
young professionals. There is further de-
bate over whether or not some or all of the 
units will actually come with price tags 
affordable for young adults.

“At no point should we forget that mar-
ket housing is something part of what we 
don’t have enough of,” said Vassilakos, 
who pointed out that Ontario Street is 
greatly short on housing units across the 
board, adding that she is in favour of a 

balanced approach that does include some 
high-density projects as long as they ar-
en’t too high-density.

“When you have a community that has a 
real mix of housing types that’s street-ori-
ented, close to amenities, and walkable,” 
added Vassilakos, “those are the kinds of 
things we should be looking to do when 
we do in-fill, and I think this does it.”

Environmental concerns were also 
raised with regards to the process of de-
molishing the existing buildings on the 
land. Those in favour, however, stated that 
they believe the long-term environmental 
effects would be positive with higher res-
idential density leading to residents using 
more environmentally-friendly modes of 
transport. 

“When you add density,” said Vassila-
kos, “you increase active transportation, 
you increase transit use, and you decrease 

car use.” 
Council approved the amendment to the 

Official Plan and zoning change to allow 
for the construction of the stacked town-
houses but the project's Site Plan has not 
yet been approved. There are environmen-
tal concerns over how the project would be 
built currently such as construction waste 
and the inclusion of amenities like electric 
vehicle charging stations, energy-efficient 
windows, etc. Additionally, the project 
has also raised significant questions about 
a lack of accessibility which hasn't been 
clearly demonstrated. The City Council is 
requiring the developer to submit the Site 
Plan for review by City staff, which will 
begin a much more detailed process of 
what exactly will happen on the property, 
including making sure the project meets 
the City's environmental and accessibility 
targets.

...Ontario Street stacked townhouses
Continued from front
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Heritage can be daunting; it is 
often controversial. Sometimes 
it is stigmatized as NIMBY-
ism, as elitist, and as directed 
by people who oppose or even 
fear change. Yet, I would argue 
that the public’s knowledge of 
heritage is sometimes misguid-
ed and, to be frank, sometimes 
downright incorrect. Now, I, as 
someone who works in cultural 
heritage, will fully admit that 
the blame for a lot of this igno-
rance comes down to the lack 
of communication amongst the 
heritage community to the gen-
eral public. We make assump-
tions that people know the dif-
ference between a designated 
property and a listed property 
or know the difference between 
a Heritage Conservation District 
and, say, the heritage corridor of 
the City of Stratford’s Official 
Plan. 

It is at this point that I hope to 
dispel some of the myths behind 
heritage and clarify other de-
tails, as I focus on distinguishing 
various heritage designations 
and other heritage resources and 
tools. Much of this focuses on 
the most daunting of daunting 
heritage resources and tools, the 
Ontario Heritage Act (referred 
throughout as OHA). The OHA 
came into effect on March 5th, 
1975. At its most basic, its pur-
pose, according to the Ministry 
of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and 
Culture Industries, is “to give 
municipalities and the provin-
cial government powers to pre-
serve the heritage of Ontario” — 
which can be achieved through 
designating properties or dis-
tricts that have cultural heritage 

value or interest, as well as list-
ing non-designated properties 
on a municipal register. 

Without delving into too much 
detail, the OHA was strength-
ened in 2005, namely through 
closing a “cooling off” loophole 
that allowed a landowner want-
ing to demolish a designated 
building to wait out a 180-day 
period, intended to provide 
time for alternatives to be con-
sidered, until that time period 
expired, when they could then 
proceed with demolition. Now, 
if a demolition permit is refused, 
a landowner may appeal to a 
provincial tribunal for a binding 
decision. Until recently this was 
the Ontario Municipal Board 
and is now the Ontario Land 
Tribunal. 

Individual Property Desig-
nations (Part IV of the Ontar-

io Heritage Act)
For individual properties, On-

tario Regulation 9/06 outlines 
criteria for determining cultural 
heritage value or interest where-
by a “property may be designated 
under section 29 of the Act if it 
meets one or more of the follow-
ing criteria:” 

• Design value or physical val-
ue;

• Historical value or associative 
value; or 

• Contextual value.
Each of these criteria have 

three subjects. Design value may 
be in the high level of craftsman-
ship displayed in the architecture 
while historical or associative 
value may derive from a prop-
erty’s direct association with a 
person in the community. Con-
textual value could be a proper-
ty’s physical or historical link to 
its surroundings. A Statement of 
Cultural Heritage Value or Inter-
est must reflect one or more of 
the standard designation criteria 
mentioned above. A description 
of heritage attributes such as an 
explanation of a building’s style, 
massing, or materials, must also 
be provided. 

Written consent from council 
must be obtained if an owner 
wishes to demolish or remove 
a building or structure from a 
designated property, or to make 
alterations affecting the heritage 
attributes.

In Stratford, there are 89 prop-
erties designated under Part IV of 
the OHA.

Heritage Conservation Dis-
tricts (Part V of the Ontario 

Heritage Act) 
As the Ontario Heritage Tool-

kit – which is a series of guides 
providing heritage information to 
municipalities, property owners, 
etc. – states, Part V of the OHA 
gives municipalities the ability 
“to designate the entire munici-
pality or any defined area or areas 
of the municipality as a Heritage 
Conservation District (HCD).” 
The purpose is that it “enables the 
council of a municipality to man-
age and guide future change in the 
district, through adoption of a dis-
trict plan with policies and guide-
lines for conservation, protection 
and enhancement of the area’s 
special character.”

HCDs are an effective tool to 
protect the identity of a neighbour-
hood or district. After all, with an 
HCD it is a matter of the whole 
being greater than the sum of its 
parts. To determine the values and 
attributes that contribute to a dis-
trict’s character, the proposed area 
is studied before it is designated.

Despite rich and diverse heri-
tage across Stratford’s five wards, 
it only has one HCD, the Stratford 
City Centre Core, which was es-
tablished on October 27th, 1997 
and comprises the downtown with 
borders along the west side of 
Waterloo Street South down to a 
wedge on Downie Street between 
Douro and Falstaff streets, west-
ward along the north side of St. 
Patrick Street, jutting northward 
along the rear properties of Erie 
Street before moving west again 
encompassing the public library 
and much of St. Andrew Street 
before enclosing itself along the 
southern shoreline of the Avon 
River. A group of dedicated heri-
tage advocates are looking to des-
ignate the historic part of Hamlet 
Ward and other rumblings are 
being made in at least three other 
wards. Stratfordites care about the 
city’s rich heritage.

Listed Properties
Listed properties are a less ro-

bust but nonetheless effective 
tool to preserve heritage. When a 
property is listed on the Non-Des-
ignated Properties part of the City 

of Stratford’s Municipal Heritage 
Register, the OHA requires that 
60 days written notice of intent to 
demolish or remove any structure 
or building located on the prop-
erty must be given by a property 
owner. The purpose is to afford 
Heritage Stratford and city coun-
cil “the opportunity to discuss al-
ternatives to demolition, to obtain 
photo-documentation of the prop-
erty prior to demolition or time to 
proceed with intent to designate 
the property under the Ontario 
Heritage Act.” Currently, there 
are 36 non-designated properties 
listed on the City of Stratford’s 
Municipal Heritage Register.

Designation, whether through 
Part IV or Part V of the OHA, is 
a tool that can be used to protect 
cultural heritage resources from 
demolition and unsympathetic 
alterations, and to therefore help 
establish or preserve a sense of 
place, community, and identity. 
Although it doesn’t offer the same 
protection as designation, listing a 
property on the City of Stratford’s 
Municipal Heritage Register is 
an effective tool that allows the 
municipality 60 days to work to-
ward the ideal goal of designation 
before a demolition permit can be 
issued. Furthermore, it is a way 
to educate the public on heritage 
tools and on local history. 

What is important to remem-
ber is that heritage properties are 
not incongruent to the notion of 
change, but designation and list-
ing are ways to ensure the prop-
er management of change. Going 
beyond designation, it would be 
wonderful to see the City of Strat-
ford provide financial incentives 
for property owners to maintain 
their heritage property – whether 
designated or not – say, through 
grants as municipalities like Lon-
don or Ottawa do. Stratford has 
a wealth of heritage properties 
whether designated, listed, or nei-
ther. It is important to use our her-
itage tools, as well as education on 
topics such as this, to preserve our 
heritage.

Heritage 101: Distinguishing Heritage Designations, etc.
HAYDEN BULBROOK

Contributor

258 Wellington Street was designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heri-
tage Act in 2004.

30-32 Waterloo Street South, first occupied by Thomas Orr, is listed on 
the City of Stratford’s Non-Designated Properties Municipal Heritage 
Register. 

Stratford City Hall is designated under Part IV and Part V of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)
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Now the City of Stratford’s fire chief, 
John Paradis served in the military for 25 
years. The retired Royal Canadian Regi-
ment member also served for the Cana-
dian Army. Over the years, Paradis was 
part of many domestic and overseas oper-
ations and he would always find a way to 
take the time to reflect on Remembrance 
Day and participate in a parade, if pos-
sible. 

A Remembrance Day Ceremony was 
held during a mission during the Bos-

nian War in what used to be known as 
Yugoslavia, for example, after engineers 
checked the grass for mines. 

“We took a moment out during oper-
ations and the engineers cleared a big 
enough piece of grass. It was mine-free 
and we held a ceremony right there. Not 
many people can say that,” he said. 

Remembrance Day is a moment of re-
flection in many ways for him.

“I'm reflecting back on just the wonder-
ful freedoms we enjoy today because of 
those that have served in World War I and 
World War II and we have many World 
War II veterans still alive today, but also 

those who have made the ultimate sacri-
fice just during my time in the military,” 
Paradis said. “I have lost a lot of close 
friends and a lot of acquaintances that I 
knew but I didn't know that well, but we 
served together over the many years, so 
it's definitely a moment of reflection for 
me and my family for the amount of the 
time they followed me around the coun-
try from move to move.” 

To continue honouring veterans, Par-
adis said to wear a poppy leading up to 
Remembrance Day. He added that since 
Stratford is a pro-veteran community, 
there are many people walking around 

wearing poppies on shirts, jackets, and 
sweaters. Taking the time to thank a vet-
eran for their service also goes a long 
way. 

“I know people that had seen me wheth-
er I'm in uniform and they see the ribbons 
on my work shirt or if they just know that 
I'm a veteran, and sometimes, it catches 
me off guard because it's people I didn't 
know even knew I served in the military." 
Paradis said. “They say thank you for 
your service and I'm quick to say 'Thank 
you,' back and it always strikes up a nice 
conversation and it really means a lot and 
it goes a long way.”

Remembrance Day a moment of reflection for Paradis
EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

Dayna Manning sings ‘God Save The Queen’ as the Rev. Canon Dr. Lorne Mitchell looks on.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 8 President Dale Bast salutes following the laying of the 
branch’s wreath.

Just some of the poppy-laden wreaths that adorn the Stratford Cenotaph at the conclusion 
of the service.

Chief Warrant Officer Arthur H. Boon reads the order of the Placing of the Wreaths during 
the service.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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Reprieve, by James Han Mattson
@SPL: FIC Matts
Reprieve, by James Han Mattson, is a 

haunted house book with several twists 
and the perfect amount of gore. The book 
centres around a full-contact haunted 
house attraction called 
Quigley House, in which 
a young man is murdered 
during a tour. I’m not giv-
ing anything away; the 
murder is revealed in the 
first pages. 

From there, the novel fol-
lows a cast of characters, 
as the reader races to piece 
together how the murder 
happened, and who was 
responsible. The plot itself 
is full of suspense, but the 
novel brings an extra twist, 
in that it offers a scathing 
critique of Midwest Amer-
ican culture. 

Characters include Kendra, a young, 
goth Black girl who moves to Nebraska 
following the death of her father and winds 

up working at Quigley House, her lovelorn 
sports-star cousin Bryan, his roommate, 
Jaidee, a gay student from Thailand trying 
his best to fit into Nebraska, and Leonard, 
a middle-aged hotel manager drawn into 
an incel mindset by his friend John - the 

narcissistic, sadistic owner 
of Quigley House.

Many of the novel’s hair-
pin twists and turns come 
from characters navigating 
the ways their own identities 
intersect with Midwestern 
culture; Mattson is sharp-
est when picking apart the 
layers of racism and ho-
mophobia his characters 
experience, including the 
internalized varieties. 

In the end, what happens 
inside the house is a chilling 
microcosm of the power dy-
namics at play in society. In 

many ways, it feels like Jordan Peele’s hit 
movie Get Out. Reprieve is a fast-paced, 
terrifying read that shows the monster 
lives in all of us and feeds on power. 

Queer Book of the Month Club

PUBLIC INPUT INVITED - 
STRATFORD LANDFILL SITE

The City of Stratford welcomes feedback on the operation of its Romeo Street land-
fill site, and there are several options to provide it.
Comments can be made to the Infrastructure and Development Services depart-
ment by calling 519-271-0250 extension 261 or by emailing mcronin@stratford.ca 
by Friday, November 5, 2021. Comments received will be included with the agenda 
for the meeting.
Citizens are also invited to comment on the operation of the landfill site at the up-
coming Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee meeting sched-
uled for Wednesday, November 24, 2021, at 3:30 p.m., by requesting to appear as 
a delegation.
Delegation requests can be made by completing the Delegation Request Form, 
available on the City’s website at https://forms.stratford.ca/IT-Services/Clerks-Cor-
porate-Services/Delegation-Request-Form. Alternatively, requests can be made by 
contacting the City Clerk at clerks@stratford.ca. Requests to appear as a delegation 
must be submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 16, 2021. Details 
for participating in the meeting will be provided once the request is confirmed. 
This meeting will be held electronically via Zoom and a link to watch the meeting 
while in progress will be available on the first page of the Sub-committee agenda 
at the following link:
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2021-11-24-1530-Infrastructure-
Transportation-and-Safety-Sub-commi
Answers to some frequently asked questions about the Stratford Landfill Site can 
be found on the City’s website at https://www.stratford.ca/en/live-here/landfill-faq.
aspx

WINTER PARKING ENFORCEMENT HOURS
Running from November 1st to March 31st, winter parking enforcement hours will 
be in effect from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Saturday (excluding holidays). 
This is a reoccurring change in parking enforcement hours that takes place each 
November in accordance with the City’s Traffic and Parking By-law.

2021 JAMES ANDERSON AWARD NOMINATIONS
Heritage Stratford will be presenting the 2021 James Anderson Award to one or 
more recipients. The award is given to a person or persons who have made signifi-
cant contributions to our heritage.
Eligible individuals or small groups who have made a significant contribution to 
the community of Stratford in the area of built, cultural or natural heritage preser-
vation or heritage garden conservation.
Deadline for nominations: Friday, January 7, 2022
Applications and further details on the James Anderson Award can be found on the 
City of Stratford website or contact adviscom@stratford.ca

Telephone: 519-271-0250 www.stratford.ca

‘Tis the season to shop local
Stratford’s economic drivers highlight local perks ahead of holiday season

Admittedly, this is going to take a little 
effort on your part. At least it’ll be worth 
it.

That’s the underlying message from 
Eddie Matthews and the Stratford & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce as the holi-
day season approaches and local shoppers 
and shop owners alike begin to gear up for 
their second Christmas of this pandemic.

“When it’s so easy to do it online from 
the comfort of your home, that’s a huge 
challenge,” Matthews said, talking about 
how the Chamber is looking for ways to 
promote locals spending their holiday 
dollars in town. “We need people to re-
member that Amazon won’t support your 
kid’s hockey team.”

As general manager of the Chamber, 
Matthews and his crew have taken some 
unique steps to show people just what 
supporting local merchants means to 
them. A forthcoming video campaign 
called ‘Lights Out’ shows just what could 
happen to stores and store-owners in 
Stratford if people keep opting for the 
quick and easy online or big box store 
route.

“If you don’t support local, ‘main street’ 
and small businesses, they’ll have to turn 
out their lights,” he said. “We need people 
to remember that. It’s quite easy to be sit-
ting at home when the snow’s flying and 
its cold out and you can order from the 
comfort of your phone. But afterwards, 
you hear people saying they got the same 
thing downtown or out at the mall. I hope 
people feel a little bit guilty about that. I 
know you can probably save a few bucks 
shopping online but when you get it in 
town, that’s what we want people to re-
member – we don’t have a community 
without small business.”

The current COVID-19 pandemic has 
only served to highlight the ease of online 
shopping from big box stores, resulting in 
the need to get really creative. Matthews 
points to how local shops and food-ser-
vice businesses have pivoted on the fly 
to meet the demands they now face. 
Restaurants that were once primarily sit-
down places have opted to go for mostly 
take-out and delivery, and Matthews said 
they’re not likely to switch back.

“I talked with Jeff over at Freeland’s 
Diner, and his business model when he 
bought it didn’t mean 50 per cent capac-
ity,” he said. “And now that we’ve got 
the colder weather coming, this is where 
we’re going to see people get more cre-
ative. We were lucky that we had tourists 
coming to town this summer despite not 
having a full theatre season. The colder 
temperatures mean we’re going to have to 
get creative – it sounds corny, but team-
work is what will get us through this.”

So yeah, the cold weather. Just like 
death and taxes, it’s something we can’t 
avoid, especially as Canadians. But one 
man’s snowstorm and piles of snow is 
another man’s opportunity. Zac Gribble 
and his staff at Destination Stratford (for-
merly the Stratford Tourism Alliance) are 
fully embracing the cold and have a plan 
to really light it up, along with the local 
economy.

“Normally with destination marketing, 
you’re aiming to bring people from fur-
ther afield in to your town, and we’re fac-
ing an economic and health crisis we’ve 
never seen, so that got us to turn out lens 
locally,” Gribble said. “In talking with lo-
cals as we go through this recovery phase, 
we began looking at tourism businesses 
and how we could increase our support of 
the local community.”

The result of their efforts is Lights On 
Stratford – a six-week winter festival that 

will literally light up different sections 
of the city with unique displays. Gribble 
said it’s a win-win idea for Stratford and 
local merchants.

“It puts a big focus on downtown, but 
it’s free and it helps to generate activity,” 
he said. “I think people appreciate that 
something is happening, and that in turn 
is helping to support local stores.”

As Lights On Stratford and other proj-
ects have progressed, Gribble said they’ve 
seen great success luring people to town 
from Kitchener-Waterloo and London 
with glowing feedback coming their way.

“We’ve been hearing that people are 
seeing Stratford as a rediscovered gem,” 
he said. “It took a pandemic to realize 
that, and we’ve celebrated and amped 
up that message. I’m proud of the work 
Joani Gerber and InvestStratford did with 
their (economic recovery) task force have 
done. The early strategic investing in 
solving the immediate problem we did is 
paying off, and the lifetime value of this 
will be here for years to come.”

For a more detailed list of local 
shopping and upcoming events, go to  
www.visitstratford.ca.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor
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Sammie Orr never intended to 
become an environmental activ-
ist.

Orr, a Grade 11 student at 
Stratford District Secondary 
School, admits that picking up 
the charge to defend our planet 
wasn’t on her ‘to-do’ list at any 
point in her young life. A natu-
ral curiosity about the way the 
environment worked around her 
caught her interest, and when 
she saw what humanity was ac-
tually doing to it was the inflec-
tion point.

“When I learned that we were 
affecting and harming (the en-
vironment), I wanted to learn 
more,” she said. “I became in-
volved in local environmental 
groups, which then led me to 
begin speaking out on climate 
change. For me, I love to learn 
about all areas of the environ-
ment, but I can really connect 
with and understand areas that 
are closer to home.”

Given that Stratford is in the 
heart of rich agricultural land, 
Orr has found herself gravitat-
ing to gaining knowledge on 
sustainable agricultural practic-
es. It helps her relate better to 
the community around her, but it 
also gives her a base from which 
to move forward from. One such 
path forward is her plan to con-
tinue pushing her home com-
munity towards adopting and 
implementing a climate action 
plan.

“There are many goals that 
I hope to achieve through my 
work: many of them are large 
and long-reaching, including 
meeting our climate targets, 
achieving net zero and ensuring 
equity in all aspects of our gov-
ernment and society,” she said. 
“Other goals are more short-
term ones, like helping Stratford 
put together a climate action 
implementation plan. Some (of 
my goals) have fewer concrete 
outcomes but are still very im-
portant, like for my work to 
bring about a change in people’s 
connection with and mindset to-
wards the natural environment.”

Orr might have a steeper up-
hill climb than she thought. A 
2020 article on the website envi-
ronmentaljournal.ca by Connie 
Vitello goes over a survey con-
ducted among 1,500 adults that 
same year. Among the key study 
findings:

• 88 per cent of Canadians re-
port being adversely affected by 
climate change

• 17 per cent of those surveyed 
believe Canada will meet its 
203 Emission Reduction goals 
despite 89 per cent of people 
saying meeting that goal is im-
portant

• 55 per cent of people believe 
Canadians will reduce their in-
dividual energy consumption

• 86 per cent think the Canadi-
an government should invest in 
clean technology

When asked about the political 
will to make necessary changes, 
Orr said she feels most people 

are either oblivious or willfully 
ignorant of the threat climate 
change presents.

“I think that to translate the 
urgency of the environmental 
crisis to anyone, younger or old-
er, it needs to be brought down 
to a personal level,” she said. “I 
have often seen that people have 
an ‘if it doesn’t affect me than I 
don’t need to change’ mindset. 
Once they realize that this threat 
will affect them … the lives of 
their families and their commu-
nities, then they should under-
stand why it is so important we 
take immediate action.”

Orr gave the example of the 
affect greenhouse gasses have 
on making the oceans overly 
acidic. Because people here be-
lieve that, since they live in a 
rural community with plenty of 
distance between them and the 
nearest ocean, it doesn’t have an 
impact on them and they lack 
any will to make change.

“The more greenhouse gas-
ses we release into the atmo-
sphere, the more the ocean tries 
to sequester, causing the sea to 
become more acidic,” she said. 
“The more acidic it becomes, the 
less carbon it can absorb, causing 

the planet to warm 
even faster. For the 
person living in 
rural Ontario, this 
increased warming 
can cause increased 
heat, rainfall, and 
invasive species, 
extreme weather 
events, etc.”

It can be heady 
stuff to think about, 
and the fact that a 
teenager is the one 
helping raise the 
call to action might 
get lost on those 
who are among the 

older demographic – the ones 
making decisions that matter 
now and in the future. Orr hasn’t 
encountered that issue yet, and 
has reported positive traction 
with her encounters.

“Through my experiences, I 
have not felt any issues concern-
ing my age,” she said. “During 
the discussions I have participat-
ed in, I’ve found that the adults 
at those tables have not treated 
me any different because I’m 
younger than them. I find that, 
in this time, the opinions and in-
clusion of youth are more valued 
than they have been in the past.”

With the decisions being made 
that usher in new environmental 
concerns now, Orr was asked to 
paint a picture of what she sees 
things being like in 10 years. 
Taking it on good faith that 
Stratford, Perth County and be-
yond take to heart their pledge to 
hit their environmental targets, 
she believes a positive outcome 
is possible.

“For our environment to be in a 
better place in 10 years, we need 
to change how we get around 
(electrifying our transportation 
and increasing the use of active 
transport), how our food is pro-
duced (eating locally and regen-
eratively-sourced foods), how 
we create energy (moving away 
from fossil fuels and ramping 
up renewable energy), and how 
we create and consume goods 
(buying products that are local, 
sustainably produced and made 
to last),” she said. “This sounds 
like a lot of change and it is, 
but it’s needed for us to have a 
healthier planet and a healthier 
society.”

As with any big change, Orr 
said it starts between our ears.

“We need to change our mind-
set,” she said. “Our society is 
based on a disposable and con-
sumerist lifestyle. This cannot 
continue if we want to come out 
on the better side of this crisis.”

Starting in December in the 
Stratford Times, Sammie Orr 
and her EcoClub cohorts at 
SDSS will be contributing a 
bi-monthly column dedicated to 
the environment and surround-
ing issues.

Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your 

plumbing, heating and excavation needs! plumbing, heating and excavation needs! 

Fully licensed and insured plumbers and gas fitters Fully licensed and insured plumbers and gas fitters 

on staff.on staff.

HIRING LICENSED AND REGISTERED HIRING LICENSED AND REGISTERED 
APPRENTICE PLUMBERS. APPRENTICE PLUMBERS. 

519-274-0160 519-305-7433  | 472 Erie St., Stratford

SLOW DOWN! SLOW DOWN! 
MOVE OVER! IT’S THE LAW!MOVE OVER! IT’S THE LAW!

Stratford youth putting activism to good re-use

STATING HER CASE
Sammie Orr is seen at the Climate Strike held in front of Stratford City 
Hall in September 2020. The Grade 11 student at Stratford District Sec-
ondary School is still crusading for our environment, doing whatever 
she can to help change the world for good.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor
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Touring the new Tom
The new Tom Patterson Theatre looks 

spectacular from the outside, but wait 
until you see inside!

Forget standard hardwood flooring, 
instead source Canadian birch, hand-
stripped walnut and Western hemlock. 
Looking for countertops and windows? 
Think Italian marble, golden Spanish 
marble and glass from Spain, manufac-
tured in Italy. Walls? Here we have sand-
cast brick from Denmark that looks just 
like stone.

What went into the theatre is a lot of 
thought. What emerges is a building 
made of materials that are pleasing to the 
eyes but, perhaps more importantly, re-
inforces everything that is necessary to 
give the acoustic, visual and esthetic at-
tributes necessary for an immersive and 
magical theatrical experience.

On my recent tour of the theatre I 
learned a lot about its construction and 
even about its history. This was thanks 
to ‘Scott’, the tour's guide and a seasoned 
actor (the nasty older brother in Billy El-
liot) whose enthusiasm and ability to hold 
audiences' attention for four, 45-minute 
tours a day is in itself amazing.

Scott started by telling about Tom Pat-
terson, the Macleans magazine journal-
ist who had the idea of a theatre devoted 
to Shakespeare when in high school and 
then sought to make it a reality when 
the railway shops in Stratford shut down 
in the early 1950's. Follow him to New 
York, where he hoped to sell his idea 
for this theatre to Laurence Olivier but 
instead caught Tyrone Guthrie, the re-
nowned Irish director.

Follow the predecessors of the Tom 
Patterson Theatre -- from Curling Rink 
to Stratford Casino, to Concert Hall -- 
until the 1960's and its transformation to 
The Third Stage of the Festival, after the 
Festival and Avon, home of the Young 

Company at Stratford. Hear also about 
the 1973 renovation and finally, in 1991, 
after another renovation, the renaming of 
the theatre Tom Patterson, in honour of 
the founder of it all.

Jump forward to the second decade of 
the 21st century and the idea of a move 
to a new theatre, and demolition of the 
old. This idea garnered a lot of dissat-
isfaction among those who would have 
named the building a heritage site and its 
adjacent Kiwanis Cente an essential fa-
cility. (This dissatisfaction continues, by 
the way, because the readily-accessible 
Kiwanis Centre has never been replaced 
and its ‘temporary’ location at the remote 
Rotary Complex is inaccessible to many 
seniors.)

Remembering the old Tom Patterson 
Theatre, I think not of its tiny foyer, other 
limitations and lines for the washrooms 
but rather the magnificent performances 
I saw staged there: The Trojan Women, 
All My Sons, and The Madwoman of 

Chaillot are but a few recent ones. I re-
member holding the door open for Mar-
tha Henry as a Friend of the Festival (she 
was gracious but seemed to think my 
gesture amusing), and watching writ-
er Margaret Atwood give her husband 
Graeme Gibson the sweetest imaginable 
kiss on his forehead behind an entrance 
pillar.

It makes me sad.
Now that we have a new Tom Patter-

son Theatre, however, sunshine may be 
possible again. It is a memorable place. 
At the heart of it is a stage and audito-
rium that equals or surpasses any in the 
world. That is where the Canadian birch, 
1,000 square feet of it, come in, to form 
the stage. According to Scott, when the 
theatre couldn't source enough of this 
wood, which is renowned for its light and 
acoustic qualities, they bought a forest in 
Northern Ontario, to sustainably produce 
their own.

Before we get to that stage, however, 

Scott guides us through the entrance 
foyer, the Spriet Members' Lounge, oth-
er lounges on the river side of the new 
building, Lazaridis Hall, which features 
the original Tom Patterson stage created 
by Desmond Heeley and is to be the place 
for Meaghen Forums and smaller plays, 
and Dinner Rooney Hall, for teaching 
and other activities (for those who saw 
The Rez Sisters, this was The Healing 
Room). He tells us that the entire foun-
dation was raised seven feet so that those 
inside would see a garden and look out 
on the river instead of cars through the 
‘curtain’ of 300 windows 20 feet high.

Scott tells us that reactions on first 
seeing the auditorium can be emotional 
-- some have burst into tears at its awe-
some presence and amazing intimacy. 
On my tour I heard a big ‘wow’, and the 
theatre certainly has ‘the Wow factor’ in 
abundance. Configured to remind one 
of the old Tom Patterson Theatre, it is 
more convenient than its namesake, with 
features that make it much more adapt-
able. Its seating capacity is larger than 
the old theatre's (600 to 700 compared 
to 480), and the rake of the aisle steps is 
not as sharp. The seats are cushioned in 
a crushed orange velvet that was inspired 
by architect S. Harari's experience in Ja-
pan; they produce an unexpected, stun-
ning effect. 

I could go on to describe more special 
features of the stage Scott told us about 
but I think you need to experience them 
in action to appreciate them all. Before 
we left, however, Scott told us the four 
requirements architects had to meet in 
their competition for the theatre design 
contract. In this competition, the design 
of architect Siamak Hariri, of Toron-
to-based firm Hariri Pontarini, beat 91 
others.

I know how well I think the new theatre 
meets all these aims; I leave you with the 
hope everyone will soon get a chance to 
decide that too!

Award-winning singer/songwriter Lo-
reena McKennitt will take to the stage 
and be joined by special guests for sea-
sonal Solstice concerts on December 17-
19 in what will be her first live perfor-
mance since the pandemic began.

The presentation will include familiar 
favorites from her recording A Midwin-
ter Night’s Dream as well as some less-
er-known, winter and Christmas carols 
from To Drive The Cold Winter Away.

Special guest and Gemini Award-win-
ning actor Cedric Smith will read from A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales.

McKennitt will be joined by her long-
time musical companion, British cellist 
Caroline Lavelle, Stratford-based band 
The Bookends, local percussionist Gra-
ham Hargrove, and Ojibway artist and 
flautist Jeffrey “Red” George. 

The concerts will be held in the sanctu-
ary of the beautiful Knox Church, a his-
toric building in Stratford whose origins 
date back to 1844. 

“I really wanted to recapture some of 

the frankincense and myrrh in this music 
and the process was a fresh reminder of 
the diversity of so many traditions when 
it comes to music of the winter season,” 
McKennitt explains. “The songs are rich 
with abundant references to the natural 
world and connections to our spiritual 
and religious bearings; it’s clear that peo-
ple have always used winter as a time of 
reflection.”

Concert capacity will be limited to 50 
per cent (400 people). Proof of double 
vaccination will be required and masks 
must be worn. Tickets will be available 
online with designated seating areas and 
various price ranges.

Knox Church is a fitting venue for the 
concert. As McKennitt writes in her lin-
er notes from To Drive The Cold Winter 
Away, “As a child, my most vivid impres-
sion of music for the winter season came 
from songs and carols sung in churches 
or great halls, rich with their own unique 
ambience and tradition.” 

Some songs she’ll perform will be in-

fused with the revelry which can come 
with the season, while other pieces will 
be less familiar and in some cases date 
back several hundred years to Ireland 
and Scotland. “Some arrangements are 
sparse,” she acknowledges in the liner 
notes, “but somehow I felt that reflected 
the dynamics of the fall and winter sea-
sons and that there can be much beauty 
in such simplicity.”

The Bookends are a Celtic folk band 
with their own distinctive musical inter-
pretations. Band members performing 
will include Pete Watson on guitar, Cait 
Watson on whistle and Errol Fischer on 
fiddle.

The concerts coincide with Lights 
On Stratford: Winter Festival of Lights 
which runs from Dec. 17 to Jan. 28, 
transforming Stratford’s heritage down-
town and park system with luminous art 
and interactive light installations. A por-
tion of proceeds will be donated to Strat-
ford-Perth Shelterlink which supports 
homeless or at-risk youth.

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Correspondent

(DOUBLESPACE PHOTO)
Stratford Festival's Tom Patterson Theatre auditorium

McKennitt cues up Solstice concert series

(RICHARD HAUGHTON PHOTO)



Stratford Times18 November 2021

When you purchase at locally owned businesses, 
more money is kept in the community because 
locally-owned businesses often purchase from 

other local businesses, service providers & farms. 
Purchasing local helps grow other businesses as 
well as grow the local tax base. which means less 

tax increases, and more cash in your pocket.

Customer Service Is Better. You know the 
Owners. They are a part of your community. Local 
businesses often hire people with more specific 

product expertise for better customer service. You 
are also going to see these people around town.

Local Business Owners Invest In Community. 
Local businesses are owned by people who live 

in this community, are less likely to leave, and are 
more invested in the community’s welfare and 

future. They build Relationships, get to know your 
name and work together to support each other.
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Did you know, Most New Jobs Are Provided 
By Local Businesses. Small - Medium local 

businesses are the largest employers nationally. At 
least 70% of the Canadian workforce is employed 

by small- and medium-sized businesses.

Competition And Diversity Leads To More 
Consumer Choices. A marketplace of thousands 

of small businesses is the best way to ensure 
innovation and low prices over the long-term.

Locally owned businesses create communities that 
are more prosperous, connected, and generally 

better-off across a wide range of metrics.
 When we buy from independent, 

locally owned businesses.  
For every $1 spent locally - $0.70 will stay within 

the local community.

Local Business Owners are invested in their 
communities.  The Statistics show

• Give to local charities: 66%
• Support youth organizations: 48%
• Donate to local first responders: 42%
• Support local religious organizations: 39%
• Aid local service groups 
  (Rotary Club, Scouts, etc.): 37%
• Donate food or volunteer in soup kitchens: 32%
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STRATFORDTIMES SPORTS
MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Jamie Petrie Can’t Quit Hockey
Despite personal issues, former Cullitons stalwart back in the game

There is a slight kinetic energy about Ja-
mie Petrie these days. An enthusiasm for 
the topic he’s about to talk about that comes 
across almost as fatherly pride, perhaps? 
The realization of a dream continued? Or 
maybe, just maybe, it’s just the gratitude 
for life giving him this chance to give back 
to a game he’s loved his whole life.

Petrie is undoubtedly the face of the new 
Western Ontario Super Hockey League’s 
Stratford Fighting Irish, as his name stands 
out among the others. People aren’t paying 
to go see him behind the bench, but it helps 
just a little that he’s there to drive things 
along.

In its inaugural season, the WOSHL is 
a five-team league with squads in Tillson-
burg, Strathroy, Alvinston and Elora join-
ing the Irish as they try to forge their own 
way in a hockey-rich environment. Petrie 
knows something about hockey in this 
town, and all he has to do is look up into 
the rafters of the William Allman Memori-
al Arena to see the evidence of that.

There may be rough times ahead for the 
new league. There is already competition 
at that level: the Western Ontario Athletic 
Association’s senior league (which three of 
the five teams formerly called home) still 
exists and has Stratford surrounded on 
multiple sides. But Petrie, whose own road 
in hockey has been neither straight nor 
smooth, welcomes the challenge.

“A couple of years ago I got to wondering 
why there wasn’t a senior or super league 
team in town – there hasn’t been one here 
since 1982,” he said. “They’ve had a won-
derful run with the Junior B’s in town, but 
I think there certainly is room for us. The 
other thing is that when you’re a parent 
with a child in the game, you tend to think 
‘I could do something better …’. Well, put 
your hand up. Don’t just say it. So, we did 
that. Dave (Cassone) and I started thinking 
about this a few years ago, and we tried to 
get into (the WOAA). All I can say is thank 
God we didn’t.”

He points out that many teams in the 
WOAA didn’t want a ‘big city’ team com-
ing in to join them, which led to a number 
of people approaching him about starting a 
new league – one with a plan that reached 
beyond hockey.

To fully appreciate where this story cur-
rently is, one needs to look back at Petrie’s 
history in the game and especially in Strat-
ford. Coming up through the minor system, 
he had the attention of a lot of eyes as he 
began to mature as a player. His tough-
ness set him apart, gained from lessons 
learned from his dad, Bernie. That helped 
his game and, in turn, helped him catch the 
eye of the Stratford Cullitons. Petrie joined 
the city’s team in the 1985-86 season as a 
15-year-old, but there had been attention 
before that which plants the seeds of what 
was to come.

“When you’re 13 and you have agents 

calling your house and blowing smoke up 
your butt – and you believe it – you can 
become an entitled S.O.B. walking around 
thinking you’re all that when you’re real-
ly not,” he said, the regret and acceptance 
clearly evident. “There’s lots of stuff. Ev-
eryone knows about the alcoholism. Yes, 
hockey wasn’t all roses and a lot of it was 
my own doing. At 51 years old now, there 
is stuff I’m still learning and my ears are 
always open.”

That first season with the Cullitons stands 
out for a number of reasons: it marked the 
first of two Sutherland Cup championship 
runs Petrie would make with the team; the 
36-3-1 mark remains one of the best sin-
gle-season records in league history, and 
in just 36 games Petrie would amass 149 
penalty minutes to go with 29 points. That 
set the stage for his junior career in many 
ways. After being drafted by the Sudbury 
Wolves but never playing a game for the 
Ontario Hockey League club, Petrie even-
tually found his way back to Stratford for 
the 1989-90 season. A 41-7 regular season 
for the Cullitons saw them hoist the Suther-
land Cup again, and Petrie found his scor-
ing touch: 31 goals, 38 helpers in 36 games 
… along with a staggering 326 penalty 
minutes.

All those fights along the way were leav-
ing him with an unwanted present. Not 
that long ago, Petrie began suffering from 
symptoms commonly associated with 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE). 
The drinking likely didn’t help his dealing 
with the long-term effects of head trauma, 
so he made changes. Now 10 years sober, 
he’s dealing with the physical ramifications 
as best he can. The other stuff? He’s deal-
ing with that, too.

“We have a player on our team right now 
how has been sober for over a year, and we 
spoke in the summer where he told me one 
of his concerns is how much drinking is 
still part of hockey’s culture,” he said. “It’s 
nice in a way to have someone who’s going 
through something similar and I can be a 
voice for them to listen to when they need 
it. He was struggling but now he’s suc-
ceeding. There is also the fighting thing. 
I’m open with the guys about that and 
how is should be a very small part of the 
game now. To get into the ‘cool group’ on 
a team, you don’t need to go out there and 
be a meatball – you just need to be yourself. 
And if that’s not good enough then shame 
on the people who can’t recognize you for 
who you are. That was a big part of it, the 
false bravado growing up.”

One thing Petrie stresses about the cul-
ture he and the other coaches on the Fight-
ing Irish have stressed is that playing for 
the club should be fun and a stress-re-
liever. Boasting the youngest roster in the 
WOSHL by his estimation, Petrie is hoping 
to foster and grow this group into not only a 
championship squad but one the city can be 
proud of for their work off the ice.

Cassone has been there for a lot of his 
friend’s better moments and a fair number 

of the worse ones. He remembers playing 
in Stratford when Petrie was called up to 
the Cullitons and being impressed with his 
level of competitiveness. But it wasn’t just 
that, as Cassone saw a thirst to help others 
bubbling up in his friend as well.

“Jamie has taken on a leadership role in a 
bunch of different places along his path in 
hockey, and he’ll be the first to admit not 
all of them have gone smoothly,” Cassone 
said. “When he came to talk to me about 
joining (the Irish staff) it was a no-brainer 
for me. As soon as you sit down with him 
to talk hockey, there is a wealth of knowl-
edge that comes out. He not only wants to 
take teams from the beginning and help 
move them forward, but also to teach guys 
how to get better and impart some of the 
drive he’s got onto them. I don’t think he’s 
ever really lost that drive, and it’s been 
something that’s defined him since the first 
day I met him.”

Having that kind of built-in determi-
nation will help as Petrie, who serves as 
WOSHL president in addition to his role 
with the Irish, pushes to grow the league. 
Originally slated for six teams in their first 
season, Petrie said one had to hold off for 
a year due to restrictions brought on by 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. Cassone 
points out that despite the mistakes Petrie 
has made in hockey, he’s grown from them 
and learned the lessons they offered. Just 
the same as his personal life struggles.

“He’s shown a propensity to grow from 
those (mistakes), just like the ones he’s 
made personally,” Cassone said. “This 
league is a product of everything he’s 
experienced over the years in his dif-
ferent stops, and he’s got a pretty good 
thing going right now.”

On the opposite end of the spectrum 
is Graham Brulotte, who joined 
the Irish after having played 
with the Warriors (the 
new name of the Culli-
tons) to finish his ju-
nior career. While 
he might have 
skated under 
the banners 
that Petrie 
helped put 
up there, 
Brulotte 
didn’t 
know 

much about his coach’s past with the game 
until some of his current teammates told 
him.

“I met Jamie through Hayden (Broom-
head), who’s also on the team this year,” he 
said. “I’d known his son, Maverick, coming 
up through minor hockey, but I didn’t know 
much about coach. I didn’t know his picture 
used to hang in the lobby of the arena as 
part of those championship teams, but I’ve 
heard lots about it now. We know he was 
more of a fighter … but since I’ve been here 
and spent time getting to know him, he’s a 
great guy. He’s always there for us.”

Being there for his team has always been 
in Petrie’s hockey DNA. Instead of drop-
ping gloves now, it comes in the form of far 
more subtle actions.

“He’s done so much, building this club 
from the ground up and the league as well,” 
Brulotte said. “He organizes the games and 
practices, plans our post-game meals, and 
he’s the guy taking care of all the commu-
nity stuff that the team does. I think he’s 
a great guy. He’s more than just a coach; 
he’s been a huge influence on us because he 
knows Stratford so well and so many peo-
ple in this area. That makes him so much 
more than just a coach.”

The same compete level that Cassone ref-
erenced comes through 

to the Irish’s players, 
as Brulotte said 

Petrie shows 
that same pas-
sion at all 
times.

CONTINUED TO 
PAGE 22
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Bouncing Back

Famme & Co.
P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
C H A R T E R E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C C O U N T A N T S

Providing accounting, financial reporting and tax 
planning services for our diverse rural and urban 

community.

125 Ontario St. Stratford
Phone (519) 271-7581    Fax (519) 271-2737

E-Mail: office@fammeandco.on.ca

Nick McCabe remembers the details, and 
he remembers how it felt.

Two years ago as a Grade 11 student at 
Stratford District Secondary School, he 
and his Golden Bears teammates came 
up short in the WOSSA final against the 
Oakridge Oaks. It was a three-game sweep 
of the final for the Oaks, and McCabe says 
that the tightly-contested tilt was the most 
fun he’s had playing high school sports.

“We were two very good teams, and there 
were a lot of fans screaming and chirping 
in the stands,” he said. “It was something I 
have dreamed about playing in … we lost, 
but it was still probably the most fun I’ve 
had playing.”

It wasn’t that long ago that high school 
athletes in Stratford got chills like that 
when they would go to suit up for their 
sport, knowing the opposing team wasn’t 
the only thing waiting for them. A full 
gym or packed sideline outside signaled 
the boisterous support of their fans, when 
things were … normal.

Those days aren’t gone forever, at least 
we hope not. But now, what athletes hear 
instead of their classmates cheering is the 
squeak of shoes, the shrill blast of whistles 
and the chatter of coaches and teammates.

And they are grateful to have it that way, 
because the alternative sucks.

McCabe, now 18, likes to keep busy 
when it comes to athletics. In addition to 
the volleyball team, he hopes to suit up for 
both basketball and soccer when those sea-
sons roll around. On weekends, he laces up 
his skates to play Rotary Hockey and then 
he still finds time to play for the Forest City 
Volleyball Club’s U18 team.

Oh, and he works 34 hours at a part-time 
job to boot. So yeah, his plate is a little full. 
He’d hoped for a rematch with the Oaks 
last year but never got that chance. So step-
ping back out there for a season that will 
be anything but run-of-the-mill is just fine 
with McCabe.

“Playing sports again while the 
pandemic is still going on has 
made things feel a bit more 
normal. It’s been fun to be 
with my team, practicing 
and having competition 
again,” he said. “Does it 
feel like the good old 
days? Yes and no. We 
had a game in Listow-
el the other day, and 
that felt good. Early 
morning practices feel 
the same. But it’s not the 
same because we can’t trav-
el together, there’s no fans, 
and we have a limited number 
of games.”

Fellow Golden Bear Isabel van 
Geelen agrees to a point. A member 
of the school’s field hockey team, 
van Geelen says she doesn’t feel like 
there’s a huge difference between now 
and pre-pandemic playing days.

“Honestly besides the masks, it feels 
pretty much the same to me,” she said. 
“I haven’t noticed much of a change, 
and the only thing we’re not doing 

when we come back from our games is 
going to a fast food restaurant because of 
COVID.”

Both McCabe and van Geelen referenced 
just a few of the changes put in place by 
the Avon Maitland District School Board 
in September to help keep student athletes, 
coaches and everyone else associated with 
sports as safe as possible. The memo from 
the Board on September 21, addressed a 
wide range of scenarios for participation 
in extracurricular athletics – ones that have 
been mirrored by the Huron Perth Catholic 
District School Board. All inter-school ath-
letics within the Huron-Perth conference 

began once schedules for 
regional play were de-

termined after con-
sultation from the 
Huron Perth Public 
Health Unit. Moving 

beyond that – McCabe’s desired rematch at 
WOSSA – likely won’t happen.

Among the guidelines for fall sports 
(likely to carry over to winter sports), ath-
letes are required to wear masks when in-
doors, with golf the lone sport not required 
to mask its athletes during competition. 
Soccer, cross-country and field hockey 
were all required to have facial protection 
despite being outdoor sports. Coaches in 
every sport were required to wear them, 
while officials had to fol-
low their sport’s governing 
body’s protocols.

More than anything, the 
lack of competition hurts 
most. McCabe admits to 
feeling almost a little in-
complete without getting to 
go further once conference 
play ends.

“My goals for this sea-
son would’ve been for our 
team to win Huron-Perth 
and WOSSA then compete 
for OFSSA,” he said. “It’s 

a big disappointment to me that things ar-
en’t happening. I would have also wanted 
us to play in as many tournaments as we 
could. I’m glad that sports are back but I 
would like to see us keep moving forward 
and for our school teams to adjust as pro-
vincial protocols change. The rules are a lot 
stricter for us, so it’s definitely disappoint-
ing that we cannot participate at WOSSA 
and OFSSA. That’s always the goal when 
you’re playing high school sports.”

The feeling was similar at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Secondary School. Ronan McCa-
rroll, a 17-year-old senior with designs on 
playing volleyball, basketball, badminton 
and tennis (once an injured ankle heals) 
said it felt good to have sports become part 
of the norm again no matter what restric-
tions were mandated.

“Having club sports is one thing, but get-
ting to play for your school and make the 
connections with classmates that you might 
not otherwise make … we get to make those 
friendships and bonds with other people 
that some missed out on last year,” he said. 
“Obviously we don’t get to play as much as 
in the past, and who we play is determined 
by the size of our school. But the masks we 
have to wear, that’s okay. And they’ve been 
handled pretty well – everyone is pretty co-
operative that way, so it makes things easi-
er to deal with.”

Return of high school sports give student athletes familiar feelings
MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

BACK AT IT
Ronan McCarroll and Nicole Simmons of the St. Mike’s Warriors are both happy to be back 
playing sports for their school, even if it’s a reduced schedule with the same early-morning 
practices. 

Nick McCabe of the 
SDSS Golden Bears 

still wishes he and his 
teammates could 
get another crack 

at their WOSSA 
foes from 

London.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTOS)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 25
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Laine Young, of the St. Mikes Warriors, won the Senior 
girls’ race at the recent Huron-Perth cross-country champi-
onships in Clinton. 

Daniel Ogilvie (150) and Luke Feltham (146), of the Stratford 
District high school, finished 1-2 in the Junior boys race at 
the Huron-Perth cross-country championships in Clinton. 

(MARK DEWAN PHOTO) (MARK DEWAN PHOTO)

“He’s always intense when it comes to this team – in 
practices and during games,” he said. “We all love him and 
don’t want him any other way. That passion is what has 
helped mold us into the tight group we’ve become.”

It is still early in the WOSHL season, and the Irish are 
still finding their way on the ice. With youth comes a learn-
ing curve, and Petrie is helping to flatten that as much as he 
can. But he acknowledges that the club’s impact off the ice 
is more important to him than game results are right now.

“The banners will come later, but we’ll be successful 
when we’ve become a staple in this town,” he said. “I want 
the mark we leave on this community to be long lasting. If 
we’re still here in 10 years rockin’ and rollin’ with kids and 
adults wearing our garb around town, that will be huge and 
mean more than banners. My compete hasn’t gone down 
and I believe championships will come, but the off-ice 
impact is always going to be greater. We’ve paired with a 
lot of local charities and organizations to help make sure 
they’re getting exposure and the help they need.”

He wants to help them the same way you help family, 
something Cassone said has always resonated with Petrie.

“I think Jamie always knew that he had a world of poten-
tial, but the thing that would impress his younger self about 
who he is at this point in his life is how he pursues it with a 
lot more integrity,” he said. “I think he would be really im-
pressed with the people Jamie’s brought back around him 
to enjoy this with him. His family is involved with this, and 
the younger Jamie would’ve loved that. He’s always been 
big about family … if he could’ve seen this future back 
then, he would have been proud.”

Team pictures still adorn the lobby in the Allman, but 
they’re more recent iterations now. Petrie’s teams are no 
longer on display there, but their achievements still hang 
over the ice as a reminder of those glory days. For many, 
they bring back nothing but good memories of frosty win-
ter nights spent cheering on their team. Petrie’s compete 
level still savours those moments of winning, but he knows 
the price was steep. The struggles he’s experienced – the 
drinking, the lingering physical problems, the other per-
sonal issues – aren’t all the fault of hockey. But Jamie 
Petrie the hockey player admits that his 17-year-old self 
should be more impressed with Jamie Petrie the father than 
anything else.

“That guy hanging up downstairs …,” he said, taking a 
long pause to collect his thoughts. “That guy was an f-king 
idiot. I think that guy would be happy with the changes this 
guy has made. By no means am I a perfect human being, 
but that would be the big difference.”

...Jamie Petrie
Continued from page 18

Warriors go undefeated in 
October; sit atop the Midwestern 

Conference
The month of October couldn’t have 

gone much better for the Stratford 
Warriors, as they won all eight games 
they played in the month which vault-
ed the Junior ‘B’ hockey club to three-
way tie for first place in the Midwest-
ern Conference as of November 8th.

After wins against the Caledon 
Bombers and Elmira Sugar Kings to 
start the month, the Warriors went on a 
wicked hot streak, winning their next 
seven games, six of which came in 
October. First, on October 8th, a five-
goal second period lifted the Warriors 
to a 7-2 rout of the Brantford Bandits. 
The next night, Stratford visited the 
Bandits for the second of a home-and-
home series in which they fell behind 
1-0 in the first period, but came back 
to defeat the home team 3-1.

A much tighter, nail-biting affair 
was in store on October 15th when the 
Warriors hosted the Cyclones from 
Listowel. Two goals would be all the 
Warriors put on the board but it would 
be enough as they withstood a third 
period surge by the visitors to earn 
a 2-1 victory. They returned to their 
high-scoring, dominant ways on Oc-
tober 17th when Caledon returned to 
the William Allman Arena. On that 
night, the Warriors defeated a deplet-
ed Bombers’ squad 6-2.

Goaltender Marcus Vandenberg 

earned a 30-save shutout on October 
21st when the Warriors went to Ayr 
and beat the Centennials 4-0. The 
recent hosts of “Hometown Hockey” 
made things closer the next night when 
the teams completed their home-and-
home matchup in Stratford, but once 
again, the Warriors were victorious, 
this time by a score of 4-3.

Even as the calendar flipped to No-
vember, the Warriors continued their 
impressive play on November 5th 
with a 4-1 win in Listowel. Stratford 
controlled much of the play in the first 
two periods, outshooting the Cyclones 
28-10 after two frames and leading 
4-0 going into the third. Defenseman 
Jesse English opened the scoring in 
the first period with his first goal of the 
season, while forwards Callan Christ-
ner, Hunter Nagge, and Zac McCann 
all added markers in the second.

Two of the conference’s top teams 
met November 8th when Stratford vis-

ited the Kitchener-Waterloo Siskins. 
The game was a hard-fought battle but 
in the end, the Warriors, playing with 
only 17 skaters, came up short, falling 
4-2 for their first loss since Septem-
ber 30th. Nagge and Sheldon Pryce 
had the goals for Stratford and Tyler 
Bouck made 24 saves in the Warriors’ 
net.

Stratford’s success has been thanks 
in large part to the team’s depth and 
high-end talent. Zac McCann leads 
the team with 10 goals and 16 points 
and nine Warriors have at least nine 
points through 13 points. Additional-
ly, both Vandenberg and Bouck have 
given the Warriors very good goalten-
ding. Vandenberg leads the Midwest-
ern Conference in both Goals Against 
Average (GAA) and Save-Percentage 
(SV-%), with a 1.30 GAA and 0.953 
SV-% in seven games. As for Bouck, 
in seven games, he’s put up a very sol-
id 2.35 GAA and 0.918 SV-%.

Seven more games are on the 
Warriors’ schedule this month, the 
first of which being this Friday, No-
vember 12th when the Sugar Kings 
visit the Allman Arena. Stratford 
then has three straight road games 
including two trips to Cambridge 
to face the Redhawks and one visit 
to Listowel. They also welcome the 
Sugar Kings and Redhawks to Strat-
ford later this month before conclud-
ing November with another trip to 
take on the Siskins.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Stratford runners shine at H-P 
cross-country championships
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The Stratford Fighting Irish bring lots of 
youthful energy to the Western Ontario Su-
per Hockey League (WOSHL) and in Octo-
ber, they earned their first two victories of 
the season.

“We have a very young team and we con-
tinue to grow every game,” said Fighting 
Irish Head Coach Jamie Petrie. “Most im-
portantly, we continue making inroads in 
our community. We’re incredibly excited 
about the future.”

Improving and being involved within 
the community has been repeatedly men-
tioned by Petrie as the most important thing 
for the Fighting Irish. One example of that 
community involvement was the Fighting 
Irish’s theme night on October 9th, when 
they welcomed residents of Stratford-Perth 
Shelterlink, a safe haven for homeless youth 
in and around Stratford. The team thanks to 
their fans, players, and volunteers collected 
at least 12 large boxes of clothes and food 
for Shelterlink.

Teams in the WOSHL didn’t wait long to 
show prospective fans of the first-year men’s 
senior league the kind of hockey they might 
be able to expect with goals galore in the 
first month of the league’s inaugural season. 
After a 9-5 loss in their first game of the 
season, the Fighting Irish had a few more 
high-scoring battles coming in short order. 
A 4-2 loss to the Elora Rocks on October 9th 
was followed by an 8-5 defeat again at the 
hands of Elora. The Fight-
ing Irish then overcame 
two different two-goals 
leads against the league’s 
first-place Strathroy Jets to 
force overtime, where the 
Jets would ultimately pick 
up the 6-5 victory. 

The Fighting Irish’s first 
win of the season finally 
came on October 23rd with 
a dominant 10-1 thrash-
ing of the Alvinston Killer 

Bees. Stratford outshot the Killer Bees 43-
28 including a 20-8 shot clock in favour of 
the Fighting Irish in the first period. Petrie 
has said that the team is built on depth and 
that was clearly evident with nine different 
goal scorers in their victory against Alvin-
ston. Nathan Torchia made 27 saves in the 
Stratford net to backstop the team to the 
win. Sean O’Brien and Tanner Fereira both 
had four points in the game and Matt Grang-

er was the lone multi-goal 
scorer, putting up two 
goals, both in the second 
period.

They stumbled in their 
second meeting of the sea-
son with the Jets on Oc-
tober 29th, losing 4-1, but 
got back in the win column 
the next day against the 
Tillsonburg Thunder. The 
Fighting Irish scored two 
goals in each of the first 

two periods and Torchia made 30 saves on 
31 Tillsonburg shots. O’Brien scored twice 
for the Fighting Irish and he currently leads 
the Fighting Irish in scoring with six goals 
and 13 points in seven games. Ray Robbins 
and Graham Brulotte are also both averag-
ing at least a point per game, with Robbins 
at four goals and 11 points in seven games 
and Brulotte putting up three goals and six 
assists in seven contests. 

In their first game in November, the 
Fighting Irish traveled 
to Tillsonburg for a re-
match with the Thunder, 
who bounced back with a 
7-1 win over Stratford on 
November 7th. The same 
day, the Fighting Irish an-
nounced a trade with the 
Killer Bees, acquiring for-
ward Brendon Merritt in 
exchange for the rights to 
Dawson Winchester and a 

player to be named later. 
The Fighting Irish have just two more 

games on their schedule in November. The 
first is this Saturday, November 13th, when 
the Killer Bees are at the Allman Arena for 
a 4:30 p.m. matchup. They then host the 
Jets on November 27th at 4:30 p.m. which 
is another very special night for the Fight-
ing Irish as it will be Hockey Fights Cancer 
Night at the Allman. They will have special 
purple jerseys that will be auctioned off, as 
well as a bake sale and other special items 
for sale, with proceeds going to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society.

Coaches and/or parents are invited to 
send in your sports reports and pic-
tures to the Stratford Times to let 
Stratford and area know how your 
teams are doing throughout the new 
2021-22 season (and to create some 
great scrapbook material to be reflected 
upon in future years).
Game reports should be kept to a max-

imum of 100 words. Please include a 
brief description of what happened 
during your games, including the names 
of those who scored and any special 
efforts made by your players.
Please have all reports and pictures in 

by the end of the month by emailing 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com.

Send in your 
sports reports

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

The Stratford Times is published every 
second Friday of each month.

Check in pick up locations for the new copy 
or sign up for an email when the new issue 

is released at www.stratfordtimes.com

UPCOMING ISSUES
Friday, December 10, 2021

Friday, January 14, 2022
Friday, February 11, 2022

Friday, March 11, 2022
Friday, April 8, 2022

To advertise in these upcoming issues email 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Maverick Petrie, of the Fighting Irish, fires a shot at the Tillsonburg net during a recent win 
over the Thunder at the Allman Arena. The Irish are currently 2-4-0-1 and progressing in the 
right direction, says coach Jamie Petrie. The team hosts Alvinston on Nov. 13 at 4:30 p.m. 

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION 

Contact: 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or call 519-655-2341

Fighting Irish pick up first two wins in October as 
the young team continues growing

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter
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Huron-Perth Lakers hold successful 'Laker Day' games

The Huron-Perth Lakers held their annual ‘Laker Day’ 
games Oct. 23 in St. Marys. These five local U14 Lak-
ers players posed for a photo before their game against 
Kitchener Jr. Rangers. From left, front row: Owen Blain and 
goalie Luke Binning. Back row: Nolan Miller, Chase McDou-
gall and Owen Chambers. 
Right, The Huron-Perth Lakers held a food drive during 
their ‘Laker Day’ games Oct. 23 in St. Marys. Posing for a 
photo with all the donations is U14 Lakers’ manager Sue 
Binning, left. The food was given to the House of Blessing 
in Stratford.

Left, Head coach 
Brady Blain 
huddles with his 
U14 Lakers just 
prior to their ‘Laker 
Day’ game against 
Kitchener Jr. Rang-
ers Oct. 23 in St. 
Marys. The Lakers 
skated to a 7-0 
victory. 
Below, Left, Goalie 
Luke Binning, of the 
U14 Lakers, warms 
up before their ‘Lak-
er Day’ game Oct. 
23 against Kitchener 
Jr. Rangers. Binning 
earned the shutout 
in a 7-0 Huron-Perth 
victory. 

(PAT PAYTON PHOTOS)

The Stratford ‘AA’ bantam (U14-15) 
Warriors came up short of their Silver 
Stick qualification goals when they took 
part in the Stratford Regional qualifier 
on the November 5-7.

Stratford opened their pool play with a 
close 2-1 defeat at the hands of the Lon-
don Junior Knights. The Warriors’ Owen 
Bridges opened the scoring late in the 
first period, helped out by Blake Lalande 
and Cole Hishon. London drew even late 
in the second period with a powerplay 
goal, then netted the winner in the third. 
Stratford’s Jake Taylor played well be-
tween the pipes in the loss.

Game 2 was a back-and-forth affair 
with the West Niagara Flying Aces that 
resulted in a 4-4 draw. The Warriors 
staked themselves to a 2-1 lead after the 
first period on goals from Hishon and 
Charlie Holloway, and then they pushed 
the lead to 4-1 with goals from Bridg-
es and Holloway. Unfortunately, they 
couldn’t hold the lead as West Niagara 
stormed back with three goals late in the 
third to pick up the tie.

Mason Bauld, Colton Brenzil, Timothy 
Kraayenbrink, Ty Wheeler, Owen Hunt 
and Rylan DeBoeck picked up assists for 

Stratford, while Ethan Walters earned 
the split in goal.

Needing a win in their final pool game, 
Stratford took to the ice at the Allman 
Arena and thrilled the home fans with 
a 5-2 win over the Vaughan Panthers. 
Holding a 1-0 lead after the first, Strat-
ford netted three more in the second in 
rapid-fire fashion to put them up 4-2 af-
ter two. They tacked on a fifth goal to 
finish off the Panthers and lock up their 
spot in the tournament semi-finals.

Brenzil notched a hat trick for the 
Warriors, while Lalande and Cameron 
Parsons added singles. Assists went to 
DeBoeck, Hishon (2), Lalande (2) and 
Wheeler. Taylor posted the win in goal.

Their 1-1-1 record earned them a date 
with the Guelph Gryphons in the semi-fi-
nals. A tight defensive game left Strat-
ford on the short end of the stick, as the 
Gryphons advanced to the tournament 
final following a 4-2 win. Bauld and 
Brenzil had the Warriors’ goals, helped 
out by Hishon, Kraayenbrink and Casen 
deGraaf. Walters played well in goal.

The Junior Knights claimed the tour-
nament title following a 2-1 win over 
Guelph in the championship game.

Bantam AA Warriors clipped 
in semis at Silver Stick regional 

qualifier
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CHARLOTTETOWN - St. Marys na-
tive Kaleb Pearson is off to a hot start with 
the University of P.E.I. Panthers varsity 
men’s hockey team.

The 21-year-old Pearson scored the 
winning goal in a 4-3 victory over the St. 
Francis Xavier X-Men in a recent Atlan-
tic University Sports contest in Charlotte-
town. It was his second tally of the night.

Pearson has three goals and eight points 
in eight AUS games to kick off his fresh-
man season. It leaves him in a tie for the 
Panthers’ scoring lead.

Earlier this fall, the right winger attend-
ed the rookie camp of the NHL’s Las Ve-
gas Golden Knights. He played two years 
for the OHL’s Owen Sound Attack (2018-
20), clicking for 28 goals and 52 points in 
2019-20.

Back in the 2017-18 season, Pearson had 
39 goals and 67 points in 49 games for the 
Stratford Jr. ‘B’ Warriors. He then added 
12 points (5-7) in 10 playoff games.

--The Ontario Hockey Association re-
cently announced the hiring of Dave Leger 
as the new Executive Director to lead the 
association. 

Leger comes to the OHA with over 20 

years of leadership experience in the game 
of hockey, with an extensive background 
in the administration of the sport. In addi-
tion, he has a lengthy background in both 
the coaching and officiating disciplines at 

the amateur and professional levels. The 
former Hockey Canada employee holds 
a unique distinction as serving as both a 
professional coach and a professional ref-
eree in his career, following his certifica-
tion as a Level VI official. 

One of the leagues Leger is oversee-
ing is the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (GOJHL).

--The Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League announced late last month that 
Tim Simmons is its Director of Hockey 
Operations, effective immediately.

Simmons comes to the GOJHL from 
the London Nationals as their Director of 
Hockey Operations and General Manag-
er. He began as the Nats’ Assistant GM in 
2010 and was a part of six Western Con-
ference championships, including four 
consecutive from 2016 to 2019, while cap-
turing the Sutherland Cup in 2013.

“Having been in the GOJHL for over a 
decade, Tim has first-hand knowledge that 
will be a tremendous asset to continuously 
improve the core aspect of our organiza-
tion,” GOJHL commissioner Brent Gar-
butt said on the league website. “Tim had 
great success with the Nationals and being 
able to bring that team and member orga-
nization aspect to the league office will be 
very valuable in assisting our 25-member 

clubs.”
Simmons will oversee all hockey oper-

ations matters for the league, including: 
player registration, movement and devel-
opment, discipline, scheduling and events 
while enforcing and upholding all GOJHL 
by-laws, regulations and policies.

--Last season may have been a Covid 
hockey year, but it still ended up being a 
successful one for former St. Marys Lin-
colns’ coach Dave MacQueen (1991-93).

MacQueen led the Brasov Wolves to 
their most successful season in team his-
tory last spring. In his first full season 
with the team, the 62-year-old Woodstock 
native guided Brasov to the Romanian 
Cup. Wolves are one of three Romanian 
teams in the 10-team Hungarian pro hock-
ey league.

Previous to joining Brasov, MacQueen 
coached Dornbirn Bulldogs in the Aus-
trian League for seven years. Brasov, 
meanwhile, has a population of just over 
250,000 in Romania, and is located in the 
central part of the country.

MacQueen once coached on Terry 
Crisp’s staff, with the NHL’s Tampa Bay 
Lightning. He also coached several years 
in the OHL, with Peterborough, Erie and 
Sarnia. While in Erie, he was selected 
OHL coach-of-the-year in 2000-01.

Kaleb Pearson off to a hot start with UPEI Panthers
Junior Hockey Notebook

PAT PAYTON

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Former Stratford Warrior Kaleb Pearson 
leads a rush for the UPEI Panthers during 
a recent AUS home game in Charlottetown. 
Pearson, 21, is a freshman with the Pan-
thers and is currently tied for the team scor-
ing lead. Earlier this fall, the former OHLer 
attended the rookie camp of the NHL's Las 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

(UPEI SPORTS PHOTO)

     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     

 
 

   






 
 

      
      

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

 
 
 














Classmate Nicole Simmons sees the value in soaking 
up every moment, including those early-morning prac-
tices that high school athletes tend to loath. A basket-
ball and soccer player, Simmons will add Nordic skiing 
to the mix once the snow sticks around. Given that she 
missed out on one of just five basketball games earlier 
this year because she was out sick with a non-COVID 
illness, she’s made the point of enjoying all of it because 
she sees the end of the road.

“I find that most people on my team are pretty excit-
ed and we’re pretty competitive about it,” she said. “We 
want to play to the best of our ability because the season 
is so short. I think the masks make it difficult, but it feels 
more normal in the school to have sports back. I was 
always going to play if they gave us that option because 
it’s my last year. Safety precautions weren’t a big deter-
rent for me – I had my mind made up before the coaches 
talked to us because I wanted to play.”

Simmons thinks it was an unspoken understanding on 
the part of students that they would do whatever they had 
to in order to get back into uniform. McCarroll agreed 
with that assessment.

“We were given general outlines of what to expect 
coming back, and I think we’ve all been pretty under-
standing about it,” he said.

With all the precautions put in place, a lot of the oth-
er non-playing aspects have had to change. One of the 
things van Geelen and her teammates used to do was go 
to a college game to get a taste of that level, but also go 
out for a team dinner afterwards. Unable to do that, she’s 
still happy to experience some of the perks wearing a 
Golden Bears uniform.

“Being able to play again has been fun because it’s 
a big part of what the high school experience is,” she 
said. “But I’ve learned that anyone can play a sport and 
you can make friends anywhere, but sports (at this level) 
makes that a little easier. This year has shown us that a 
lot can happen in just one year.”

...bouncing back
Continued from page 21
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DO YOU KNOW IF YOU ARE AT 
RISK?
Often called the silent killer, carbon 

monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odor-
less, colorless gas created when fuels 
(such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural 
gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn 
incompletely. In the home, heating and 
cooking equipment that burn fuel can 
be sources of carbon monoxide. Some 
examples are: fireplaces, dryer, stove, 
furnace, water heater, BBQ and porta-
ble generator. In Ontario over 65% of all 
CO deaths and injuries occur in homes. 
Hundreds of Canadians are hospitalized 
every year from carbon monoxide poi-
soning, many of whom are permanently 
disables. Everyone is at risk – 88% of 
all homes have something that poses a 
carbon monoxide risk. 
CO POISONING
When carbon monoxide is inhaled, it 

inhibits the ability of your blood to ab-
sorb oxygen and distribute it to vital 
organs like the heart and brain. THIS 
LACK OF OXYGEN CAN CAUSE 
CRITICAL ORGAN DAMAGE, 
AND IF SEVERE, RESULT IN 
DEATH. Infants and children absorb 
carbon monoxide faster than adults 
due to their high metabolic rates, so 
the signs will show up more quickly 

in children.
Because carbon monoxide has no smell 

or taste, it's difficult to know if it's pres-
ent in a room. But it has warning signs 
by how it affects humans – the symp-
toms are similar to the flu, without the 
fever (shortness of breath, headaches, 
nausea, and drowsiness). If the symp-
toms appear, it is imperative to get ev-
eryone, including pets, away from the 
source of the CO and to fresh air im-
mediately and call 911 or the local fire 
department.
PRACTICING CARBON MONOX-

IDE SAFETY
• DO: Install a carbon monoxide alarm 

on every level of your home or cottage, 
in your RV or boat near all sleeping areas 
and test monthly.
• DO: Change the batteries at least once 

a year & replace as per the manufactur-
er’s instructions. 
• DO: Have your home/cottage heating
system, fireplace and flue inspected and 

cleaned by a qualified technician every 
year.
• DO: Keep chimneys clear of nests, 

leaves and other debris to ensure proper 
ventilation
• DO: Ensure your furnace and other 

fuel burning appliances, such as gas ov-
ens, cook tops and dryers are inspected 
for adequate ventilation.
• DO: Have your gas fireplaces in-

spected each fall to ensure the pilot light 
burns safely.
• DON’T: Use portable fuel-fired ap-

pliances (i.e. BBQ, portable generator, 
heater, stove) inside your house or ga-
rage.
• DON’T: Operate gasoline-powered 

engines in confined areas such as garag-

es, basements or boat houses. 
• DON’T: Leave your car, mower, ATV 

or other vehicle running in an attached 
garage, even with the door open.
• DON’T: Block or seal shut exhaust 

flues or ducts for appliances, such as 
water heaters, ranges and clothes dryers. 
After a heavy snow fall ensure all vents 

are clear of snow build-up.
 REMEMBER:
There are two key actions you can 

take to help protect you and your family 
against Carbon Monoxide.
If you have questions about CO safety 

in your home please reach out to your 
local Fire Department.

Safety Tips of the Month
Lock It or Lose It!

Carbon Monoxide Safety 

Nobody wants to be a victim of crime, 
but when you leave your vehicle un-
locked and your valuable items visible, 
you dramatically increase the risk that 
you will become a victim of a theft from 
your motor vehicle.
Over the three month period, from the 
beginning of August to the end of Oc-
tober 2021, the Stratford Police Service 
received 85 Theft from Motor Vehicle 
reports, which were spread throughout 
Stratford, St Marys, and Perth South, 
indicating that the number of these in-
cidents is remaining steady throughout 
our communities. With the vast majority 
of these incidents occurring to unlocked 
motor vehicles, we decided to revis-

it the message of, Lock It, or Lose It!, 
for the Safety Tip of the Month 
for November. This mes-
sage is also timely 
as the Christmas 
shopping season 
is quickly com-
ing upon us, and 
the likelihood that we 
will all be out shopping 
and leaving items within 
our vehicles is increased at 
this time of year.
Below are a few reminders of 
some simple steps that can be taken 
to help reduce the risk of these items 
being stolen:

• Lock your doors – by simply locking 
the doors you greatly reduce 

the risk of a thief enter-
ing your vehicle

• Keep valuables 
out of sight – 
when out shop-

ping, put your 
shopping bags and 

other packages in the 
trunk, or keep them with 

you to reduce the incentive 
for someone to enter your ve-

hicle
• Take items with you – Do not 

leave valuables such as your wallet, 
purse, lap tops, or tools in your vehicle; 

especially overnight
• Always roll your windows up – reduce 
the risk of someone entering your vehi-
cle through an open window, simply by 
closing it all the way
• Never leave your vehicle running while 
unattended – leaving your keys in your 
vehicle provides an easy opportunity for 
it to be stolen. Take your keys with you, 
to help prevent this crime of opportunity 
from happening
To summarize, by simply locking your 
doors and leaving items out of sight we 
can all play a role in crime prevention. 
The message here is – if thieves can see 
it, they will steal it. So, Lock It, or Lose 
It!

Fire department announces 
partnership aimed at increased 

safety initiative 
On November 1, Enbridge Gas, the Fire 

Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council and 
Stratford Fire Department announced 
they are working to improve home safety 
and bring fire and carbon monoxide-relat-
ed deaths down to zero.

Stratford Fire Department received 234 
combination smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms through Safe Community Project 
Zero–a public education campaign that 
will provide over 16,600 alarms to resi-
dents in 70 municipalities across Ontario.

This year, Enbridge Gas invested 
$500,000 in Safe Community Proj-
ect Zero, and over the past 13 years, the 
program has provided more than 68,000 
alarms to Ontario fire departments. When 
properly installed and maintained, com-
bination smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms help provide the early warning to 
safely escape from a house fire or carbon 
monoxide exposure. Carbon monoxide is 
a toxic, odourless gas that is a by-product 
of incomplete combustion of many types 
of common fuels.

“Carbon monoxide is known as the ‘si-
lent killer’ for a reason, and we have proof 
that prevention saves lives. We know that 

the best way to avoid carbon monoxide ex-
posure is to eliminate it at the source by 
properly maintaining fuel-burning equip-
ment, and that the alarms are a critical 
second line of defense to protect against 
carbon monoxide poisoning,” says Steven 
Jelich, Director, Southwest Region Opera-
tions for Enbridge Gas.

“The objective of Safe Community Proj-
ect Zero is to deliver combination smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms to Ontario 
communities who need them the most,” 
says Jon Pegg, Ontario Fire Marshal and 
Chair of the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire 
Safety Council. “It’s a program that fire 
departments can adopt to help educate 
their communities about the requirement 
for all Ontario homes to have a CO alarm 
if they have a fuel-burning appliance or an 
attached garage.”

Stratford Fire Chief John Paradis said 
the City is pleased to join with Enbridge 
and the Marshal’s council.

“The Project Zero campaign with the 
delivery of smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms to fire departments in the province 
will help protect homes that may have oth-
erwise been left unprotected,” he said.
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Pretty Good Pizza Stratford

In the past year, The Red Rabbit has 
been keeping Stratford on its toes with an 
array of exciting new themed menus, each 
which run for approximately one month. 
The popularity of these pop-ups have 
proved very successful and are certainly 
worth a visit to this hip dining establish-
ment. 

We recently attended the second open-
ing evening of ‘The last Schmaltz’, anoth-
er transformative dining experience which 
can be described as a mashup of some of 
the best things: schnitzel house, Oktober-
fest, and comforting Jewish fare. 

Out of an array of tantalizing selec-
tions, we decided upon sharing a German 
themed charcuterie board (Brezel-Kase-
Brett) consisting of fresh, warm pretzels, 
pickled vegetables and meats, two vintag-
es of sauerkraut, a lovely spicy mustard 
and the most incredible beer and cheese 
dip- perfect for two people. My spouse, 
being of German heritage had a difficult 
time deciding on his entrée as everything 
was so appetizing but settled on Chick-
en and Matzo Ball soup which he raved 
about our entire meal. It was a battle for 
him to decide between the soup, Bub-

bys’s Holiday Brisket which comes with 
spaetzle (a favourite), filet of sole, or the 
Schlachteplatte. The latter is meant for 
sharing between two people and offers an 
array of Perth County pork products, cab-
bage, sauerkraut, baked potato a grainy 
mustard. It is a typical dish to Alsace Lor-
raine where his family hails. I had the eas-
ier decision as my heart has been set on 
the McIntosh Farm Schnitzel since I first 
read the menu. It came with a refreshing 

cabbage & granny smith apple slaw, lem-
on and German potato salad. Of course, 
they offer a wonderfully unique selection 
of both alcoholic and non-alcoholic cock-
tails and beers to accompany this menu. 
Serving sizes are never meek at Red Rab-
bit, so we left utterly suffoncified but are 
planning to return before the menu ends in 
mid November as we missed out on des-
sert! 

The servers at the Red Rabbit are won-

derful at guiding you through their menus 
and helping with your selections, addi-
tionally the menu features a glossary of 
terms, so you are well informed for your 
order. I would recommend a reservation as 
these events are always popular and fill up 
quickly. 

To dine in, masks must be worn when 
not seated, guests must be over the age of 
12 and have proof of vaccination.

Pick-up is also available. 
Available Wednesday through Sunday.
http://www.redrabbitbistro.com 

Everyone loves a good slice of pie. 
Pizza that, is from, Pretty Good Pizza. 
A new establishment has popped up in 
recent months in the former location 
of Pizza Bistro on Wellington Street 
offering the humble promise of ‘pretty 
good pizza and not bad wine’ which is 
the understatement of the year. 

Our friends who have visited all 
raved about the naturally leavened, 
hand tossed 16” pies which can also 
be served by the slice or in a square 
pan format (like a deep dish) featur-
ing three sizes. The menu also offers 
an array of seasonal snacks and plates, 
natural and fine wines, beer, and a 
bottle shop. Dine in and take out are 
available. 

The menu is on a smaller scale, but 
all ingredients are the finest and local-
ly sourced when possible. Not many 
pizza places offer a selection of raw 
oysters or the best shrimp cocktail 
with a house made sauce that blew 
both of our minds. We enjoyed both 
of those for our appetizers. The list of 
appetizers suggest fresh salads, small 

plates, and unique snacks; this would 
be the ideal location for a relaxed meal 
to share and enjoy. The bottle shop 
also offers an array or wines so this is 
truly a one stop shop if you decide on 
take out. 

Out of 6 pie flavours (adds ons are 
optional) we selected the Deluxxxe 
pizza with red sauce, dry mozzarella, 
pepperoni, sausage, poblano peppers, 
and portobello mushrooms. Accompa-
nying house made dips just enhanced 
our experience as we tried the creamy 
garlic & chili crisp at the recommen-
dation of our server. To emphasize 
how much we enjoyed our pizza, we 
ordered the same one two days lat-
er with the same suggested dip and 
the little gem salad featuring radish, 
scallion, ranch and fried shallots. The 
square pies are offered in three fla-
vours as well as individual slices and 
there is something for everyone on 
this menu. 

Desserts rotate so be sure to ask your 
server what sweet concoction they are 
offering on your visit. 

This pop up will be running until 
Christmas so make sure you take ad-
vantage of this wonderful establish-
ment while you still can!

Wednesday-Thursday
3:00-9:00pm
Friday 3:00-11:00pm
Saturday 1:00-11:00pm
Sunday 1:00-9:00pm 

RESTAURANT GUIDE
Local Flavour Red Rabbit

64 Wellington St, Stratford • 519-305-6464
Pretty Good Pizza Stratford

72 Wellington Str., Stratford • 519-305-1999

Featuring The Red Rabbit: The Last Schmaltz – 
Kashrut contradiction, with German schnitzel too!

LAUREN EEDY

Stratford Times Correspondent

LAUREN EEDY

Stratford Times Correspondent

Brezel-Käse-Brett; warm soft pretzels, crudite, pickles. Obatzda beer cheese for dipping 
and two vintages of sauerkraut.

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTO)

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTO)
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The Gingko
JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Correspondent

The present-day gingko biloba tree (also known as the 
maidenhair tree) traces its origins to the Mesozoic era, 
150 million years ago. In the Buddhist religion of China 
and Japan it is regarded as sacred and has been cultivated 
on temple grounds. It was first brought to the West about 
250 years ago.

The gingko is a massive tree and specimens, some be-
lieved to be more than 1,000 years old, can reach an enor-
mous size. In the fall the foliage turns a brilliant shade 
of yellow.

(Information source -- New York; Toronto: The Mar-
shall Cavendish Illustrated Book of Trees and Forests of 
the World, Vol. 1, 1990.)

My thoughts on Stratford's magnificent Gingko, which 
welcomes visitors at the entrance to the Festival Theatre:

The Blessing Tree
This tree

A mystery.
How old?
Eternity.

Like a universe forever beckoning
To bring us to a final reckoning,
Instead, it bestows on us an offer

Richer than a golden coffer.

Shrouded in a cloud of fans
Alive, alert, celestial hands,
Confer on us a benediction

That comes with no ordained contrition.

If you too seek its sheltering arms
And freedom from endemic harms,

It will not quiz you on intention
But bless without preset condition.

This golden love, a great delight
Brings heaven to earth and earth to light,

Give thanks to it and our great earth
That gives and gives and has since birth.

(JULIA SCHNEIDER PHOTO)

Christmas Night 
Market Dates

Sip and Shop Stratford is presenting yet another Christ-
mas event with four dates spanning through out Novem-
ber and December at the Stratford Country Club from 
5:00-9:00pm for you to get some holiday shopping com-
pleted and support local. Masks and vaccine passports 
are mandatory. $2 admission fee at the door. 

These themed events will host over 20 handcrafted ven-
dors. Come out, grab a drink and shop a variety of local 
businesses which enjoying complimentary canapes with 
friends! 

If interested in becoming a vendor, please email sipand-
shopstratford@gmail.com

November 3: Cozy Christmas
November 17: Our Favourite Things
December 1: A Very Sweary Christmas
December 15: Nostalgia Christmas 

No matter the season - 
mental health matters

Mindy Gough sees a lot of different 
people in her job, often times seeing 
them when they’re not at their best.

As a case manager for the Canadi-
an Mental Health Association of Hu-
ron-Perth, Gough said that since the 
start of the pandemic she’s been see-
ing more people who are struggling 
to cope with the resulting stressors 
brought on by COVID-19.

“The most common thing I’m see-
ing is the isolation – many people feel 
isolated because of the lock downs 
and (pandemic) restrictions,” she 
said. “Most people understand the ne-
cessity of these measures, but many 
avenues for contact with others have 
been closed or curtailed, and this has 
left many people without meaningful 
human contact.”

As we approach the holidays while 
still stuck somewhere in the timeline 
of the pandemic, Gough encourages 
people to reach out to those they ha-
ven’t heard from in a while to make 
sure they’re doing okay. That loss so 
many people have been experiencing 
can perhaps feel not as overwhelming 
when you know others are dealing 
with it as well.

“Loss has been such a common 
theme of our work during the pan-
demic, from smaller losses such as 
trips or other plans put aside to larger 
losses like weddings delayed or jobs 
lost to very big losses such as losing 
a loved one and not being able to be 
with her/him at the time of death,” 
she said. “We have tried to help peo-
ple understand that it is okay to grieve 

these losses, that we don’t need to 
compare the depth of our loss to the 
losses of others, and that we are al-
lowed to feel sad, disappointed and 
cheated by these losses. Equally, we 
have tried to focus on looking for a 
positive, healthy path forward, wheth-
er it be to a new identity, a new nor-
mal, or a new opportunity. Gratitude 
for small things has been a way for 
many people to begin healing from 
their losses.”

Having had to deal with a lot of 
her work virtually, Gough provided 
a copy of her presentation ‘Thriving 
During the Pandemic’ to the Times. 
A compilation of different strategies 
sourced from different authorities 
on the subject, Gough points out that 
there are plenty of ways to thrive in 
uncertain times but leads off her pre-
sentation by talking about resilience.

“Stress can cause any number of 
physical and emotional side effects, 
and it’s natural to feel stress, anxiety, 
grief, and worry during this pandem-
ic,” she said. “Resilience allows us, 
despite these feelings, to recover, re-
spond and bounce back.”

Tips that Gough offers as part of the 
presentation include:

• Staying physically safe from the 
virus

• Limit media consumption to re-
duce anxiety

• Don’t make the virus your only 
topic of conversation

• Get & provide warm, comforting 
social support and engage in comfort 
behaviours

That last part can be a key com-
ponent that many people overlook, 
as they may ne naturally inclined to 

help others before turning attention 
inward.

“The idea of self-care is so import-
ant, and yet so neglected by so many 
of us,” she said. “Many of us tend to 
be pretty hard on ourselves – more 
critical and judgemental than we are 
of others. All of us can improve in 
this regard by reminding ourselves – 
in writing if necessary – to treat our-
selves with love and respect. I often 
talk with clients about treating them-
selves the way they might treat a good 
friend who is struggling, with gentle-
ness and encouragement.”

Gough says that paying attention to 
the signs of someone suffering mental 
or emotional stress are key to offering 
help. Changes from typical behaviour 
where someone becomes more irrita-
ble and grouchier may point towards 
a person suffering from depression, 
which she said many people confuse 
with sadness. Open dialogue is one 
way to help.

“We can listen, we can keep an open 
mind, we can refrain from offering 
quick advice,” she said. “We can offer 
to assist the person who is suffering 
to find some help, and we can encour-
age that person to reach out to her/his 
doctor, to crisis services, to mental 
health services, or to the emergency 
room.”

Help and resources can be found 
by contacting the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Huron-Perth, by 
calling (519) 273-1391. Anyone deal-
ing with loss and grieving during the 
holidays can also find resources on-
line at the Bereaved Families of On-
tario (Midwestern Region) by logging 
on to www.bfomidwest.org.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor
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Facebook StratfordTimesNewspaper | Twitter @Stratford_Times | Instagram @Stratford_Times

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD!
JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION 

Contact: 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or call 519-655-2341



November 2021 29Stratford Times

Do you have specific goals? 
Have you found yourself set-
ting goals that you simply can’t 
seem to achieve? You are NOT 
alone!! We can wax lyrical about 
healthy foods and how they im-
pact the body all we want to, but 
one of the biggest impacts we 
can make on our health, on our 
body weight and on reducing our 
risk of chronic disease is mind-
set.

Now don’t get me wrong, 
incorporating foods that are 
healthier and that nourish the 
body are going to have a hugely 
beneficial impact on health, but 
unless your head is in the game, 
you are not going to see the re-

sults you want to achieve.
Have you ever noticed that 

the more you tell yourself that 
you’re not good at something the 
worse you seem to get at it? Or 
perhaps on a more positive note, 
the things that you know you are 
good at, you really excel in?

You hear your own voice in 
your head more than you hear 
anyone else’s - we talk to our-
selves in a way that we wouldn’t 
even consider talking to a close 
friend or family member that we 
love. We tell ourselves that we 
can’t do things, that we are no 
good at things, and this leads to 
a total lack of confidence in our 
own ability to succeed.

We all have insecurities and 
fears that we don’t want to voice 
out loud. Our minds can be our 
biggest cheerleader or our worst 
critic and this is especially true 
when it comes to healthy eating. 

Have you ever made a new 
years resolution about quitting 
wine, or sugar, or processed food 
only to find that you hit a barri-
er two weeks in? Have you ever 
said “diet starts tomorrow” only 
to find that tomorrow comes and 
you start the day really well, but 

find that by lunchtime it’s just 
too stressful, and you feel your-
self reaching for something you 
were trying not to have? We tell 
ourselves that we can’t do it any-
more, that we only live once, so 
why not have that cookie or piece 
of chocolate cake? Then we eat 
it really quickly without giving 
it any real thought and end up 
filled with guilt and shame.

In my opinion it comes from 
trying to take on too much in 
one go, and not really knowing 
why we are making those resolu-
tions in the first place. Too many 
changes at once sets you up for 
failure. I think small steps to-
wards an overall health journey 
are really important. 

Mindful eating is about en-
joying the food you are having 
and eating intentionally. Are 
you someone who watches TV 
or scrolls through your phone 
as you eat? Are you so focused 
on getting your kids to eat that 
you forget to eat yourself and 
end up picking at their leftovers 
because you are hungry? Do you 
make time to have a meal and 
enjoy it? 

I know, I have been there, I 

used to eat my kids leftovers 
while cleaning up the kitchen 
with the TV on in the back-
ground and checking my phone 
for messages - SO many things 
at once right?! So while my ini-
tial step was to change my diet, 
I did notice such quick and im-
pactful changes when I changed 
my mindset towards food, and 
really worked out what I wanted 
and why.

I took time to set some goals 
and really think about them. I 
was fed up with feeling exhaust-
ed, unhappy and overweight; but 
I had to think about why it was 
important to me not to feel those 
things. For me, I wanted to be 
fun and energetic so that I could 
enjoy my time with my fami-
ly and friends and not be such 
a downer, I also wanted to feel 
pretty in that little black dress 
that was hiding in the back of the 
wardrobe. What are your rea-
sons for making a change? Why 
are those reasons important to 
you? Really think about YOUR 
reasons, and write them down. 
Writing things down make them 
a goal that can be achieved rath-
er than just a dream.

When you sit down to eat, take 
the time to make your meal nice: 
set the table, eat your meal with 
a glass of something you enjoy, 
put the phone away, turn the 
TV off, play some music in the 
background and really taste ev-
ery bite. If you’re going to have 
the bar of chocolate, sit down, 
eat it and think about it, savour 
the flavour of every mouthful.

You may think these things 
don’t make a difference but 
they really do; I will never stop 
talking about how food is meant 
to be enjoyed every day, how it 
should be an event not a chore, 
how food doesn’t have to be our 
enemy and how it shouldn’t be 
so damn difficult and confusing 
to eat!

If you have any thoughts on 
mindful eating I would love to 
hear them, so please do get in 
touch over on Facebook or Ins-
tagram.

Until next time….. Be well xx
Danielle Williams is a Reg-

istered Nutritionist and can 
be found at www.daniellewil-
liamsnutrition.com and on In-
stagram and Facebook @dan-
iellewilliamsnutrition 

STRATFORD WARRIORS
November 12, 19, 26, December 3, 10; 
7:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford Warriors

STRATFORD FIGHTING IRISH
November 13, 27, December 4; 4:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford Fighting 
Irish

MISTLETOE MARKET CHRISTMAS 
ON THE FARM
Saturday, November 13, 2021; 10:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m.
5185 Line 32, Mitchell
Multiple vendors and crafters for all of your 
holiday shopping.

ON-LINE STARLITE BAZAAR
Monday, November 15 • 9:00 a.m. to Nov. 19, 
2021; 2:00 p.m.
St. Peter's Lutheran Church
Gift Baskets, Wreaths, Centrepieces and Crafts 
Visit www.facebook.com/stpeterstratford 
(events page) for more information

CHILD'S SMILE WEEKEND
November 19 - November 21, 2021
Joe's Diner - Stratford & St. Marys
All proceeds of french toast will be donated to 
A Child's Smile, to ensure all children in the 
community have toys under the Christmas tree.

CHRISTMAS MARKET NIGHT
November 17, December 1, 15; 5-9 p.m.

Stratford Country Club
Themes for each night "Our Favourite Things", 
"A Very Sweary Christmas" and "Nostalgia 
Christmas"

GAME NIGHT
Monday, November 22, 2021; 6:30pm
Stratford Pulic Library
Ever wanted to get started on creating scenery, 
characters, and game pieces for tabletop gaming 
like Dungeons and Dragons or Gaslands? 
Each week will feature a different theme. Pre-
register for this program by contacting Eric at 
eball@pcin.on.ca or 519-271-0220 x163

LADIES AUXILIARY LUNCH
Wednesday, November 24; 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m.
Stratford Legion Branch 8, 804-B Ontario 
St., Stratford
Take out turkey dinner $14. Delivery $2. 
Reserve tickets call Mary-Helen at 519-273-
1389 before November 19, 2021.

CALLIE MCCULLOUGH
Thursday, November 25; 7:00 p.m.
Revival House, 70 Brunswick St, Stratford
Tickets $25. Special guest Williams Daughter. 
www.revivalhouse.ca

WINTER WANDER-LAND
November 27 & 28, 2021
Stratford Market Square
An onsite blacksmith, horse-drawn carriage 
rides and marshmallow roasting at one of 
the two firepits (COVID protocols in place - 
marshmallows provided). This is a two-day 

FREE event.

SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Sunday, November 28; 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Starting William Allman Memorial Arena, 
travelling up Morenz Drive/Nile Street to 
Ontario Street, then along Downie Street on 
the way to City Hall
Fifty floats are expected to participate, and 
Santa Claus will be in the final one.

TOYS, GAMES & COLLECTIBLES 
SHOW
Saturday, December 4, 2021; 10:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m.

Festival Inn, 1144 Ontario St., Stratford
Enjoy 40+ tables full of Transformers, G.I. 
Joe, Board and Video Games, Funko Pops, Hot 
Wheels, YuGiOh Cards, and so much more! 
Admission is $2 per person, children 12 and 
under free.

WINTER FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
December 17 - January 28, 2021; 5:00 10:00 
p.m.
Stratford Market Square, Stratford Festival 
- Avon Theatre, Shakespearean Gardens, 
Tom Patterson Island

DANIELLE WILLIAMS

Stratford Times Correspondent

THE FABULOUS FOODIE: Mindful Eating & Goal Setting

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE UNIT 261
151 Lorne Ave. East, Stratford Ontario

Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The cost of a meal is $9.00. The cost of a meal is $9.00. 
Take outs are available.Take outs are available.

FRIDAY LUNCHESFRIDAY LUNCHES

COMING EVENTS Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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It all started when I noticed about a doz-
en people all pointing in my direction, 
saying, “Paul can set this up! Let’s do it.” I 
had no idea what they were talking about.

But when it was explained, I was in! The 
group was our Friday golf group. End of 
season loomed, so the folks at that end of 
the table had decided we should celebrate 
with a day trip to Niagara wine country. 
Furthermore, they decided my friend Don, 
who has experience in the travel business, 
should arrange the bus, and I, apparently 
known for experience with wine, should 
arrange the winery visits.

Turns out, that isn’t all that easy, in these 
cautious days. Several wineries I contact-
ed could not handle a group that eventu-
ally topped out at 30 people. And I went 
through four restaurant contacts before I 
found one that could host our group, at a 
reasonable price.

The good news? The four wineries that 
welcomed us are four of my very favou-
rite, smaller wineries, all around the 
Beamsville and Vineland area. And the 
restaurant – actually recommended by 
another eatery that couldn’t accommodate 
us – was terrific.

So, if you are heading for wine country 
any time soon (and this is a perfect time 
of year to do so), perhaps you can build on 
our experience.

We visited four wineries: Vieni, Field-
ing, Calamus, and Flat Rock Cellars.

A winery visit in itself is different from 
pre-COVID days. No longer do you do 
tastings at a wine bar; you are seated at 

a table, and you purchase a flight of wine, 
which includes three or four two-ounce 
tastings – sometimes, a big two ounces. 
Cost of flights varied, from $10 to $20. 
Some wineries add HST to that base cost; 
at others, it’s included. But at each of these 
four wineries, it was worth the money.

Each winery was unique and interest-
ing. We started at Vieni, a relatively new 
winery specializing in Italian style wine, 
especially wine made using the appas-
simento method, which sees the grapes 
partially dried before the wine is made 
– producing a rich, full-bodied red wine. 
Delicious.

Then off to Fielding Estates, where, un-
like at the other wineries, we could build 
our own flight of three wines, ordering 
off an extensive list of possibilities. Our 
choices were placed served on individu-
alized placemats, labeled specifically for 
our order. Personally, I am a huge fan of 
Fielding Rieslings, so I was in heaven.

Two wineries and seven (count ‘em, 
seven) small glasses of wine made for a 
fulfilling morning, so it was off to lunch, 
at the delightfully named “Smoke and 
Moonshine” restaurant in Beamsville. If 

you are planning any kind of group tour 
(which I highly recommend, because it 
will mean you have a van or coach driv-
er who does not have seven wine samples 
before lunch, and seven more after), this 
is the place. I booked our arrival time, 
and Celynn Sullivan and her colleagues 
had platters of barbecue meats, mac and 
cheese, beans, cornbread and other de-
licious food, on our tables within three 
minutes of our arrival. A great meal, and 
a good deal – twenty bucks a person. 

Then off to Calamus Estates Winery, 

where jovial owner Peter Helsdingen 
joined us and gave an entertaining pre-
sentation about the winery and its history, 
and their wines.

And finally, we stopped at Flat Rock 
Cellars, makers of one of my favourite 
brands of wine (“Twisted”), where mar-
keting manager Marli Hadden guided us 
through an informative and delicious four-
wine tasting.

It was a perfect day. It’s important 
to note, though, that the pandemic has 
changed things. Tastings at Fielding and 
Vieni are in tents with open sides; at Cala-
mus, a new extension to the heritage barn 
that houses the winery and tasting room 
is under cover, but with a side open to the 
gardens. At Flat Rock, we could have been 
accommodated indoors, our group split 
into two, but we lucked into great weather, 
and sat on tables on the grassy patio that is 
actually the roof of their cellars.

Number of customers – masked, of 
course – is limited in the sales rooms. And 
if you are doing any indoor tastings, you 
have to be double vaccinated. 

It takes some planning, but in our day 
of cautious travel, doing the work to ar-
range a wine trip – especially to these four 
wonderful wineries – pays huge dividends 
in enjoyment, camaraderie and, of course, 
wonderful wines. The storage compart-
ments of the bus were full, on the trip 
home.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel 
writer. To contact Paul about travel, his 
books, or speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE'LL GO: Wine time: Fall is the 
perfect time for winery tours

PAUL KNOWLES

Contributor

Vieni winery, home of terrific, Italian style wines.

A quartet of servers at Fielding Estates.

Open air tasting at Flat Rock Cellars; in the foreground, from left, Cathy Grant, Judy 
Nussey and Maureen Sanderson.

The unique tasting space at Calamus winery – and some happy tasters.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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Energy Minister Todd Smith was in Perth 
East on October 13, joining Perth-Welling-
ton MPP Randy Pettapiece and Perth East 
Mayor Rhonda Ehgoetz to announce that 
approximately 44 local homes, farms and 
businesses in Brunner will be able to con-
nect to natural gas for the first time thanks 
to the province’s Natural Gas Expansion 
Program.

Under Phase 2 of the program, Ontario 
will allocate $814,850 to support new con-
nections to the natural gas distribution sys-
tem and help make life more affordable in 
Perth-Wellington.

 “Our government is making good on 
its promise to deliver affordable energy 
and expand natural gas pipelines to more 
communities,” said MPP Pettapiece. “Ac-
cess to natural gas will help more families 
and businesses find energy savings, while 
promoting economic development and job 
creation across Perth-Wellington.”

 The Ontario government is expanding 
access to natural gas across the province 
to help keep the cost of energy low for 
families, businesses and farmers. Phase 
2 of the Natural Gas Expansion Program 
will allocate more than $234 million to 

support approximately 8,750 connections 
in 43 rural, northern and Indigenous com-
munities.

“As part of our government’s plan to 
make life more affordable, we are low-
ering energy costs for homes, businesses 
and farms across rural, remote and under-
served communities,” said Minister Smith. 
“With Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expan-
sion program, we’re putting people first, 
bringing prosperity to their communities, 
and ensuring Ontario remains open for 
business.”

The average household could save be-
tween $250 to $1,500 per year in energy 
costs by switching to natural gas from 
costlier fuel sources. Businesses are ex-
pected to save up to 30 per cent per year 
on energy costs.

“It is great news for Perth East,” said 
Perth East Mayor Rhonda Ehgoetz. “We’re 
very excited and happy that it’s coming. 
Thank you to the government for making 
it possible.”

Having natural gas come to Brunner will 
help further reduce the cost of living for 
residents and promote economic develop-
ment in the township’s rural communities 
through greater access to natural gas as a 
cheaper energy source.

“We’re thrilled that through Ontario’s 
Natural Gas Expansion Program, En-
bridge Gas will bring much needed and 
wanted natural gas in the most affordable 

way to more communities across Ontario, 
including this one,” said Cynthia Hansen, 
Executive Vice President & President, Gas 
Distribution & Storage, Enbridge Inc.

Hansen continued: “Natural gas is the 
most economic way to heat buildings and 
water, and we are excited to work with lo-
cal officials and the community to move 
this project forward, so residents can ben-
efit from the cost savings, and local busi-
nesses can be more competitive.”

Construction for projects under Phase 2 
will begin as soon as this year, with all 28 
expansion projects expected to be under-
way by the end of 2025.

QUICK FACTS
• Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion 

Program will allocate more than $234 mil-
lion to support 28 new natural gas expan-
sion projects from 2021 to 2026.

• Since its launch in 2019, Phase 1 of the 
Natural Gas Expansion Program has sup-
ported projects that are forecasted to con-
nect over 9,000 customers, in 16 commu-
nities, to natural gas.

• Phase 1 and 2 projects are funded 
through a $1-per-month charge to existing 
natural gas customers.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Backgrounder: https://www.ontario.ca/

page/natural-gas-expansion-program
Additional information: https://www.on-

tario.ca/page/natural-gas-expansion-pro-
gram

A fundraising dinner held to 
assist Deb Sterkenburg in her 
fight with cancer has given her 
a huge boost – financially and 
emotionally.

The porkchop dinner held 
October 22nd, at the Van Nes 
family farm just outside of 
Stratford, helped raise $54,800 
towards her care during immu-
notherapy treatment designed 
to combat colorectal cancer. 
There were 1,000 tickets sold 
for the event, while donations 
and a 50/50 draw were also held 
to help raise money.

“I’ll have the fourth dose on 
November 11, which will be the 
end of the first cycle in this line 
of treatment,” she said. “To date, 
that will have cost $57,917.20. 
Once I finish the first stage, I’ll 
move on to taking one antibody 
(the drug Opdivo), and they are 
estimating that will cost me ap-
proximately $6,000 a month. 
The cost is dosage-dependent, 
but I’ll be taking that for the rest 
of my life.”

The cost could fluctuate up 
prior to Sterkenburg getting 
her prescription, and they won’t 
be able to determine what dos-
age she’ll need until she’s had 
a CAT scan to figure out what 

parts of her body the cancer is 
in. Because of the ongoing pan-
demic, she said getting that scan 
has been delayed – along with 
other key components.

“My oncologist was hoping 
that I would be able to get fund-
ing through the London Health 
Sciences Fund ‘Access Cancer 
Therapies’ (ACT), but the fund-
raising for that program has 
slowed down during COVID, 
too,” she said. “Someone from 
Listowel who was at the fund-
raiser (Erik Spek) wants to have 
a fundraiser for ACT to help re-
plenish the funds for everyone. 
Right now, the money coming 
in is going out just as fast so it’s 
tough to get help that way.”

Another way Sterkenburg is 
hoping to generate help – now 
and long-term – is getting more 
signatures to her petition to get 
this type of immunotherapy 
covered by OHIP. As of press 
time, the petition has more than 
18,000 signed on and she says 
the goal is to hit at least 25,000.

“We need to get more people 
who don’t know me to sign the 
petition so we can reach our 
goal,” she said. “Once it hits 
25,000, the platform where 
we’re hosting it (www.change.
org/cancertherapy) will start 
sharing it to a wider audience 
and that’s where we’ll really 

start to see things happen.”
Always the optimist that 

things are going in the right di-
rection, Sterkenburg said this 
whole process with the petition 
and the fundraising dinner has 
been emotionally overwhelm-
ing. With a heart full of grat-
itude and eyes trying to hide 
tears, she couldn’t thank every-
one enough.

“I’ve gone through treat-
ments that haven’t worked, but 
after the first stage of this I’m 
feeling better,” she said. “I’ve 
gotten my third COVID vacci-
nation shot recently, along with 
a few others that left me a little 
tired, but I believe this is going 
to work. I’m getting around a 
lot better, and I looked after my 
grandson, Hudson, for the first 
time since he was born. Thank-
ing everyone doesn’t seem like 
it’s enough – I really don’t feel 
like I’m alone in this struggle 
any more. People who I thought 
would come to our 40-year high 
school reunion and didn’t came 
to the fundraiser. The girl who 
sang at my wedding 36 years 
ago was there, and the last time 
I’d seen her was at my wed-
ding!”

Sterkenburg wanted to pay 
special thanks to donations 
from Perth County Pork Pro-
ducers for the pork chops, Hahn 

Farms (1998) Ltd., for the sal-
ads, beans and tarts made by 
Janice Mitchell Catering (which 
donated some condiments at 
cost and provided free delivery), 
the Towne & Cheese Shop in 
St. Marys for potatoes, Van Nes 
Farms for clam shell containers, 
Sassy’s in Thorndale for buns, 
and Cascades for the boxes the 
food was packaged in. She also 
felt especially touched when 

Janet Everitt of AdvancedAir 
donated the 50/50 winnings 
($3,560) back to Sterkenburg.

“I also want to thank the 
members of the committee who 
helped with this: Marg Van Nes, 
Carolyn Klomp, Dianne Kruse, 
Sandy Brander, Brittany Petrie, 
and Cheryl Otto,” she said. 
“Without them, this doesn’t 
happen. I’m so grateful to ev-
eryone.”

Fundraiser gives boost to local’s fight with cancer
Sterkenburg still pushing petition for more signatures before submission

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Randy Pettapiece spoke in Perth East to announce that approximately 44 local homes, 
famrs and businesses in Brunner would benefit from natural gas.
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Energy Minister in Perth East to announce natural gas expansion

The following was received from the organizing committee following a 
very successful Cancer Fundraiser.
Thank you to the St. Marys, Perth South and surrounding communities 
for supporting the Deb Sterkenburg Cancer Fundraiser. Special shout 
out to the gang at Towne & Country Cheese Shoppe for donating the 
potatoes, Sassys of Thorndale for the buns, Hahn Farms for the pork 
chops, and Cascades for the boxes. Thanks also to everyone who sold 
tickets, helped make boxes, to helping out the day of the event and to 
the Downie Optimists for their time and direction on how to run this 
event. The 50/50 draw was was won by Janet Everitt of Advanced Air 
and donated back to Deb. We are blessed to live in such a great com-
munity as we raised over $55,000.
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Solutions on page 31

Word Search
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Riddles

Sudoku

Memorial
Peace
Medals
Honour
Parade
Veterans
Poppy
Remember
Heroes
November
Brave
Salute
Wreath
Sacrifice

Pet of the 
Month

JIGGLY PUFF & 
EEVEE 

Look who’s available for adoption! 
Jiggly Puff and Eevee are sweet, loveable 

rats. These two siblings love snuggles 
and leafy greens. If you’re interested in 

adopting them, visit our website for more 
information and to fill out an application: 

https://kwsphumane.ca/adopt/small-
animals

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

MEMORIAL PEACE MEDALS 

HONOUR PARADE VETERANS 

POPPY REMEMBER HEROES 

NOVEMBER BRAVE SALUTE 

WREATH SACRIFICE  

Name:                                          

Y I X V P J P D E E B W X L L S J B J C

R R I A S T F J Y G V F E E K U Y G S E

Z X V M R R W K Y J A A T T P V P Z H W

W L C N E Z S G L V K L R N U F P K T J

J V V T V E J G J L E H V B I L P N R K

M H Q I L A J Z L X T B Z V L X A X E J

V D G P H J E J U A S J J E W S A S B D

P T A B E L S M E H R E H T Z I P E M A

E P K Z J W A R N G Q R O E S L A D E M

A R T Y L X W I N Q K S C R G I R R V Y

C D Y I V M V T R P Z I R A E Y A H O K

E B A H F D U E A O F E F N F H D I N E

E H O N O U R S C I M P K S C R E R F B

D Y X E T N Q P R E Y E K O G P O J U H

H H J E Y C S C M K O Z M A N I G J Y E

K U O D U F A B D V L S A X C B W P B M

G Q B X H S E C I M Q P L W X M P F Y S

N Z B D X R O L C B N E V V W O S D P U

T O F W O Y C C B Z G G B N P Z M H R Z

L X I E B P L X J W P J U F R D J I W X

Sudoku

Id: 99104

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

4 6 9 3
3 1 4 2

7 8 1
9 1 6

4 3
5

2 4 8 7
8 2

Solution
8 2 4 1 6 9 5 3 7

3 1 7 5 4 8 6 2 9

9 6 5 7 3 2 8 4 1

5 9 2 3 7 4 1 8 6

4 8 1 2 9 6 7 5 3

6 7 3 8 1 5 4 9 2

1 4 9 6 5 3 2 7 8

2 3 6 4 8 7 9 1 5

7 5 8 9 2 1 3 6 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A gummy bear.

What does the sun skate on?
Solarblades

What happened to the shark when he ate 
too many keys?

He turned into the Lock-ness monster.

What is yellow on the outside and gray 
on the inside?

A school bus full of elephants

Why did the jellybean go to school?
To become a smartie

What is a gas station's favorite type of 
shoes?
Pumps.

What has four wheels and flies?
Garbage truck

How do you eat an elephant?
One bite at a time.

What do you do when you see a 
spaceman?

Park in it

Why was the crab arrested?
For pinching

What do you call an angry polar bear?
Nothing, just run.

What is white on the outside, green on 
the inside and hops?

A frog sandwich.
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k-w surplusSTRATFORD

a unique shopping experiences

looking for a full time job?

join the k-w surplus team today!

E-MAIL YOUR RESUME TO:
stratfordkwsurplus@gmail.com

OR

DROP OFF YOUR RESUME TO: 
K-W Surplus

447 Huron Street
Stratford, ON

N5A 5T8

CUT OUT AND ADD TO RESUME

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________Tel: ___________

Work Experience:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Work References: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

We are looking for someone from Tavistock or 15 minute radius. 
Qualifications include: interest in electrical, G drivers licence, some 

skills with power tools and basic knowledge of 
construction would be helpful. We would like to 
hire someone with a 7-year commitment to our 
team, start date ASAP. 
Please email Phillip@electricalinnovators.ca   
ECRA/ESA 7010779

Environmentally ‘friendlier’ take-out options 
available at local restaurants

There’s a more sustainable option for 
your next takeout order.

The City of Stratford’s Energy and En-
vironment Committee (E&E) is encour-
aging their residents to ask to bring home 
their takeout orders with Friendlier’s re-
usable containers at participating restau-
rants. A press release from the city gave 
instructions for using the service. Cus-
tomers can pay a small deposit in their 
takeout order. When done eating, they 
can use the Friendlier app to scan the QR 
code and then get the deposit returned 
when bringing the containers back to the 
restaurants.

Sammie Orr, the youth representative 
for the E&E committee, explained a 
group of citizens came to the committee 
concerned about takeout waste. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic and especially 
during lockdown, ordering takeout from 
local restaurants was encouraged. One 
citizen suggested Friendlier, a Guelph-
based company. 

Stratford restaurants have been work-
ing with Friendlier since January 2021. 
According to the Friendlier website, 
their partners in Stratford include Ken’s 
French Fries, Grounded, Brch Café, The 
Little Green Grocery, Pazzo Pizzeria, 

Mercer Beer Hall, and the Pulp. Social 
Thirty-One in St. Marys also partners 
with Friendlier. 

Emily Chandler, the chair of the E&E 
committee, said Friendlier’s containers 
are a great way to support local restau-
rants while reducing takeout waste. Ma-
terials like aluminum, plastic-lined pa-
per containers, and Styrofoam cannot be 
recycled in the City of Stratford. Chan-
dler would hold off ordering takeout for 
a while because she had what she called 
‘eco-guilt’ over single-use items, but 
Friendlier motivates her to order it. 

"The fact that I can order takeout and 
like I said, support local restaurants, 
but not create more single-use garbage 
is a win-win to me,” she said. “I'm eat-
ing good food and I'm not filling up our 
landfill.”

Orr said that in addition to supporting 
restaurants partnered with Friendlier, to 
recognize other sustainable efforts from 
other restaurants.

“There are other restaurants who are 
trying their best and they’re really work-
ing hard and it's just great to see that 
restauranteurs have sustainability in 
their minds during such a hard time,” she 
said. 

Friendlier said that Stratford used 
20,000 reusable containers from June to 
September 2021, reducing C02 emissions 

by 1,600 kilograms, diverting 11,000 feet 
of waste, and saving 2,370 litres of water.

The E&E committee will continue 
to inform the residents about ways to 
benefit the planet. There will be a we-

binar called “Waste: The Ins and Outs 
of Getting to Net Zero” on November 
18 at 7 p.m. The event covers what can 
and cannot be recycled and composted 
in Stratford.

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent
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WANTED
SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDWANTED

WANTED

FOR SALE

WANTING TO BUY – Buy, sell or trade. All sports 
cards, hockey, baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alter-
native, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750 

TIRES FOR SALE – Four General Winter Tires
Arctic 12 225/60/17 103T M-S Extra Load Radial on Ford 
rims with sensors $500 firm 519-273-0553

McDonalds Restaurant, St. Marys - Job Opportunities
We are more than just your local restaurant. We are a collection of hardworking 
small-business owners, students working part-time, career builders, and active seniors 
getting the most out of life. Did you know that from coast to coast, we serve delicious 
choices to more than 2.5 million people in over 1,400 locations every day, or that we 
have proudly helped more than 387,000 Canadian families with sick children through 
Ronald McDonald House Charities?
Your vibe and experience
While previous experience working in food service or retail as a barista, server, sales 
associate, cashier, team member, or customer sales representative is always helpful and 
appreciated, what is most important is who you are.
You are trustworthy and have trust in others. You find joy in the details and believe 
good quality is what keeps guests coming back. You remain cool, calm and collected 
in a fast-paced environment. You understand there is no “I” in team and thrive in social 
situations. You’re always willing to learn and grow. You get that service isn’t a transac-
tion, it’s about connection. That a smile can make all the difference in someone’s day. It’s 
genuine, and it’s who you are.
The job
We are sure that you have an idea about what working with us is like, but just in case 
here are some of the highlights on what your job will entail:

• Greeting guests, taking orders and processing payments
• Preparing food and drinks
• Managing delivery and mobile orders
• Assembling orders and packaging take-out and delivery
• Keeping all surfaces clean and sanitary to ensure the safety for our guests, fellow 
  crew members, and yourself

Whether you are working in the kitchen, at the Drive-Thru, or at the front counter you are 
a part of a dynamic team that works together to deliver an exceptional guest experience.
Our offer
Working with us means that you will have the opportunity to earn and learn, flexibility, 
and a safe and inclusive work environment. What this means in practice is:

• Access to education and skills development opportunities that take you further
• A total rewards package that includes discounts, incentives, and recognition perks
• Flexible hours/shifts that suit your needs
• A safe, respectful and inclusive workplace
• Bring your authentic self to work – welcoming people of every age, background, 
and culture – just like the guests who visit our restaurants every day

How to Apply
We are currently accepting applications at both Stratford locations, Erie St. and On-
tario St., or by email to Krysta.tyler2@post.mcdonalds.ca and jordanbucht@gmail.
com. Come join us to train in one of these locations to be part of the opening team at 
the NEW St. Marys location!

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE!
JUST $10 + HST 

PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341

@StratfordTimesNewspaper 

@stratford_times 

FIND US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA!

@Stratford_Times
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

ADVERTISING

ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

CONSTRUCTION

CAREGIVERS

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICIAN

EYE CARE

FENCING / DECKS

ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

INVESTMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES

MORTGAGES

ORTHOTICS

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

TOYS

RESTAURANT

PHOTOGRAPHY

HUMANE SOCIETY

INVESTMENTS

INVESTMENTS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL SERVICES

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3119

stratfordnissan.com

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

www.vanceafinancial.com

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON 

N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511

dr.philsammut@gmail.com

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

Michelle Webber
MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca

Cell: 519-301-5155

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

6 Wellington St. 
519-271-6770

www.stratfordlawyers.comWWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA
305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

519-273-4145

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA
WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Leanne

By Leanne

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca
STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

(226) 779-3206

www.electricandcompany.ca

CINDY DAY

YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA 

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.PEAKSELECT.CA 

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs! 

Eye Exams
Glasses

Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

Caregiver Coaching

Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

MOORE 
 Creative

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. John McCrae

2. Wayne Gretzky, 
Gordie Howe, and 
Jaromir Jagr 

3. No Time To Die

4. James Webb Space 
Telescope

5. Three

6. Nepal

7. Pennsylvania

8. An army

9. Galileo

10. Whale shark

SUDOKU

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS 

LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!

Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 

call 519-655-2341

Sudoku

Id: 99104

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

4 6 9 3
3 1 4 2

7 8 1
9 1 6

4 3
5

2 4 8 7
8 2

Solution
8 2 4 1 6 9 5 3 7

3 1 7 5 4 8 6 2 9

9 6 5 7 3 2 8 4 1

5 9 2 3 7 4 1 8 6

4 8 1 2 9 6 7 5 3

6 7 3 8 1 5 4 9 2

1 4 9 6 5 3 2 7 8

2 3 6 4 8 7 9 1 5

7 5 8 9 2 1 3 6 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SOULA’S FESTIVAL 
DRESSMAKERS

42 Albert Street, Stratford
Ground Floor
519-273-3411

Christmas Toys!
For sale at Wholesale Prices

greatfindsatgreatprices@gmail.com
Call 519-703-9721
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Stratford Branch 8

ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS 
AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Branch 8 offers assistance, through the services of 
Veteran Affairs Canada, to eligible veterans, their 

spouses, widows and dependents through the Poppy 
Fund. Our Branch Service Officer Reg Simpson, with 28 
years of experience in his career, may be able to assist 
those with health and financial issues, or those dealing 

with homelessness or emergency situations. 
Call Reg at the Branch 8 office (519-271-4540) to 

arrange a consultation. He will be pleased to assist.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com

38 Wellington St. Stratford, ON
Located in the heart of beautiful downtown Stratford

519-271-7222

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR BIKE NEEDS!

Nater sworn in to 
44th Parliament

On October 26, 2021, John Nater 
was officially sworn-in as the Member 
of Parliament for Perth—Wellington 
in the 44th Canadian Parliament. The 
Oath of Allegiance was administered 
by the Clerk of the House of Commons, 
Charles Robert, during a ceremony 
which took place in Parliament’s historic 
West Block. “After an unnecessary elec-
tion and an extended delay in recalling 
Parliament, I am eager to resume repre-
senting the people of Perth—Wellington 
in the House of Commons” said M.P. 
Nater. “During the election campaign I 

heard from constituents in every corner 
of Perth—Wellington who are very con-
cerned about a number of crucial issues 
which are affecting their daily lives in-
cluding the environment, public safety, 
the agriculture sector, health care, the 
future of local businesses, rural internet 
access, and the rising cost of housing. 
These are the priorities on which I will 
focus in the new Parliament.” The House 
of Commons is scheduled to resume on 
November 22, 2021 with the election of 
the Speaker of the House of Commons 
and the Speech from the Throne.

Parliamentary Precinct Operations - John Nater & House of Commons Clerk Charles Robert.
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Contact us at stratfordtimes@gmail.com


