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STRATFORD SUPPORTS UKRAINE

STRATFORD STANDS WITH UKRAINE

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Support for Ukraine has been popping up all over the Festival City recently, as the besieged nation’s flag flies outside of Stratford City Hall. That wasn’t the only place where locals
stood united in their support – students at Stratford District Secondary School’s Screaming Avocado, along with the student council and Culinary Club teamed up to make 92 pizzas for
sale during lunch hour and to some of the school’s teachers. They raised $1,700 for the Red Cross’ Ukranian Relief Fund, with donations to that fund being matched by the Government
of Canada.
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Martchenko piles up the pages for MS research

Stratford youth shines during Read-A-Thon with more activities planned
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

How many people can say
they’ve read over 200 books
this year? Or in the last two
years? And out of that crop of
people, how many would you
think are just five years old?
Isabella Martchenko has
been taking part in the MS
Read-A-Thon at Avon Public
School, and according to her
mom, Lindsey, she’s racked
up an impressive 259 books so
far – with no signs of slowing
down.
“The first book she read was
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice – a
good old Walt Disney classic,” Lindsey said. “Her favourite book right now is ‘My
Think-A-Ma-Jink’ by Dave
Whamond. They read it in her
class, and she came home raving about it so we borrowed it
from the library.”
When Isabella was told by
her mom that the original end
date for the Read-A-Thon had
arrived on March 1 and that she
was in first place in her class’s
fundraising efforts, she nearly

began to cry when it occurred
to her that the event might be
coming to an end.
Good thing the window for
donations was extended by a
month. It’s been an incredible
journey for Lindsey and her
husband as they’ve watched
their daughter take this challenge on with childish glee.
“Last year, she challenged
herself to read 1,000 books and
almost got there by reaching
750 books within two months,”
Lindsey said. “This year she
challenged herself to read 250
and has surpassed that goal
by reading harder books. She
believes that the more books
she reads, the more donations
she’ll get so she’s been reading
like crazy. I love that Izzy can
use her passion for reading towards such an important cause
to our family, and she’s learning the value and importance
of giving back to the community at a young age. This year,
her role transitioned into more
of an ambassador, encouraging
many other kids to sign up and
read alongside her.”
The cause is one that hits

READING UP A STORM

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Isabella Martchenko just can’t stop reading! The Stratford girl, just 5
years old, has raised more than $4,200 during the MS Read-A-Thon as
of press time and has an end goal of reaching $6,000. She took some
time from her reading to visit one of her favourite places in town – the
Stratford Public Library.

It’s Tax Time Again
Three locations to serve you...
125 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-271-7581
25 Water St. N., St. Marys • 519-284-1030
210 Oxford St. E., London • 519-432-1663
www.fammeandco.on.ca

Famme & Co.
Professional Corporation

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

home for the Martchenko family, as Lindsey was diagnosed
with relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis in 2018 after giving
birth to Isabella. It took time
to figure out what was wrong
with her, as a year of tests were
conducted before doctors came
to their conclusion. Lindsey
said her daughter has watched
the various fundraising efforts
she’s done, and she’s also witnessed when her mom struggles during a relapse.
“She wants to do her part to
‘fix mommy’, and she loves
helping her mommy and understands that raising money
means getting one step closer
to finding a cure for MS,” she
said.
Isabella’s efforts haven’t gone
unnoticed in the community,
either. It started when Avon PS
ran a ‘Love of Reading Day’
where students were encouraged to wear their pyjamas and
bring their favourite book with
them as well as some loose
change to donate to Izzy’s campaign. That alone brought in almost $500.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 5

Council approves six-storey
residential building on
Queensland Road

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Stratford City Council voted 8-3 in favour
of an Official Plan and Zone Change amendment that will allow for the construction of a
six-storey residential building at the former
Sobeys site at 30 Queensland Road.
Councillor Cody Sebben expressed issues
with the proposed project due to the shadowing and privacy effects he believes the building will have on nearby existing residential
units. He requested a recorded vote on the
motion and was one of three local politicians
to oppose the project along with Councillors
Dave Gaffney and Martin Ritsma.
Mayor Mathieson along with Councillors
Beatty, Burbach, Bunting, Clifford, Henderson, Ingram, and Vassilakos all voted in support of the project.
Several letters from Stratford residents were
submitted in opposition to the project, with
multiple urging the City to stand firm in rejecting a development that exceeds four storeys.
According to the package contained within
the Council’s agenda, the applicant revised
their proposal, taking it from a seven-storey
building down to six storeys following a public meeting held on September 30th, 2021 and
a Neighbourhood Meeting on November 30th,
2021. This change also brought the total number of units down from 165 to 155.
Other changes made by the applicant in-

clude the building being moved closer to the
street to increase the setback to 31 metres
from the west property line. The amenity
area has been moved from the north side of
the building to the west and east sides of the
proposed building. The parking lot has been
reconfigured with a loss of 10 parking spaces and an increased landscape buffer on the
north and west property lines. The municipal
walkway is proposed to be closed.
Councillor Sebben vocalized his concerns
prior to requesting a recorded vote, explaining that he believed the density intensification
proposed was too significant and questioned
how the proposed development could not have
an effect on the shadowing and privacy of
nearby residential properties.
“If this isn’t a significant impact on privacy, I would challenge us to find out what is,”
Sebben said, “There are criteria that required
a great deal of effort that goes into maintaining a stable residential area, including making sure garages aren’t the dominant feature
in streetscapes. But yet, we are proposing to
allow a six-storey apartment building when
we prefer not to have garages as a dominant
streetscape.”
“It’s my feeling that this doesn’t conform
with the goals, objectives, and policies in the
Official Plan. It’s actually quite at odds with
some of the purposes of the Official Plan. It’s
hard to imagine, if this development is approved, to have something declined.”
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SUNDAY

BUFFET
1 - 8 pm

BUFFET SERVES BOTH
INDIAN AND THAI FOOD

22

$

99

per person

10 George Street West, Stratford, Ontario
519-271-3271
OPEN:
Monday to Thursday 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
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Editorial

Liberal apathy showing as election season
draws closer

MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

This is going to be a busy year at the ballot box for
people in Ontario, but the provincial Liberal party must
have decided they wanted to make your choice easier this
June.
While it’s likely that Steven Del Duca would say all the
right things and tell his supporters they have every intention of forming the next government at Queen’s Park, his
and the party’s actions are telling a different story. As
this editorial is being written, the Liberals have declared
candidates in 81 of Ontario’s 124 ridings.
Perth-Wellington is not one of those ridings.
The Liberals are not alone in this show of apathy, as the
New Democrats have only put forth 69 candidates themselves. The Ontario Conservative government, led by
Premier Doug Ford – whose popularity is up and down
more than a kid on a pogo stick – have 102 declared candidates.
For whatever reason voters choose to list, NDP candidates struggle to gain traction in a lot of places. To date,
Ontarians have elected just one NDP-led government
when Bob Rae was sworn in as premier back in 1990.
And while the NDP has proven itself as a viable option
in the eyes of a lot of people, elections in Ontario almost
always come down to Red or Blue.
As of this moment the Liberals hold just seven seats in
Parliament, as they suffer from a prolonged hangover resulting from their electoral beat-down in 2018. But for a
party that many consider to be their best (or only) choice,

fielding just enough candidates to cover slightly more
than half the available seats in Queen’s Park is laughable.
Or worse, disheartening.
It has been suggested that Perth-Wellington has turned
into a Conservative stronghold and that none with political aspirations outside of the Conservative spectrum
wants to be the ‘lamb to the slaughter’.
Consider this: when current MPP Randy Pettapiece
captured the riding in 2011, he beat out Liberal incumbent John Wilkinson by only 210 votes. Put into a different context, Pettapiece won by less than a percentage
point out of more than 37,000 votes cast.
Since that vote, Pettapiece and the Conservatives
have increased their winning margin in Perth-Wellington from more than six points in 2014 to almost 20 in
2018. Conversely, the Liberals have backtracked: Stewart Skinner placed second to Pettapiece in 2014, while
Brendan Knight was a distant third in 2018.
Is this what Liberal voters have to look forward to in
coming elections? While this is not suggesting that the
party has completely given up on this riding, the lack of a
candidate does the thousands of Liberal supporters here
a disservice in many ways. There are likely other ridings
across the province feeling jilted in a similar way.
It’s tough to run for elected office and not win, as any
politician will tell you. But credit those who show up to
try regardless of the odds they face. And the longer the
Liberals treat ridings like this as an afterthought, those
odds will only continue to lengthen.
The provincial election in Ontario is scheduled for
Thursday, June 2. Make your vote count.

Why the use of the Emergencies Act was
absolutely Necessary

To the Editor:
1) Without it police had no authority to establish a perimeter across the city and to deny people entry or remove them.
2) The Emergencies Act made it illegal for children to
attend the illegal occupation.
3) It gave authorities the ability to seize money being
donated to the illegal occupation. Keep in mind that money was coming to this illegal occupation from outside
Canada.
4) Officers from outside Ontario (even the RCMP) had
to be sworn in to serve in Ontario. This Act gave that au-

thority. Without it, they could not legally serve in Ontario
and their help was absolutely necessary.
5) Last and certainly not least, most if not all tow truckers refused to tow the truckers and the Emergencies Act
forced their compliance. Now really, without their help
how could this mess have possibly been cleaned up?
May I just make one more point. The problem with this
situation in Ottawa was not the protesting. It was the fact
that the protesters did not simply protest. They took away
other people's freedom and seized public property.
Susan McLeod,
Stratford

STRATFORD TIMES
Guiding Principles

1. Everyone has a story
2. The news should be free for all to enjoy
3. Good news beats bad news
4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)
5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities
7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated
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Local secondary schools
collect UW youth grants
After a year away due to COVID-19,
United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) is
proud to announce the recipients of Youth
in Action Grants for 2021-22.
“We were inspired by the quality of
applications,” says UWPH Director of
Governance and Community Impact Megan Partridge. “It’s obvious the pandemic
hasn’t dampened the spirit of local youth
when it comes to creating projects that
will have a positive impact on their community. This year, we awarded $8,000 in
grants and we’re looking forward to seeing the results.”
Youth in Action grant recipients represent a variety of focus areas and communities across Perth-Huron. The local projects
receiving funding are: Be Kind Campaign will help promote diversity, equity
and inclusion for all groups, especially the
LGBTQ2S+ community (Mitchell District
High School); SDSS Naturalization Project aims to create a self-sustaining semiwild nature area where students and teachers can learn outdoors (Stratford District
Secondary School); Expression Express
— The Art Cart will be available for all
students to access art materials they may

not be able to buy themselves. Art is found
to be a positive way to express feelings
and relieve stress for students who may
not be interested in other extra-curricular
activities such as sports (Stratford District
Secondary School); Mental Health Workshop will educate students about mental health, teach them skills to deal with
stresses and talk about the importance of
asking for help (St. Marys DCVI); Student Career Guest Speaker will share
strategies with students around planning
their lives, how to be successful and more
(St. Marys DCVI); St. Marys Pride Sidewalk will help the project team paint a
crosswalk near the school with a Pride flag
with the aim of helping the LGBTQ2S+
community feel more welcome and promote inclusivity (St. Marys DCVI).
United Way Perth Huron Youth in Action Grants are an opportunity for youth to
access up to $1,000 to develop and implement projects addressing important issues
in their communities. To be eligible, the
project must be planned by youth aged 14–
25, clearly engage their peers in Perth and
Huron Counties and have an adult trustee
over the age of 25.

...pages for MS research
Continued from page 2
There was more – much more.
“Sirkel Foods named a sandwich after
Izzy, and $1 from every Izzy-wich sold
on February 28 was donated to her,” she
said. “That brought in $100, and Sirkel
made an additional donation on top of
that. Other companies have supported
her as well with donations: Fix Auto
Stratford, Home & Company, Peter Maranger (Co-operators) – many of her doners were individuals from our community, and several of them were strangers.
My sister works for Kobo, and they sent
Izzy a Kobo eReader and a few of their
staff donated to her. She was also written up on the Kobo website blog. To

date, Isabella has raised $4,128.”
Lindsey said the family plans on doing
the MS Walk on May 30, and Isabella is
already looking forward to that. During
last year’s walk, she was adorned in a
superhero costume – fitting for someone
who’s donned a metaphorical cape. And
her mom reports that Izzy’s newest passion is writing more books, so perhaps
kids will one day be doing their own
reading marathon while holding up her
book as their favourite.
Anyone wanting to make a donation
to Isabella Martchenko’s campaign can
do so by visiting https://www.msreadathon.ca/fundraisers/IsabellaMartchenko1669/read-a-thon.

The most comprehensive & useful business directory...

...ever!

WE’RE BUILDING A COMPREHENSIVE “LOCAL”
DIRECTORY FOR BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS,
BIG OR SMALL.
(Even if you don’t show up on Google, if you are local
you can show up in our helpful printed directory!)
Email us at swontario.directory@gmail.com with your
business’ name, address and phone number to ensure
your inclusion!
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Stratford council earns dubious
distinction in wake of Xinyi

MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

If you think about it, this is a situation that
even Maxwell Smart would have to applaud.
Stratford City Council has earned some
dubious honours following its handling of
the Xinyi Canada Glass plant project that
was proposed for the city in 2021, among
them the ‘Code of Silence’ award bestowed
upon them by the Canadian Association of
Journalists.
In handing out the award, the CAJ said
that ‘Stratford City Council circumvented basic transparency measures as it held
secret in-camera meetings and failed to
properly report discussions and planning
undertaken with Xinyi Canada Glass, the
Canadian subsidiary of Hong Kong-based
Xinyi Glass Holdings, to build a gigantic
$400 million glass factory in the community.’ Brent Jolly, president of the CAJ,
said out of all the awards they hand out in
a very tongue-in-cheek manner, this one is
his favourite.
“It’s so sarcastic and we just had so
many choices this year,” he said. “This
was a rare opportunity to spotlight something like this.”
According to a story on the CAJ.ca website, documents provided to the award’s voting jury showed that Stratford Mayor Dan
Mathieson wrote to Steve Clark, Ontario’s
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
to request provincial assistance in obtaining
a Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO), which
would have allowed Clark to approve zoning projects without public consultation or a
chance for appeal.
Commenting to the CBC, the Centre for
Free Expression’s director, Jim Turk, said
this was something that couldn’t be ignored.
“(Stratford council) held secret, in-cam-

era meetings and failed to properly report
discussions and planning that was being
undertaken by a Canadian glass company
that was a subsidiary of a Hong Kong-based
glass corporation,” he said. “Relative to
Stratford’s size, a $400 million factory is a
really big deal. There’s a real problem with
openness and transparency, and respect for
the public.”
Jolly said that the process for this award,
which is one of four the CAJ hands out, is
determined by public nominations before
going to the jury for a decision. Stratford
claimed top spot in the municipal category, just ahead of Surry, B.C.’s mayor, Doug
McCallum, banning a group of seven seniors citizens from physically attending
council meetings or participating remotely.
The other three categories include awards
for federal and provincial politics as well as
law enforcement.
“I believe that things like this show
how democratic we really are with people
fighting back, it tips the scales for citizens
against institutions,” Jolly said. “It’s high
time that we hold some of these institutions
to account.”
Asked if he’d heard from Mathieson or
any other Stratford councillors following
their award, Jolly laughed and said that he
hadn’t – yet.
“This was a big deal - $400 million is
nothing to sneeze at,” he said. “We wanted
to make sure that the letter and intent of the
law was followed.”
He finished by saying that there was a
half-dozen nominations in the municipal
category, which tends not to draw as much
attention as the other three. In addition to
the CAJ and CFE (based at Ryerson University), the Code of Silence awards are also
announced by News Media Canada and Canadian Journalists for Free Expression.

ELECTRICIAN
WANTED
Electrical Innovators is looking for a
309A Electrician to join our team.

Our company specializes in residential renovations, including panel
changes, fishing wires, pot lights and smart homes etc.
Please apply if you are:
• Innovative,
• Excel at working independently as well as part of a team,
• Have knowledge of construction and are competent with a
variety of tools
• Have your 309A license with a keen interest in residential
and light commercial
• A short commute to Tavistock.
• Full G License
Electrical Innovators offers
competitive wages and benefits.
Please email Phillip@electricalinnovators.ca
ECRA/ESA 7010779
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On government, viewpoints, and direction

Mansbridge offers personal insights into Canada’s current path
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

Are we as Canadians who we
picture ourselves to be in our
minds? Generally speaking,
we’re still the polite, hockey-crazy, self-deprecating group that
the rest of the world has painted
us to be and like any generalization there are always exceptions.
But in recent times, we’ve
shown ourselves to be different.
Are we becoming something
else? Something less polite and
more woke? Or is it that we’re
simply reacting to the world
around us and putting on a face
to mirror what we see every day.
There was a time not long ago
where Peter Mansbridge helped
Canadians see both the world
at home and abroad for nothing more than what it was – not
always perfect, but an honest
accounting of what happened
and what we could expect next.
While retirement from the CBC
came in the not too distant past,
Mansbridge hasn’t given up his
microphone completely. Anyone
who has found www.thepetermansbridge.com and listened
to his podcast, The Bridge, can
attest that his grasp of current
events is still on par or better
than many of his former newsroom colleagues.
The Times benefitted from
both his time and insights during
a recent interview, where topics
such as the Freedom Convoy,
the Emergencies Act, the current
state of politics in North America, and how all politics is local
were on the table. This is Part 1
of 2 of this story.
Matt Harris, editor – Stratford Times: What is the most
significant thing to come out of
the protests that happened across
Canada?
Peter Mansbridge: Certainly one of the most significant
things is that Canadians can
make judgements on the powers
they want governments to have.
I think it’s going to be really interesting to see how this turns
out, using the Emergencies Act
that’s never been used before.
But once it’s not being used any
longer, they have to have an inquiry into why it was used, how
it was used and what impact it
had. I think that’s going to be really important for everyone to be
able to listen to and read about,
because you know how these
things tend to operate: there’s a
big thing that happens, they have
an inquiry and by the time of the
inquiry reports, nobody gives a
shit any more. That would be unfortunate if that’s what happens,

PETER MANSBRIDGE
because there’s a lesson here for
us, no matter which side of this
debate you were on. Do you remember the Occupy Wall Street
movement? I do. There were a
couple of things that came out of
that – it was an important protest but it got fuzzy and clouded because there was no central
spokesperson. So to speak, it
doesn’t have to be eloquent, but
it had to be clear as to what it
was all about. They didn’t have
that. They didn’t have that person then, and these people (in the
Freedom Convoy) didn’t have,
which didn’t help. And the few
times they did stand in front of
a microphone, they wouldn’t take
any questions, and increasingly
as the thing went on, the only
people who were talking were
some of the protestors and usually ones who did not have a clear
idea of why they were there. The
message got muddled. It clearly
indicated not only from the protests themselves but the support
they seemed to get, which is still
very much a minority position
across the country but probably
greater than many people had
thought … it did awaken the
country to the realization that
there were important things to
discuss about the use of mandates and how long they would
go on for. I think, off the top of
my head, all those things were
important. I mean I’ve covered a
lot of protests and I’m sure you
have too. I’ve seen some really big ones on Parliament Hill,
you know, back when (Ronald)
Reagan was there and they protested against acid rain. It was a
huge crowd and they made their
case and got huge publicity as a
result of it. Most Americans at
that point, including many of the
reporters, had no idea what acid
rain was. I can remember standing there explaining to some of
my American colleagues what it
was. It became a fixture in coverage of environmental issues in
the U.S. after that protest.
There were very strong feel-

ings on both sides of this issue,
and if you were a resident of Ottawa, like I guess 90 per cent of
the journalists who covered this
story were, it must’ve been very
hard to separate your personal
opinions from your professional
duties. That would be a challenge
for anybody.
ST: Staying with this general
topic, you mentioned mandates
and the use of them, but I began
to wonder as this protest played
out if this wasn’t just an over-aggressive form of pandemic fatigue. In relatively short order,
we’ve gone from trusting the science and being considerate of our
neighbours and doing whatever
we can to help make the situation
better to being openly frustrated
and just wanting to be done with
everything. Was this us just giving in to our baser instincts, or
do you think there’s something
else behind why we’re getting so
frustrated?
PM: The election last year was
divisive for a lot of people, and
that was six months ago… but it’s
nothing like it is today in terms of
the feeling that some people were
being ignored, and it was time to
move on and get this thing (the
pandemic) over with. So I’m sure
that had some part to do with it,
but there’s a difference between
being frustrated and taking the
law into your own hands and
espousing things that are just
lunacy, right? And people were
calling for the Governor General
to get rid of the Prime Minister,
talking about how they could appoint a new government out of
concerned citizens. I mean, what
the hell? If those people want to
run for Parliament, they should
– we can use some good people
running for Parliament there’s no
doubt, but I’d love to know how
many of them did.
ST: This takes me back to one
of my beliefs that we just don’t
know how to think critically as
well as we once did. Go back to
when Donald Trump announced
his run for the U.S. Presidency and how he used certain
language to get his supporters
stirred up. I heard Pierre Poilievre echoing some of those early
sentiments that Trump played on,
so it makes me wonder if we’re
at that tipping point where if we
don’t start thinking for ourselves
again that this is going to get truly messy.
PM: Well, there’s always the
risk of that, seeing things getting
really ugly. Some of the rhetoric
that’s being tossed around now,
mainly by the American right but
being picked up by some of the
Canadian right. I talked about it

(in a recent podcast) that a headline out of the States asked ‘Is
Trudeau more evil than Putin?’.
I mean, how the hell did we get
to that point? Some of this stuff
is extreme, but some of this stuff
touches a nerve, a cord in an electorate, and it’s clear with some
conservatives but not all. That’s
why this is going to be quite the
battle for this (Conservative)
leadership, and some will see this
extremism as a possible route or
pathway to victory. Everything
is twisted up right now – when I
was covering Reagan, he was in
an all-out fight with the Soviet
Union. In terms of his rhetoric,
he called them the Evil Empire,
and he wouldn’t have stood for
one moment for allowing the Soviet leader at the time to invade
other countries. He wouldn’t
have allowed that to happen. And
yet today conservatives are kind
of, I mean Trump recently called
Putin a genius. (Mike) Pompeo,
another guy who’s probably going to run for the Republican
nomination if Trump doesn’t,
was praising Putin as well –
again, what the hell? What happened here? What happened to
the right’s guiding principles?
There’s a huge deficit and debt in
the U.S. that was multiplied by
Trump long before the pandemic
hit. That used to be a basic principle of conservative Republicans,
and it’s unclear what they stand
for anymore in terms of those old
principles. And I think you see,
in some cases, some (Canadian)
Conservatives doing the same
thing. Erin O’Toole, during the
last campaign, wasn’t concerned
about the deficit or the debt, but
when he realized he was in trouble after the election he suddenly
started talking about it again. So
where are these candidates going
to be on these big issues that used

to dominate the right in Canada?
We’re about to find out because
right now, all they seem to be
against or for is bringing down
Trudeau. It’s all very personal,
and there is a market for that – we
see it in our own writing.
It’s funny you mentioned the
initial feeling of residents about
the pandemic at the beginning.
You know, I used to stand on the
front porch of my place, along
with Cynthia and almost all of
our neighbours every night at
7:30 … clapping and banging
pots in support of healthcare
workers. I’m basically in support
of what was being done to try
and stop the spread. Well, I started my day today out on the porch
doing some stuff and I looked out
and none of that stuff happens
any more. It’s long gone. But I
saw two vehicles go by with the
‘No Lockdowns’ and flags that
were taped to the front end. Now
I don’t want to read too much
into that, but you wouldn’t have
seen that two years ago to underline your point. So things have
changed and it’s not just the sort
of crackpots. There’s definitely some of that, but there some,
dare I say it, reasonable people
who have that position. We’re at
a pivot point … people must have
every conceivable part of their
body crossed, hoping that we are
really near the end of this and
that Omicron was the last major
wave and that we’re slowly going
to work our way out over these
next 4-6 months. Because while
they’re spinning back all the restrictions, Premier Ford certainly
is desperate to ensure that by the
election they’re all gone. If something goes in the tank on this and
they suddenly have to put restrictions back in … I don’t want to be
around when that happens.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 10

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Peter Mansbridge with Dan Mathieson at the William Allman Arena behind the bench of their kids’ hockey team.
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Coldest Night of the Year Stratford a Huge Success

LISA CHESTER-HANNA

Stratford Times Correspondent

The Coldest Night of the Year walk
proved to be a huge success this year.
The February 26 event was a gathering of
hundreds of enthusiastic walkers raising
money for both Stratford Perth Shelterlink
and Stratford Connection Centre. There
were 65 teams who together raised over
$162,500, or 129 per cent of the original
goal of $126,000.
“We are so grateful for the incredible support we received from the people
of Stratford and area,” said United Way
Perth Huron Stratford & Area Community
Committee Chair and Shelterlink Board
Chair Martin Ritsma. “Last year, we were
proud to raise a little over $100,000, but
this year the people of Stratford took their
support to a whole other level, raising
$162,581 — 129 per cent of our $126,000
goal. As a community, it’s an amazing accomplishment.”
The top five fundraising teams were
Stratford Slip Sliders ($11,615), Team
Haggis ($9,705), Connections Stratford
($7,735), CFUW – Stratford ($6,630) and
Stratford Anglican Churches ($5,150).
Top five individual fundraisers were Dan
Mathieson ($4,200), Graham Bunting
($3,900), Kyle Betts ($2,650), Anita Arau-

DOING THEIR PART

(PETER HANNA PHOTO)

The Rotary Ramblers Coldest Night of the Year team, captained by Jennifer Nickel, raised
$3,935 for the event. In total, $163,271 has been raised – easily surpassing the goal of
$126,000.

jo ($2,500) and Marilyn Holmes ($2,350). and more registered walkers than any othDonations are accepted at cnoy.org/Strat- er year of the walk and that was a huge
factor in the total money raised. Last year
ford until March 31.
Bunting, team captain of first place there were 250 walkers and 48 registered
fundraising team Stratford Slip Sliders teams, raising over $100,000. This is also
couldn’t be happier, “I’m happy that the the first year since the pandemic struck
Slip Sliders team did as well as they did that the walk has been in person.
“It was great to see the hundreds who
(over $11,000), however more importantly
it’s the total raised that really matters. At turned out to walk by all proudly wearing
first I thought that the $126,000 goal was their yellow toques. It says a lot about this
a bit ambitious, but I was delighted to be community we live in,” said Bunting.
At Stratford Perth Shelterlink, the misproven wrong with the final funds raised
Ad Size:10.25"
sion is to assist homeless youth and those
being over $162,000.”
Safety:9.75"
at risk of becoming homeless. They do
Bunting believes there were more teams

more than just assist in finding a warm
safe bed. They actively work with youth to
assist them in their pursuits, through education and skills development supports.
Through this mission there is a close connection to the newly established Stratford
Connection Centre (SCC).
“We are overwhelmed and beyond
grateful for the outpouring of support,
walkers and fundraising that this amazing community has put forth for CNOY
2022!” said Joanna Parker, executive director of Shelterlink. “At Stratford Perth
Shelterlink, we work with compassion,
care and choice at the centre in the support we provide. We do not do this work
alone. We share this commitment with our
community partners. We are rooted in the
belief that everyone matters. That everyone has the right to appropriate, safe and
affordable housing!”
The SCC at St. Paul’s Anglican Church
in downtown Stratford provides a safe
place for vulnerable people giving access
to basic needs, social ties and connections
with allies and supports.
“There has always been a need to support those who are homeless along with
others who are less fortunate for a variety of reasons. During this pandemic the
need for support has increased substantially,” added Bunting.

Rediscover Ontario
this summer.
There’s so much to do and see here. From wine tasting to
scenic trails, nights at a family resort and everything in between.
Get up to 20% back on your Ontario staycation.
Find out more and plan your next overnight getaway at DestinationOntario.com
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A liveable city on a liveable planet

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Climate change is real. Its effects on the
liveability of our planet have already started to be felt around the world, from more
extreme weather conditions to the shrinking of the polar icecaps to droughts and
heatwaves that hurt farming operations
worldwide. But the full scope of the damage that climate change could result in is
unimaginable and is a problem that, without great action in the next few years, could
lead to future generations living under dystopian conditions.
Yes, the planet itself will not shrivel up
and cease to be thanks to climate change,
but our ability to live on this planet is at
severe risk.
Stratford isn’t immune to this problem,
nor is the city free from needing to act boldly to help create a way of life that is truly
sustainable for future generations. Thankfully, there are lots of people in Stratford
that care about this issue and many groups
trying to tackle all the branches of the issue, and with a municipal and provincial
election coming later this year, candidates
vying for places in both levels of government must be eager to actively fight climate
change.
In Stratford, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan authored by Rebecca Garlick and
Amara Kartick reported that 39 percent of
the City’s emissions came from transportation, more than double the next-highest
emissions sector listed in the report. More
eco-friendly modes of transportation include electric vehicles, public transportation, and active transportation.
Mike Sullivan, a former Member of Parliament and current member of Get Concerned Stratford who possesses a Masters
in Environmental Studies, says that the city
needs to do more to encourage and promote
the take-up of electric vehicles in Stratford.
“There are only two EV charging stations in Stratford and the requirement for
developers to install them as part of new
developments was removed by the provincial government,” Sullivan told the Times.
“There isn’t enough incentive for people to
switch from vehicles with internal combustion engines to electric vehicles. It also isn’t
a very bike-friendly place, and in the past,
the City has rejected proposals to put bike
paths along arterial roads.
“We have a pretty good bus system in
Stratford but not many people use it because if you’re going a quarter of a mile

away to the store, you look at the price of
going there on the bus versus simply taking
your car. The bus adds five dollars to your
trip to go get milk so you’re not going to
do that.”
Approximately one year ago, the energy and environment committee suggested
that the City Council consider making the
transit system free. According to Sullivan,
the municipality committed to looking into
the idea, however beyond that initial commitment, the idea didn’t gain much traction
and firm proposals for making the transit
system free were not brought forward.
Sullivan also pointed to Quebec, adding
that they have made a really strong push at
getting more people using electric vehicles:
there are plenty of charging stations readily
available and an $8,000 provincial incentive for purchasing electric vehicles, on top
of the federal government’s $5,000 rebate.
Local climate change and sustainability activist Sammie Orr told the Times
that, while all facets of addressing climate
change are very important, transportation
is definitely near the top of the list. She
echoed the sentiments that a greater push
for electric vehicles and public transportation should be made, adding that the city
would benefit from becoming “more walkable and more friendly for active transportation.”
Another significant contributor to Stratford’s emission is residential properties,
with the majority of residential buildings
still relying on heating and cooling systems
that pollute the environment, not to mention the emissions released by the production of new concrete for new developments.
In addressing the latter, Sullivan believes
that reusing and recycling the materials
from old buildings can help cut down the
emissions produced during the construction of new homes.
“Scientists are looking at making concrete more eco-friendly through embedded
carbon, which is the process of injecting
the concrete with carbon dioxide, so you’re
storing the emissions in the concrete. We
also need to be looking at every possible
way to reclaim and reuse the materials
of buildings we tear down as opposed to
taking them to a landfill,” he said. “In the
example of the Queen/Trow development,
one of the concerns was why we were
tearing down the old restaurant when that
building is still very reusable. It will need
energy-efficiency upgrades and structural
refurbishment but that building could be reused. And if you reuse that building, you’re
using less new concrete so
you’re emitting less greenhouse gas. They also need
help from the province to
increase embedded carbon
procedures but in the case
of the Queen/Trow development, the City didn’t
even consider it.”
The other big problem
with residential units, according to Sullivan, is the
fact that even as the City
has released its emissions
reduction targets – cut
emissions by 30 percent by
2030 and reach net-zero by
2050 – they are still allow-

ing new housing projects to be built using
fossil fuels.
“When you look at the plan to reduce
emissions to net-zero by 2050, you scratch
your head because homes are still being
built with natural gas furnaces that last 25
years instead of being built with environmentally-friendly heat pumps, which every home is supposed to switch to within
the next 10 to 30 years anyway,” he said.
Sullivan also noted how Vancouver, among
other places, provided a model for bold action on reducing emissions from residential
properties when they banned fossil fuel usage in new low-rise buildings.
Emily Chandler, Research and Communications Assistant of the Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority (UTRCA)
and member of Climate Momentum Stratford, told the Times of her optimism about
the possible eco-friendly improvements
that could be made to both new and old
houses and businesses.
“There are lots of examples of businesses
in Stratford improving their energy efficiency and we need to see more of that for
both industrial and residential properties.
We need to keep improving the efficiency
of our homes, the older homes especially. There are some interesting things that
could be done in terms of new buildings,
in terms of building new homes with more
energy-efficient components,” she said.
“From talking to people, it definitely seems
that there could be improvements to the
ease of installing solar panels. And then,
it comes down to education and awareness,
letting people know that there is a federal
program that offers rebates for people who
make energy-efficient upgrades to their
home.”
Last year, the federal government
launched the Canada Greener Homes
Grant, which offers up to $5,600 to make
energy-efficient retrofits to their home.
That grant includes up to $5,000 for the upgrades themselves and up to $600 for an
EnerGuide evaluation.
As a staff member of the UTRCA, Chandler has a detailed idea of how climate
change is affecting the environment in and
around Stratford. One of the biggest problems our area faces given its geographical
position is increased flooding, which Chandler says the UTRCA is constantly monitoring and are having to deal with more and
more due to climate change.
“We’re always monitoring flood risk and
updating the floodplain mapping for our
watershed. We’re seeing greater and earlier
occurrence of flooding events because of
climate change. We’re seeing them earlier in the year than we have in the past. As
the floodplain map changes, it affects more
and more land. If someone has a piece of
land on which they would like to construct
a house, it may be on the floodplain map
when it wasn’t a few years ago, which impacts what people can do on their property,” she said.
Chandler is also well-versed in the subject of waste, which also contributes greatly to the climate change issue, and she expressed excitement when the issue of waste
came up, speaking with extensive knowledge and interest on the subject.
“What’s exciting about the waste reduction issue is that there are plenty of via-

ble solutions to lower the greenhouse gas
emissions coming from the City’s waste,”
she said. “The organic bin collection has
been massive in terms of reducing waste
and thus, reducing waste emissions. We’re
actually able to create energy from what is
being diverted out of the landfill and we’re
extending the life of our landfill. There are
other relatively easy things we can do like
increasing diversion rates out of the landfill, which we do by introducing new recycling programs. Mattresses are one thing
we could begin recycling and diverting
out of the landfill. Reducing the industrial,
commercial, and institutional waste ending
up at the dump. Changing what is accepted
at the landfill can achieve this and thus cut
out lots of emissions.”
Both Chandler and Orr spoke about what
they felt is an easy yet important thing for
any prospective elected official to do to
begin taking action that benefits the environment. They both spoke about using a
climate lens, which is the simple notion of
looking at every decision and every project
with an eye to how it impacts the environment and searching for ways to make every
project more environmentally conscious.
“Councillors need to be encouraged to
look at all the decisions that they make
through that climate change lens,” Chandler said, “If they’re looking at widening
a road, for example, what impact does that
have in terms of encouraging active transportation? Can it be completed using permeable pavement? Reducing our emissions
may be a huge challenge but the City’s
goals are definitely achievable if we really
start putting the plan into action.”
“Using a climate lens is a really easy
thing to check off because it’s not hard to
begin looking at every decision made with
how it impacts the environment in mind,”
Orr added. “That means incorporating
what is talked about in the environmental
conversations into every proposal and every decision. Making sure the environment
is thought of in every project is an easy yet
important step because everything we do
affects the environment.”
Orr also mentioned that individual people and businesses can play a part in improving the state of the environment. She
cited the numerous groups in Stratford
pushing for action on climate change and
how people becoming more aware of the
positive ways they can impact the environment. She also encouraged businesses
to also use a climate lens when looking for
ways to become greener.
“Businesses have a huge part to play.
Sometimes we get stuck in the supply and
demand imbalance where businesses are
waiting for consumers to ask for environmentally-friendly products, while consumers are waiting for businesses to make
those products available. Businesses can do
so much in terms of what they sell or the
services they provide,” Orr said. “It starts
with stepping back, looking at how you’re
running your business and what your impact on the environment is. Is there any
waste coming out of it? What am I using to
heat and cool the building it’s in? Just looking into how that business may be affecting
the climate and trying to look for ways to
reduce those negative effects.”
CONTINUED TO PAGE 10
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A little remembrance of St. Patty’s Days gone by
BETTY JO BELTON
Stratford Archives

Celebrating St. Patricks’ Day
looked a little different in nineteenth century Stratford. The
only mention of it to be found
in the March 1876 issues of another Stratford Times newspaper preserved at Stratford-Perth
Archives is a small notice that
“preparations are being made
for the celebration on next Friday of Ireland’s great day, the
17th of March.” Elsewhere, it
was announced that there was
to be a sacred concert in St. Joseph’s church with music of the
old masters and a lecture on Irish
History delivered by Rev. E.B.
Kilroy. The next week, it was
reported that the event at the
church attracted a large audience
“to do honor to Ireland and the
memory of St. Patrick.”
Ten years later an amateur production of an operetta replaced
the sacred concert and lecture
– though it was still a religious
event in a way. The March 24,
1886 Stratford Times included
this review of a performance “on
St. Patrick’s Night for the Benefit
of the Poor.”
“The performance of Gilbert
& Sullivan’s comic opera, “Pinafore,” on Wednesday evening

last, by our local amateurs, was

a splendid success, and was, we

are glad to say, greeted with an
overflowing house, standing
room being at a premium. The
St. Vincent de Paul Society is to
be congratulated upon the result
of their efforts on behalf of the
poor. The setting of the piece was
very fine, all the scenery being
new and specially prepared for
this performance. Of the leading
characters we can not speak too
highly; their acting and singing
“has hardly ever” been surpassed
in Stratford amateur circles. We
notice with pleasure the new and
valuable additions to their ranks,
and nothing would now seem to
be wanting for the successful performance of some of Gilbert and
Sullivan’s newer and more difficult operas, say, “Patience,” or
“Iolanthe,” neither of which are
familiar to Stratford audiences…
Without wishing to be considered
too critical, we would suggest
the adoption of the boatswain’s
costume (blue blouse and white
duck trousers, with blue cap) by
the sailors, and a “plumper and
rounder” get up for “Buttercup”
… The sisters, cousins, and aunts
were charming, great taste being displayed in their selection
of costume. The small “Middy”
also looked well and acted his
part nicely. We would like to go
into detail in praising the vari-
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ous leading characters, but space
won’t permit. In a word, amateur
performances do not often combine such musical and dramatic
talent as were brought out in this
performance. Great praise is due
to the able accompaniment…and
we would add that we will go to
see it again (even speak it low –
at a further small outlay on our
part) for the pure pleasure which
the performance gives us, to say
nothing of the worthy object
which for its own sake ought to
have unqualified support.”
Times Past from Stratford-Perth Archives (stratfordpertharchives.on.ca)

Queer Book of the Month Club

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz
@SPL: YA FIC Saenz
Fifteen-year-old Aristotle Mendoza isn’t an only
child, but he feels like one. He has two older sisters who
have moved away from home and an older brother who
is in prison. He wants to learn to swim,
and a chance encounter at the local pool
with Dante Quintana, another fifteenyear-old, leads to a lasting friendship. The
two boys, who initially bond over their
shared classical names, quickly become
inseparable.
Set in Texas in 1987, this is a wonderful coming of age novel exploring themes
of friendship, sexuality and the Mexican-American identity. The story is told
through Aristotle (Ari), who comes from
a family of Mexican immigrants who very
much keep their feelings to themselves.
Ari’s older brother in prison is treated as
if he is dead and nobody talks about him.
His father, a veteran of the war in Vietnam suffers from
PTSD but refuses to discuss his feelings.
By contrast, Dante’s family are very open about their
feelings and happily share affection for one another. So
it’s no great leap for Dante to express his love for his
friend, but Ari finds Dante’s openness unsettling. He

knows his feelings for Dante are more than those of
friendship, but his emotions confuse and frighten him.
1987 was a time before ready access to the internet and
when the boys are separated for a summer, communication becomes dependent on letters, but there are also
long periods of no contact. Ari and Dante’s story is told
with both gentleness and sensitivity by the
author, and Saenz explores the relationships between the boys and their parents
with equal thoughtfulness.
The book is available as a traditional
hard copy, as an e-book, and audio book
through the Stratford Public Library. An
added bonus is that the audio version is
narrated by Lin-Manuel Miranda, the creator of the hugely popular Broadway hit,
Hamilton.
Aristotle and Dante is a tender look at
love, both in the romantic and familial
sense and it deserves every award it has
received since its first release in 2014. In
the Fall of 2021 Aristotle and Dante Dive
into the Waters of the World, a sequel to this book, was
published, so Aristotle and Dante’s adventures will continue.
Heather Lister,
Public Service Librarian,
Stratford Public Library.
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Weekend Quiz
1) How many elements are in the periodic table?
2) How many languages are written from right to
left?
3) What is the first line of Queen's Bohemian Rhapsody?
4) John Denver's Take Me Home Country Roads is
about which US state?
5) Which character speaks the first line in the original 1977 Star Wars movie?
6) Queen Elizabeth II is the longest reigning monarch of the UK, followed by Queen Victoria – but
who is third?
7) In the Simpson’s, what is Marge’s maiden name?
8) Muhammed Ali was born in which US state?
9) O’Hare Airport serves which American city?
10) Who plays John J Rambo in Rambo?
This week’s answers are found on pg. 31
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The Road Ahead

Klassen praises area residents for adherence to pandemic protocols
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

For two years people have
been waiting for signs that the
COVID-19 pandemic was coming to an end, taking with it the
restrictions that have hampered
society’s ability to function as
normal.
While we haven’t officially declared an end to the Coronavirus,
strides have been made to move
us in the right direction. Dr. Miriam Klassen, the Medical Officer
of Health for Huron Perth Public
Health, has overseen our health
and wellbeing for the duration
of this pandemic and guided the
public through every high and
low.
Without making any official
declaration, Dr. Klassen expressed her tacit approval of the
direction residents have been
headed and said the road ahead
appears to be taking us in the desired direction.
The vaccination numbers give
hope that the worst is behind us:
according to Dr. Klassen, the
Huron Perth Health Unit and its
partners have administered over
293, 341 COVID-19 vaccine doses in Huron and Perth, something
she called an incredible feat; 81
per cent of Huron Perth residents
who are vaccine-eligible are fully
vaccinated with two doses, while
52 per cent have three shots.
“Vaccination coverage is very
good in those aged 60 and older,
with 95-100 per cent having received two doses and 82-94 per
cent having received three doses,” she said. “Booster doses provide a considerable increase in
protection against the Omicron
variant, but coverage for those

under the age of 60 is good but
lower than Ontario as a whole –
particularly among those under
the age of 29.”
Klassen reminded the public
that the Omicron variant is genetically quite different from previous variants and from the wildtype strain on which the vaccine
is based. Therefore, substantial
decreases in vaccine effectiveness against infection have been
noted since Omicron’s arrival in
Canada. She added that the goal
of a vaccination campaign is to
minimize harm from a disease,
so while infections may still
occur, the effectiveness against
severe disease and death are the
true measure of a vaccine’s success.
“Two types of immune responses are generated towards a
pathogen by vaccination or by infection: humoral (antibodies) and
cellular (T cells, including killer
T cells),” she said. “Long-lived
responses are generated by memory B cells that make antibodies,
and memory T cells. Both these
types of long-lived immunity are
primed by the first exposure and
mature over time.”
In looking at the research into
the virus comparative to where
it was a year or even six months
ago, Dr. Klassen said that to understand what lays ahead of us
means we have to re-visit and
learn from the recent past.
“COVID-19 is a new virus,
and when it was first identified
in January 2020 there was no
immunity, no treatments and
no vaccine. Now, most people
in Canada have received two or
more doses of vaccine and there
are effective treatments available,” she said. “It’s also helpful

...Mansbridge

Continued from page 6
ST: I think a lot of this has to do with the
fact that maybe we just don’t know how to talk
to each other anymore, and not just at a political level. People are so beholden to their own
viewpoint that they either don’t know how or
don’t want to see someone else’s way of thinking. You’ve had the unique perspective of getting to talk to a lot of different people through
your career and even now, so how do we
change our way of dealing with each other?
PM: It’s partly by trying to understand the
opposing point of view, listening to it in a way
that’s constructive and assuming they’re offering it in a constructive way. I fault myself
on this … I can remember when my son was
younger, we’re talking 10 years ago or something like that, and I was one of the coaches
for his hockey team along with Dan Mathieson because Dan’s daughter was on the same
team. So Dan and I were the coaches and I
remember in one game some guy came out of

DR. MIRIAM KLASSEN
to keep in mind that over the last
two years, people have been protecting themselves, their families
and their community from three
versions of COVID (Alpha, Delta and Omicron). This is the first
time there has been a coronavirus
pandemic, and we now have two
years of experience and continue
to learn more about COVID-19
as the scientific and medical
evidence builds. This information will help in the longer-term
management of COVID-19 and
with responding to new variants
should they develop.”
With public sentiment pushing for the lifting or relaxation
of pandemic restrictions, there
is the temptation to think society
has reached the ‘endemic’ phase
of this event. Dr. Klassen wants to
remind people that all decisions
have to be framed within the local context and decision-makers
have tried to strike a balance
between illness prevention and
death and maintaining healthcare
capacity with the mental, social
and economic impacts of public
health measures. Public health
and health system indicators have

the stands and it was clear that he was madder
than hell and I thought he was going to argue
with me about how I was using his kid on the
ice. But that wasn’t it at all; he was screaming
at me about the CBC and how we’re a bunch
of liberal hacks, or at that point it was we’re a
bunch of Conservative hacks when the Harper
government was in power. But he was really
mad, and I just sort of brushed him off and
told him to get lost or something. And that was
the end of it. I’ve never forgotten that moment
because I probably should have said, ‘can we
talk about this? Let me finish the game and
I’m more than happy to sit down with you
and try to understand where you’re coming
from’, but I didn’t. It’s going to take that kind
of thing, obviously on a bigger scale than that.
Although a lot of stuff happens in hockey
rinks around our country.
This concludes Part 1 of this interview.
Check in the April edition of the Stratford
Times for Part 2.

been monitored, including new
infections, hospitalizations, ICU
occupancy, percent positivity of
PCR tests, number of outbreaks
and wastewater surveillance, and
those have indicated a stable or
downward trend in the province.
That have given us a look at the
other side, but also the motivation to keep trends heading in the
right way.
“Trends have been positive in
Huron Perth – HPPH-issued Section 22 Class Orders (Letters of
Instruction) and Letters of Recommendation during the pandemic when local circumstances
required HPPH to go beyond provincial direction,” she said. “We
are reviewing the Section 22s,
LOIs and LORs, and rescinding
them when possible. Recently,
the LOIs to places of worship
and the LORs to employers, businesses and organizations have
been rescinded. The goal, as we
move forward, will be to reduce
disease burden to a level that our
healthcare system can manage
with minimal public health measures in place. However, it is important to remain cautious as we
reach for that goal, especially for
people who remain at higher risk
of severe illness should they acquire COVID-19 infection.”
The toll the pandemic has taken – on regular citizens as well
as healthcare workers – has been
enormous, making it a tough
two-year stretch for everyone.
Dr. Klassen appreciates the kindness that people have shown and
the consideration of others, and
applauds everyone in the catchment area that put others ahead of
themselves and understood that
by wearing masks and screening and staying home when sick,

they were helping and continue
to help their community.
“I encourage people to start resuming some of their usual activities as they feel safe to do so, and
to reach out for support with their
mental health if needed by contacting 211 or their primary care
provider,” she said. “It’s been a
tough two years for everyone,
and for some more than others.”
She finished her thoughts by offering one more on where we are
right now – not at endemic yet,
but closer than we have been in
two years. But even with a finish
line coming into focus, we’re all
still responsible to make sure we
actually get there the right way.
“For some pathogens such as
measles, once someone is exposed or vaccinated they develop
lifelong immunity, and for others such as pertussis (whooping
cough), immunity will wane and
boosters are needed,” she said.
“So far with COVID-19, immunity wanes but is stronger with
each vaccine dose or infection
boost. There is no test available
yet to measure the level of immunity. It will not be possible
to eliminate COVID-19 because
of animal reservoirs and waning immunity, and new variants
could arise. And it is important
to remember that endemic does
not mean harmless. We need to
remain mindful that COVID-19
is still circulating and is still a
serious disease; one that can lead
to hospitalization, death and long
COVID. We can expect the situation to remain fluid with waves
of infections but with higher general levels of immunity resulting in less severe illness overall.
COVID-19 is unpredictable, and
we must be prepared to respond.”

...Liveable City

Continued from page 8
As they get ready to head to the
polls later this year, climate change
is going to be a major issue for many
Stratford residents. Orr said that people should be open to municipal and
provincial candidates who talk about
addressing this issue but should also
be skeptical and inquisitive about
what they say.
“A politician can tell you anything,
the question is whether they actually
do it. We need to be skeptical because
we’ve heard lots of promises over the
years, not just environmental, but also
to our Indigenous communities for
example, that haven’t been followed
through on, so we definitely need to
question them,” she added. “If they
say we're going to take environmental action, that’s great that they care
about the environment, but that itself

is a pretty broad statement, so we need
to dig into those statements. What
specifically does that mean? How
are you going to do that? How do we
know you’re going to follow through
on those commitments? And when
people go the polls, I hope they think
about what kind of future they want to
see for their kids and their grandkids.”
This is the second part of the Stratford Times’ ‘Need To Know’ story
series – a collection of stories defining and detailing issues, giving voters
in Stratford a basis to form or refine
their opinions ahead of the 2022
provincial and municipal elections.
These stories are a-political in the
sense that they do not endorse any
particular candidate(s). They have
been written only to help provide
you the necessary data to come to an
informed opinion.
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Farm Gate Map helps promote local growers

11

Young program aims to give exposure to plethora of options in Perth County

More Flavour map will be launching during Local Food Week this

year.”
Brockelbank said the program
has expanded and been enhanced
both years since it began, thanks
in large part to the demand from
both residents and visitors. By
giving everyone access to Perth
County’s local food culture, she
said it puts real-time choices in the
hands of those with an interest in
supporting the local economy.
“The map targets any farm operation in Perth County that offers
farm gate sales – this includes informal farm gate stands, farm gate
stores, local food shops that sell
food primarily sourced from Perth
County farms, and home-based
sales,” she said. “The map features
many farm gate businesses that
sell produce, beef, poultry, pork,
eggs, dairy, syrup, honey, cheese
and more.”
Brockelbank pointed out that
there are plenty of additional feature sections, like the ‘More Than
Food On The Farm’ and ‘Animal
Encounters’ that allow the inclu-

sion of non-food based farms, such
as tree farms, flower farms, farm
festivals and locations where people can interact with farm animals
like alpacas, goats and horses.
The County also makes an effort
to keep the digital version of the
map updated, and Brockelbank
said that featured businesses can
have their online listing updated
at any time to reflect their seasonal
offerings. The hard-copy map gets
updated on an annual basis.
“We ensure our seasonal marketing efforts for the Discover
More Flavour program promote
the best offerings for the given
time of year,” she said. “The map
promotes our incredible local
food producers and is a valuable
resource for both residents and
visitors looking to discover and
explore local food and agriculture offerings. This program is
marketed to visitors and locals,
helping them discover locally
produced food and unique agriculture experiences across the

country.”
To say that there is something
for everyone on the Farm Gate
Map might be an overstatement,
but Brockelbank is excited about
the improvements they’ve made
since the program launched in
2019 and thinks its strength
comes in its ease of use.
“The digital map is very user-friendly and can send directions right to your smartphone,”
she said. “The Discover More Flavour roadside signage makes identifying participating farms easier
than ever, and the new printed
map has several exciting themed
sections. This program is helping
enhance the sense of community
and connection amongst farmers
in Perth County, as well as create strong connections between
farmers to their customers.”
To find out more about the Discover More Flavour Farm Gate
Map program, visit Perth County’s website at www.perthcounty.
ca/farmgate.

is dependent on how much room
you have to plant outside. Using
raised planters or large pots is a
great way to expand your garden
in unique and decorative ways.
Another way to expand garden
space is to use trellises for cucumbers and zucchini, or other
vine type of vegetables.
Vegetable gardening is very rewarding, as you will harvest your
fresh produce as it ripens. There’s
nothing like going outside to pick
what you need for your own salad
for dinner. When you start your
seeds depends on what type of
seed it is and when your frost free
date is for your gardening zone.
Here in Stratford we are in zone
6a according to the zone map on
the National Resources of Canada website.
The Farmer’s Almanac puts
Stratford’s frost free date on May
19th, but you may also be advised
that the absolute best and safest
time to plant is May 24th. Typically, you will start your seeds six
to eight weeks ahead of when you
want to plant outside. Some seeds
like radishes, beans, carrots and
cucumber are best sowed directly
into the ground, a week or so before the last frost.
With seeds selected, and
planting trays gathered, it is
time to plant. If you are using
peat pellets, they will need a
good soaking first to allow the
peat to expand and grow into its
little habitat. This process only
takes a few minutes but it does
take a lot of water! If using seed
trays, (or egg cartons for that

matter) fill the tray with potting
mix and moisten.
Each packet of seeds will have
planting instructions on the back
of the package. These instructions will include when to plant,
how deep to plant, how far apart
to plant and germination period.
A handy tip, if planting seeds given to you by a fellow gardener is
seeds typically will be planted to
a depth three times the size of the
seed. Some exceptions to this rule
include snap dragons and petunias, with their teeny tiny seeds,
success is found by pressing the
seed on top of moist soil.
Your plants will need light, so
place your tray in a sunny area
that is bright for several hours of
the day. If there is no sunny area
in the house, a grow light can be
used. When planting seeds, it is
useful to group together plants
that have a similar germination
period. During the germination
period, you will cover your trays
with a clear lid, or loosely fitted
plastic saran wrap in order to trap
humidity and warmth needed for
the seeds to germinate. Once the
seedlings have popped above the
soil, the lid covering the tray will
be removed so that air can circulate around your tender seedlings.
Germination is exciting. It happens relatively fast and once your
seedlings have popped through,
it seems as though you can watch
the growth throughout the day,
such is the speed they grow. The
second set of leaves to appear will
be the true leaves of your plant.
This is when your tomatoes start

to look like tomato plants. It is
helpful to turn your trays around
every few days, or daily even, to
encourage the seedlings to grow
tall and straight. They have a tendency to lean into the sunlight as
they grow and turning helps prevent this.
Starting your seeds early may
seem like a good idea, more time
to grow mean bigger plants for
the garden, right? Not necessarily. Starting too early, with the sun
still weak, will likely result in leggy, spindly plants by the time they

are able to be planted outside. Below is a handy chart published on
Cozyn Garden Gallery’s website.
Starting your own seeds indoors is rewarding and a great
opportunity to expand on your
garden. You can try annuals that
you may not find in your garden
centre or perennials to your liking. It offers the challenge to offset your grocery bill by growing
your own vegetables for the summer, or canning in the fall. There
is a gardener in you, if you are
willing to try.

MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

For almost three years now,
farmers and producers in Perth
County have had an incredible resource available to them that puts
their operations at the fingertips of
others.
The Discover More Flavour
farm gate map project, an award
winning-program run by the
County, has been a very popular
addition to the tourism offerings
since its inception in 2019. The
map, offered in both hard-copy
and a user-friendly digital guide,
offers more than 70 farm locations and plenty of bonus features,
according to Perth County Tourism Officer Ashley Brockelbank.
“The
program
offers
themed itinerary options, identifier signage around the County, and various seasonal activity
sections on the printed map,” she
said. “An updated and enhancedhard copy version of the Discover

It’s Time to Get those Seedlings Sprouting: A Beginner’s Guide

LISA CHESTER-HANNA
Stratford Times Correspondent

March 20 approaches, marking
the first day of spring. It is also
the date of the public commencement of Canada’s Year of the Garden. Thoughts of gardening are
so uplifting after months of cold
and drab weather. Our seed catalogues arrive and we pour over
them with anticipation of starting
seedlings for the garden. Garden
centres display colourful packages of seeds of all kinds enticing
gardeners of new and old to pick
some up in preparation.
Gardening has gained in popularity over the pandemic as we
were all left at home looking for
ways to occupy our time and
keep our kids interested. Now is
the time to start to think about
and plan what you want to plant,
when and where.
Getting started involves a little preparation. You need soil of
some sort, be it peat pellets, potting soil or specialized soils targeted specifically for the type of
plants you plan to start, for example, there are potting soils formulated specifically for tomatoes.
Next, gather the containers you
plan to use for planting. If you are
just beginning, the peat pellet kits
with a plastic base and plastic lid
are ideal for starting out. Kits and
other supplies are available for
purchase at local garden centres,
Canadian Tire or Walmart for example.
Now is the fun part, gathering
your seeds. Deciding what to buy

Start Indoors

Plant

10 weeks before
last frost

Celery, eggplant, leeks, onion, peppers,
impatiens, lobelia, verbena and perennials

8 weeks before
last frost

Early head lettuce, begonia, coleus,
nicotiana, petunia, salvia

7 weeks before
last frost

Tomatoes and early basil

6 weeks before
last frost

Early leaf lettuce, early cabbages,
cauliflower, broccoli, brussel sprouts,
kohlrabi, kale, and small seeded annuals.

4 weeks before
last frost

Melon, late basil, cucumber, squash,
pumpkin, large-seeded annuals, and
flowering vines.

2 weeks before
last frost

Corn, tender bulbs such as glads, and
annual vines such as morning glory

Week of last frost

DIRECT SEED beans, carrots cauliflower,
cucumber, squashes, heat-loving flowers
such as zinnias, marigold, and lavatera.
Transplant tomatoes, cauliflower, squash
and cucumbers.

1-2 weeks after
last frost

DIRECT SEED lima beans, soybeans,
melons and herbs such as basil, summer
savoury and sweet marjoram. Start
second crop of kale seedlings, and
reseed spinach and peas for second crop
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Let me introduce you...
A man of many interests

APRIL TAYLOR
Times Freelance Columnist

It seems to me that there's a
magnetic pull, which draws creative and talented people to this
amazing little city. Perhaps this is
what brought these two unrelated
authors to Stratford. Both having lived and worked in Toronto,
later in semi-retirement found
themselves here. After speaking
with them both what I discovered
they have in common is their desire to grow and learn, continuously expanding their mind and
identity. I love this part of Stratford. Writers, painters, poets,
musicians are abundant ... In my
line of work I have the pleasure
of meeting many of them.
Thomas Verny - psychiatrist
and author is a man of many
interests.
Alongside of his psychiatry
practice Thomas had his first
literary success with a book titled The Secret Life of the Unborn child (1982, published in
27 countries), wherein Verny

THOMAS VERNY
discovered and began the science of pre and prenatal psychology and the connection of
the unborn child's mental and
emotional development is directly related to the mental state
and environment of the mother. Proving that while in the
womb there exists some form of
awareness from the fetes. More
recently he has published his
eighth book called The Embodied Mind. This book explores

the memory answering the
questions of how we remember
and why we forget. With the
number of dementia cases on
the rise Verny would like us to
learn from this book is how we
can help support our memory
health. Our brain is connected to the body and doesn't act
alone. "There's a constant interchange of signals from every
part of the body to the brain."
sites Verny.
Thomas offers this advice
for a happy and healthy life ...
Both physically and mentally:
pay attention to your body, your
heart beats, your breathing and
your diet. Microbes in our guts
are grossly under-rated when it
comes to our brain and body's
ability to function at its best;
you are the architect of your own
life ... what you think about, you
become. This is true, few of us
take the time to sit down and
create a design of the life we
want. Get in touch with yourself; choose to be an optimist ...
take stock of who you are and

what you have done, remember
your accomplishments and value your relationships. Draw on
these experiences to expand,
ask questions don't be afraid
of looking foolish. Become
grounded in knowing what you
are and what you are doing and
you will discover a fulfilled life.
Like I said earlier Thomas is
a man of many interests. I can't

Let me introduce you...

imagine how he finds the time
but in his spare time he has written short stories and a book of
poetry as a way of expressing
himself creatively. Cordless a
book of poems published in 2014,
this collection of poems is a kaleidoscope, not a homogeneous
entity. If there's one theme, its
life lived under the long dark
shadow of the horrors of the last
two centuries.
This is why I am a fan of poetry. Words are powerful, they can
be history keepers, teachers and
lovers. Words have the power to
heal as well as hurt. Poetry conveys feelings not thoughts and I
sometimes think, if we lead by
feeling rather than rational the
world would be a kinder place.
Join Dr.Verny's conversation
with experts in their field as
they explore cutting edge ideas
in his new podcast called Pushing Boundaries, set to begin
April. I can't wait to have a listen. You can find out more about
Thomas Verny on his website at
www.trvernymd.com.

The People’s Poet, better known as David
APRIL TAYLOR
Times Freelance Columnist

The People's Poet ... Poetry for
those who like poetry and for
those who don't, or thought they
didn't until they heard David
perform.
David, a former advertising
and communication executive
from Toronto now lives in our
fair city. He too was attracted
to the invisible creative energy
that exists here. Not to mention
the music, theater, food and the
beautiful old homes of Stratford.
Since retiring Stones has used
his time to write and prefect his
poetry. But, this was not enough

DAVID STONES
for him. Wanting to bring the
words to life, he developed a
stage show titled Infinite Sequels
(also the title of his first book)
The stage of The Arts and Letters Club in Toronto was set with
a comfy armchair, unfinished
poems and crumpled papers
strewn about on the floor and a
violinist to accompany him as he
dazzled his first audience with
tales of life and love. He has performed this show in several cities including Stratford where my
brother and I were lucky enough
to see it. I have been following
David ever since. "It's important
to me that the reader relates and
connects to the emotion of my
words, finding parallels in their
own life" says Stones.

His most recent book sfumato,
which is a painting technique
used by Leonardo da Vinci,
translated from Italian means
vanished or evaporated creating
imperceptible transitions between light and shade. A good
analogy, I think ... as in one's
life we all experience light and
shade.
On performing his poetry:
“Performing my work is important to me. I work at it. Speaking
the words lifts them off the page,
breathes life into each line. Audiences hear the words and feel
what I felt when I first carved
those lines upon the page.”
What comes next for Stones?
Essays Of Light, a new collection of poems, due to the
publishers this summer and hitting the streets in April 2023;
What Life is debuts this summer. An evening of beautiful
words, thoughts and feelings
accompanied by the music of
Stratford musician Kelly Walker; Expressions of Love, a hint
of the summer show will be
performed in London on April
24th. I know where I will be that
night -- can't wait; Song Series:
Mr.Stones and Dan Wecher, a
composer and former Professor
Emeritus and head of musical
composition at the University of
Texas, are working together to

develop a ‘song series’ written
for baritone and piano. "I hope
to see it on stage very soon."
says Stones. Me too! Nothing
better than music and words.

Sounds like another outing with
my brother.
Check
out
his
website
to
learn
more
at
www.davidstonespoet.com.

Follow us on Social Media!
Facebook.com/StratfordTimesNewspaper
Twitter.com/Stratford_Times
Instagram.com/Stratford_Times
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Cooper Site – Past, Present and Future

Since 2009, the City of Stratford has explored various options
with respect to the future of the
former Grand Trunk locomotive
repair shops just outside of the
downtown core. Many people
know this as the Cooper site.
Discussions by City Council on
a strategy for the sprawling 18acre City-owned property have
been informed by a series of reports prepared over the years to
examine a range of possibilities,
from a complete demolition of the
existing building, to partial demolition, to restoration or adaptive
reuse of a portion of the building
and surrounding property.
Some of those reports, including a 2015 one by VG Architects, include cost estimates (at
the time) for the various options.
They’re available on our website
at https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/cooper-block.aspx.
One common thread that runs
through many of the reports, as
well as the discussions at City
Council and in the community, is the challenge in balancing
the heritage value of the former
locomotive repair shops, which
were once Stratford’s primary
economic driver, with the importance of the site as a prime location for a new community-focused development.

In 2017, City Council agreed
to pursue a Master Plan for the
property which would serve as a
framework for that future development. Guided by Urban Strategies, that Master Plan process
was launched with a fulsome
public consultation process to
ensure the community had ample
opportunity for input. It included
community roundtables, public
open houses, feedback forms,
‘kitchen table kits’ and chalkboards set up at the site itself to
gather ideas and comments from
citizens and stakeholders.
The Master Plan was approved by City Council in February 2018, and is available
at https://www.stratford.ca/en/
inside-city-hall/resources/Cooper-Block/20180222---GrandTrunk-Master-Plan-by-UrbanStrategies---FINAL.pdf.  
One of the recommendations
in the Master Plan was to incorporate a new transit terminal
into the overall site as part of the
multi-phase approach to its development, and that terminal was
completed in 2019. Essentially,
it is the first component of the
Grand Trunk Community Hub.
In addition to the various architects’ reports, there have also
been environmental assessments,
heritage evaluations, and reme-

MATTHEW HARRIS

ination campaign to running in the
election is something Rae is looking forward to but promises that
one thing will remain the same
on his part – sticking to his commitment of being an approachable
candidate.
“I plan on knocking on doors in
every corner of the riding and continue to meet with small business
owners, agricultural producers,
and municipal leaders,” he said. “I
look forward to meeting with voters and hearing about what they
want to see in their representative
at Queen’s Park.”
Rae’s election to represent the
Conservatives in this riding is a bit
of a departure, given that the majority of his predecessors had age
and experience working for them.
While he may be young, Rae has
a resume stocked with experience:
Perth-Wellington PC Riding Association President since 2017,
campaign manager for Randy Pettapiece in 2018, campaign volunteer for John Nater in 2015, 2019
and 2021, and a member of the PC
Party of Ontario executive for the
last five years. He’ll draw on that
experience, and he’s not overly
concerned about any perceptions
of him being too young to replace
Pettapiece in provincial Parliament.
“The PC Party has many young

diation efforts completed at the
Grand Trunk property to prepare
it for future development.
In the meantime, the City has
pursued a number of grant and
partnership opportunities to help
fund the Grand Trunk Community Hub, envisioned as a multiuse facility that would include
spaces for child care, youth, and
active adults, as well as a student life centre for the nearby
University of Waterloo Stratford
campus (Stratford School of Interaction Design and Business), a
new YMCA facility, mixed housing, additional parking and other
community uses.
In 2018, the Province of Ontario announced that it planned to
invest $10 million in the Grand
Trunk Community Hub. That
funding was later withdrawn.
The project itself still remains a
priority for City Council.
At its regular meeting on July
26, 2021, Council approved a
recommendation to confirm the
revitalization strategy presented
in the 2018 Grand Trunk Community Hub Master Plan. Staff
was also directed to proceed
with necessary pre-construction
activities, including those necessary to address environmental
and safety concerns at the site.
The total cost to develop the
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Grand Trunk Community Hub is
still to be determined and will be
based on a number of factors, including the final design, participation from community partners,
potential contributions from senior levels of government, and
the results of a planned fundraising campaign.
Approximately $5 million has
already been set aside for the
project from the sale of 48 Water
Street (the former Kiwanis Community Centre property) and the
former Stratford Fairgrounds
property. That money will be
used to pay for the initial redevelopment activities (listed below).
Council approval will be sought
for future activities, and the development of the Grand Trunk
Community Hub is expected to
take place in phases over time.
Roof remediation is the next
immediate step in the redevelopment of the site, and will include the removal of leaking,
deteriorated roofing, and the
stabilization and preservation
of the roofing structure. Approximately 100,000 square feet
(9,000 square metres) of roofing felt, tar and wood decking
will be removed, in compliance
with a strict Health and Safety
Plan developed specifically for
the project. The roofing felt con-

tains asbestos and interior paint
contains lead. Historic skylights
and original wooden roof planks
will be removed and stored, and
steel trusses in the Community
Hub area will be repaired and
restored. The roof removal work
began at the end of January 2022,
and is anticipated to be substantially completed by June 2022.
A site servicing plan for things
like water, hydro, sewer services
will be developed over the winter/spring of 2022. Selection of
an architect for the project is proposed to take place this spring,
and an architectural design developed over the fall/winter of
2022/2023.
A more detailed description of the next steps in the
redevelopment of the property can be found in the December 13, 2021 report to Council,
which is available at https://
calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/
Detail/2021-12-13-1500-Regular-Council/8091f323-d6594127-9450-adfa0138692e (starting on page 105). The City
continues to pursue funding opportunities and explore potential
partnerships for the Grand Trunk
Community Hub. Staff will provide a further update on the project to City Council in the summer of 2022.

White banner and backs the party’s efforts to improve provincial
highways, hospitals and improved
high-speed internet. He points to
the investments recently made in
the riding as evidence that Conservatives are getting things done.
“Whether it is investments in
long-term care, including the new
160-bed LTC facility in Stratford,
or the 66 new beds at Kingsway
Lodge, or the investments in
childcare and education, with the
88 new childcare spaces and 98
new student spaces in Perth County, the PC government is making

major investments in our riding,”
he said. “I will fight to ensure
Perth-Wellington continues to receive its fair share of these provincial investments. The government
continues to act to protect the
progress we have made against the
global pandemic. No other leader
in Ontario’s history has had to deal
with a global pandemic. Premier
Ford and Minister Elliott continue
to follow the advice of the Chief
Medical Officer of Health and I’m
hopeful better days are ahead.”
The provincial general election
is scheduled for Thursday, June 2.

Rae earns Conservative nomination for Perth-Wellington

Stratford Times Editor

Matthew Rae defeated Don
Van Galen of St. Marys to claim
the nomination for the Conservative party in the Perth-Wellington
riding and will carry the party’s
banner forward following the retirement of current MPP Randy
Pettapiece.
Rae earned the right to run in
the upcoming provincial election
and vie for the chance to replace
Pettapiece at Queen’s Park when
he handily won the vote at the
nomination meeting held at the
Perth East Recreation Complex in
Milverton on Saturday, Mar. 5.
In his victory speech streamed
online, Rae thanked Van Galen for
a well-contested race for the nomination and then thanked Pettapiece
for his years of dedicated service
to the riding. He then turned his
attention to the election this summer and reaffirmed his platform
of keeping taxes low while also
working on a solution to the growing housing crisis.
“I look forward to hitting the
ground running and continuing
to meet with people from across
Perth-Wellington,” Rae said in a
statement released to the media
following his victory.
Making the transition from nom-

MATTHEW RAE
people running in this spring’s
provincial election, which is great
to see. I hope other young people
in Perth-Wellington see this as
an opportunity to get involved in
my campaign,” he said. “I believe
my youth would be an asset to the
riding and would bring an energy
to take on the challenges we are
facing as a province. I also believe
my agriculture background, experience in the Ontario Legislature
and experience in education would
be an asset.”
The path Rae faces may not be
completely smooth sailing, as Premier Doug Ford has seen approval ratings rise and fall repeatedly
during his time in office. Rae is
proud to run under the Blue &
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WINTERFEST

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)

Above Left, Stratford Police Const. Darren Fischer had a little fun posing behind one of the
ice sculptures in upper Queens Park as part of Stratford Winterfest.
Above, John Walker of Fallen Willow Forge was back in town, cranking up the heat while
putting on a blacksmithing demonstration for Emerson Skotniczny during Winterfest.
Left, Minions don’t get cold! Jace and Lennon Sebben were dressed for the weather and
enjoying a sleigh ride of sorts during the Stratford Winterfest festivities.
Bottom Left, Several ice sculptures were on display for Stratford Winterfest and drew lots
of attention.
Bottom Right, Keeping warm amid the sudden snow squall was a family affair for Ryan,
Leif, Charlotte and Rachel Carlson at Stratford Winterfest.

International Oils and Vinegars

Shop our Clean Beauty Market in store
& online by visiting our website.
www.illumespa.ca

ENTRANCE NOW ON
36 Ontario Street, Stratford
519.271.7777
Monday to Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 9am-3pm

York Street

FIND THE HIDDEN GEMS ON
YORK STREET IN DOWNTOWN
STRATFORD

Come experience our FRESH harvested Northern
Hemisphere Extra Virgin Olive Oils crushed November
2021, flavoured oils and aged balsamic vinegars from
Modena Italy.

21 York Street, Stratford | 519-508-1757
10:30-5:00 p.m.
www.oliveyourfavourites.com
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Concrete Block: The Proliferation of an
Underappreciated Building Material
HAYDEN BULBROOK
Stratford Times Correspondent

Drab, inconspicuous, and utilitarian,
concrete blocks have earned a poor reputation and we’ll trace the roots of that.
That said, concrete block was a wondrous
invention that took the architecture and
building world by storm in the early 1900s.
Like many early 20th century innovations,
concrete block and its use reached our inland city. In fact, a well-known Stratford
artist would receive a patent in 1904 for
his concrete block invention. Before we
get into that and look at a few concrete
block buildings in Stratford, we must explore the origins of concrete block and its
appeal.
Harmon S. Palmer and the Concrete
Block
Concrete is a building material that dates
to the Roman era, though its widespread
usage did not really occur until the late
19th century. At its simplest, concrete is
a mixture of cement, sand, and an aggregate like stone or gravel. Although we can
trace the origins of artificial cement, a key
ingredient in concrete, to English stone
mason Joseph Aspin’s patent of Portland
cement in 1824 and while inventors like
Thomas J. Lowry of New York patented
hollow block concrete as early as 1868,
the proliferation of concrete block began
at the advent of the 20th century. In 1901,
Harmon S. Palmer of Chicago patented a
hollow block concrete block. His desire
was “to simplify, cheapen, and to produce stronger buildings as well as more
efficient in protecting from the elements”
with a class of separate building blocks
of concrete or the like that “are united to
make the desired wall.” Virtually overnight concrete block usage spread across
the United States and into Canada – in
large part through the violation of Palmer’s patent. Blocks of all different designs

Peter Dierlamm's 1904 Concrete Block Patent. Digitized by Google Patents.

and patterns were created. The 1911 Sears,
Roebuck and Company catalogue advertised ten decorative face plates including
cobblestone, bush hammer, and rope face.
Among those to patent their own concrete block was Peter Dierlamm of Stratford, who became better known as an artist.
Differentiating his design from Palmer’s,
his block had two interspersed air cavities
to prevent moisture build up and provide
insulation. With the use of concrete block,
Dierlamm stated buildings “will be stronger, more durable, more sanitary, more
handsome and more satisfactory than one
made of any other material. It will be fire
proof, hence lower insurance rates. Age
and the exposure to the weather will made
the concrete more substantial, while other
material deteriorates.” His block design
closely resembled another concrete block
patent called “Miracle” block, which had
a similar vintage, though it is unclear if either inventor copied the other. In the mad
dash to produce concrete blocks, ideas and
designs were spreading like wildfire.
Commercial, Ecclesiastical, and Residential Concrete Block Construction
114 Ontario Street
Concrete block was most commonly
used for foundations, but the following
examples show its usage for building envelopes on commercial, ecclesiastical, and
residential buildings in Stratford. 114 Ontario Street appears to have been constructed before 1885 as a frame building similar
to the adjacent property to the north. Reclad
by 1904 with rock-faced concrete block,
it was likely one of the earliest buildings
faced with concrete block in Stratford.
To prevent catastrophic losses due to fire,
city bylaws forbade the erection of wooden structures within the city fire limits by
1889. Predating the adoption of concrete
block, bylaw 236 stated that “no person
shall erect or place any building other than
with main walls of brick, iron, or stone.”
The Great Fire of 1900 in Paris, Ontario
and the Great Fire of 1904 in Toronto may
have influenced the building owner to use
concrete block as a fireproof cladding.
St Paul’s Anglican Church
St. Paul’s Anglican Church at Waterloo
and Douro streets was designed by W.J.
Ireland in 1904 and constructed in 1905.
In a publication promoting his Triple Wall
Concrete Building Block Machine, Peter
Dierlamm noted in 1904 that two churches
were expected to use his two wall blocks
for construction in 1905. This church was
likely one of them. Up close, one sees the
uniformity of the concrete block molds
which were meant to resemble quarried
stone.
161 Caledonia Street
161 Caledonia Street was constructed in
c.1912-13 for Thomas H. Beattie, a truant
officer and former assistant city clerk who
had lived at 65 Charles Street. The most ornate extant example of concrete block applied in Stratford, it features an eclectic mix
of rock-faced and smooth-faced blocks that
vary in size and colour. Stucco was applied
to the pediments. Concrete sills and lintels
were also used. Its busy massing and texture demonstrate that concrete block buildings could have elaborate designs.
The rapid adoption and innovation of

faced blocks. Changing tastes effectively
diminished the production of decorative
blocks and relegated concrete blocks in
large part to use for cavity walls and side
walls. While disregarded today, concrete
blocks took the building and architecture
world by storm in the early 20th century.
By way of commercial, ecclesiastic, and
residential design, as well as through patents, they made their mark in Stratford in a
concrete way.

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

114 Ontario Street, April 2021

concrete block proved to be its downfall
in architectural appeal. Standardization in
1930 made the 8-by-8-by-16-inch block
the most common. Consolidation led to the
construction of concrete blocks by fewer
and larger companies. In this decade, innovations, including new automated machines that used steam to cure the concrete
mix, produced only the boring old plain-

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

161 Caledonia Street constructed in c.
1912-13. July 2021.

Stratford Branch 8

ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS
AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Branch 8 offers assistance, through the services of Veteran Affairs
Canada, to eligible veterans, their spouses, widows and dependents
through the Poppy Fund. Our Branch Service Officer Reg Simpson,
with 28 years of experience in his career, may be able to assist
those with health and financial issues, or those dealing with
homelessness or emergency situations.
Veterans seeking assistance for service-related health
conditions most frequently are dealing with impaired hearing,
feet problems and chronic back pain. Please contact the
Legion 519-271-4540 to arrange a consultation with Reg.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com
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A Move for the Future

Stratford Symphony Orchestra adopts youth
musicians, aims to grow program
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

Welcome Dale Switzer!
Realtor®

Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger Realty is excited to
announce the addition of Dale Switzer to our Team!
Growing up in rural Southwestern Ontario and spending the
bulk of his working life within larger urban centres, Dale offers
knowledge of multiple markets coupled with decades of sales
experience.
As a valuable resource for all your Real Estate needs, please
reach out to Dale if you have questions about the local market,
purchasing a house/condominium or the value of your home,
even if you are not currently planning a move.
Dale looks forward to helping you reach your Real Estate goals
and dreams!
226-921-4839 | dale.switzer@switzerrealestate.ca
www.coldwellbankerpbr.com

It began with a little fanfare, but
now the crescendo is growing.
Back in mid-October last year,
the Stratford Symphony Orchestra
made the move to officially ‘adopt’
the Stratford Perth Youth Orchestra and bring it under the direction
of the main group. What was started as a string ensemble in 2010
by cellist Ben Bolt-Martin is now
building its ranks with an eye on
becoming the junior compliment to
the main musical core.
Eric Charbonneau, who recently
served as an associate conductor
at the Stratford Festival, has taken the baton from Bolt-Martin to
lead the younger musicians forward. Holding a master’s degree in
collaborative piano with a specific interest in opera from Western
University, Charbonneau joined

the SSO as a guest conductor for a
brass octet that performed for last
year’s ‘Cows & Classics’, marking
the first time he’d worked with the
group.
“I grew up in a little town even
smaller than Stratford in a Québec region called Saguenay-LacSt-Jean where there were no symphonies unless you drove for at
least two hours,” he said. “I discovered orchestras and orchestral
music later in life. Having moved
to Stratford in 2017 to work as a
musician at the Festival, during the
pandemic I have used this ‘pause’
to reach out to the community. Believing that the pandemic has been
especially difficult for our youth,
I wanted to find a way to give
something back to the community. All of these circumstances led
to the Stratford Symphony Youth
Orchestra (what the SPYO is now
called). It’s a place where young

musicians of different ages come
to learn to make music as an ensemble, and part of my goal definitely is to introduce our musicians
to classical orchestral music, but
we do not strictly work on classical
repertoire. I do take requests from
our group of young musicians as
there is also something rewarding
in performing music that we hear
in our everyday life.”
When the SSO made the move to
bring the youth orchestra under its
wing, the press released stated that
the SSYO will enjoy opportunities
for coaching with SSO musicians,
observing their rehearsals, and
eventually participating in joint
performances. It was a move of
tremendous value, according to the
SSO’s Principal Conductor, William Rowson. And Charbonneau
said that in his eyes, the move just
made sense.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 17

Bacon and ale are a combination made in heaven, which is also a pretty good way to describe
our picturesque town.

$33.90 (including HST) – note that you may use one voucher per stop. The Bacon & Ale Trail
is available year-round.

Enjoy Stratford’s Bacon & Ale Trail in every season. This self-guided tour introduces you to
our pork and brewing history.

Every stop is unique and features a different bacon and/or ale item to enjoy. With many
locations to choose from, you may need to plan your route in advance (or buy another pass
which includes 5 more vouchers). And, you also get to meet the makers who craft these
indulgences.

With each trail purchase, you get to choose which five stops, out of the participating
businesses, to redeem your five vouchers for a bacon or ale delight on your self-guided tour
(click here for trail participants, map, trail offerings and hours). The cost for 5 vouchers is

Heritage Hops Brew Co.: Tasting flight
(4 x 5oz) from their lineup of beers

For more information visit https://visitstratford.ca/bacontrail/

Stratford Country Club: Ultimate grilled
cheese: garlic/cheese spread, cheddar,
provolone, bacon
*Please pre-order for take-out before arriving.

21 Market Place, Stratford • 519-508-4141

Madelyn's Diner: Half pound bacon butter
tart loaded with finely chopped local
bacon
*Limited daily take-out feature
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Continued from page 16
“When I came forward to the SSO and
asked if they would support this endeavour, I was instantly welcomed with open
arms,” he said. “In a hopefully soon-to-be
post-pandemic world, and as it becomes
easier and easier to gather, I hope that
there will be more chances for both orchestra’s members to interact. Whether
it is in having the SSYO attend an SSO
rehearsal and meet the players and conductor … I could imagine having SSO
members eventually come and perform
with us, share their passion and skill with
the musicians of tomorrow. Growing up
in that little down, I was always inspired
by older players and it always encouraged
me to keep working and strengthening my
music skills.”
He points out that the SSYO has already
benefitted from musicians like Serena
Erb and Patrick King (a violinist and horn
player respectively) from the SSO attend
several rehearsals and share experiences
with the kids. They have also hosted guest
teachers Tracey Frank of Woodstock and
Émilie Paré of Halifax, with a few more
lined up before the winter term finishes.
For King, who grew up in New Brunswick before moving to London to also
earn his masters from Western in Horn
Performance, his trip to this point hasn’t
been a straight line. He began playing
with the SSO on an as-needed basis – a
result of the horn section being full up
upon his arrival. By last year, he joined
as the fourth horn when a position opened

A GROOVIN’ GROUP

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Members of the Stratford Symphony Youth Orchestra group took some time off during
a recent rehearsal to smile for the camera. Hamming it up are Dominique Pasma, Tessa
Bell, Madison Bertrand, Grace Erb, Ewan Peterson, Libby Dufton, Makenzie Bartlett, Aimee
Oosterom and Emile Grimes.

up, adding the title of brass coach with the
SSYO to his credits as well.
For young musicians, practice is key
and that’s proven to be challenging during
the pandemic. King said that while the orchestra has faced obstacles over the last
few years, both the SSO and SSYO have
found ways to excel.
“COVID has proven to be one of the
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markers of this era, and it has affected absolutely everything in our lives – I don’t
know of anyone that has particularly enjoyed the pandemic, but I do think it has
made us all ask questions of ourselves,
such as ‘what makes me happy’, ‘what
connects me to my community’, and even
‘why am I doing this’ when it comes to aspects of our lives,” he said. “The SSO has
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fared quite well, thanks in large part to the
support of its generous donors, patrons,
musicians as well as support from all
levels of government. Further, Ballinran
Entertainment has been instrumental in
helping us maintain a connection with
our patrons through digital productions.
The SSYO, on the other hand, was created
in times of COVID and has known only
this. I’m continually impressed by the
young musicians’ maturity when it comes
to COVID, and how adaptable they have
proven to be. We have been fortunate that
shut-downs have not affected rehearsals
to a large extend, and we used the online
time wisely to host guest teachers that began the music learning in sections, before
we met up as an ensemble.
“Finally, a large amount of praise
should be given to both of our conductors, William Rowson and Eric, who have
truly found ways to continue to connect
with their communities and audiences,
as well as keep the ensembles busy and
fulfilled throughout the entire pandemic
time.”
Charbonneau admitted that they were
lucky when it comes to weathering the
negative effects of the pandemic. When
their fall term began, everything was
fully in-person for rehearsals at the Stratford Perth Museum. When they made the
move to the Falstaff Family Centre for
the winter session, they had to begin with
Zoom rehearsals before getting back together.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 18
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...Stratford Symphony Orchestra
Stratford Symphony
planning strong in-person
comeback season

As the Stratford Symphony prepares to
launch its eighteenth season, Rogers tv has
stepped in to support the orchestra with a
broadcast of a special community concert
filmed last October.
A Stratford Celebration, the Stratford
Symphony Orchestra’s (SSO) first live performance in nearly a year and a half, premiered on Rogers Television on Saturday
March 5 at 7:30 p.m. Encore presentations
are scheduled for Saturday Mar. 12 at 9 a.m.
and Sunday Mar. 13 at 7 p.m. For those without a Rogers Cable subscription, the concert
will also be available to watch online on rogerstv.com by selecting Waterloo Region.
“We are delighted to bring the orchestra to
the wider community,” says William Rowson, the Stratford Symphony Orchestra’s
Principal Conductor and Music Director.
“We hope this special broadcast will present
a taste of what’s to come as we prepare for
our eighteenth season.”
Tickets will go on sale shortly for Concert
A in April and Concert B in June. Prior to
the pandemic, the SSO was playing to capacity houses at Stratford’s Avondale United
Church. The two upcoming shows will be
presented with capacity limits and public
health considerations in mind.
“We are fortunate to have such a high-cal-

ibre professional orchestra in a small town
like Stratford,” says Nancy Stotts Jones,
Chair of the SSO’s Board of Directors. “As
a registered charitable organization, we
rely on ticket sales, donations, sponsors and
grants so returning to in-person performances will help us build on our strong foundation of community support.”
A Stratford Celebration includes works
by Bizet, Dvorak, Bellini, Stravinsky, and
Korngold and features a guest appearance
by the acclaimed baritone soloist and Stratford resident Phillip Addis.
The special was filmed and produced by
Ballinran Entertainment and directed by
Craig Thompson with the generous support
of the Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Trillium Foundation, City of Stratford,
RTO4 and Royal LePage Hiller Realty.
If you would like to learn more about the
Stratford Symphony Orchestra, please join
our mailing list and get the latest on upcoming concerts and to purchase tickets. A full
catalogue of previously filmed performances by the Stratford Symphony Orchestra is
available for streaming on www.stageview.
ca, Canada’s Digital Concert Hall.
For more information, contact administrative director Chris Sharpe at
chrissharpe@stratfordsymphonyorchestra.ca.

we started with only strings, however
Continued from page 16
“When we arrived at our first in-person I’m happy to say that we welcomed wind
rehearsal, there was already some great players in the winter term. I’m looking
ground work that had been done,” he forward to meeting the talented young
said. “Our players know that if they were artists in the area, and encourage anyto feel somewhat under the weather, they one who’s interested to reach out to us at
can stay at home and attend the rehearsal ssyo@stratfordsymphonyorchestra.ca. I
online. Throughout my different teaching hope that the orchestra becomes known
experiences during the pandemic, I have within the different school communities
found the young generation is incredi- as I am sure there are plenty of talented
bly aware and respectful of everyone’s young musicians who would appreciate
an opportunity to play with peers from
health.”
Administrative Director for the SSO, different schools and locations. For young
Chris Sharpe, joined the orchestra in the musicians, I think it’s important for each
Festival City after more than three de- plyer to have a private teacher that will
cades playing cello for the KW Sympho- guide them in their overall development,
ny. With more than 50 musicians on its and I see the SSYO as an exciting group
roster, the SSO draws most of its talent where they can find each other, learning
from Huron-Perth, Middlesex and Wa- how to make music as an ensemble.”
Charbonneau also added that, over
terloo Region with a smattering of them
from the Greater Toronto Area. He cred- time, he’d love to see musical scholarits the help they’ve received from donors ships offered to young talent that might
and other community support systems not have the means to pay for further edto more than keeping their heads above ucation. And as the SSYO also gears up
water over the last two-plus years. With- for a hopefully busy summer season, the
out much of an opportunity to perform conductor remains hopeful that others
live, it’s been tough but Sharpe believes will once again be able to enjoy the fruits
that will change this season. A deal with of his labour.
“We did have a holiday recital last DeRogers Cable will see a number of pre-recorded concerts air, but Sharpe has big- cember where only close family members
were invited to attend, and the musicians
ger goals in mind.
“The SSO intends to return to live per- were thrilled to be performing for a live
formances starting at the end of April,” audience,” he said. “Our next performance will be on May 30 at a venue to
he said. “If all goes well, there
will beST., STRATFORD
206 ONTARIO
determined
as we are waiting to see
another in mid-June, and possibly
some be MLS
519-273-4400
Realtor
www.coldwellbankerfc.com
small ensemble performances website:
during
the what restrictions on gatherings may be
summer. The SSO intends to develop its involved.”
King looks to the future – including
community programming and expand its
audience base as it continues to be one of this season and beyond – and sees bright
the jewels of the cultural scene in Strat- things for the SSYO.
“I see our future as an avenue for young
ford.”
Charbonneau has hopes the SSYO will artists to not only discover the classical
take its place among those local jewels as repertoire, but to build a music communiit continues to grow in both size and tal- ty of their own,” he said. “One where the
ent. While one goal is to see that growth goal is to create not only beautiful music
continue, he adds that’s not the only thing and memories, but to connect them to the
musical community at large and where
on his mind.
“My goal is to welcome young musi- young musicians will come and feel at
cians, not only from Stratford but also home with like-minded friends and colfrom
areas,”
said.front
“We leagues.”
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on yourhe
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of
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all that it has to offer. This 3 bedroom 2 storey

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a
ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
through door for easy access to your rear yard. This
yard has so much to offer, there is plenty of room
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage,
(with Township approval). No more complaining that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run. Call to view this great family
home today. MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900
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STRATFORD TIMES SPORTS
Irish bounce Killer Bees, sets up series with Elora

MOVING ON

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

Alvinston’s Sam MacGee takes a shot on Stratford Fighting Irish goalie Andrew Harriam-Duke during their play-in game recently. The Irish knocked off the Killer Bees in a 2-0 series
sweep, setting up their semi-final date with the Elora Rocks. Game 2 of the series is slated for Saturday, Mar. 12, at 4:30 p.m. at the William Allman Arena. Game 4 will be played Saturday, Mar. 19, in Stratford as well.

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Stratford Times Regional Reporter

The Stratford Fighting Irish
are set to take on the Elora
Rocks in the first round of the
Western Ontario Super Hockey
League playoffs after sweeping
a best-of-three play-in against
the Alvinston Killer Bees.
Injuries took their toll on the
Fighting Irish and kept the team
out of third place in the WOSHL
standings, finishing two points
behind the Tillsonburg Thunder.
According to Jamie Petrie, the
team has been “very resilient”
despite the bad luck with the injury bug.
“Back in December, we had
a really solid hockey club. We
were on a very good roll. Then
we lost some players. Our top
two goal scorers signed pro contracts in Germany and our goalie, the best goalie in the league,
went to the University of Windsor.
“Then when the season restarted, we lost four guys to
season-ending injuries. It’s no
excuse, and the guys still in the
lineup have been playing hard,
but we’ve been hit badly, hence
the 1-4-1 record since the restart
of the season.”
This meant that Stratford had
to face off against Alvinston
for the fourth playoff spot in a
three-game play-in. They won

the first two games of the series on Saturday, March 5th and
Sunday, March 6th. In game one
against the Killer Bees, Andrew
Bogdon opened the scoring
with his first of two goals in the
contest. Alvinston tied it at one
apiece three minutes and 18 seconds into the second, but seven
minutes later, Sean O’Brien and
Hayden Broomhead scored less
than a minute apart. Bogdon’s
second of the game came shorthanded with under a minute to
play in the second. Ray Robbins
added a goal in the third to lift
the Fighting Irish to a 5-1 win.
In game two, Stratford found
themselves trailing 4-2 in the
second period after three goals
in five minutes in the middle
frame. Brady Elder scored Stratford’s first goal while Robbins
had a goal in the second. Before
the second intermission, however, Warren Gorman and Cameron Stokes brought the game to
a 4-4 tie heading to the third.
The comeback in the second
proved to turn the momentum
in the Fighting Irish’s favour as
Robbins, Clayton Lewis, and
Michael Finlay scored, pushing
Stratford to a 7-4 victory.
They were forced into a playin series after posting just one
victory in February. The month
started with a 7-3 loss to the Elora Rocks on February 5th. Goals
from Robbins and Maverick

Petrie gave the Fighting Irish a
2-1 lead going into the first intermission, but Elora would take
a 3-2 lead with two goals in the
second stanza. A four-goal third
period for the Rocks propelled
them past Stratford. Stokes had
the third Fighting Irish goal.
A week later, the Fighting
Irish were on the road in Alvinston facing the Killer Bees
and got back in the win column.
Robbins opened the scoring before the Killer Bees tied things
up in the first period. Mitchell
Casey and Greg Huszarik got
on the scoresheet in the middle
frame before Tyson Kielt and
Nick Jung also found the back of
the net in the third.
Their momentum, however,
was halted when they visited the
Strathroy Jets on February 18th.
A goal by Broomhead less than
three minutes into the game gave
Stratford an early 1-0 lead but
Strathroy tilted the ice back the
other way, scoring four straight
spread out over all three periods. Robbins finally answered
for Stratford with just over eight
minutes left in the third and Mason Cromwell scored with 2:20
left in the game, but two goals in
the third frame allowed Strathroy to double up the visitors 6-3.
Again on the road one week
later, this time in Elora on February 25th, Stratford once again
surrendered four goals in the

third period after jumping out
to an early 1-0 lead. Matt Martin had the game’s first goal for
the Fighting Irish. Goals from
Broomhead, Martin, and Bogdon would get the game within
two goals but two goals in the
final three-and-a-half minutes of
the game helped the Rocks beat
Stratford 8-4.
Just 24 hours later, the Fighting Irish were back in action
visiting Tillsonburg to face the
Thunder. With two goals in both
the first and second periods, the
Thunder took a 4-0 lead before
Stokes and Lewis each found
the back of the net, cutting the
lead to two goals heading into
the third. The final score would
read 7-2 after Tillsonburg added three in the final 20 minutes.
Their final regular-season game
took place back in Stratford and
ended in a 1-1 tie with Alvinston. Marc Nother had the lone
Stratford goal.
As Petrie is both the top brass
for the Fighting Irish and the
league as a whole, he is just as
focused on making sure the perception of the league is positive
as he is helping the youngest
team in the WOSHL continue to
grow.
“There’s still a misconception
out there that the league is a
bunch of 35-year-olds that drop
their sticks, fight, and then go
drink beer. That just isn’t the

case. Not counting a few blowouts early in the season, we’re
around seven or eight goals per
game, while our fights-per-game
is at 0.38.”
“The average of the league
is 26. We are a good, young
league. It is good hockey and
we’re proud of the product. We
have a lot of ex-junior players,
ex-college and university players, and ex-pro players, they’re
prime-age, more polished players.”
Petrie also told the Times that
he is expecting the WOSHL
to expand next season to eight
teams. The league currently has
five member organizations. He
also noted that the league has
turned away potential teams that
don’t present a strong enough
plan for fan attraction and community involvement.
The Fighting Irish’s playoff
series with the top-ranked Elora
Rocks begins this Friday, March
11th, with the Fighting Irish on
the road. Game two takes place
the next day, Saturday, March
12th, in Stratford. The series
moves back to Elora for game
three on Friday, March 18th, and
back to Stratford on Saturday,
March 19th. Games five and six,
if needed, will be Friday, March
25th in Elora, and Saturday,
March 26th in Stratford. Game
seven, if necessary, is to take
place before March 29th.
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The Next Step Forward

Whitehead lands DIII scholarship with Adrian College Bulldogs
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

This story, the one about Jack
Whitehead’s path forward, starts
where all great tales do: in his
past.
Whitehead, a 19-year-old
Stratford native, recently accepted a baseball scholarship for the
Adrian College Bulldogs, a Division-III NCAA school in Michigan. But to get to this point, you
have to go back a bit. Granted,
for a kid who can’t legally buy or
drink alcohol for another year on
his soon-to-be college campus,
going back in time isn’t a huge
reach.
But the seeds of this success,
and the ones that have implanted a bigger dream, were planted
years ago and are finally breaking the surface.
The narrative begins at the 14U
Ontario Baseball Association
championships in Stratford when
Jack was coached by Dave Graff.
They have a history together that
goes back to when Jack was just
six, but it’s the OBAs on home
turf that are important here.
The moment wasn’t too big, as it
turns out: Whitehead became the
first player 14 years or younger to
hit a home run out of Nationals
Stadium. In Graff’s eyes, that
swing helped light the flame
– for that weekend and
beyond.
“For Jack to hit
that home run
at the stadium in the
championships,
I think
it fueled
him to not
only help carry
us that weekend
to an OBA title,
but to realize
that he loved
the game and
wanted to
pursue it
longer

term,” the coach said.
So the seed was put in the
ground with that homer, but it
was fertilized perhaps a bit more
when Whitehead helped claim
the title that weekend when he hit
an extra-innings walk-off double
in the championship game. That
was just the latest (at the time)
thing that opened Graff’s eyes to
what Whitehead could become.
“I would say by 10U, we coaches could tell Jack just had that IT
factor when compared to most
others,” he said. “There are three
things with Jack: his compete
level was off the charts even
at that age, and he hated losing
more than anyone and still does,
and he was always trying to get
better both with us and away
from the diamond on his own,
especially with his hitting. His
game steadily evolved and improved each year, especially on
the offensive side.”
Graff talked about Whitehead’s
progression year over year, rhyming off traits like plate pre-load,

bat speed and plate discipline.
His defensive work improved as
well, and he added to his skill set
in the field in going from catcher to infield to outfield. Playing
with his team in Stratford as well
as the St. Marys-based Ontario
Nationals helped Whitehead’s
development, something that
Nationals president Jeremy Jayaweera could see almost from
the start.
“When he first played for us,
you could tell Jack was motivated, humble and a really good
teammate,” Jayaweera said.
“He’s one of those guys; you wish
you had 15 of them on your team.
I did not know much about him at
the time but slowly learned Jack
was going to be a great player
one day. His best tool is his bat:
he’s a left-handed hitter with lots
of power and great bat control.
And in the field, he’s a bulldog.”
His stat line during his most
recent season with the Nationals
seems to show what everyone is
thinking about Jack Whitehead:
.303 batting average/2 HR/22
RBI in 23 games played. A slugging percentage of .688 with an
OPS of .763 and fielding percentage of .951. Translation:
facing Whitehead on either
side of the ball is going to be
tough for you.
But in his
own words,
Whitehead
is

still a kid who believes he’s got
to prove his worth. He’s not going to lay his stats out there for
you to drool over, but he’s going
to lay out to make the play if it
means getting the win. Sure, he
remembers his homer at Nation-

als Stadium, just like he remembers hitting .450 in his first year
with the Ontario Nats. But the
thing that stuck with him wasn’t
the glory or the chance to strut
around the bases.
It was the chance to go out and
do it again.
“That home run came on the
Friday of the tournament, and
we went on to beat Tecumseh in
the finals, but all I can remember
thinking after I did it was I wanted to feel that feeling again,” he
said, talking about the homer.
“My mind was blown, and to
this day I still don’t know how
I did it. Up until COVID, I was
playing both baseball and hockey
and I was a decent hockey player.
But after my first season with the
Nationals and seeing that I could
play at that level, I just wanted to
do it again. I wanted to prove I
could keep doing it. That year set
the tone for me.”
That kind of determination
to show everyone what he can
do got him the attention of the
Bulldogs. Creating an account
on www.fieldlevel.com to show
his baseball prowess, Whitehead
caught the eye of Bulldogs head
coach Craig Rainey. The 29-year
veteran coach liked what he saw
of Whitehead on video and believed he would be a good fit in
several ways for the program.
“His baseball numbers for
speed, arm strength and exit velocity fit with our program, but it
was a hard year to see Canadian
guys play with the border being
closed,” the top Bulldog said.
“We had to rely on his ability to
get us video of him playing and
coaches evaluations. Jack has
many great baseball skills and
we’re looking forward to working with him next fall.”
To those who don’t follow college baseball on any kind of regular basis, Adrian College might
seem like an unknown. But with
14 NCAA tournament appearances and a pair of trips to the
NCAA World Series, the Bulldogs are legit. Whitehead has his
eyes set on a sports management
degree from Adrian, but he’s
hoping not to use it right away.
The next part of the dream, the
one that doesn’t get planted until
Whitehead puts on the Bulldogs
jersey, comes in four years.
“I hope to be able to play past
college, whether it’s in the Cape
Cod league or minor ball somewhere – I just want to keep my
dream alive for as long as I can,”
he said. “I know Adrian has sent
some players on to professional
baseball, but I want to get my degree and then see what happens

after that.”
The number of Bulldogs who
were Major League Baseball
draft picks is two under Rainey’s watch. The coach said they
had six still playing pro ball
somewhere after they finished at
Adrian, including Ryan Dorow
who broke into the majors with
the Texas Rangers. The road
won’t be without its bumps, as
both player and coach are fully
aware.
“This is an extremely hard
journey to get a professional contract after college – players have
to put in a tremendous amount of
time and be extremely committed to it,” Rainey said. “We have
the best D3 facilities guys need,
with a turfed stadium, indoor
hitting facility, full weight training facility and athletic trainers
to help our players reach their
full potential. Our coaching staff
is fully committed to our player
development in academics and
baseball, so Jack will have everything he needs to elevate his
baseball abilities while getting a
college education.”
Jayaweera has been in touch
with Adrian and says they’re excited to welcome Whitehead in
the fall, expecting him to come
in and produce right away. That
Jack is a multi-tooled talent
bodes well for his transition to
the college game, but the Nationals’ boss thinks this might just
be the next step in a line of more
to come for Whitehead.
“Jack has the potential to one
day play professional baseball,
whether that be in the minors
or independent ball,” Jayaweera
said. “If he continues to work
hard at Adrian, I can see that as
a reality.”
And then there’s the guy who’s
known Whitehead the longest on
this journey. The guy who saw
that homer sail over the right
field wall at Nationals Stadium,
and the coach who has seen the
kid grow his talents thanks to a
fire that never dims.
He’s a believer.
“I firmly believe two things
when it comes to Jack – he can
continue to get better because he
has the physical ability to and I
don’ think he’s reached his full
potential yet,” Graff said. “I’ve
coached probably 40 or so of
the 2003-born kids in the area
in baseball and hockey over the
years, and although some of the
other boys are close, Jack’s hunger to win and absolute disdain
for losing is at a different level.
If he channels that properly and
uses it to his advantage, he can
get where he wants to be.”
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Yagi makes most of her SDSS experiences
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

When you sign on to be an exchange student, it’s not typically
during a global pandemic. You
don’t willingly pack up and fly
around the world to spend a year
away from your family under
those unique circumstances, but
there is little about this experience that would give anyone the
impression that Nanako Yagi is
anything less than unique herself.
Yagi, a 17-year-old exchange
student from Osaka, Japan, has
spent the last year of her life as a
student at Stratford District Secondary School. When she arrived
in April 2021, ostensibly to learn
English for a year, she had hopes
of a full experience that included
life on campus complete with social activities and sports.
That it took a while for those
experiences to kick in won’t be
what Yagi takes away from her
trip. Getting to finally play in a
senior girls’ volleyball game –
shortly before her scheduled return home in mid-March, no less
– might make the list, though.
I’m actually so nervous about it
because my teammates are better
than I am and they’re very good
at playing,” she said, smiling under her mask. “I hope I can play
well and that we win. I think finally getting this opportunity to
play will make the relationships I
have with my teammates deeper.”

Yagi has volleyball experience,
having played for two years in
Japan. She’s also a recreational
golfer, something she took advantage of to play for the SDSS
team back in the fall. And despite
the fact that she demurs about her
own skill level on the volleyball
court, Yagi’s teacher and coach
thinks she’ll fit in just fine.
“Nanako has been a wonderful
addition to classes here because
she’s got such an amazing
work ethic – she always
tries to improve her
technique and she’s always engaged in what’s
going on,” MaryAlice
Arms said. “That
kind of attitude
makes her really
fun to coach. I’ve
had her in some
of my classes
and it’s been
fun getting to
teach her and
really get to
know who
Nanako is.”
Thanks to
the pandemic, volleyball
season
got
a much later than usual start to its
season. Arms
said the team
– made up of
a lot of junior

team grads thanks to most of the
former seniors graduating – will
have some growing pains but
she’s not worried about what Yagi
can bring to the table.
“Usually by now we’ve been in
tournaments, so I finally get to
see her play,” Arms joked. “And I
know I can put her at any position
because she’s willing to do anything

and learn that position. I think
she can hold her own on the court
… her skill level is up there and
she really concentrates on doing
the proper technique for everything, so she’s been learning really fast. But honestly, she came
to us with a really high skill level. And overall, I find her to be a
lovely person, too.”
Being part of teams has helped
Yagi pick up the language quickly, especially when you factor
in her participation on the
field hockey team
as
well
as golf
and
volleyball.
She’s
had
a
blast playing for the
Golden Bears
and almost as
much fun getting to
know her temporary home town,
too, even if it took
some time for the
fun stuff to get
started.
“I was worried about
COVID and wasn’t sure about
the experience I would have
when I came here,” she said.
“When I got here in April last
year, the school was only online and nothing in person, so I
was really disappointed about

that. But I was taking a hairstyling course and that was fun. I
hadn’t decided about coming to
Canada until about January of
last year. Of course, my parents
were worried about me but I still
came here – I wanted to come no
matter what. The experience has
been what I imagined, but if we
didn’t have to deal with COVID
I think it would have been more
fun. I have been thinking, ‘what
if … ‘ a lot, but the students here
have been so friendly and I’m
enjoying my school life. I will
miss this school, the students and
friends I have made here.”
For those wondering, Yagi says
that things in Stratford are very
different than Osaka, and not just
because of the snow. She likes
the fact that the city has a slower pace than Osaka (and Japan in
general), as well as how friendly people have been to her. And
Arms admitted to being a little in
awe of Yagi’s resiliency this past
year.
“Going through what she’s
gone through during a pandemic, it’s kind of incredible to do
that with the grace that she has,”
Arms said. “She just wants the
experience, whatever that experience turns out to be. She’s keeping her head up and doing her
best, and you never see her get
overwhelmed by anything. It’s
always been, ‘I’m going to show
up and do my best and enjoy the
experience’ from the first day.”

Stratford Country Club set to host junior curling nationals
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

Some of the best young curlers this
country has to offer will descend on the
city for the 2022 New Holland Canadian
Under-21 Curling Championships, hosted
by the Stratford Country Club.
Running March 25-April 1, the Under-21 championships will bring 36 teams
– 18 male and 18 female – to the city to
contest for the title. And while the SCC
will be home to all hospitality events, the
action will take place at the Stratford Rotary Complex with a two-rink, four-sheet
per rink set-up.
Rob Douglas from the SCC said that
Curling Canada had approached prior host
Fort McMurray, Alberta about welcoming
the tournament back again this year, but
they city was already set to host the Arctic
Winter Games and didn’t feel comfortable
trying to have both events at once.
“It was a no-brainer for Curling Canada
when they asked us, given the track record
we have in Stratford for hosting events
like this,” he said. “While we won’t have
any of the curling action taking place here
at the Club, we’re situated between the
Rotary where all the curling will be, and

the Arden Park Hotel where all the teams
will be staying.”
Thanks to provincial regulations relaxing at just the right time, Douglas said
organizers have already sold 200 weekly
passes for the event – he added that Curling Canada and the Rotary Complex will
still be following all in-place guidelines,
so masks will still be required but proof of
vaccination will not.
“I’d like to point out that kids under 14
years of age will get free admission on the
opening weekend of the tournament (Mar.
26-27) when accompanied by a paying
adult,” he said. “That’s four draws per day
of action they’ll get to see. And there are
still plenty of day and draw passes available. You can log on to www.stratfordcountryclub.ca/on-linestore to purchase
yours.”
There are an anticipated 100-plus volunteers set to help stage the event, and
Douglas said everyone is looking forward to witnessing another unique curling championship in Stratford. For those
unable to attend in person, games will be
streamed on curlontv.ca throughout the
week.
This marks the third time Stratford and
the Stratford County Club have co-hosted

the curling nationals in the last six years,
and will be the first Under-21 championship event to be held since the start of the

pandemic in 2020.
For updated event information, visit
www.stratfordcountryclub.ca.
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Warriors aiming to protect home-ice advantage in
final month of GOJHL regular season

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Although the Stratford Warriors would
have liked to nab a few more times during
February, they still themselves in a good
position to start the playoffs with home-ice
advantage as they enter the home stretch of
the regular season.
After starting February winning two out
of three straight games, the Warriors turned
their attention to the Kitchener-Waterloo
Siskins on February 11th at the William
Allman Memorial Arena. Things started
hot for the home side as Jonas Schmidt’s
fifth goal of the season, a shorthanded
marker, opened the scoring just under three
minutes into the game. However, the Siskins would shut Stratford down after that,
scoring three times in four minutes in the
third period en route to a 4-1 win.
Stratford was back at it the following
Sunday and heavily outshot the visiting
Caledon Bombers throughout the game,
but once again, couldn’t come up with the
two points. Zac McCann’s 21st of the year
was the only goal of the first 20 minutes,
with Caledon scoring twice in the second
period. Both teams added goals in the
third, including a powerplay goal from
Keaton McLaughlin, his fourth this season,
leading to Caledon stealing a 3-2 win.
The Warriors got a measure of payback
when the Bombers returned to the Allman
Arena on February 18th, with a six-goal
second period powering Stratford past the
Bombers. Luke Fritz opened the scoring
with the only goal of the first frame, his
13th this year. The craziness began early
in the second, with Caledon scoring just 38
seconds into the middle stanza. Under two
minutes after, Drew Ferris tallied his ninth

of the year before the Bombers responded
just 30 seconds later. Stratford’s offence
exploded just over nine minutes later,
scoring five times in as many minutes,
including powerplay goals from Nolan
Adkins, his third of the year, and Sheldon
Pryce’s 12th of the campaign, followed
by the second goal of the game for both
Ferris and Pryce and goal number 15 for
Camden Daigle. The Bombers added two
in the third while Daigle made it two
for him on the night as well, helping
Stratford to the 8-4 victory. Sean
Andrus earned the win in goal.
Unfortunately, the Warriors couldn’t keep the
winning ways going
in their Family Day
visit to Listowel, with the Cyclones picking up
a
heart-breaking
3-2 win. Pryce and
Schmidt scored for
Stratford, with Schmidt’s
tying the game at two apiece
with under three minutes left in
the third. But with 54 seconds left in regulation, Listowel went back ahead by a
goal, a lead they would hang on to until
the final buzzer.
On February 25th, the Warriors welcomed back their graduating players who
missed out on receiving their framed
jerseys due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mitch Casey Evan Dowd, Alex Grant,
Clayton Lewis, Malcolm McLeod, and
Tyler Parr were presented with their
framed sweaters before the game. Unable
to attend were Rhett Kimmel, Jacob Uridil, and Drew Welsch. When the game
started, two goals under two minutes apart

Stratford Minor Baseball
Association ready for new season

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

After facing some challenges tied to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Stratford Minor
Baseball Association (SMBA) is ready for a
new season.
On Feb. 16, the SMBA announced on their
website and Facebook page that registration
for their 2022 season is open for both rep and
house leagues. Registration and payments
will be accepted until April 30.
Chris Redfern, the vice president of the
SMBA, is hopeful this year will bring back
some form of pre-pandemic normalcy to
baseball.
“It does seem as though things will be open
and we might not have the restrictions that
we used to have,” Redfern said. “We're still
not sure exactly, obviously. Nobody has a
crystal ball, so we're not sure what the future
holds, but it looks like we might be back to
somewhat of a normal baseball season, which
we know everybody involved in the SMBA
wants that for the kids in the program.”
The 2020 baseball season was canceled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic as the sporting

world was trying to decide on the best protocols to keep athletes safe. The SMBA were
able to run their 2021 season with cleaning
measures and following outdoor gathering
guidelines.
Parents registering their kids for the 2022
baseball season should indicate which league
their kid will be playing. The SMBA is lenient with moving kids up or down a division, depending on their ability.
"We want to make sure that there's somewhere for everybody to play,” Redfern said.
“If you have a child that is a 12-year-old but
their skills are just not quite there yet, or
they’re not comfortable being in that division, then we can work with the parents and
the child to see if they would be able to play
down a division.”
All house leagues are expected to begin
in May, with the Blastball program running
from May to June. Other programs are expected to run from May to July, depending
on weather and other circumstances.
Visit
stratfordminorbaseball.ca
or
facebook.com/stratfordminorbaseball
for
more information and to see videos of each
league.

in the first period gave the Elmira Sugar
Kings a 2-0 lead, which they extended
to 3-0 with a single goal in the second.
Goals from Adkins and Owen Robertson
brought Stratford within a goal but they
were unable to complete the comeback as
Elmira added an empty-netter, leaving the
Allman with a 4-2 victory.
Two days later, the Warriors bounced
back nicely in their trip to Waterloo,
beating the Siskins 6-2. Fritz, Nagge, and Zachary Hatch all scored
as the visitors jumped out to a 3-0
lead in the first 20 minutes. Stratford scored three more in the
second off the sticks
of Robertson, McLaughlin, and affiliate player William
Schlotzhauer. The
Siskins
scored
twice before the
period was done
but that’s as close
as they would come with
Stratford hanging on for the
two points.
They had a much harder time finding
the back of the net in their first game of
March, falling 2-1 to the white-hot Cambridge RedHawks on March 3rd. Daigle
had the lone Stratford goal. The game
marked the return of goaltender Marcus
Vandenberg who hadn’t suited up for the
Warriors since December 19th after being
signed and called up by the OHL Kitchener Rangers, a stint in which he appeared in
the Rangers’ crease six times. Vandenberg
made 37 saves in his Stratford return.
Back at home the next night, the Warriors debuted their new ‘CS8’ third jerseys,
a dark blue sweater bearing the initials and

NET BATTLE

number of the late Carter Schoonderwoerd
and seemingly got a boost as they remembered the former Warrior, defeating the
visiting Siskins 6-3. The game started hot,
with both teams scoring within the first
minute of the game. Daigle had Stratford’s
first goal with Callan Christener and Cole
Jenken scoring before the end of the first.
The second would start even quicker as
McCann would put the Warriors ahead 4-1
just 12 seconds into the period with what
would also be the only goal in the period.
The Siskins scored two in a row in the final
period to cut the lead to one, but Schmidt
would restore a two-goal deficit and Izac
Blum potted an empty-netter.
On March 6th, the RedHawks visited
the Allman Arena but once again, bested
the Warriors by a score of 2-1 in what was
their 10th consecutive victory. Fritz’s 15th
of the season was the only Warriors goal.
Stratford rounds out their regular season
with nine games scheduled for this month.
Another segment of three games in as
many days begins this Friday, March 11th,
with the Warriors hosting the Listowel Cyclones. They then play a home-and-home
against the Bandits on Saturday, March
11th in Brantford, and Sunday, March 12th
in Stratford. Another three straight days
of hockey commences on Friday, March
18th, with the Sugar Kings visiting the
Allman Arena. Stratford is on the road in
Brantford on Saturday, March 19th, before
going to Elmira on Sunday, March 20th.
On Thursday, March 24th, the Warriors go
to Ayr for a matchup with the Centennials before playing their last regular-season
home game on Friday, March 25th against
the Siskins. The regular season ends for
Stratford on March 31st with a visit to the
Bombers of Caledon.

(PAT PAYTON PHOTO)

St. Mikes Warriors’ Jensen Pohl (13) and Salukis’ Gwen Taylor, right, battle for the point
above the net during Senior girls volleyball action recently at St. Marys DCVI.
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Neeb still riding high on
snowy trails

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

Right, Floyd Neeb with son Paul who have both
been part of the NorthEasthope snowmobile
association since the clubs inception.
Above, 88-year-old Floyd Neeb on his first snow
cruiser still going after all these years!

GARY WEST
Stratford Times Correspondent
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Above, a 16 year old figure skater from Shakespeare is making a name for herself in the
world of Figure Skating with emphasis on the word “world”. Rianna Forthuber will be flying
out this Saturday, March 12 to Munich, Germany to compete with her Nexxice junior figure
skating team based in Burlington. The team will practice in Germany before travelling to
Innsbruck Austria for the competition March 17 to 19th. In a weekend interview, Rianna said that the Nexxice team competed on February 5 in Oakville for the regionals. They
received the gold medal for their only competition before travelling to the nationals in
Calgary. There they earned the silver medal while their sister Nexxice team-Les Supremesfrom Quebec earned the gold. The young skating star started with the Tavistock unity team
in syncro-skating at a very young age in 2012 and for the last four years has been skating
with the Nexxice team from Burlington, first as a novice and the last 2 years as a junior.
There are 19 skaters heading to Europe and they compete in both the short program and
the free skate program. The young team of skaters are coached by the mother-daughter
duo of Trish Perdue-Mills and Julia Bolton-Mills. Parents Barb and Jeff Forthuber are exited and proud of their daughter’s accomplishments and the whole community from Shakespeare and Tavistock, will certainly be cheering for Rianna and her team as they compete
on the world stage of figure skating.
Below, The champion Nexxice team with Shakespeare’s Rianna Forthuber

With the hundreds of miles of snowmobile trails throughout Ontario, I was able
to catch up with one of the pioneers of
snowmobiling in Perth county to observe
how far the winter sport has come. Retired
North Easthope egg and beef farmer Floyd
Neeb, who spent his life farming on the
4th concession north-east of Shakespeare,
says life in the winter got much more enjoyable, once he was able to purchase his
first snowmobile in 1966. He said his first
machine was a 14 horse power moto-ski
that he bought new from good friend Rusty
Wagner (Wagner’s small engines) in New
Hamburg for $800, and back then there
was no such thing as warm snowmobile
outfits. They would wear their barn coat
and coveralls and tuck those into their felt
boots that were made at New Hamburg’s
felt boot factory. At that time, there were
no licences or trail permits, or insurances
to worry about, all you would do would be
to snowmobile in fields and look for snowbanks to go over, along with climbing the
hills close to home.
Pictured last week is Floyd Neeb with
son Paul who have both been part of the
North Easthope snowmobile association
since the clubs inception.
In the late 60’s a number of couples
who owned the snow machines put up a
clubhouse on the Floyd Neeb farm at lot
13 concession 4 of North Easthope. They
built their headquarters when they used
2 old chicken houses and named it the

“snow fun lodge”. Early members were
charged $5 for a membership and later in the 70s decided to double it to $10.
The members were expected to clear and
maintain the trails and build bridges that
would allow their snowmobiles to safely
cross the many streams in the township.
Neeb said on Friday and Saturday nights
throughout the winter as many as 20
snowmobiles would go on a run and then
return to the clubhouse for a hot lunch or
sausage and chilli or whatever the food
committee had prepared. On Sunday afternoons there were family gatherings
when the neighbour kids made snowmen
and went sledding for fun and excitement.
As years went by and snowmobiles
became more powerful and comfortable
to ride, as in having handlebar warmers
and seat warmers along with more comfortable suspensions, the trips became
longer and they would snowmobile in the
province to Sudbury, North Bay, Burk’s
Falls, Earlton, Haliburton, Bancroft and
Algonquin Park and even northern Michigan to name just a few. In 1995 Neeb
was presented with a plaque from Skidoo-Bombardier for being one of the top
three customers having purchased over
40 snowmobiles throughout the years.
Now in his late 80s, Floyd Neeb is still excited to take a short trip around the trails
on the Neeb family farm and is especially
thankful to all the landowners in Ontario
for allowing snow trails to pass through
their farms and properties to ensure family fun and enjoyment continues for many
winters to come.
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Economic report offers glimpse into business sector’s mindset
Priorities shifting as Ontario emerges from pandemic

MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce released its sixth-annual
report on the provincial economy
and economic outlook, and the
72-page document indicates that
while business confidence is rebounding and some priorities are
shifting in new directions, there
is still lots of ground to make up.
The report indicates that business confidence increased following a record low in 2021, even
amid continuing health restrictions. And in 2021, 56 per cent
of businesses reported they had
shrunk – that number dropped
to 38 per cent this year. Labour
shortages, shifting policy priorities and supply chain disruptions
filled the pages of the report, but
those in the local business sector
had their own input.
In the early part of the report, it
details that among the most pessimistic sectors include arts and
entertainment, agriculture and
forestry, and retail trade. While
those are relatively broad categories and the levels of pessimism
can range greatly, they still hit
close to home. Councillor Martin Ritsma, whose HAY WEST
program has been impacted by
various factors, said that while he
has been blessed with generous
support in terms of hay to ship
and monetary donations, finding
transportation to move his shipments has been challenging.
“Two suggestions that I have
to address the supply chain challenges involved truck and rail:
first, the provincial government
should support the truck licensing training program,” he began.
“As in many sectors there is a
great shortage of workers, and
in the trucking industry there is
a huge shortage of drivers. The
average age of current drivers
is very advanced, but the cost of
some obtaining a transport truck
licence has become very restrictive to those wishing to get into
the industry – in some cases, that
cost could exceed $15,000.
“The second piece around addressing the supply chain issue
would involve continued support
of adequate rail service. Currently in Western Canada, rail
service cannot keep up with the
feed demands of farmers trying
to import cattle and swine feed.
This demand has been vastly increased because of the very poor
crop production caused by the severe drought last summer.”
Ritsma also touched on the
limited internet connectivity in
rural parts of the province. With
his ties to education still very

much intact, he sees how difficult
it is for rural students trying to
connect for online learning.
“This undeserved necessity has
been crazy stressful for students,
parents and teachers,” he said.
“I would agree that we certainly need a large investment in the
infrastructure required for rural
(internet) needs.”
Perth-Wellington MPP Randy
Pettapiece agreed with Ritsma
and said the pandemic has only
highlighted the problem of rural
connectivity and made it an even
more pressing issue. The Ford
government’s $20 million announcement in August last year
gave hope of high-speed internet
for as many as 2,700 households
in the riding, and Pettapiece is
hoping for more.
“The province is also partnering with Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology (SWIFT)
– a non-profit broadband expansion project led by rural municipalities across Southerwestern
Ontario,” he said. “In its 2021
budget, the province committed to invest nearly $4 billion to
connect every region in Ontario
to high-speed internet by the end
of 2025. This is the largest single
investment in high-speed internet, in any province, by any government in Canadian history.”
The other two sectors that
were prominent in this part of
the report are of more interest to
Shelley Windsor, vice-president
of Windsor Hospitality Inc. It’s
been a rough two years, and that’s
being polite about it, but Windsor
said they remain cautiously optimistic that the last of the lockdowns has already passed us by
and that the hospitality sector can
find a ‘new normal’ – whatever
that happens to be.
“Just like we have throughout
the pandemic, it will always be
our goal to serve our guests and
protect our staff with the utmost
of care and safety in mind, regardless of whatever restrictions
are lifted or in place,” she said.
“We truly feel grateful and appreciative of our staff for sticking
with us and our customers, who
have been there throughout, either picking up takeout, dining in
when possible and staying overnight in our hotels.”
A popular answer when it came
to policy priorities was a reduction in certain costs, particularly
electricity. Windsor would welcome it, but damage by the pandemic has already left its scar.
“A reduction in electricity
costs, while always welcome of
course, will not be able to fully repair the financial impact of
more than two years’ worth of

pandemic closures and restrictions,” she said. “Our industry
has been hit hard and it will take
some time to reboot, recover and
rebound.”
Pettapiece added that reduced
costs like this and reducing or
simplifying business taxes are
priorities the government shares,
as well as investing in workforce
development opportunities.
Another section of the report
states that small businesses are
less confident on average than
their larger counterparts. One of
the largest ‘small’ businesses in
town is the Festival Marketplace,
which relies on other small businesses to even exist. Taking a
walk through its concourse these
days is a reminder that not everyone made it to the other side of
this economic whirlpool, but the
Marketplace remains committed
to doing what it can to help keep
their tenants going.
MJ Thomson, the Marketplace’s property manager, detailed how they helped as much
as they could when it came to
things like curbside pick-up options and making each customer’s shopping experience as easy
as possible.
“Local retail businesses saw a
significant shift in online spending during the worst of this pandemic, and those companies that
did not have an online presence
struggled with their market share
with the many closures we have
endured,” she said. “We did work
with our stores to provide curbside pick-up that was convenient
and available and encouraged
them to connect directly with
their customer base if they had
the ability to do so. We are now
finding that retailers are trying to
connect both the instore and online shopping experience to integrate the two to make the shopping experience seamless for the
customer. In our community, we
have consistently stressed the
shop local experience, and we
have found that this approach
will help all of us survive and
thrive.”
Eddie Matthews knows a lot
about the drive to have people
shop local. The Stratford and
Area Chamber of Commerce
general manager is the unofficial cheerleader for many local
businesses, and he maintains the
believe that Stratford has everything right here to succeed and
foster growth.
“The role of the Chamber has
been a voice to help support the
amazing businesses we have in
Stratford and around this area,
so why should we always be promoting or feeling that we need

to go beyond our borders when
we can be self-sufficient in this
area,” he said. “It seems to be a
Canadian thing – many downplay our own until they make it
outside our borders. Recently,
we’ve seen that feeling change
and people have discovered what
great businesses we have in this
area.”
One of the best ways things
could improve even more is
getting rid of as much red tape
as possible, Matthews said.
By doing that, he believes that
some good ideas that have been
sidelined because of bureaucracy would be allowed to better
prosper. And when it comes to
business recovery, Matthews
says we have to look at it sector
by sector to really understand
what the report is saying. When
asked, 38 percent of those businesses surveyed reported shrinking (compared to 56 per cent the
year before). The report goes on
to forecast a growth rate of 57
per cent, but Matthews says to
dig deeper.
“You have to look at different
sectors – the travel industry has
been hit so hard, but hopefully will make a dramatic comeback,” he said. “The term I heard
was ‘revenge travel’. People have
been sitting on money for over
the past two years and just want
to get away. Manufacturing has
remained strong, but could do
better, however they haven’t been
able to get enough staff to keep
up with the demand for their
product.”
A table in the report talked
about policy priorities, and reducing or simplifying business
taxes led the popular vote, with
reduced electricity costs right behind it. Matthews points out that
the third item on the list (encouraging buy/travel local) has been
done a lot, but those first two haven’t yet been addressed.
“Provincially, many targeted supports ended months ago,
and federally, they have been
greatly reduced, leaving businesses to fully absorb rising operating expenses, including rent
and electricity,” he said. “Many
businesses have suffered greatly
throughout this crisis and continue to face unprecedented cash
flow constraints and uncertainty
as the impacts of the pandemic
continue to hobble the economy.
In addition, due to travel restrictions and the prolonged closure of
the US-Canada border, tourism
has been at an all-time low, disproportionally impacting some
sectors and regions of our province. This is why the chambers
were asking the governments to

consider further grants, targeted
support programs, and other direct measures to support impacted businesses and their workers.”
With some of those travel
restrictions beginning to lift,
there is hope that ‘revenge travel’ will actually become a thing
and breathe desperately needed energy back into Stratford’s
economy. One area that has had
a better time of it is transportation, which was tied with government for the most confident
sector in the report. Virin Maharaj owns the Stratford/Woodstock Driveseat franchise and
reports the company overall has
experienced significant growth
since 2019. Where charter tours
and wedding bookings fell off,
employee, cross-country and
COVID-related transportation
calls have increased. Maharaj
said that Driveseat experienced
a 69 per cent spike in year-overyear revenue, benefitting from
companies looking for safe ways
to get their employees to work.
“As many companies looked
for safer ways to get employees
to the workplace, Driveseat provided an employee shuttle, taking as many as 450 employees
per day to single worksites,” he
said. “We also supplied mobile
vaccination units, transporting
nurses to those that couldn’t
leave their homes. It was important for our business to not
only find other streams of revenue, but to help flatten the curve
during the pandemic. Our CEO,
Brian Basely, called on all of our
franchise locations to ensure
that any service provided did
just that. Using the same vehicles, with modifications to create safety barriers, and the same
chauffeurs, we updated training
guidelines and worked with local, provincial and federal health
departments and government to
assist.”
With a new Festival season
rapidly approaching, Maharaj
said things on his front have gotten very interesting; airport and
charter tours (things like craft
beer and winery tours) have increased, and wedding bookings
are at their highest rate they’ve
seen in a decade. Stratford’s
numbers are strong. He believes
the comeback has begun.
“Our data shows the same
thing, that the tourism industry
is rebounding and consumer
confidence is high,” he said. “As
tourism continues to come back,
we will be able to support with
charter tours to wineries and
craft breweries and, of course,
airport transportation.”
CONTINUED TO PAGE 26
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Advertise your restaurant specials here!
Call 519-655-2341 or e-mail us at
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

RESTAURANT GUIDE

GETTING SOSSED: The Sossman cooketh … at a farm near you

BOB SOSS
Contributor

Oh, hello!... Good to see you
again! Are you ready for another
culinary adventure? I have some
exciting ideas and a few bits of
good news to share with y’all. So,
won’t you grab your spatulas and
aprons and join me on our next
little journey?
Let’s start off with an idea. ‘Table to Farm’. It is my little brain
child that I’d like to nurture and
let flourish along the way. Here’s
what it’s all about…A good friend
of mine, Chris Taylor from Dark
Hollow Wood Shop, is working
on a beautiful table for us. Chris
is a local wood working artist,
or craftsman, if you will, that
creates amazing pieces. Everything, from full on wood cabins,
to charcuterie boards. I had the
pleasure of visiting the Dark Hollow Wood Shop and got a handson look at the craftsmanship that
goes into such beautiful works of
art. We will be bringing this gorgeous table along with us on our
tour of a number of local farms.
The idea is to explore what’s
available right here in our own
back yards. Not only that, but we
will get to know the hard-working folks that grow the food that
feeds us all. I will take the opportunity to ask questions about
what they produce and how it’s
done. I will then, prepare a meal
for them using their ingredients,
right there, on the farm. Hence,
‘Table to Farm’. Then I will share
those recipe ideas with you! I
will also be doing a video series
that I will post a link to in each
column, so that you can follow
along. A visual overview of what
we discuss each month here. “I
am so excited, and I just can’t
hide it, I’m about to lose control
and I think I like it.”
You can hear it playing in your
head. Can’t you. You’re welcome!
Lol.

Last month, we talked about
how to stretch our grocery dollar and I gave you a simple bone
broth recipe. So, let’s take that
idea and go a little further with
it, shall we? Bone broth is a great
start to a hearty stock. Let’s ramp
things up and talk about some
different stocks and how we can
use them to make delicious soups.
Depending on the bones you are
using, whether it be chicken,
beef, pork or maybe we are not
using bones at all and we want
to make a vegan soup … what do
we use as a base for a vegan soup
you ask? Well there are a number of options, the obvious being
vegetables and that’s all fine and
good but what else can we add for
more depth and flavor? I personally love to use miso paste. What
is miso you ask? Miso is a traditional Japanese seasoning (the
term possibly originating from
Korean).
It is produced by fermenting soybeans with salt
and kōji (the fungus Aspergillus
oryzae) and sometimes rice, bar-

ley, seaweed, or other ingredients.
The result is a thick paste used for
sauces and spreads, pickling vegetables, fish, or meats, and mixing with dashi soup stock to serve
as miso soup, a Japanese culinary staple. High in protein and
rich in vitamins and minerals,
miso played an important nutritional role in feudal Japan. Miso
is still widely used in Japan, both
in traditional and modern cooking, and has been gaining worldwide interest. As mentioned it is a
great substitute for animal products in many different dishes as
it is chalk full of protein and vitamins. Kinda like milk, ‘it does a
body good.’
Butternut Squash & Curried
Bosc Pear (vegan soup)
Let’s start off buy making a
vegetable stock. What I like to do
is take ½ of my mirepoix (celery,
onions and carrots) and spread
them out on to a cookie sheet
with parchment paper. While
we’re at it, let’s add 1 large Butternut Squash seeded and peeled
and 4 quartered Bosc Pears to the

cookie sheet. Then let’s add a few
bulbs of garlic, cut in half, cut
side down and drizzle with olive
oil or Avocado oil, which ever
you prefer. Season with course
sea salt and fresh cracked pepper.
Then roast in the oven at 350400° until the edges of the vegetables start to brown. While the
vegetables are roasting, grab a
large pot, add a little oil and heat
on medium.
Now we are going to use the
other ½ of your mirepoix. First
add the onions and sweat them
off until golden and opalescent.
Then add the carrots and celery.
We can season here as well with
course sea salt, fresh cracked pepper, fresh rosemary, fresh thyme
and fresh or dried Bay leaves.
Don’t go to crazy with the salt,
you can always add more later.
Now we can add our miso paste
-- 2 good heaping tablespoons
should do the trick. You can find
Miso paste at most grocery stores
now a days.
Now you’re going to add the
roasted vegetables to the pot and
here is where you want to add
a tablespoon of curry powder.
There are many different types of
curry powders out there. I prefer
either an Indian or Chinese style
curry. Don’t be afraid to experiment with different flavors. Use
what you love.
Now all that is left is to add
water. Fill the pot about 3/4, leaving room for a simmer. Once

the vegetables are good and tender it’s ready for the immersion
blender. Wizz it up until silky
smooth. Plate, garnish with your
favorite garnish (I love pita sliced
thin then deep fried and Micro
greens) and serve.
Thanks for spending your time
with me and I hope to see you next
month. And if you are a farmer in
the Huron or Perth County area
and would like to be featured and
be a part of this interactive journey please contact me at campbells.catering.1978@gmail.com
or give me a call (647)702-3358.
I’d like to thank Chris Taylor @
darkhollowwoodshop for having us and doing some amazing
work on our table. Check him out
on Facebook and Instagram or at
darkhollow.ca. And if you scan
the provided QR code, you can
check out the video for Episode 1
of ‘Table To Farm’.
Stay groovy.
Your man,
Bob Soss
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Little Prince, Big Record

Downtown cinema shines bright with Guinness recognition

Stratford Times Correspondent

It’s official -- Stratford is home
to the world’s smallest movie theatre!
The Little Prince Micro-Cinema has been officially designated as the Smallest Purpose-Built
Cinema in the world by the Guinness Book of World Records.
Located at 62 Wellington Street
in Stratford, this quaint and beautiful location offers a rare experience and unique venue to host
small-group parties and events.
The cinema boasts itself as an
‘old timey lounge, sweet shoppe,
and intimate event space’ with the
goal of enriching the community
by providing a unique arts programming experience through
it’s thirteen seat ‘micro cinema’.
The process of aspiring to become a Guinness World Record
holder came about in 2020 after
the location was created and designed in 2019 by founder Leigh
Cooney alongside Carla Coles.
Cooney is an Irish-born Canadian
who is a self-taught artist, social
entrepreneur, and father whereas
Coles is an award-winning multidisciplinary artist, poet, and
screenwriter. Together, with the
help of friends, family, artists and
filmmakers, their vision to create and design The Little Prince
Cine-Lounge became a realiza-

tion. And what a realization it is!
The cinema offers a concession
stand featuring popcorn, cotton
candy, non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages as they are licensed
by the AGCO. When the pandemic began, Little Prince began
offering its homemade delicacies
to the community who were very
much staying home via delivery
and curbside pick up. This turned
into a saving grace for the business and became so popular they
continue to make, deliver and ship
their gourmet popcorn alongside
over 60 flavours of cotton candy.
Let me say, when you see the wall
of colourful cotton candy and
gourmet popcorn, you’ll be mesmerized. Then, a little perplexed
at how you can possibly decide
on just one flavour out of the vast
array of options (hint: you don’t
have to pick just one!) I was lucky
enough to pop in for a visit and
settled on the ‘Fluff Mix’ option
of cotton candy which offers a
mix of about 5 different flavours
– each a delight to the senses
and tastebuds! I was also lucky
enough to leave with a treat bag
filled with theatre-style popcorn
(yum) and the best caramel corn I
have ever tasted. My husband had
a difficult time sharing.
The premise behind the theatre
is that it allows you and a group
of twelve in your party to book
the theatre for a private view-

Election rules, events on
Council’s agenda

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

If the next City government is
comprised of less than 75 percent
of the Council’s current membership, certain restrictions will
be instituted on what the current
legislative body can do before the
new Council takes office.
Current municipal politicians
were briefed during the February 28th meeting about how their
powers would be limited by a
Restricted Acts period this year.
This will only take effect if fewer
than nine current Councillors are
to return for the 2022-2026 term.
The two dates that can trigger a
Restricted Acts period are nomination day on August 19th, or voting day on October 24th.
If a Restricted Acts period is
triggered, the current Council
would be precluded from appointing or removing any officer
of the City, hiring or dismissing
any employee of the City, disposing of any real or personal property of the City with a value over
$50,000, and incurring any ex-

penditures or liabilities exceeding
$50,000. These restrictions don’t
apply to dispositions or liabilities
included in the most recently approved budget by Council before
nomination day in the 2022 Municipal Election, nor does it prevent Council from taking any action in the event of an emergency.
Also on the Council’s agenda
was to give an event of municipal
significance designation to the
Stratford Live Music and Food.
This designation will help the
event organizers obtain necessary
liquor licenses from the Alcohol
and Gaming Commission of Ontario. The Stratford Live Music
and Food event, formerly known
as Stratford Blues and Rib Fest,
is scheduled to take place in the
York Street parking lot and on
Veterans Drive from June 17th to
19th.
The Council also gave a final
stamp of approval to the Stratford Winter Pride - Love Is Love
event. Councillors voted unanimously to proclaim the weekend
of March 18th to 21st as Stratford
Winter Pride Weekend.

ing experience where you can
select from an ever-growing list
of featured films in the theatre’s
eclectic catalogue. Can’t find the
film you are looking for? Not a
problem, just ask them as they
are constantly updating their
list. This can also be an intimate
booking for just you and a few
of your nearest and dearest. The
possibilities are endless: birthday parties, micro-weddings, live
events, corporate events, gaming nights, special screenings...
whatever you are celebrating, the
venue is designed to be versatile
and can be customized to your
needs, just simply ask the staff.
For example, for birthday parties you can select from two
packages and from four time
slots and both include unlimited
popcorn and soft drinks, access
to both the lounge and cinema,
your own personal concession
staff member and 10% off all other concession candy. Your private
screening can include a personalized on-screen birthday message
and if you are bringing your own
cake or pizza: tableware and seating. There are also opportunities
to have your event catered by
the array of local neighbouring
restaurants.
Micro-weddings are becoming
increasingly popular affairs and
the theatre can host groups of
thirteen for rehearsal dinners, en-

gagement parties, bachelorettes
and more. They also offer and inhouse wedding officiant! As their
website suggests, “It sure beats
City Hall!’
Looking for a cool place to host
your next corporate event? The
Little Prince offers opportunities
to host presentations, speaking
engagements, Christmas parties,
Ted Talks and more.
Special Screenings can include
a family movie night, dinner and a
movie date, social justice groups,
stand-up comedy specials, film
premieres, anniversaries with a
fully stocked concession just for
you. This is sure to be a memorable experience for all.
Another intriguing package
is the gaming nights, where you
can select from over 2000 vintage
games to play alongside thirteen
of your friends while munching
on delicious concession snacks
and even try out their custom
built Victorian inspired ‘Ludwig
2600’ retro arcade machine -- it
is something to behold.
For live events, the theatre
boasts a tiny stage perfect for
hosting intimate performances
where you can seat or stand 2025 people. They can host solo
musicians, record release parties,
stand-up comedy acts, speaking engagements, jazz evenings,
DJs and much more. These are
accommodating folks! Keep in

mind they offer a limited selection of beer, wine, and spirits for
these occasions.
The theatre also offers advertising for your small business or organization. A unique way to tell
others about what you do, offered
in two package options to be displayed on screen into a 10-second
loop to be displayed for an entire
month. The cost comes to as little
as $8 per screening to show your
ad.
As if they didn’t offer enough,
the theatre also creates their own
house made giftware such as
Tarantino inspired Jack Rabbit
Slims’ mugs, Casablanca replica
movie poster, an Overlook Hotel
‘souvenir mug’ from the Shining,
and more.
With so much possibility being
offered in such an enchanting
location, talk about The Little
Prince has been buzzing with
popularity, especially since their
new designation from Guinness.
This place is definitely a must
visit attraction in Stratford and
sure to continue gaining in popularity.
To book your event or to order homemade popcorn and
candy, visit their website
www.thelittleprincecinema.com
or find them on Facebook at
The Little Prince Micro-Cinema & Lounge or Instagram
@thelittleprincecinema.

...Economic report

Continued from page 24
There is much in the report that won’t make
it into the pages of this newspaper, but Claudia Dessanti – the one who authored the report
– indicated that much of what was included
shows that Ontario is headed back in a positive
direction, however slowly that may be. Things
like the renewed optimism of a strong tourism
bounce-back year have many people excited,
and she believes we as a society have adapted
enough to be able to push ahead regardless of
the roadblocks that appear.
Specifically, a section of the report that
details the labour market forecast for Stratford-Bruce Peninsula as ‘being favourable’ includes the line, “…as well as expectations for
a strong rebound in the region’s tourism industry”. Dessanti said she couldn’t speak to the
specific assumptions that BMO used in their
forecasting models, current trends indicate
this could very well be accurate.
“Warmer weather will allow for more outdoor activities, and with testing kits becoming
more widely available and with tourism anticipated to pick up once again, we can safely assume that employment will see strong
rebounds for the Stratford-Bruce Peninsula
given the importance of the tourism industry to the region’s economy,” she said. “The
unemployment rate may be higher or lower
than forecasted in light of ongoing risks and

uncertainties around supply chain issues, labour shortages, and inflation. Immigration is
expected to improve in the year ahead, which
will help grow the labour pool, but it will be
important for the region to continue prioritizing access to and retention of talent to address
job vacancies. And now that we are more than
two years into the pandemic, many businesses
have learned to adapt to the ongoing pandemic, finding new and innovative ways to operate
and market their goods and services. This remains to be a source of optimism for Ontario
for 2022 and beyond.”
The report closes by listing three things:
the need for more predictability, the need for
a pro-growth strategy for economic recovery,
and the threats posed by economic disparity.
Using a local lens to assess these, Matthews
was very blunt in his response.
“The predictability is the wild card – governments have never had to deal with something
like this, which is why as current and future
variants continue to hamper economic activity, we hope the Government of Ontario will
work to reduce uncertainty for business by
developing a consistent plan that outlines how
the province intends to respond to any possible future stages of the pandemic and support
those impacted by public health measures,” he
said. “Clarity and consistency are important
for business confidence and continuity.”
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Love Is Love set to debut
in Stratford

SouthWestern Ontario is getting ready
to kick off its mid-winter COVID blues
with the inaugural LGBTQ Stratford
Winter Pride – Love Is Love celebration
on March 18-21.
Host hotel, The Queen’s Inn, in the
heart of downtown Stratford, is the centre
of activities that include a Friday evening
welcome reception; a Saturday dinner and
comedy show featuring Gay AF. Hosted
and produced by award-winning comic
Robert Watson, Gay AF is unapologetically gay and unapologetic funny; a Sunday
brunch drag show produced by TroyBoy
Entertainment, the top drag show producer west of Toronto; free all-weekend dropin centre with snacks and non-alcoholic
drinks, sponsored by Partners In Employment; and Fanfare Books will host a window display of books with queer subjects
or by queer authors.
“It’s important to us that we have activities that welcome LGBQ+ people of
all incomes,” said Bruce Duncan Skeaff,
President of the Stratford Pride Community Centre & Pride Guide, the weekend’s
organizing group.
“It was also important to us to remember there are queer people living all over
SouthWest Ontario and social isolation
can be keenly felt at this time of the year.
That’s why we’re offering all-inclusive
overnight packages at our host hotel.
“Whether from Grand Bend or Goderich, Kincardine or Kitchener, Listowel

or Lucan, people can arrive, park the car
and just have fun for the weekend amongst
people like themselves,” said Skeaff.
The best deal is the Gold package that
gives those attending their third hotel
night free.
Several off-site bed and breakfasts and
inns in Stratford are also offering Winter
Pride packages.
Overnight packages are on sale now.
Single event tickets go on sale February
18.
“If you’re coming from the GTA, check
out train service to Stratford. Take a late
Friday afternoon VIA or GO train and
head home on the Monday morning service. VIA also offers weekend trains.”
The weekend’s schedule also leaves lots
of time to wander out and enjoy Stratford’s
shopping and restaurants.
Support for Winter Pride – Love Is Love
includes a $4,000 grant from TD Bank
Group, the largest corporate sponsorship
of any pride activity ever in Stratford.
"At TD, we are committed to helping build strong, inclusive communities,
where everyone has the opportunity to
feel connected, respected and confident
in what the future holds for them. We
are proud to partner with Stratford Pride
Community Centre & Pride Guide for the
2022 Love is Love celebration and join in
their work towards a more inclusive tomorrow." Nancy Bisogno, District Leader,
TD Bank Group.

COMING EVENTS
STRATFORD WARRIORS
March 11, 13, 18, 25;
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford Warriors
FRIDAY LUNCHES
Every Friday; 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 151 Lorne Ave. E.,
Stratford
Everyone is welcome. Take out available.
$11/meal.
STRATFORD FIGHTING IRISH
March 12, 19, 26*; 4:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford Fighting
Irish. *If necessary.
TOYS, GAMES & COLLECTIBLES
SHOW
Sunday, March 13, 2022; 9:30 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.
Festival Inn, 1144 Ontario St., Stratford
Enjoy 40+ tables full of Transformers, G.I.
Joe, Board and Video Games, Funko Pops,
Hot Wheels, YuGiOh Cards, and so much
more! Admission is $2 per person, children
12 and under free.
BENEFIT HOCKEY GAME
Saturday, March 19, 2022; 8:00 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, Stratford
Wendel Clark, Rick Vaive, Gary Leeman
and more will face off against The Stratford
Professional Firefighter Association in

support of Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth.
GARDEN STRATFORD MEETING
- “NATIVE TREES AND SHRUBS
FOR URBAN GARDENS AND
LANDSCAPES”
Monday, March 28, 2022; 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 151 Lorne Ave. E.,
Stratford
Open to Everyone; free admission. Subject
to change to Zoom due to Covid-19 - any
changes will be announced on Garden
Stratford Facebook. The meeting will begin
with a Master Gardener Chat: “Much
Ado About Mulch”, led by Nancy Burnett.
Speaker Presentation: “Native Trees and
Shrubs for Urban Gardens and Landscapes”,
by Sean Fox. Sean is Manager of Horticulture
and Curator of Collections & Conservation
at the University of Guelph Arboretum.
He is also the in-house Botanist & Seed
Acquisition Specialist for Verbinnen’s
Nursery; one of Ontario largest growers of
native plants. Interested in joining Garden
Stratford? Go to Membership at www.
gardenstratford.org
SPRING INTO SPRING NIGHT
MARKET
Thursday, April 7, 2022; 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Stratford Country Club, 53 Romeo St.,
Stratford
Come and Shop from 40 talented hand
crafted vendors.
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Cimolino, Gaffney to remain
with Festival leadership

Artistic Director Antoni Cimolino and
Executive Director Anita Gaffney have
agreed to stay on as the Stratford Festival’s
leadership team at the request of the Board
of Governors.
“The Stratford Festival’s success is built
on talent,” says Carol Stephenson, Chair
of the Board of Governors. “It is because
of the talent and expertise of Antoni Cimolino and Anita Gaffney that the Festival has emerged from the past two years
as soundly as it has. But their success must
be lauded beyond this most immediate crisis. This exceptional leadership team has
delivered season after season of spectacular artistry hand in hand with significant
surpluses. They have encouraged growth
and innovation, introducing the Forum,
expanding the development of new work,
and taking digital theatre production to
new heights. While the pandemic stopped
their planned trajectory, it did not stop the
vitality of their work. We as a Board are
extremely grateful for the resourcefulness
with which they faced what often felt like
insurmountable challenges to create a soft
landing for this most important cultural
institution.”
Cimolino has agreed to stay until the end
of 2026, a two-year extension, and Gaffney to the end of 2027. They will develop
a new five-year strategic plan, examining
major needs – including capital projects
and the growth of the Endowment for the
support of future creative work – as well as
artist development and training; EDI and
culture change; new play development;
national and international reputation and
connections; digital innovation; and audience growth, including the crucial development of more diverse attendance.
The pandemic had a major impact on the
Festival, its artists and its staff, causing
a significant deficit in 2020. In 2021, Cimolino and Gaffney programmed a largely outdoor season of six plays and five
cabarets, with parallel digital offerings.
While delivering shorter contracts and a
fraction of the typical annual attendance
of 500,000, the season was able to bring
short-term employment to almost 900
artists and arts workers and an influx of
34,000 visitors to the city of Stratford at a
time when tourism dollars were urgently
needed.
The past two years also highlighted the
need for greater efforts to be made to confront issues of racism, equity, diversity
and inclusion and provided an opportunity to begin to put in place measures for
meaningful culture change. To date, these
measures have included adding diversified
artistic voices to the Director’s Office, artistic training and new play development
department; the diversification of the playbill; the creation of an Equity, Diversity
and Inclusion (EDI) department; the establishment of an Anti-Racism Committee; and the introduction of Pre-Rehearsal
Orientation days, based upon the ARC’s
recommendations.
The vast majority of opportunities for
creative growth and development were

hampered over the past two years, while
the Festival focused on creating innovative solutions for day-to-day operations
and for dealing with the constant spectre
of pandemic resurgence. Creative work
continued through digital projects, Zoom
workshops and the outdoor season, but
larger projects and longer term goals had
to be set aside.
“The only way that we are all going to
feel inspired, energized and able to rebuild
in a better way is to look to the horizon
and set ourselves very ambitious goals,”
says Cimolino. “By putting together aspirational goals for the future of Stratford,
building on excellence, we will come out
of this.”
“The next five years won’t be easy,” says
Gaffney, “but we are up for the challenge
the Board has asked us to take on and
grateful for the opportunity to secure the
future of the theatre that means so much
to us. Even at the lowest points of the past
two years, I was able to look at the spectacular new Tom Patterson Theatre and
be reminded of the enduring power of the
Stratford Festival. It will be energizing to
be able to plan for the future again.”
When Cimolino and Gaffney took the
helm in 2013, the Festival had a $3.4-million deficit. Within five years they had
delivered enough surpluses to eliminate
it and bring attendance back over the
500,000 mark. The success stemmed from
the rich variety of programming on stage,
as well as from the newly introduced Forum, which further engaged theatregoers.
Simultaneously Cimolino and Gaffney
launched an initiative to vastly expand the
Festival’s digital offerings. This Stratford
Festival On Film project proved enormously fortuitous with the onslaught of
the pandemic. Weekly YouTube viewing
parties entertained millions of fans new
and old around the world. Their success
spawned a further expansion of digital
production and the launch of the Stratfest@Home subscription platform, which
offers subscribers rich arts content from
the Stratford Festival and other Canadian
arts organizations.
As their crowning achievement, the
pair undertook the most ambitious project
since the Festival’s founding: the building of the new Tom Patterson Theatre and
its $100-million campaign, which was
supported by the Board, the federal and
provincial governments and thousands of
donors. The new theatre, which will open
officially this season, has already been
recognized with international architecture
awards and promises to be the best theatre
room in North America.
“The coming years are about more than
stability,” says Cimolino. “They are about
leaving behind the difficulties of the past
two years and setting our sights on vibrant
growth. What we have been through has
been earthshaking, and only by focusing
on the long term can we guarantee a strong
foundation that will enable future artistic
directors the flexibility and the strength to
continue to evolve the Stratford Festival.”
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OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A great place to connect with
Indigenous culture

PAUL KNOWLES
Contributor

When it comes to understanding the culture and issues of
Canada’s Indigenous peoples,
most of us have a lot to learn. As
a self-confessed old white guy
– a beneficiary of an incredible
amount of privilege – I am trying
to make that effort.
That means, for me, reading
a lot – like Wab Kinew’s riveting memoire, “The Reason You
Walk”. It means talking to Indigenous people, including the folks
at the Shingwauk Residential
Schools Centre at Algoma University, which I wrote about in
an earlier column.
And most recently, it meant
an intriguing afternoon at
Mādahòkì Farm, outside Ottawa, where my education continued at warp speed.
I got to share a bowl of bison
chili with Mādahòkì founder
Trina Mather-Simard – and I
learned. I had a long conversation with the amazing Anishinabe artist Rhonda Snow – and
I learned. I saw Ojibwe spirit
horses – and I learned. I watched
native dancers – and when I
later congratulated one on his
“costume,” I quickly learned the

Anishinabe artist Rhonda Snow, with one of her amazing paintings of Ojibwe Spirit Horses.

right word – “regalia.”
Mādahòkì – which means “to
share the land” – is intended to
be a safe space where Indigenous
communities can reconnect with

the land through both healing
and wellness programs and social enterprise opportunities.
And it is an ideal space for those
of us with everything to learn to

Four of the farm's endangered Objibwe Spirit Horses.

An Indigenous dancer on stage at Mādahòkì Farm.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

connect with Indigenous culture,
because it is also the year-round
home to an Indigenous Marketplace which promotes products
made by Indigenous artisans,
open five days a week. The Farm
is also permanent home of five
endangered Ojibwe Spirit Horses; the story of these hardy animals is a book unto itself. The
Farm also welcomes group tours.
As well, the Farm is the new
home of four Indigenous Festivals celebrating the seasons:
Sïgwan (Spring), Tagwàgi (Autumn), Pibòn (Winter) and an
annual Summer Solstice Indigenous Festival. For visitors, these
festivals offer the optimum opportunity to experience the best
in entertainment – and important teachings – that Mādahòkì
has to offer. The Spring Festival
is coming up soon – March 2527, and includes dance, an art
workshop, hand drumming, Indigenous performances, horsedrawn wagon rides, and Ojibwe
Spirit Horse stories, by Rhonda
Snow.
Rhonda is an amazing artist,
and a person completely dedicated to the welfare of these
fascinating, endangered horses. There are five Spirit Horses
at Mādahòkì, and Rhonda also
cares for her own horses at her
home in northwestern Ontario.
She tells their story to any and
all who will listen – “telling” in
words, but even more powerfully, showing, in her dramatic

paintings, all of which incorporate the Spirit Horses.
Art is a deeply spiritual exercise for Rhonda – she told
me that she never paints an image until it has come to her in a
dream.
There is a delicious irony to
this new, Indigenous enterprise.
As of last October, the 164-acre
farm was leased to Mather-Simard and her organization, by
the National Capital Commission, for a 25-year term. But earlier in its history, the farm was
a dude-ranch resort, dubbed the
“Lone Star Ranch”, and used for
corporate training events and
other activities. The place has
come a long way from the stereotypes of a dude ranch. And
by the way, the address is located at 4420 W Hunt Club Road,
Nepean, but don’t rely on your
GSP – the place is so new, it
probably doesn’t exist on your
device. And the entrance looks,
not surprisingly, remarkably like
a farm lane.
Opening Mādahòkì Farm was
a quick and courageous decision by Trina Mather-Simard,
an energetic Ojibwe whose resumé includes experience as an
entrepreneur, events presenter,
and social enterprise operator.
She organized the summer solstice festival on another site until
this year, but when she became
aware of the availability of the
farm – just last August – she saw
an opportunity she could not refuse. It is a perfect site for festivals, marketing, and shared land,
as well as a home for the Spirit Horses, for which she shares
Rhonda Snow’s passion.
She’s actually passionate about
a lot of things, from horses to
art to cuisine. She points to a
lack of opportunity for Indigenous chefs to learn their trade,
at least partially because of the
lack of land on which to grow
ingredients essential to Indigenous cuisine. Mādahòkì Farm
begins to answer that need – and
my sampling of bison chili, bannock, and cedar wildberry chai
tea suggests that things are going
very well, thank you.
After my afternoon at
Mādahòkì Farm, am I an expert on all things Indigenous?
Of course not. But I know more
than I did, I enjoyed the visit
enormously, and I highly recommend Mādahòkì Farm to everyone visiting the Ottawa area.
Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.
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Riddles

Pet of the
Month

Why couldn't the dinosaur play games on
the computer?
Because he ate the mouse.
Why is the letter B so cool?
Because it is in between A C

SKITTLES

Why doesn't the sun go to college?
Because it has a million degrees
What bird is always sad?
A blue-bird.
What's black and white and can climb
trees?
A panda.
Why did the toilet paper want to roll
down the hill?
To get to the bottom.
What do you call fish with no eyes?
Fsh.
Why was the calculator sad?
Because it had too many problems to solve
What do you call an alligator in a vest?
An investigator
What do you call a donkey with 3 legs?
A wonkey.

Sudoku
5

23

8
3

8
7

3
9

3
8

1

1

9

7

2

6

Solutions on page 31

9
4

Word Search
UKRAINIAN CITIES

Kyiv
Kharkiv
Odesa
Donetsk
Zaporizhzhia
Lviv

7

Kryvyi Rih
Mykolaiv

8

Sevastapol
Mariupol
Luhansk

3
6

This is Skittles! He had an abscess
removal on his left side, so he may
look a little funny. Don't worry, though.
He has recovered wonderfully! He eats
a significant amount of hay and loves
strawberries as an occasional treat.
You will typically find him flopped next
to his cardboard box! If you're looking
for a new bunny companion for you,
please fill out an application at
https://kwsphumane.ca/adopt/process.

Dnipro

Sudoku

4

29

Chernihiv

9

Kherson
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CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750

Stratford Times

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

GERBER, Walter John
October 12, 1934 – February 25, 2022
With his children by his
side, Walter Gerber went
home to be with his Lord
and Saviour, at Stratford
General Hospital, in his
88th year, following a brief
illness. He was married to
Myrna Gerber (nee Honsaker) for 63 years. Born
on the family farm near
Shakespeare to Aaron and Mary Ann (Ruby) Gerber, he lived there for a good portion of his life.
Together, Walter and Myrna raised three children
Kerry (Aldena), Sherry, and Jeffrey (Julie). He
was grandfather to five grandchildren, Lauren
(Brent Weyers), Nicole, Brookelynn, Katherine and
Jackson.

WANTED

SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS –
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands.
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

HELP WANTED

We are currently accepting
applications/resumes for:

HELP WANTED

LABOURERS
Come join our team. We offer competitive
wages and an extensive benefit package.
Please submit resume to:
Fraser Asphalt Paving Inc.
P.O. Box 21178
3421 Perth Road 113
Stratford, ON N5A 7V4

NOW

HIRING

Full Time & Part Time Positions

(May also fax or e-mail)

519-271-1842 (fax)
Email: denise@fraserpaving.ca

519-271-5690

We are currently accepting
applications/resumes for:
GRADER OPERATOR
Come join our team. We offer competitive
wages and an extensive benefit package.
Experience preferred but willing to train.

(May also fax or e-mail)

519-271-1842 (fax)
Email: denise@fraserpaving.ca

519-271-5690

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
TO STAY UPDATED
Facebook.com/StratfordTimesNewspaper
Twitter.com/Stratford_Times
Instagram.com/Stratford_Times

He will be missed by his sister Ruth (David) Steinmann and sister-in-law Erma Kipfer. He was
predeceased by brothers and sisters (and spouses), Delford (Ethel) Gerber, Emmalene (Bill) Bell,
Laverne Kipfer, and Eileen (Norm) Wettlaufer. He
will also be missed by sister-in-law Janet (Don)
Myers, and was predeceased by brothers and sisters-in-law Betty (Ray) Ruby, David (Shirley) Honsaker, and Edwin (Fran) Honsaker. Also missed by
his many nieces and nephews.
Walter was a farmer and a truck driver. He owned
Gerber Transport with his brother Delford, and he
later drove truck for Koch Transport for 25 years,
until his retirement in 1996. He loved his family and his Lord. He enjoyed his retirement years
with enthusiasm, staying at the trailer, traveling
extensively with Myrna, volunteering, meeting
weekly with the Bethel Men’s Prayer Group, visiting with friends and actively engaging with those
around him on the issues of the day.

STRATFORD TIMES
Metal Components Inc.

Competitive rates! Shift premiums, free uniform
service, Full-time Benefits • health, dental, vision,
paramedical benefits, footwear allowance!
Starting rates well above Ontario’s “living wage”.

Please submit resume to:
Fraser Asphalt Paving Inc.
P.O. Box 21178
3421 Perth Road 113
Stratford, ON N5A 7V4

OBITUARY

JOIN OUR TEAM

www.amkad.com | 519-655-2911

537108 County Road 34, Tavistock, ON
Apply with resume to: alisaw@amkad.com

STRATFORD
TIMES

Contribute to your local
community newspaper!
Send articles, sports
or event recaps, and
photos to
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Visitation occurred at Bethel Pentecostal Church
in Stratford on Thursday, March 3 and Friday
March 4 with the funeral that followed. Cremation
has taken place. No reception followed the service.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy can be
made in the form of donations to Bethel Pentecostal Church https://www.bethelstratford.org/give or
the Stratford House of Blessing https://www.shob.
org/donation-form . Obituary can be viewed at
https://www.tricitycremations.com/obituaries

RUN YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD HERE!

JUST $10 + HST
PER EDITION
Contact:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com
or call 519-655-2341
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

HEALTH SERVICES

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Sudoku

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737
office@fammeandco.on.ca

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

ACCOUNTING

HOME APPLIANCES
519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

519-273-4145

305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

WWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA

ADVERTISING

Creative

MOORE

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511
dr.philsammut@gmail.com

CAREGIVERS

Id: 97430
APPLIANCES • PARTS

Level:
Easy
237 Huron
Road,

Sebringville
519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.com

Set Numbers: 23

Caregiver Coaching
Caregiver Consulting
Patient Advocacy
Health Navigation

www.phelansplace.com

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

CONSTRUCTION

HUMANE SOCIETY

STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600
kwsphumane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

INVESTMENTS

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5
519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Tyler Graham, CIM

Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

4

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

www.fraserpaving.ca

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching

ORTHOTICS5

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford,
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

8

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

3

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA

CINDY DAY
YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

EYE CARE
We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs!

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON
N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR AS
LOW AS $9 PER
ISSUE!
Contact:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or
call 519-655-2341

Eye Exams
Glasses
Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

SHORES
519-273-2003

Fencing
& Decks

519-273-2003

info@allshoresfd.ca

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM
WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

8

1

TRAVEL
6

3

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

6

9

7

2

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com
agent@stonetowntravel.com
ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS
LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or
call 519-655-2341

QUIZ ANSWERS

www.vanceafinancial.com

MORTGAGES

Michelle Webber

RESTAURANT

1) 118
2) 12
3) Is this the real life? Is
this just fantasy?
4) West Virginia
5) C-3PO
6) George III
7) Bouvier
8) Kentucky
9) Chicago
10) Sylvester Stallone

Solution
SUDOKU

MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca
Cell: 519-301-5155

FENCING / DECKS
ALL

3

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

$16.50
519-393-8726

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

9
4

Contact:

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

AUTOMOTIVE

9

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA

ELECTRICIAN

(226) 779-3206
www.electricandcompany.ca

3
REAL ESTATE

By Leanne

WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

Direct

tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

www.stratfordlawyers.com

REAL ESTATE

519-271-5690

stratfordnissan.com

7519-274-1120
1

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5

INVESTMENTS

Call Scott or Denise
for a free quote for 2022

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5
519-273-3119

Toni McLean Sales Representative

6 Wellington St.
519-271-6770

REAL ESTATE
196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
www.franklinehinz.com

8

LEGAL SERVICES

PHOTOGRAPHY

AUTOMOTIVE
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BERGER
PLUMBING

Stratford Times

Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all
your plumbing, heating and excavation needs!
Fully licensed and insured plumbers and
gas fitters on staff.

519-274-0160

KEEP OUR NUMBER HANDY!
• Sand , Soil, Gravel, Stone Delivery
• Bins for Roofing, Landscape Projects
• Excavator Service Available

BIG OR SMALL | WE HAUL IT ALL!

BERGER
BINS

Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

