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Meg Feore lines up a shot during her WOSSA semi-finals doubles match at the Stratford Tennis Club last month. Feore and her partner, Ava McMillan, went on to capture the WOSSA
title before bringing home silver from OFSAA in Toronto. Turn to Page 19 for a feature on the team and what to expect from them in Year 2 of their tennis pairing.

Canada Day parade a no-go after Kinsmen drop support
Service group, city at odds over adjusted parade route

MATT HARRIS & SPENCER SEYMOUR
Times Editorial Staff

The City of Stratford and the Kinsmen
Club of Stratford have gotten nowhere in
their dispute over an approved parade route
for the Canada Day parade and, as a result,
the Kinsmen have pulled their support of
the event.
Originally, the City opted to change the
parade route during a meeting last month
when they cited a desire not to include any

Connecting Link routes along the parade
route. Then, at a special council meeting
held on Monday, June 6, Stratford councillors opted not to reconsider their earlier
decision and maintain their plan to have the
Canada Day parade use only local streets,
and that no future parades be permitted on
Connecting Link roads – including Huron
Street, Ontario Street and Erie Street, with
the exception of allowing Remembrance
Day services to use that area.
In order for the vote to reconsider their

earlier motion, Council would have needed
a two-thirds majority of the whole council
to approve. Councillors Cody Sebben and
Jo-Dee Burbach were absent from the vote,
while Councillors Kathy Vassilakos and
Danielle Ingram voted in opposition.
The decision to not revisit this issue led
to the Kinsmen informing the City they
would no longer be backing the Canada
Day parade. Kinsmen member Bob Malcolmson said he wasn’t surprised by the
decision made by council but did express

his frustration and disappointment with it.
“The unfortunate thing about this was
that the motion to reconsider needed to
pass just so they (council) could open up
discussion about it again – I knew as soon
as Councillors Vassilakos and Ingram voted against the motion that things were dead
in the water,” he said. “The best (alternate)
route that was proposed by the Kinsmen
was never discussed , so as far as we are
concerned the Canada Day parade is done.”
CONTINUED TO PAGE 15
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Feeding fowl runs afoul of City directive

EMILY STEWART

Stratford asks to avoid feeding birds, water fowl amid spring bird flu

Stratford Times Correspondent

The City of Stratford is asking residents and tourists
to not feed the local geese, ducks, and swans due to a
presence of avian influenza (H5N1) in the spring.
A city press release from May 20 announced that
one of Stratford’s young swans passed away and died
from avian influzenza, also known as bird flu. Several
turkey vultures across the Avon River and a bald eagle in St. Marys also died from the disease.
Quinn Mallott, Stratford’s manager of parks, forestry, and cemetery, said that so far, no other birds
have died from the bird flu. Because of the outbreak,
however, feeding the water fowl is discouraged, as the
birds will gather together if they are fed by humans.
“That's what we're trying to eliminate. Just in case
one of the birds do have a flu. We just don't want the
ease of transmission or a gathering to spread this
transmission,” Mallott said.
The city also asked merchants to stop selling swan
food this year to reduce spread.
"We may look at this as an ongoing thing, but at
least for this year if they could stop,” Mallott said. “It
doesn't look good if they're selling the food at downtown merchants or facilities that are rented out by the

city, and we're asking people not to feed the water
fowl.”
If a bird is found dead on a private property, contact
the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative’s Ontario
regional centre immediately at (866) 673-4781 or the
Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) via the Stratford Perth Humane Society at (519) 273-6600. Any dead swans or city birds
should be reported to the City of Stratford at (519)
271-0250, ext. 246 or the Stratford Police Service’s
non-emergency after hours line at (519) 271-4141.
Anyone who finds a dead, injured, or sick bird should
not touch them. Those with bird feeders should also
wash the feeders weekly with a diluted bleach solution
then rinsing and drying completely before using.
Residents and tourists should also watch for bird
flu signs in birds such as coughing, sneezing, gasping
for air, diarrhea, swelling around the eyes, head, and
neck, confusion, and poor coordination.
Along with signs reminding people to not feed the
birds, city staff are also telling people in-person if
they see it happen. Particularly, if someone is dumping a large bag of food out to feed the birds.
“We're finding people are obliging. We're not seeing a lot of heavy feeding as we have in the past,”
Mallot said.

New Tom Patterson Theatre claims Governor General’s
Medal in Architecture
Hariri Pontarini Architects has won the sign of the new Tom Patterson Theatre.

top Canadian honour, the Governor General’s Medal in Architecture, for the de-
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and the Canada Council for the Arts said:
“The re-imagined Tom Patterson Theatre
at the Stratford Festival advances the art
and possibility of performance with a
building designed to attract, engage and
connect. Its organic shape, inspired by
the flow of the adjacent river, blends into
the riverside garden landscape and dissolves the line between indoors and out.
Spacious, light-filled public rooms create
set-pieces for encounter that complement
the auditorium’s intimate enclosure. Finely crafted in sustainable and natural materials, this theatre embodies the spirit of the
festival to celebrate the arts and promote a
vital connection with community.”   
Describing the facility as “an exceptional cultural building,” the jury lauded
the Tom Patterson Theatre, saying: “The
nature of materials, organic forms and
textures promotes sensory perception and
contributes to the appreciation of the arts.
The elegant assembly creates a calm and
inspiring atmosphere inside and outside
the enclosure.”
Designed by Siamak Hariri, the Tom
Patterson Theatre was near completion
just as the world shut down in 2020. It

(ANN BAGGLEY PHOTO)

sat, like a sleeping beauty, until May 10
of this year, when a ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opened the building to the
public. This past Saturday, June 4, saw the
building gloriously animated with the gala
opening of Richard III, directed by Artistic Director Antoni Cimolino, who, having
championed the project, had to wait an additional two years to mount a production
in the space.
“The Tom Patterson Theatre provides
actors, directors and designers not only
with the most perfect canvas but also
with every instrument their imaginations
might call upon to make a masterpiece.
This unique elongated thrust stage is surrounded by an auditorium that is beautifully functional for audiences. The theatre is in turn enveloped by public spaces
which create outstanding opportunities
for events and joyful interaction. And the
welcoming, open facade is irresistibly
nestled in a garden along the Avon River,”
Cimolino said. “We thank Siamak Hariri
and his team for this gift which will benefit theatre artists and audiences for generations to come.”
CONTINUED TO PAGE 13
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John Nater Introduces Food Day in Canada Act
John Nater, Member of Parliament for Perth - Wellington introduced Bill S-227, an act to establish Food Day in
Canada in the House of Commons recently.
If passed, the bill will establish that the Saturday before
the first Monday in August will be known as “Food Day
in Canada”. In most provinces this would therefore fall on
the August holiday weekend.
Food Day has been informally recognized in rural communities throughout Ontario and across Canada since
2003 when Wellington County food activist and University of Guelph Food Laureate Anita Stewart championed
the day in support of beef farmers during the 2003 bovine
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) crisis.
“I am very proud to sponsor this initiative that would
formally establish Food Day in Canada” said Nater as he
introduced the Bill in the House of Commons. “I am especially proud that through this Bill, Parliament is honouring the legacy of the late Anita Stewart for her lifetime of devoted advocacy for Canadian food.”
Bill S-227 originated in the Senate and was introduced
by the Honourable Rob Black, Ontario Senator from Wellington County on November 25, 2021. It was passed in
the Senate unanimously on May 12, 2022
“We are talking about the farmers who grow the crops
we drive by as we travel Canada, about the agri-businesses who produce the food we see on the shelves, about the
restauranteurs and chefs that feed for us, and the vintners
and brewers who produce the wine, beer, and spirits we
enjoy. Local food is about much more than just what we
eat; it is about Canadians.” said Senator Black.
“I hope with the support of all parties Bill S-227 will be
passed quickly through this House” said
M.P. Nater “Now more than ever, it is important to
champion the healthy, local food our hard- working farm
families grow throughout Canada.”

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

TAKING THE HANDOFF

Ontario Senator Rob Black (right) is seen 'passing on' the Bill for the Food Day in Canada Act to MP John Nater.

Happy

Canada
Day
john.nater@parl.gc.ca | johnnater.ca | 519-273-1400
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Editorial

Is voting really that much of a hardship?
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

Why does it always come back to this? Fundamentally, voting should be the easiest part of living in a
democracy, but it comes across more as a task that
ranks below taking out the trash when an election
rolls around.
Which is somewhat ironic if you believe that’s what
some people believe they’re doing with their votes –
taking out unwanted trash from Parliament.
This is not a complaint about the outcome of the
vote, nor is this a missive about the complete lack
of organization some of the ‘major’ parties showed
during this election cycle.
Instead, this is a condemnation of those in the public
who couldn’t be bothered to vote. That something this
fundamental to making our society work is seen as so
much of a strain on your everyday life is tantamount
to a bad joke your weird uncle keeps telling over and
over at every family holiday meal: it’s not funny, and
you need to knock it off.
The basis for this comes in the form of a 43.5 per
cent turnout for the June 2 election. In each of the last
two Ontario General Elections, this province had at
least a 50 per cent showing from the electorate.
Yet in this election, touted as one of the most important ones in recent memory, people simply shrugged
their shoulders and let someone else do the heavy lifting for them.
A collective ‘meh’ that rippled all across Ontario, and one that sent the Conservative Party back to
Queen’s Park with seven more seats than they won in
2018.
The riding of Perth-Wellington was better than average, as just under 50 per cent of voters did their civic duty and cast a ballot. Put that into real numbers
and you get 41,732 people who did not vote.
The question here is why? What did you have to do
that was more important? There were advanced polls,
mail-in voting and plenty of space at polling stations
on June 2, but more than half of the people in this riding opted to sit this one out.
It’s a little baffling to grasp because everywhere you
looked, people were coming out and saying that affordability was a key issue, or more housing, or improved health care, or better environmental protections, or increased investment in education.
And on. And on. And … on.

Then, nothing. The sound of an apathetic round of
applause, at best, from a voting base that doesn’t seem
to care about much at all despite all of their protestations to the contrary in the weeks running up to the
election.
An example with some context: on the issue of energy and the environment, the following are just some
ideas culled from the platforms of the NDP, Liberals
and Greens: support for hydro, wind and solar electricity generation, cut greenhouse gas emissions by
more than 50 per cent by 2030, reduce electricity subsidies by $20 billion over 10 years, expand the Greenbelt, plant one billion trees by 2030, eliminate connection fees for rooftop solar charging panels, oppose
the building of new nuclear power plants or uranium
mines, ban non-medical single-use plastics by 2024,
and upgrade public school buildings to make them
carbon neutral.
In under this same topic, the Conservatives proposed
creating a new provincial park. That’s it. The Liberals proposed creating five. The NDP, while they didn’t
outline any plans for new parks they did have an item
that should have been more of an eye-catcher in these
parts than it was: banning the conversion of any agricultural land into developments. The Conservatives
made no mention of this, and retiring MPP Randy Pettapiece made a point of calling the Perth-Wellington
riding ‘the bread basket of Ontario’ during a recent
interview with the Times.
There are lots of farms and agricultural land in this
riding, yet the party that claimed it handily made no
mention of protections for those lands.
Again, this is not complaining about who won this
election. This is merely pointing out that for all the
hand-wringing people were doing, they simply didn’t
follow any of it up by putting their vote up to be counted.
Andrea Horwath and Steven Del Duca paid for the
voter’s apathy with their jobs as head of their respective parties. More was expected of them, but little was
given on the part of voters.
Little concern for electing change. Little energy
shown in expressing the desire for better leadership
and a clearer message. Little enthusiasm to do the
most basic civic duty we all have.
And now, there had better be little complaining
about the next Doug Ford-led government.
Nobody has really earned that right. At least, not for
the next four years.
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Seeking Sustainability
Rain gardens, Eco Fridays and more
It’s been a great year for the Eco Club!
One of our main initiatives this year was
a naturalization project. We planted many
native trees and shrubs in the schoolyard,
and aided with tree planting at a local park
in collaboration with the Local Community Food Centre, and we are currently
working with the Avon Maitland District
School Board to create an Indigenous
medicine garden. An ongoing venture into
educating people about the environment is
our weekly Eco Fridays, in which we share
an environmental fact on our Instagram
(@sdss.ecoclub) every Friday. Another
project started to spread awareness is this
column! By publishing our articles in the
newspaper, we are able to reach a larger
audience than we would with Eco Fridays. We have also collaborated with our
school’s Art Club to create a diorama of
the Great Lakes using recycled plastic in
our school lobby to raise awareness of pollution in the Great Lakes. We also encouraged sustainable lifestyles through initiatives such as our plastic bag project, where
we collected used plastic bags to turn into
sleeping mats; and the student swap, a
school-wide thrifting event in which students exchanged items such as clothing
and books. An innovative recycling initiative we’ve started is the baking and sell-

PLANTING THEIR PROJECT

ing of cookies using spent grain left over
from the beer-brewing process. Brewing
beer requires processing grains, and not
all of the grain gets used, leaving behind
spent grain. We take the spent grain and
use it to bake cookies, which are sold at the
Screaming Avocado, our in-school lunch
counter run by the culinary club.
Another successful event this year was
the plant sale hosted by SDSS’s Green Industries class and Eco Club. This annual
event had many people up bright and early
on a Saturday morning to grow their gardens. The Green Industries class spends
every year working on a multitude of environmentally oriented projects, including
the growing of all plants sold at the plant
sale. A variety of flora were featured, from
garden greens to beautiful flowers. Our
students worked hard to have everything
planted and potted for their big day. The
Stratford community was quick to support
us, and our volunteers were busy from
opening time until the end. All the money
raised at the plant sale has gone back to the
Green Industries class to support future
activities and encourage an encore of the
very successful sale. Next spring, be sure
to keep your eyes peeled for any news of
these projects so you, too, can bring a little
more greenery to your backyard. More in-

formation can be found on the Eco Club’s
Instagram, so be sure to follow us!
If you are looking for an easy way to help
decrease water pollution in your community, we have the solution for you! Rain
gardens are much like regular decorative
gardens, but they are specifically designed
to absorb and filter rainwater runoff, which
removes pollutants that are commonly
swept into our waterways. A rain garden
should be installed on the downside of a
gentle slope, in a low-lying area where water naturally flows, like a drainage ditch.
Make sure to keep the garden a few metres away from any building foundations,
septic beds, steep slopes, and underground
utilities. Any plants you choose must be
able to tolerate both wet and dry conditions. After planting, water the garden
regularly for about 4 weeks. After that, the
plants will not need to be watered, except
during times of drought. To build the rain
garden, begin by digging an 85 cm deep
hole, though if the garden is going to be
small, it should be a bit deeper. This hole
should then be refilled with 60 cm of a
compost/sand soil mix to improve water
absorption and filtration, though this may
not be necessary if you already have good
drainage. Then place some small rocks
around where water enters your garden,

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)

ReLeaf Stratford gathered numerous volunteers for their tree planting efforts in the city on Tuesday, May 17. Above,
Dianne Wheler, left, and Felicity Sutcliffe teamed up to get a tree in the ground. Right, Tyler Jouwsma works to get another
tree in the ground.

and on the garden’s downhill side to slow
heavy water flow and prevent soil erosion.
Create your own rain garden today to help
stop water pollution!
Water pollution occurs when chemicals contaminate water sources, rendering the water unfit for drinking, cooking,
cleaning, swimming, and other activities.
Chemicals, waste, bacteria, and parasites
are examples of pollutants. All types of
pollutants eventually end up in the water,
where they may form algae blooms, which
are excessive algae growth in water. This
is a problem because the algae on the surface of a body of water blocks sunlight
from reaching it, causing aquatic species
in the water to die. In addition, toxins
may be released, contaminating drinking
water and causing disease in animals and
humans. To prevent the spread of algae
blooms, the deaths of animals, and the pollution of wide areas of our watersheds, we
can slow the rate of algae bloom growth
by restricting the amount of nutrient-rich
substances that enter the water. Excellent
ways to do this are by stopping run-off
from surrounding fields, or seeking to reduce liquid waste products such as sewage
entering the water from nearby factories.
Come back in August to see what’s new
with Seeking Sustainability!
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Features opens to a bigger, brighter future

LISA CHESTER-HANNA
Stratford Times Correspondent

Features has been the meeting
place for breakfast or lunch in
Stratford for 23 years with owner Chris Haynes at the grill. It is
the place where he met and married his wife Jamie. He enjoys
longstanding customers as well
as long term staff, both of which
have followed him to his new expanded space at 10 Downie St.
He started planning in February 2021 for the expansion,
finding the existing facilities increasingly small and cramped.
There was only street parking
available and there was always
a lineup of customers to come
through the doors.
With plans in place, work
at 10 Downie St. began last
September. Construction took
about nine months of work with
starts and stops due to shortages
during the pandemic. The renovations required were extensive
as what is now a single and spacious restaurant was once two
separate spaces,
“The front was a Subway, and
this was a separate unit that was
empty for years. I heard that
Subway was going to leave so
we picked this spot hoping they
were going to leave. We had sort
of planned to open one side and
then the next but we ended up
opening with both sides,” explained Haynes.
There is now much more seating available going from about
fifty to ninety-four. With an
expansion comes an increased

NEW HOME, SAME SERVICE

(LISA CHESTER PHOTOS)

Features Restaurant recently moved into Festival Square after years at
the cirner of Waterloo and Ontario Streets. Owner Chris Haynes said
they began planning for the expansion last year, giving Features more
room to welcome their loyal customer base.
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need for staff and Haynes has
hired in all areas of the business
from serving staff to additional
line cooks.
“We were quick to fill the positions; we advertised on social
media and there were people that
staff knew, people were looking
for work and we were fortunate
that way,” said Haynes. Working at Features is like working
with family, something that
gives Haynes immense pride.
Staff have been there for years
and customers love the continuity, not to mention the stability
it lends a
business.
Since
opening
the new
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location, everyone has been
happy in their new digs. “Everyone is walking around with a
perma-smile. Watching the customers come in and seeing their
reactions has been fun” Frontage on Erie and Ontario streets
is totally encased in windows
making it bright and airy with
tall ceilings. There are intimate
booths and table settings upon
which you can enjoy your meal.
Looking forward to the summer without restrictions, Haynes
is glad to see things returning to
normal.
“Everyone is getting more
comfortable, the staff is more
comfortable not wearing masks,
it feels like things are back to
normal,” he said.

Making such a big move as
changing locations might seem
risky, but there are so many benefits to it that will make it worthwhile.
“There is more access to parking which was always a hindrance at the old spot with only
street parking. There is the parking lot here, and street parking
on both sides, so I just expect
to be even busier. We were full
here on the weekend, lined up
along the sidewalk and around
the corner,” said Haynes.
For those long-time customers, they can expect the same
menu as before, which is extensive with over 90 items on
it. Not to say that there won’t
be something new to try; they

have started a waffle menu, and
Features will be adding some
specialty drinks to the breakfast
menu as well. They have started
the process of applying for a liquor licence for the restaurant,
an exciting new element for Features.
“Other than that, the menu has
stayed the same which is probably why things have gone so
smoothly. We have a big menu
to begin with. To change it up
too much with a big move like
this would have been too much
for everyone,” said Haynes.
Features is open and ready to
serve seven days a week, from
6:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. They also
offer take-out service and delivery through Skip The Dishes.

Humane Society launches new lost animal
awareness campaign

July is National Lost Pet Prevention Month, and The
Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford Perth
(HSKWSP) is starting early by launching its new ‘Bring
them Home’ Campaign. The campaign marks a considerable push to spread awareness for lost and found animals and ultimately reunite more pets with their owners. It
runs until August 31 with the hopes of reaching pet lovers
across Waterloo Region and Perth County.
“Heading into our busiest season of the year, we know
that many pets coming into our centres are already owned,”
stated Amanda Hawkins, senior manager of animal care,
HSKWSP. “We hope by spreading awareness and providing tools and resources, we can get pets home faster.”
The campaign is multi-faceted and aims to provide
awareness, education, and checklists for what to do if you
lose or find a pet, as well as how the community can support getting pets back home quickly by utilizing resources
on the Humane Society’s new Lost and Found Page. It also
launches the Humane Society’s new online page to view
any lost pets currently in care at their Kitchener or Stratford locations. Previously, pet owners had to come to the

centres to view them in person.
The campaign also heavily shares the benefits of microchipping your pet. The Humane Society is encouraging
pet owners to microchip their pets, either at their local vet
or the Humane Society’s weekly low-cost microchipping
appointments. They are hoping for 250+ pet owners to
take the “Microchipping Pledge” and microchip their pets
during the campaign. Pledge participants will be entered to
win one of two $150 gift cards from our friends at Global
Pet Foods in Kitchener- Waterloo.
“Ultimately, we want to bring more pets home this summer. We know that microchipping plays a huge role in reuniting them with their families,” stated Calla James, director of community engagement & outreach, HSKWSP.
“A study published on microchipping revealed that microchipped dogs were 238% more likely to be returned home,
whereas microchipped cats were over 2000% more likely
to be returned.”
For more information on the Humane Society’s
lost and found services, please visit their web page at
www.kwsphumane.ca/bringthemhome.
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Mental Health: The issue we’re learning to talk about

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Mental health matters. It matters a great deal. Someone suffering from untreated mental
illness can significantly increase
one’s risk for self-harm or harm
to others, poverty, homelessness,
missed work or school, social
isolation, family conflicts, drug
or alcohol addiction, a weakened
immune system, heart disease
and other medical conditions,
and a poor quality of life.
Suffering from mental illnesses doesn’t mean someone is crazy, weak, or over-dramatic. It
doesn’t decrease one’s intrinsic
value. It doesn’t make them any
less of a human being.
The pandemic has only made
things worse, cementing what
was already a major problem as
a raging wildfire. According to a
study completed in Perth County
by Dr. Leith Deacon and the University of Guelph looking at preand-post-pandemic mental health
self-assessments, the number of
people describing their mental
health as excellent decreased by
45 percent, while the number of
people assessing their mental
health as poor increased by 79
percent. Females identified the
highest amount of mental health
decline while the study also saw
a 100 percent increase in males
between the ages of 18-29 calling their mental health poor.
The pandemic forcing schools
to close has also significantly increased mental health concerns
in kids and teens.
Over the last decade or so,
awareness about what mental illness is has increased significantly and the stigma surrounding
it has begun to break down. We
have seen a substantial increase
in the number of people openly admitting to struggling with
their mental health whereas, not
too long ago, most people simply
didn’t talk about what they were
feeling.
However, make no mistake,
there is still a great deal of stigma
surrounding this subject. One in
five people in Canada will suffer
from a mental health problem in
their life but only about 30 percent of people actually seek help.
Joelle Lamport-Lewis, Director
of the Social Research and Planning Council for the United Way,
said that locally, the stigma about
seeking mental health care is far
from neutralized.
“People don't seek help because of stigmas (prejudice and
discrimination) attached to mental health problems. There is a
sense of embarrassment or feeling ashamed. There is a worry

that there will be judgement and
being misunderstood. There is
a great deal of discrimination.
However, it is important to know
that there are services that can
help. And the earlier someone
gets help, the less chance that the
problem will come back or get
worse.”
Addressing stigma associated with mental health concerns
takes understanding, education
and a closer look at our attitudes
toward health. You can speak out
against stigma, don’t judge, get
educated, and pass on facts. Stigma often comes from a lack of
understanding or fear. Inaccurate
or misleading representations of
mental health concerns contribute to both of those factors. Unfortunately, we are seeing a great
deal of this present in Stratford.”
But even as community agencies and private counselling or
therapy organizations work incredibly hard to treat those suffering, not enough is being done
at every level of government to
seriously attack the problem of
mental illness.
One organization that has been
active in trying to mitigate the
issue is the United Way Perth
Huron, which is headed by its
Executive Director Ryan Erb.
Recently, Erb told the Times that
when people take the first step
and reach out for help, they can
get their foot in the door but receiving the help they need can
take a long time.
“What we see on a fairly regular basis is that there are fairly
long waitlists for support, including crisis support. That is what
the system is mostly designed to
do but it can take a while for people to access those services. Not
only do we have a system that is

strained because it’s under-funded but there are a lot of job transitions.”
“That makes it harder when
people have a counsellor or support worker who suddenly moves
to another job, that person has to
start all over again. Generally,
the intake process is also good
and moves fairly quick, it’s more
the wait for care that people seem
to experience delays and long
waits for”
In addition to the point about
high job turnover in the field,
Erb also noted that some organizations are also struggling to
find employees which adds to the
lack of supply of care services
for those in need. Erb went on
to explain that there is a great
first point of contact available for
people in the 2-1-1 phone service.
“We have 2-1-1 which is a fantastic service that anyone can access that can make an immediate
referral. It’s the front door for
anybody. You may not remember
the phone number for a specific
organization or maybe even the
exact name of the organization
but it’s easier to remember three
digits.”
Both Erb and Family Services
Perth Huron touted the 2-1-1 resource as being an important
mechanism to help people take
that first step, which Erb said
can still be the hardest step in
the process of seeking out mental
health care.
“I would say it’s true that people still do have a tough time
taking that first step,” Erb said.
“The pandemic did a good job
at exposing that because, during
that time, we had a lot of people
say ‘this is the first time that I’ve
reached out for help’, and it was
a big decision for them to do that.

And I think there was probably
a large number of people that
could have used some help but
didn’t reach out.
“Personally, there were times
when things were very stressful
and I did eventually go and seek
counselling for a period of time.
But to make that decision, you
have to be willing to admit that
you can’t do it all by yourself.”
A big reason many still feel
hesitant about reaching out for
support or telling people that
they are experiencing issues
with their mental health is the
stigma surrounding it. The stigma is indeed less prevalent now
than it likely has ever been, but
it hasn’t been fully broken down.
“Generally we’re better off
than we were a few years ago but
it’s like the first layer of the onion
and we as a society haven’t been
able yet to go to the next step of
supporting someone over a longer stretch,” Erb said. “It’s getting better in some ways. I think
people are much more open to
talking about their mental health
and seeking help when they need
it. But I still think we need to be
more ready and comfortable in
sustaining our efforts to be there
and support someone struggling
over the long term.”
“It’s one thing to be briefly
friendly, it’s another to walk
with someone through a longer
difficult period and sustain that
initial effort. Unfortunately,
there’s still a stigma with saying
‘I’m seeing a counsellor’, or admitting that you need help.”
Erb pointed out that positive
things are being done to address
the problem but it’s also clear
that we haven’t done enough to
truly address the scope of the
mental health crisis.

7

“It’s certainly not all bad.
There’s a lot of work being done
by the Mental Health and Addiction Alliance and many of the
things that we as a community
felt should happen have begun.
There’s also a lot of good work
being done at the provincial level
to align services.”
“My understanding is that
there are still challenges for people who need multiple services.
If a person is with one agency
and moves to another, they have
to tell their story twice because
some agencies aren’t equipped to
share information. There’s a lot
of challenges for people to access the services in a way that’s
easier for the client.”
Another element of the response to the mental health
crisis that Erb felt was working
well was the ride-along program
operated by the Stratford Police
and Huron Perth Healthcare
Alliance in coordination with
the Stratford General Hospital
which has partnered an officer
with a member of a multidisciplinary team of social workers, nurses, and occupational
therapists. An example of such
a pairing is Stratford Police
Constable Darren Fischer and
mental health professional Natalia Kowalczyk. Fischer and
Kowalczyk also spoke to the
Times recently and talked about
how the program has improved
the police’s response to mental
health-related disturbances.
“It’s really improved the crisis response to mental health
concerns in the community,”
Fischer said. “Historically, when
someone was experiencing a
mental health crisis, they would
call the police and officers would
attend and do their best to deal
with that situation.”
“However, with having this
program in place, we’re now
able to attend with the expertise
of a social worker. We’re able to
provide that one-on-one, faceto-face interaction that allows us
to deal with that situation then
and there as opposed to taking
the person out of their home or
their safe space and taking them
to the hospital to get them that
conversation.”
According to Fischer, the volume of mental health-related
calls is manageable but also mentioned that the more the program
is supported, the better it is as it
would allow the police and their
ride-along social workers to help
more people. Kowalczyk elaborated on this by noting that, in a
perfect world, the program would
be available any day, any hour.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 12
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All Rise

Passion for baking leads Vann family to open artisanal shop

Stratford Times Editor

Baking takes time and patience
to create something mouth-watering, and it takes creativity to
see things where others don’t.
But when you can find your passion project after looking for it
for so long and be creative with
it, so much the better.
So when the opportunity
came along for Derek and Elissa
Vann, they felt it was a little serendipitous. Vann’s Fine Bakery
opened just this month to the
public, bringing the latest step
in the Vann family’s journey so
far.
“The idea for Vann’s Fine
Bakery was born out of Derek’s
long-time career as a red seal
chef working in fine dining, and
my education as a holistic nutritionist being passionate about
wholesome and organic food,”
Elissa Vann said. Both of us are
entrepreneurs at heart – me having a business in digital marketing and web design – but Derek
was on the hunt for his passion
project and a career he could
truly explore his creativity in.”
The serendipitous turn for the
husband-and-wife team came
when they found the building
that would become Vann’s Fine
Bakery. Located at 215 Douro
Street, Unit B, Elissa discovered
the building had a history of
food service as it has been home
to a grocery store for nearly half
a century. It took some work and
a few hoops to jump through,
but the bakery rose to the challenge – including opening their
doors once already before having to close them in order to rezone the property.
“We were only open for a few
months, and it’s been a long and
arduous process to get to the
point of opening, and we are so
grateful to be at this point,” she
said. “As small business owners,
it’s been tough to be closed but
we are excited to take the next
step. Of course, it’s a little bit

BAKING FINE ART

(FRED GONDER PHOTOS)

Vann's Fine Bakery recently held their grand opening at their Douro Street location, welcoming the public in person at long last. Elissa and Derek
Vann are excited to be offering artisanal breads to their customers.

scary to take the plunge and it
is new territory to open a brickand-mortar business, but we’ve
been so lucky for all the support
we have received throughout the
entire process. We have the best
neighbours and customers.”
So with the location secured,
that allowed Derek chase down
the dream of baking for a living.
According to Elissa, it’s how he
got into the culinary world in
the first place and is something
that came to him naturally.
“Derek’s first job was actually
as a baker and, as he went on to
become an experienced chef, it
came naturally to him to venture into combining his skills
in creating elevated meals into
creating elevated baked goods,”
she said, “It is surprisingly quite
an art as it takes a lot of experience, timing and even getting
the environment (temperature,
humidity, etc.) just right to make
a load of sourdough come out
well. The uniqueness comes in
being passionate about food and
flavours as any chef
is, so he lets his cre-

ativity shine as much as possible
to make delicious and unique
breads.”
For her part, Elissa is using
her skills as a holistic nutritionist to make Vann’s offerings that
much better. By sourcing as
many of their ingredients as locally as they can, the Vann’s are
hoping they’re able to maximize
the nutritional value along with
other key factors.
“From a small business and
environmental stand point, local
is also very impactful,” Elissa
said. “It can sometimes be difficult to source ingredients that
check all of the boxes but we
search high and low to find ones
that are organic and as local as
possible. It really does make
all of the difference in the end
product to confidently say that it
tastes amazing and you can feel
good about feeding it to your
family. Additionally, we try to
make sure that we can accommodate all sorts of food sensitivities and allergies, such as

gluten and dairy intolerance. It’s
very important to us that everyone can enjoy what we make.”
Just a glimpse of their offerings will make one’s mouth begin to water: rustic wheat sourdough, toasted coriander raisin
and hand-rolled bagels are just
a few choices they’ve come up
with, and Elissa says the menus
has been a process of both inspiration and fun experimentation to narrow things down. It
doesn’t hurt that Derek gets to
dig in with his creative chops
when coming up with new
breads, which will be reflected
in a rotating seasonal menu.
“Our organic hand-rolled bagels have been very popular, but
one little known thing might be
that we have lots of beautiful locally made giftable items in our
shop,” she said. “Things like
beautiful linen bags, aprons,
charcuterie boards and an assortment of jams, jellies and honies.”
But now that their shop is com-

pletely in their hands, giving
them the freedom to chart their
own course, Elissa said the best
part about the whole process is
finally before them: creating
something new and sharing it
with those who appreciate it.
“Derek loves the complete
freedom to get creative with the
menu and direct the process – a
dream of many chefs,” she said.
“I personally love putting the
hard work into creating something from scratch and watching it grow and flourish. Our
storefront, design and branding
was a labour of love and I have
loved seeing and creating each
piece as it came together. Last
but not least, we both love seeing all of the smiling faces of
our customers who have made
it all worth it.”
Vann’s Fine Bakery is open
Wednesday through Saturday,
11 a.m.-6 p.m. You can find
them online at www.vannsbakery.com, or call 519-508-8266
for more details.

Bike Month arrives in Stratford

June is Bike Month, a celebration of cycling.
It’s an opportunity to try riding a bike for the first time,
or to build cycling into your routine.
That could mean riding just for fun, or leaving the car
at home and taking a bike to school, work, the store or an
event. Where will your bike take you?
Stratford’s Active Transportation Advisory Committee
(ATAC) meets regularly and works to educate, promote
and enhance active transportation opportunities in Stratford.
Throughout the month of June, ATAC will be highlighting different cycling amenities in the city, including
dedicated bike lanes and multi-use trails.
ATAC also been collaborating with various groups and
organizations to promote Bike Month, and to create a cal-

endar of local cycling events and education sessions.
Access to the calendar can be found by reading this article on the City’s website at https://www.stratford.ca/en/
news/celebrate-bike-month.aspx.
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Stratford Pride Community Centre Grand Opening a success
LISA CHESTER-HANNA
Stratford Times Correspondent

The Stratford Pride Community Centre
(SPCC), located at 24 Downie St., held
their grand opening on June 4th, with a
steady stream of people visiting from the
opening time of 10 am and throughout the
day. The centre is Stratford’s first facility
geared toward the LGBTQ+ community.
Bruce Duncan Skeaff, and a small army
of volunteers were on hand to greet visitors and give a tour. The sunny location
has a small kitchen where coffee and
snacks were served, complete with an
empty space awaiting a yet to be acquired
microwave. The seating area by the window should prove to be a popular spot to
gather for lunch. During the opening, it is
where author Felice Picano was signing
his books. There is a lending library which
continues to grow with generous donations
from the community.
Two computers and screens were donated by Jeff Walsh of Compudoc before he
died and two printers donated by the community sit at a workstation area. There is
a seating area of four chairs meant to accommodate friends over coffee or to have
a visit in a safe place.
“This we wanted to make like a living
room with comfortable furniture where
you can sit down, pick up a magazine,
meet with friends, anything you want. It’s
a gathering place, a refuge, a safe space to
meet with people of similar life experiences,” said Duncan Skeaff.
There is a screening room with a big
screen television and seating for twenty two that will be used for events such
as their Tony Award viewing party and
LGBTQ+ programming. It also has the capability of doing power point presentations
when desired.
“Any community group can come in
here and use the space, and because the
doors close, people can still continue to

AUTHOR SIGNING

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)

Felice Picano was at the Stratford Pride Community Centre to help open the facility to the
public on Saturday, June 4. In addition to the book signing, there were tours of the centre
to show guests the available services SPCC has at its fingertips.

have a chat or play scrabble while somebody else can have a community meeting
in the space,” he said.
There are not many meeting places in
Stratford to hold formal and informal
meetings by anyone in the city, especially
for free. As a non-profit organization, there
is no charge to users for using the space.
There are two main reasons why the organization as it is exists:
“One reason is there is a lack of ways
to easily get information of what’s going
on in the community, and the other is to
alleviate social isolation. Most things that

we’re going to be doing for the community, wherever we can, it will be free. We’re
trying to knock down barriers for people to
gather,” explains Duncan Skeaff.
Support in the community has been outstanding, When the Stratford Pride initiative started a year ago it was entirely
online. Over 150 businesses were contacted to see if the SPCC proposal would be
something they would support in principle.
“Everyone came back saying yes, yes, yes, in Stratford this is long overdue,
Stratford is ten years behind

Queer Book of the Month Club

History of My Brief Body, by Billy-Ray Belcourt
@SPL: 819.16 Belco
Given our recent colonial history, it’s
maybe no surprise the lands we now call
Canada are home to a peerless school of
writers working to decolonize in their lives,
love and literature. Dionne Brand, Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson and Rinaldo Walcott all come to mind as authors who take
as given the need to decolonize notions of
love and gender as a key part of healing.
Billy-Ray Belcourt, a writer, theorist, and
professor from Driftpile Cree Nation, hails
from this confluence of decolonial poetics. His latest work, A History of My Brief
Body, is so many things. It’s most obviously a memoir, making his own meaning of
his early life with his grandmother, his first
years at university, his career so far, and,
dizzyingly, shatteringly, his first love.
But at a deeper level, the book is more theory and poetry than memoir. Belcourt explores the idea of political
depression - the sense that any usual forms of resistance,

like direct action or critical analysis, can no longer make
the world a better place, or offer us comfort. In prismatic, breathtaking language, he lays bare the
ways in which being a queer Cree man in
Canada compound this political depression.
While Belcourt pulls no punches to comfort the reader, this is a book dedicated
explicitly to joy. Specifically, in telling his
story in ways that push back on colonialist lenses, Belcourt builds a voice, theory
and world beyond the “political wrath” that
traps Indigenous lives in the colonial gaze.
Belcourt is clear that the sheer presence of
Indigenous joy is proof the colonial state
can’t endure, and aims to build narratives
that will nurture this utopia. For all these
reasons, I can’t think of a better book to
celebrate both Pride and Indigenous History Month than A History of My Brief Body.
Shauna Costache
Public Service Supervisor
Stratford Public Library

other communities and how can we help.
Knowing that we had business and city hall
behind us, and the hospitality industry, we
launched online first with crisis lines, and
youth lines, because a lot of times this can
be life or death,” he said. “We made sure
people knew there was a place online they
could come and get that information. Then
we realized that if people who live here are
having trouble finding information, what
about the people that visit? What about the
same-sex couple that comes from Toronto
with their theatre tickets, now, how do they
find a friendly B&B, or a friendly restaurant to go to,”
He points out that there really isn’t anything online, like Expedia or Travelocity
that caters to the gay population. Or how
about a gay friendly real estate agent for
the couple that wants to move to town.
With these target audiences, the Pride
Guide was developed.
The Stratford Pride Guide is a directory
of businesses, services, organizations, and
professionals that welcome LGBTQ+ residents and visitors. It is for residents, people
visiting or planning a visit or planning to
move here. It will prove to be extremely
useful as Stratford is a popular destination
given it is only a two hour train ride from
the largest LGBTQ+ community in Toronto.
The goal of the centre is to provide a safe
place to come, twelve months a year, and
the information they are putting out reaches who it needs to. Services catering to the
LGBTQ+ community have been underrepresented and it is the hope to change that
and create a vibrant and inclusive community.
The SPCC website is www.StratfordPride.com and for the Stratford Pride
Guide it is www.StratfordPrideGuide.com.

Weekend Quiz

1)What Toronto building has the address 301 Front
Street West?
2) What is the oldest existing major league ballpark?
3)What is the Decalogue normally called?
4)Who was known for his theory of “Evolution”?
5)How old was John F Kennedy when he became
president?
6)What name is given to a group of leopards?
7)What is the capital of New York State?
8)What is the longest river in Europe?
9)On what river was the Aswan High Dam built?
10)How many points is scored for a bullseye in
darts?

WWW.STRATFORDTIMES.COM

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27
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Times Past: Stratford Times … Take Three

BETTY JO BELTON
Stratford Archives

Newspapers are a highly valued source
of information for all kinds of historical
research. They provide one stop shopping
for details about everything from wedding
fashions to who got elected Mayor and why.
Articles about school graduations, birth
announcements and obituaries are gold
mines for genealogists. Like many other
heritage organizations, Stratford-Perth
Archives has been systematically collecting and preserving local newspapers
for decades, including, most recently, the
Stratford Times. There have been two other Stratford Times newspapers -- in two
other centuries. Both are preserved at the
Archives and offer glimpses of life here in
times past.
The first editor of the second Stratford
Times was Don Southcott. Michael Nield
was photographic editor. They published
a sort of introductory flyer to explain
their editorial intentions and to reach out
to potential advertisers. Copies would be
distributed to every home in Stratford.
They hoped their new paper would be
controversial “in a responsible way.” They
were convinced that controversy “solves
problems” and warned readers that: “You
won’t like some of our opinions, we promise you, because we find it hard to conform, despite an urge for popularity (every
newspaper needs friends to survive). But
we have a right, if not a duty, to say what
we think and we’ll exercise it. We feel criticism should be constructive when it can
be, but it can’t always be. We consider attack CAN be constructive… But if you’re
left with the impression that our main editorial concern is criticism, don’t be misled. We believe in pats on the back too.”
Southcott and Nield recognized their
predecessors in their first issue on May
6, 1964 with the headline: We’re not the
FIRST Stratford Times! The article goes
on:
Frankly we thought we were until we

talked to Edmund K. Kneitl, RR 1 Stratford. His face lit up when he saw our introductory issue.
“That brings back memories,” he commented with a wry smile. “My father used
to publish that paper.” From his sisters –
Misses Rhea and Annie Kneitl, 115 Norman St. – we received a copy of the January 8, 1890, edition of “The Stratford
Times and County of Perth Gazette.”
Proprietors at that time were E.J. Kneitl
and H.T. Butler. Mr. Butler later left the
reins to the former, a city gentleman of the
time and a penman of distinction.
The seven members of Mr. Kneitl’s family are still living. They include Sister Amadea, of the St. Joseph order, Chatham;
Mrs. James (Bertha) Gannon, Detroit;
Mrs. Martha Timmerman, 117 Norman,
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and Dixon of Toronto. The three local sisters live in the century-old home in which
their father was born and they cherish the
antique furnishings which grace it.
A grandson of the Times’ publisher, Ted
Kneitl, runs Ted’s Hobby, Sport and Pet
Shop on Wellington, which is where we
met his father, a retired customs man.
Journalism was very much alive in
Stratford in the 1890’s, judging by the Jan.
8 issue of the Times. A Mr. Brown had just
won the mayoralty election in Stratford
with the help of “wirepullers” and “disreputable slanderers.”
In a hell’n fury editorial inside, the
Times challenged “the kids” at the Herald to “rake up enough cash to put up in
court to cover the costs” of a threatened
libel action…The words “serpents, im-

posters, libertines, disreputable crew”
were sprinkled liberally through the writing, as were “donkey, libelers, owls. Lively’s hardly strong enough to describe the
newspaper wars in those days. Only one
sad note comes from the discovery of the
earlier Times. The Misses Kneitl revealed
their father lost thousands of dollars before selling the paper to the Herald.
In between the two Times, there was another weekly paper in Stratford called the
Mirror. That paper was started on June 22,
1923 by local hat merchant Fletcher Johnston. A frontpage article announced the
Mirror as a new weekly publication and
pointed out that “few there are indeed who
do not like to look in a mirror…We sincerely hope you will read The Mirror with
just as much interest as you look into your
own mirror…Articles pertaining to the
individual as well as the civic and social
life, we will try to make the contents of
its columns.” The last issue of the Mirror
was published on July 16, 1948. By that
time the publisher was David Rae who
wrote that the Mirror had “chronicled local happenings and provided entertaining
weekend reading for a quarter century.”
The Stratford Mirror was never microfilmed but 915 issues in the bound set
of paper copies donated to the Archives
years ago have now been digitized. They
will be more easily available via the public
computers in our Reading Room and the
originals will survive longer. That work
is part of a multi-year project to convert
all of our newspaper holdings, whether
on microfilm or paper, to a digital format.
They will eventually be available equally to all researchers via our website but
only after they have been converted to key
word searchable copies and any potential
copyright issues have been resolved. In
the meantime, it is exciting to see these
treasure troves of community history being prepared for future generations of curious readers – even as we set aside copies
of Stratford’s latest Times newspaper for
the Archives.

Kinsmen cue up car show for
Father’s Day
The Kinsmen Club of Stratford Kinsmen Car Show is returning for 2022, so
plan to drop in to this event. Admission for
spectators is free, while vintage vehicles
are $10.
It takes place on Father’s Day Sunday,
June 19 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the beautiful Lower Queens Park next to the Avon
River right in front of the world famous
Festival Theatre. Vehicle entrance gate
is located at Queen Street and Lakeside
Drive. The Car Show has been running for
over ten years with the Kinsmen hosting it
for the past five. Throughout the day there
will be 200-300 cars of all makes, models
and vintages on display from as far as Toronto to Owen Sound, Niagara Falls and
London.
Remember, spectators are free so come
out and enjoy the cars and the river. Music
will be provided by a DJ on site, so pack
a lunch or buy some Black Angus BBQ. If

you would like to support the Kinsmen
projects there will be a donation bucket a
50/50 draw, the winner of the draw usually
takes home close to $250 and there are two
door prizes of Samsonite luggage.  
Chartered in 1945, the Kinsmen Club of
Stratford now in its seventy-seventh year
is one of the most recognized service
clubs in the city. Our major fund-raising
and service projects include Arena Booth,
Canada Day parade and fireworks. Santa
Claus parade and Camp Tanner. We are
part of Kin Canada, Canada’s largest
all-Canadian service organization, made
up of Canadian men and women gathered
together in clubs for the purposes of bettering their communities by performing
‘hands-on’ service work, raising funds for
important community projects and having
fun. We are proud volunteers and support our motto ‘Serving the Communities
Greatest Need’.
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Changing perception of apartments through the years
HAYDEN BULBROOK
Stratford Times Correspondent

The 1920s are challenged only by the
1950s as a decade that ushered rapid modernity with amenities that have become
common today. After all, vacuums, radios, and hair dryers were accessible consumer items by the 1920s. It brought forth
another, more unnoticed phenomenon
which, prior to this era, had only a minimal presence in Canadian cities. This was
the apartment building. Commonplace
now - and ubiquitous, often in the form
of drab 1960s and 70s tower complexes apartments are sometimes looked down
upon in a society driven on ownership
of detached housing. Aren’t apartments
often the homes of the lower strata, the
pension-less senior, or the labouring immigrant? Yes, and they provide shelter for
these people who deserve to live with dignity.
Early apartments often served a different clientele and were criticized for different reasons. Historian Richard Dennis
wrote, apartments “were condemned as
insanitary, anti-family, and a threat to established property values, undermining
‘cities of homes’ both morally and economically.” In particular, critics observed
that roof gardens, staircases, and elevators
were ambiguous spaces that lacked privacy. Living rooms, bedrooms, kitchens,
and bathrooms on one level were thought
to invite promiscuity.
Yet, apartments in the 1920s symbolized both “modernity and cosmopolitan
sophistication” and in other circles, they
were “praised for their efficiency and appropriateness for new types of households
leading new lifestyles.” Particularly for
women, apartments offered a modern lifestyle with less focus on domestic roles to
serve a large family and more time spent
on consumption and recreation. The presence of apartments in Canadian cities was
increasing. By 1928, apartments com-

The York Apartments, July 1984.

(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES PHOTO)

The York Apartments, July 2020.

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)

prised 26 percent of expenditures for residential construction in Canada.
The York Apartments was constructed
in 1928 by architects Baldwin & Greene
of Toronto. This firm was the result of

a 1924 partnership between Lawrence
Counsell Martin Baldwin and Gerald Elliot Denbigh Greene that lasted until 1933
when the Great Depression removed them
to obscurity. Greene was a designer and
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structural engineer, having worked for
William Steele & Sons in Toronto from
1919 to 1924. It is likely that he provided
structural engineering expertise for the
York Apartments. Baldwin had a more
traditional architectural background having studied at the University of Toronto’s
School of Practical Science between 1909
and 1913. He then worked for leading Toronto architectural firm Sproatt & Rolph
before opening his own office in 1921.
Atlas Finance & Development Co. of
1126 Bay St. in Toronto financed and
built the apartment with subcontracts for
masonry and carpentry awarded to Stratford’s J.L. Young. The York Apartments’
construction came with a price tag of
$75,000. This apartment, which would
have been quite luxurious for its time, offered 18 suites spread across four storeys.
In 1928, the Contract Record and Engineering Review announced plans on
behalf of Atlas Finance for a number of
sibling apartment buildings designed by
Baldwin & Greene. These included apartments in Brantford, Kitchener, London,
and Peterborough. Only the Brantford and
Kitchener apartments were referred to as
York Apartments. While it is unclear if all
of these were, in fact, constructed and if
so, whether or not they are still standing,
a larger York Apartments – a big brother,
if you will – can be found in downtown
Kitchener on the corner of Queen Street
South at Church Street.
Although in a small city, Stratford’s
York Apartments did seem to serve a
sophisticated white collar class. In 1929,
dwellers included a doctor, two engineers,
two managers, and even an air pilot. Perhaps one can imagine if the lifestyles of
the dwellers in Stratford have resembled
the characters of a John Cheever story.
Did a radio allow a Jim and Irene Westcott
to eavesdrop on their neighbours here?
Still in use today, the York Apartments
are a fine indicator of early 20th century
apartments in Stratford.

Former home of Richard Manuel recognized
as part of TIMES
STRATFORD
Blue Plaque program
SPENCER SEYMOUR
Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Heritage Stratford recently honoured
the legacy of Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Richard Manuel with a presentation at
the childhood home of the Stratford-based
musician as part of its Blue Plaque recognition program. The program, while not
giving actual heritage designation, recognizes properties that are historically significant.
A presentation ceremony was held last
month that included family members of
Manuel as well as the current occupants
Jamie Hewitt and Oliver VonWitzenhausen and representatives of Heritage Stratford, the City of Stratford, Stratford-Perth
Museum, and Stratford-Perth Archives.
Born on April 3rd, 1943, in Stratford,
Manuel and his three brothers were raised
by their parents Ed and Gladys. In 1948,
the family moved into 138 Well Street

where Manuel spent his formative years
learning and honing his musical talents. At
nine years old, he began playing piano and
within three years, the house was filled
with the sounds of Manuel and his friends
rehearsing and playing music.
At the age of 15, Manuel helped form a
band called the Revols as the piano and
lead singer alongside bassist Ken Kamulsky and guitarist John Till. The group
later expanded to include Garth Pictot and
Doug Rhodes. One year after the group’s
formation, they opened for Ronnie Hawkins and the Hawks in Port Dover, a connection that proved very important for the
young Manuel.
The legendary Hawkins recruited the
then 18-year-old Ritchie Manuel to be piano player in The Hawks, which he stayed
with until 1964 when that group was recruited to be Bob Dylan’s backing band
for a European tour. In 1967, they became
The Band and were highly influential in

the 1960s and 1970s, resonating strongly
thanks to their fusion of rock, rhythm-andblues and country music. The Band broke
up in 1976, their run culminating with the
famous show, “The Last Waltz”.
Nicknamed “the beak” for his protruding
nose, Manuel was a beloved and respected
songwriter and vocalist, influencing and
collaborating with fellow artists Eric Clapton, Van Morrison, Willie Nelson, The
Beach Boys, and Bonnie Raitt. Manuel’s
songs were widely covered by Cass Elliot,
Joan Baez, and Blood, Sweat & Tears.
In November 1984, four original members of the Revols - Kalmusky, Manuel,
Rhodes and Till - reunited in Stratford
as the Revols, opening for the Band at
two sold-out performances billed as “The
Band/Revols Reunion Shows.” It was a triumph and the last major show before Manuel’s untimely passing just four months
later.
In 2004, the City of Stratford honoured

Manuel with a sidewalk star on Ontario
Street. There is also a memorial bench by
the Avon River dedicated in his honour. In
1994, he was posthumously inducted into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame as a member of The Band. In 2015, he was inducted
into the New York Blues Hall of Fame.
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Continued from page 7
“It’s not as much about how many social
workers we have during the day because
we have one person per detachment right
now,” said Kowalczyk. “However, that’s
only from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and obviously, crises do not stop at four o’clock.
So having more people would be helpful
as it would allow us to expand the hours
of the program which we’re definitely
trying to do.”
Responding to a mental health crisis is
obviously an emotionally-charged situation. Both Fischer and Kowalczyk feel
that this method is very effective as it allows the police response to be tailored to
fit each encounter thanks to having someone trained to deal with mental health
concerns present.
“[How we deal with a call] is different
for every situation,” Fischer explained.
“We always go in with the main goal of
providing assistance and de-escalation.
We introduce ourselves and tell people
that we’re there to help. We try to engage
in conversation and figure out what’s going on. I think we’re good about incorporating other community services and supports to continue that level of assistance
once we’ve left that initial interaction.”
“A lot of the work is done in that initial
interaction but a lot of work is also done
after that as well,” Kowalczyk added. “I
think one of the main points of the program is that we’re not all working as silos
anymore. Not only the police and the hospital but other agencies and organizations
in and around Stratford. Mental health
care works better when all of these supports are working together.”
“I really don’t have a set, rigid process.
It really is unique to every situation and
we’re there to assess risk, but we’re also
there to provide support. Someone expe-

Stratford Times

It’s okay to not be okay
riencing a mental health disturbance, it’s
definitely not their best day. Most likely,
it’s one of the worst days of their life.”
There can also be some misconceptions
about what a mental health crisis looks
like and Fischer and Kowalczyk described the various calls in which mental
health may play a significant factor and
their kind of partnership can be beneficial.
“We’ve attended people who receive
notifications of a loved one’s passing,”
mused Kowalczyk. “We’ve attended to
domestic disputes. I feel like we’re useful
in so many different situations because so
many different situations that the police
get called to, emotions can run high and
there can be mental health crises in so
many different situations.”
“A crisis is different for everybody,”
Fischer added. “Typically, what people
look at as a crisis is someone who is actively wanting to self-harm. But that isn’t
the only kind of crisis one could have.”
“Someone could be in crisis at the scene
of a motor vehicle collision where their
life has just been turned upside down.
There may not even be serious injuries
but it’s just such a traumatic event that a
person could be in crisis at that moment.
If you have your house broken into and
your personal space and personal property has been taken from you, that’s a very
traumatic event.”
Mental illness doesn’t only manifest itself as a crisis for the police to respond to.
In many cases, it’s much more subtle and
invisible and people suffering in silence
can fall through the cracks if they don’t
have the support to seek help, which then
can make their issues even worse. Lamport-Lewis said that early intervention and
prevention are critical pieces in dealing
with mental illness. More integration

Single donation doubled
SPCC library

Milverton Book Prize juror wants good
home for 100+ books

University of Waterloo librarian Jessica Blackwell is donating 112 publisher’s
copies of top notch LGBTQ+ books to
the Stratford Pride Community Centre’s
lending library. It’s a move that will more
than double the SPCC’s book collection.
“I sat on the American Library Association's committee to choose books for
the annual Over the Rainbow reading list
- a book list that chooses the top 10 fiction and nonfiction books on LGBTQ2S+
themes for adults,” said Blackwell, a
Special Collections & Archives Librarian at the University of Waterloo’s Dana
Porter Library.
“As part of this work I received copies
of many of the books for consideration
from the publishers. I'd love for these to
go somewhere where they can be further
appreciated,” she said.
Said SPCC President Bruce Duncan

Skeaff, “Our lending library is an important part of the SPCC. Understanding
stories and experiences beyond our little
corner of the world helps us understand
our own stories and experiences. Reading is known to alleviate feelings of isolation. It’s said if you can’t be with people like yourself, second best is to read
about them.”
International top selling GLBTQ+
author Felice Picano was in Stratford
over this past weekend as SPCC visiting
author, when the news came. “Librarians are my heroes,” he said. “They are
the guardians of freedom and of the spoken word”.
SPCC librarian Evelyn Newland will
now work with Blackwell on the transfer of the books. Blackwell has offered
to help catalogue these and the rest of the
SPCC library.

and defragmentation of services are also
needed to close the gaps.
She also listed four items to tackle the
problem from a youth perspective:
• Increase comprehensive school
health and post-secondary mental
health initiatives that promote mental health for all students and include
targeted prevention efforts for those at
risk;
• Remove barriers to full participation of people living with mental
health problems or illnesses in workplaces, schools (including post-secondary institutions), and other settings;
• Remove financial barriers for children and youth and their families to
access psychotherapies and clinical
counselling;
• Remove barriers to successful transitions between child, youth, adult,
and senior mental health services.
Lewis also told the Times that governments can do more to address this issue,
specifically by breaking the stigma surrounding mental illness with education
and treating mental health as part of general public health.
“It is important to support governments
to adopt mental health policies and to integrate mental health policy into public
health policy and general social policy,
because mental health can cause a heavy
burden for societies, impedes the development of other health and development
targets, contributes to poverty and differentially affects the most vulnerable and,
last but not least, because mental health
itself is of intrinsic value as is physical
health.”
“In developing mental health policy, it
is important to include consideration of
stigma about mental health issues and
mental illness. The impact of stigma results in a lack of attention from governments and the public, which then results
in a lack of resources and morale, decay-

ing institutions, lack of leadership, inadequate information systems, and inadequate legislation. By resulting in social
exclusion of people with mental illness,
stigma is detrimental not just to people
with mental illness, but also to the health
of society as a whole. All too often our
services are departure points for exclusion when they should be stepping stones
for social inclusion.”
Even as our society has taken steps in
the right direction to recognize mental
health and addiction as medical conditions, best remedied not by harsh punishments or belittling the person suffering,
there is still a long way to go. Too many
people still suffer in silence because they
fear being ridiculed for their suffering.
Too many people are stuck on a waitlist
because there isn’t the service capacity to
meet the demand. Too many people face
a barrier to getting the help they need. It’s
time to change that. It’s time to make sure
everyone who needs help can get it. It’s
okay to not be okay.This is the fourth part
of the Stratford Times’ ‘Need To Know’
story series – a collection of stories defining and detailing issues, giving voters
in Stratford a basis to form or refine their
opinions ahead of the 2022 provincial
and municipal elections. These stories
are a-political in the sense that they do
not endorse any particular candidate(s).
They have been written only to help provide you the necessary data to come to an
informed opinion.
This is the fourth part of the Stratford
Times’ ‘Need To Know’ story series – a
collection of stories defining and detailing issues, giving voters in Stratford
a basis to form or refine their opinions
ahead of the 2022 provincial and municipal elections. These stories are a-political in the sense that they do not endorse
any particular candidate(s). They have
been written only to help provide you the
necessary data to come to an informed
opinion.

...New Tom Patterson Theatre
Continued from page 2

flagship theatre redefined classical
performance, just as the design of the
“Receiving this award is a testament permanent Festival Theatre heralded a
to the unwavering dedication of count- new era in Canadian architecture. Now,
less individuals who worked tireless- seven decades later, the Tom Patterson
ly to realize this project,” said Hari- Theatre, designed by Siamak Hariri,
ri. “The design is a celebration of the is set to define the next great chapter
Festival’s connection to its city and its of the Stratford Festival’s history. It’s
community, and provides a platform a glittering jewel simultaneously illufor new initiatives at this beloved cul- minating the shores of the Avon Rivtural institution.”
er while reflecting the beauty of the
The Governor General’s Medals in surrounding parkland. It is both grand
Architecture are given every two years and intimate, welcoming audiences to
to recognize and celebrate excellence the generous lobby spaces and drawing
in recently built – and designed – proj- them to the heart of the theatre, the auects completed by Canadian architects.   ditorium.”
They were preceded by the Massey
The Tom Patterson Theatre has been
Medals, established in 1950. In 1957, honoured around the world since its
Rounthwaite & Fairfield Architects recent completion, winning the globwas awarded the Gold Medal by the al Architecture MasterPrize, the U.K.
Massey Foundation for the design of Civic Trust Award and the Design Exthe Festival Theatre.  
cellence Award from the Ontario As“In the 1950s, the creation of the sociation of Architects, as well as the
iconic thrust stage in the Festival’s OAA’s People’s Choice Award.
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Stratford General Hospital Archives Hoping to Expand Collection

EXPANDING THEIR COLLECTION

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Stratford General Hospital Archive volunteers Joan MacDermid and Janette Veal showcase
some items from the collection. Joan is holding a photograph of Alexandra Munn. Alexandra was a graduate of the Stratford General Hospital Training School for Nurses in 1913.
She was Lady Superintendent of the school from 1919 to 1927. In 1927 she was seconded to by the Ontario Department of Health to set up standardized registration exams for
graduating nurses in Ontario. Below the photo on the left is the gold and red enamel pin
given to her on graduation. It has a gold S with an engraving of Stratford General Hospital
superimposed over a red enamel cross, embellished with gold filigree. The pin on the right
is the gold medallion given by the City of Stratford for highest proficiency. It features the
Coat of Arms of Stratford with a locomotive in the centre. Janette is holding a silver sugar
bowl presented to Stratford General Hospital on its opening in May 1891. It was a gift of
Mrs. W. E. Jones wife of William Jones, a jeweler on Market Street.

The Stratford General Hospital (SGH)
Archives is actively seeking items to
add to its collection that will enhance its
knowledge and understanding of the rich
history of medicine in Stratford and area.
Established in 1993, the Archives showcases the history of the nurses training
school which operated from 1892 to 1971,
and the hospital. The Archive’s collection
includes various records, medical equipment and commemorative nursing pins
and rings.
“Each and every piece from the collection tells a story, makes a historical statement. It reflects the values and influences
of its time in our institution and in our
community. It’s the real deal about our
past,” says Janette Veal, Archives Volunteer.
Donations of SGH School of Nursing
pins and rings would be especially appreciated. Memorabilia and artifacts such
as: nursing documents, early twentieth or
nineteenth century napkin rings, nurses’ instrument kits, vintage stethoscope,

vintage labelled medication containers,
vintage Oxford style duty shoes (white or
black) and wrought iron basin stands are
also of interest.
All donations will be catalogued
and preserved by Archive volunteers.
Throughout the year the Archives creates
displays for the hospital’s Main Lobby
and other events to showcase our proud
heritage and the changing face of hospital
care.
“It is our hope in partnership with SGH
Foundation to expand our exhibit space
with the creation of a new gallery to accommodate larger furnishings, medical
equipment, and mannequins,” adds Veal.
“Community donations are an excellent
opportunity to contribute to the growing
awareness of the rich resources of our
hospital history.”
Those interested in donating items
can leave a message at 519-272-8210
ext. 2547 or fill out a form on the Huron
Perth Healthcare Alliance’s website at
www.hpha.ca.

PUBLIC INPUT INVITED - STRATFORD LANDFILL
SITE - REMINDER

The City of Stratford welcomes feedback on the operation of its Romeo Street landfill
site, and there are several options to provide it.
Comments can be made to the Infrastructure and Development Services department
by calling 519-271-0250 extension 5261, or by emailing mcronin@stratford.ca, by
Thursday, June 9, 2022. Comments received will be included with the agenda for the
meeting.
Citizens are also invited to comment on the operation of the landfill site at the upcoming Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at 3:30 p.m., by requesting to appear as a delegation.

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

(FRED GONDER PHOTOS)

A group of kayakers took to the Avon River near Tom Patterson Island recently with their
personal crafts all lit up with festive looking lights to help guide the way (and spread a
little cheer) during their evening paddle.

Delegation requests can be made by completing the Delegation Request Form, available on the City’s website at https://forms.stratford.ca/IT-Services/Clerks-Corporate-Services/Delegation-Request-Form. Alternatively, requests can be made by contacting the City Clerk at clerks@stratford.ca. Requests to appear as a delegation must
be submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, 2022. Details for participating in the meeting will be provided once the request is confirmed. This meeting will
be held electronically via Zoom and a link to watch the meeting while in progress
will be available on the first page of the Sub-committee agenda at the following link:
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2022-06-29-1630-Infrastructure-Transportation-and-Safety-Sub-commi
Answers to some frequently asked questions about the Stratford Landfill Site can be
found on the City’s website at https://www.stratford.ca/en/live-here/landfill-faq.aspx.

MEETING SCHEDULE

June 13

Committee of the Whole In-camera

5:00 p.m.

Electronic Participation

June 13

Regular Council and Standing Committees

7:00 p.m.

Electronic Participation

June 14

Social Services Sub-committee

4:30 p.m.

Electronic Participation

June 16

Community Services Sub-committee

CANCELLED

Meetings continue to be held electronically. Agendas, including a link to watch the
meeting while in progress, are available on the City’s website. A video of the meeting
will also be posted to the City’s website once available.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.STRATFORDTIMES.COM
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LITERARY (ESSAY & POEM) WINNERS

Stratford Times

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)

The winners of the Stratford Legion Branch 8 Fall Remembrance Day Literary & Poster
contest in the poem and essay portions include (winners listed from first place through
fourth): Poetry, Junior – Ruby Munford (Gr. 6 – St. Joseph Catholic School), Georgia Rae
(Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School), Colin Priestap (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School),
Leighton Nickel (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School); Intermediate – Grace vanZandwijk (Gr. 7 – Stratford & District Christian School), Sydney Smith (Gr. 7 – St. Joseph
Catholic School), Averianna Pol (Gr. 7 – Stratford & District Christian School), Therese
Charlesworth (Gr. 7 – Blessed Carlo Acutis Continuing Education School); Senior – Mya
Moore (Gr. 10 – St. Michael’s Catholic Secondary School); Essay, Junior – Ethan Bridges
(Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School), Reed Brown (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School),
Dylan Simpson (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School), Emerie Smith (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius
Catholic School); Intermediate – Marta Rintoul (Gr. 8 – St. Aloysius Catholic School);
Senior – Mya Moore (Gr. 10 – St. Michael’s Catholic Elementary Secondary School) (not all
winners present for photo).

POSTER (COLOUR) WINNERS

The winners of the Stratford Legion Branch 8 Fall Remembrance Day Literary & Poster
contest in the poster (colour) portions include (winners listed from first place through
fourth): Primary – Jenna Antonio (Gr. 3 – Bedford Public School), Arianne Ferrer (SK – St.
Aloysius Catholic School), Jolea Sanchez (Gr. 3 – Avon Public School), Lucia Sanchez
(Gr. 3 – Bedford Public School); Junior – Emylio De La Vega (Gr. 6 – Blessed Carlo Acutis
Continuing Education School), Kathy Nguyen (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School),
Dylan Simpson (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School), Olivia Gillespie (Gr. 6 – Avon Public
School); Intermediate – Isabel De La Vega (Gr. 8 – Blessed Carlo Acutis Continuing Education School), Hannah Bomasuit (Gr. 8 – Stratford Intermediate School), Khalid Farid
(Gr. 8 – Stratford Intermediate School), Lindsay Van Straaten (Gr. 9 – St. Michael Catholic
Secondary School); Senior – Maria De La Vega (Gr. 11 – Blessed Carlo Acutis Continuing
Education School) (not all winners present for photo).

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
I look forward to serving
Perth-Wellington at
Queen's Park.

Authorized by the CFO for the Matthew Rae campaign

POSTERS (BLACK & WHITE) WINNERS

The winners of the Stratford Legion Branch 8 Fall Remembrance Day Literary & Poster
contest in the poster (black & white) portions include (winners listed from first place
through fourth): Primary – Hayes Francis (Gr. 3 – Bedford Public School), Alba Weiler (Gr.
3 – Bedford Public School), Kase Van Den Tempel (Gr. 3 – Bedford Public School), Hendrick Cheney (Gr. 3 – Bedford Public School); Junior – Annika Hoyles (Gr. 6 – Avon Public
School), Natalie Hofman (Gr. 6 – Avon Public School), Fynneas McDonnell (Gr. 6 – St.
Ambrose Catholic School), Claire Readings (Gr. 6 – St. Aloysius Catholic School); Intermediate – Sophie Keane-Ellison (Gr. 8 – Stratford Intermediate School), Ava De Graauw (Gr.
8 – Jeanne Sauvé Catholic School), Rachel Sinko (Gr. 8 – St. Aloysius Catholic School),
Kaitlyn Cant (Gr. 8 – Stratford Intermediate School) (not all winners present for photo).

ZONE HONOUREES

Zone winners for the Branch 8 Fall 2021 Remembrance Day Poster and Literary contest
included Mya Moore (third in senior essay, first in senior poem), Jenna Antonio (second
in primary colour poster), Ethan Bridges (second in junior essay), Hayes Frances (third
in primary black & white poster) and Sophie Keane-Ellison (third in intermediate black &
white poster). Those present were joined by C2 Zone Youth Education Chair Kelly Hoffman
from Branch 412.

United Way seeks to grow
Urgent Needs Fund

After introducing access to its Urgent
Needs Fund (UNF) through the 211 helpline, United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) is
now working to grow the fund, helping ensure it can continue assisting people across
Perth-Huron with immediate, pressing
needs.
“The UNF fills a gap in the local network
of human services,” said UWPH Executive
Director Ryan Erb. “This past year alone,
we helped over 800 people with pressing
needs such as groceries, emergency car repairs, bill arrears and more. To make sure
the UNF continues, we’re asking people in
the community who already have a safety
net in times of need to give in support of
those who don’t.”
As part of UWPH’s efforts to grow the
UNF, the organization is appealing to local
members of the health-care community —
including chiropractors, physiotherapists,
dentists and more.
“Our local health care providers often see
firsthand whose who are struggling, such

as patients who need treatments but can’t
afford them,” Erb added. “We know they
understand the needs in the community and
we want to work together to ensure vulnerable people can get help in a time of need.”
To give, people can drop off or mail donations to the UWPH offices at 32 Erie Street
in Stratford, N5A 2M4. Donations can also
be made online. Visitperthhuron.unitedway.ca and click ‘Donate Now’.
The UNF is designed to support local
residents in a time of crisis with funds
for essentials such as rent, groceries, car
repairs and medication and is now accessible through the 211 hotline. Available 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week,
365-days-a-year in over 150 languages,
dialling 2-1-1 puts people in touch with
a trained 211 Navigator who will assess
the caller’s challenges and search for local
supports. If the navigator determines the
UNF would be the best way to help, they
will begin the simple, non-judgemental
application process.
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Walk for Alzheimer’s in-person for first time since COVID-19 Pandemic

Stratford Times Correspondent

Stratford’s edition of Walk for Alzheimer’s took place in Upper Queen Park on
May 28. The walk was in-person for the
first time since 2019 due to the COVID-19
Pandemic.
Teresa Weicker, the fund development
assistant and CSS dementia educator
for the Alzheimer Society of Huron and
Perth counties, said that there are 3,047
Huron-Perth residents living with Alzheimer’s or dementia.
"For every one person living with Alzheimer's or dementia, there's three caregivers that also support them,” Weicker
said “If you look at that, it's over 12,000
people that we’re supporting in Huron
and Perth and we support them all.”
She added that there are people diagnosed with early onset dementia at
younger ages.
“There are people in their 40s and 50s

and even early 60s who are seeing dementia run in their family lines.”
Funds raised will provide support programs, social recreation, and programming and education. One of the recreational programs is Minds in Motion, an
hour-long program combining physical
and cognitive exercises. Minds in Motion was virtual twice a week due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, but recently moved
back to in-person sessions.
"They say when you get those endorphins going from your physical activity,
your cognitive piece, your ability to retain that information definetly increases,” Weicker said.
The Alzheimer Society of Huron and
Perth Counties hopes to raise $135,000.
In a follow-up email with the Stratford
Times, Weicker said that about $85,000
was raised as of June 1st. There were also
about 75 people attending the Stratford
event.
Red Bickell, the oldest participant at

...Canada Day parade

Continued from front
Malcolmson went on to say the other
events for the day – the concert and fireworks scheduled for the Stratford Education and Recreation Centre (SERC) are
still on track to happen, and he pointed out
that reports the Kinsmen had pulled their
support from the Santa Claus parade were
premature.
“The CAO (Joan Thompson) said that
we had pulled out of both parades, but so
far we’ve only indicated that the Canada
Day parade is the one we’re pulling out
of,” he said. “The club is very disappointed, as we’ve been doing this parade for a
quarter-century now. It doesn’t bode well
for a city to do what Stratford has done.
The Kinsmen just wanted to have the discussion and talk about the parade route
that the club preferred for safety reasons,
and they didn’t do that.”
Councillor Vassilakos explained in the
following quote submitted to the Times
her decision to vote against reconsidering
the resolution.
“There wasn’t a material change in information, presented at the meeting, from
the original staff report to support reconsideration. The safety concerns with the
closure of provincial highways remain.
The organizers of the parade were given
a number of viable options using city-controlled streets. It is very unfortunate that
they were not amenable to changing the
route after the original council decision,
however, I am hopeful that discussions
with city staff will continue.”
Councillor Ingram also voted against
reconsidering the motion and gave the following statement to the Times.
"I did not support the motion to reconsider because I was fairly certain that one
of the mover or seconder had not voted in
favour of the original motion. Not having
been present at the original meeting, I was
not certain and being that it was a recorded
vote, I was waiting for a member of Council present to question this. When it was

not questioned, and I did not have confirmation in front of me I voted in opposition
to avoid supporting an offside motion. I've
since confirmed with the clerk's office that
I was in fact correct and one of the two
members of Council had put forward their
name incorrectly."
Councillors Burbach and Sebben
weren’t present at the most recent meeting. On May 9th, Sebben posted this to his
Councillor Facebook page.
”Though I opposed, Council voted tonight to no longer allow parades on Ontario Street, Erie Street, or Huron Street.
This means both the Canada Day and Santa Claus Parade will no longer be able to
drive the routes they have for many years.
I will continue to oppose this change at
the next meeting, and was able to add an
amendment that this change be reviewed
in 2023.”
The route the Kinsmen have proposed
would see the parade run from St. Patrick
Street (with staging taking place on Worsley Street) to Erie Street, then Ontario and
turning onto Downie Street before finishing at the Cooper Site. It was a concession
they made in light of the ongoing construction limiting the use of Huron Street.
The City had three suggested options in
their initial staff report, but this route was
not among them.
A press release from the club issued on
June 7 reaffirmed their stance on withdrawing support from the parade but making it clear the other events would not be
affected. Asked if the resolution, which
Sebben pointed out is just for one year before its set to be reviewed in 2023, will be
an issue going forward, Malcolmson was
left asking his own questions.
“This is beyond comprehension, as
many places I have lived and worked have
had parades through the downtown core,”
he said. “Yes, the resolution is only for one
year, but the Kinsmen have to ask now,
‘where does this leave us?’. That’s something we can’t answer right now.”

GREETINGS

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

Teresa Weicker, a CSS dementia educator
for the Alzheimer Society of Huron and
Perth as well as the fund development assistant, greets people as they arrive at the
Walk For Alzheimer's on May 28.

90-years-old, attended the walk with his
family for the first time. Bickell said that
the Alzheimer’s Society of Huron Perth
means a lot to him and his family.
“Eleven years ago, I was diagnosed
with early dementia and I struggled with
it and fought over it,” he said. “I don't
think I'm too bad yet.”
The Alzheimer’s Society provided lots
of support for him and his family, includ-

ing the Minds in Motion program.
“It's good exercise. We get a lot of exercise out of it,” Bickell said.
Krystal Denow, another first-time participant, walked for her mother-in-law
who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in
the past year. Denow also had a grandfather with dementia, and the Alzheimer’s
society impacted her.
"When I helped take care of him, the
Alzheimer's Society was a great help and
support,” Deneau said. “All of the different tools and resources were super helpful with my family to make sure that we
have what we needed and the support that
we needed."
She hopes to attend the walk every year.
"It feels amazing. It's a beautiful day.
s The walk in Stratford is beautiful. The
scenery, everyone has been so great
and friendly,” she said “I can't wait to
see what next year brings. Hopefully, it
brings a bigger crowd every year, as more
people get comfortable with doing so, but
it’s been great.”
Elsewhere in Huron-Perth, there were
in-person walks in Clinton, Wingham,
Exeter, and Listowel. There was also a
hybrid walk in St. Marys where participants could either attend an in-person
event or walk on their own time with
a virtual walk. Donations will be collected until July and can be made on
alzheimer.ca/perth.

Stratford Branch 8

ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS
AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Branch 8 offers assistance, through the services of Veteran
Affairs Canada, to eligible veterans, their spouses, widows and
dependents through the Poppy Fund.
Veterans, in addition to emergency funding from the Poppy
Fund for shelter, food, fuel, clothing, prescription medicine and
medical devices, also are eligible for a medical alert monitoring
system, including maintenance and rental, to a maximum of
$1,500 annually.
Please contact Reg at the Legion 519-271-4540 for a consultation.
804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com
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PRIDE ON DISPLAY

Stratford hosted their Pride
Parade on Saturday, June 4,
with a large contingent (both
two and four-legged) showing up to give their support
to the movement.

VIRTUAL

June 16, 2022 at 7 p.m. via Zoom
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General
Meeting of the Members of the Clinton Public Hospital,
St. Marys Memorial Hospital, Seaforth Community
Hospital and Stratford General Hospital will be held on
Thursday, June 16, 2022 to:
1.

Receive Annual Reports of the Board of Directors,
including Financial Statements, together with the
Auditor’s Report thereon.

2.

Appoint Auditors.

3.

Amend each of the Hospital Corporation’s By-Laws.

4.

Receive the Ad Hoc Nominating Committee Report.

Only members of the hospital corporations shall be entitled to
vote at the Annual General Meeting.
Members of the public are welcome to attend!
RSVP to Sue Davey, Executive Assistant at 519-272-8205 or
susan.davey@hpha.ca to receive the Zoom link in advance of the
meeting.

│ www.hpha.ca

Destination Stratford has busy
summer scheduled

To share our passion for good food, Destination Stratford is excited to launch Stratford Al Fresco 2022 featuring expanded
outdoor dining experiences (including
paired wines, craft beers and drinks) and
safe outdoor dining areas at various spots
in the city. With spaces that fit over 200
people, you can dine outdoors with delicious takeout and accompanying drinks
from participating Stratford restaurants.
We’ve got restaurants offering a variety
of cultures and tastes waiting be enjoyed
under the sun or stars. You can take these
delicious meals to any of the designated Al
Fresco dining locations around the city.
We are thrilled to welcome back Here For
Now Theatre this summer! The 2022 season is all about embracing the darkness to
move towards the light - with bravery, honesty, radical self-acceptance and laughter.
The season will run from July 5- Sept.
11, with 100-plus performances for intimate audiences. This will be the third annual season the company has produced, but
excitingly, it is the first where performances will be taking place indoors. Shows will
take place Tuesday - Sunday at 4 p.m. and 8
p.m. at the Falstaff Family Centre in Stratford, Ontario. Performances are typically
50–75 minutes in length. Get your tickets today!
Stratford's much-loved and seasonal favourite Stratford Summer Music will re-

turn on July 21 and run until August 14. An
annual multi-week music festival with over
100 events featuring 350-plus individual
artists, is set in indoor and outdoor venues
throughout downtown Stratford. With an
artistic vision to produce, to the highest
standards possible, an annual program of
diverse and exciting musical performances
by local, provincial, national and international artists and to provide the widest possible range of musical genres on our stages,
Stratford Summer Music exposes audiences to a standard of musical excellence
difficult to find outside large urban centres.
Visitors can engage in a wide range of musical experiences throughout July and August.
Mark your calendar for August 4-7 to
discover a World in a Weekend - an exciting partnership between PuppetWorks
and Stratford Summer Music. A fun filled
weekend, perfect for families to enjoy.
During your summer stay, take a trip to
the Stratford Perth Museum and discover their new outdoor theatre, the Player’s
Backstage, which will be the venue for
the complete works of Walt Wingfield. For
seven incredible Sunday nights Rod Beattie, as city stock broker turned farmer Walt
Wingfield, will deliver a complete canon of
seven one-man plays, one play per night –
as city stockbroker turned gentleman farmer Walt Wingfield.
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Fifty-Four Years of Art in the Park

LISA CHESTER-HANNA
Stratford Times Correspondent

It was 1968 and Art In The
Park in Stratford was born, the
brainchild of Mrs. Yvonne Singer. After teaching art in Ottawa,
she moved to Stratford with her
husband who worked as director
of Workshop Programming for
the Festival Theatre.
Prior to moving to Stratford,
Singer won the support of the National Art Centre in Ottawa and
opened an open-air art exhibition
on the terraces of the NAC. She
thought the parks in Stratford to
be the perfect spot for this same
type of project, given the beauty,
the abundance of artists and the
worldwide audience of the Festival.
She joined forces with the
‘Women’s Committee’ of the
Stratford Art Association, got
support from Mr. Bob Ihrig,
director of Rothman’s Gallery
and obtained permission from the
Parks Board to get the show going on a trial monthly basis.
And so, Art in the Park was
born.
The first show in Queens Park
opened with about 25 exhibitors.
The set up was lax and informal
with little structure. Space was
supposed to be assigned on a first
come first served basis, but artists would show up at any time
throughout the day and show
whatever they wanted. There was
no jury or leadership. Because
the concept was so new, no one
really knew what it was supposed
to look like.
The park suffered through carelessness; using park benches for
displays, propping artwork up
against or hanging from trees and
driving on the grass. This drew
the ire of the Parks Board and
ultimately, demands were made
and met in order for the exhibit to
continue. These demands became
the rules governing the show.
Among those demands were that
there be a screening body to jury
the artwork, that an executive
be developed that was responsible for enforcing rules and who
comes and goes, and that exhibitors have group liability insurance for the show.
This year there are sixty members of the Art in the Park
organization, of which there
are fifteen new this year. To
become a member, the system first involves applying
online after a call to artists
for submission, with six
photographs and a bio which
are stripped of any identifying information in order to
maintain total impartiality
of the jurors. The three independent jurors that are
linked to the art industry are
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not members of the association
so are without bias. Each artist
submits their work within one of
nine categories and are judged
based on criteria including originality, style.
Once an artist has been accepted they do not need to reapply
each subsequent season. They are
required to show 10 days minimum each season and are signed
in for the morning and signed out
in the evening.
Bev Hewitt is a stained-glass
artist and also volunteers within
the executive. He moved to Stratford seven years ago. Among his
work, he rescued some stained
glass from St John’s United
Church when it was demolished
six years ago and has created
replica windows from the church.
The religious windows were restored and repaired and moved to
Avondale church. He went back
to the church before the wrecking
ball hit and agreed to buy some
of the glass and has created other
pieces from it.
“For me to do something like
this, I was just talking to some
people from Chicago area. It’s
just fascinating the people that
come through and generally, peo(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)
ple asking questions. You can ART IN THE PARK IS BACK
talk to the artists that love what A display of paintings from Christopher Cape is shown off at one of the
they do. We’ve got new ones with many artist display areas at Art in the Park. The annual Stratford Sumstuff I’ve never seen before,” said mer tradition runs every Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday (weather
permitting) until the end of September.
Hewitt.
Long-time Art in the Park
One of the new artists this year, troduction to clay for children to
member David Humphries is
Chris Cape, has been painting make their own name tags.
“It’s a fun way to entertain kids a wood turner of exotic woods
full time out of Guelph. He has
spent the last eight years painting and give parents a few moments showing beautiful bowls and suin the great outdoors, “En Plein on their own to appreciate the shi plates with chopsticks. He is
wellAir” and is inspired by move- artwork surrounding them,” said a
Cuturic.
known
ment. He works on
location in the field to
St Marys Farmers’Market
bring a deeper connection with his subEvery Saturday 8am to noon
at “The Flats”
ject. His card says his
paintings are meant to
activate, in the viewer, FARM FRESH PRODUCE
a moment of wonder. LOCALLY RAISED MEATS
FRESH BAKED GOODS
He is very impressed
CHEESE & CRAFTS & more…
by his surroundings
and the show.
Coming Event:
Another new artist
St. Marys Homecoming Pancake Breakfast
in the clay category
July 2: 8am to noon
is Visnja Cuturic of
Mitchell Pottery. Her
Plus: Strawberry season!!!
first year at Art in the
Fresh strawberries should be arriving
Park brings not only
late June into July
her fabulous work, but
www.stmarysfarmersmarket.ca or
also the hands-on inCheck facebook frequently for Updates!
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exhibitor in the park and lives in
Stratford. He has been showing
since 1989.
“People weren’t as busy back
then, as they are now. Things
have changed, the world’s gotten
busier but we still have the same
group basically with the same
core values, which are working together, helping each other,
having organization values. Artists were encouraged to work, to
show their process if they could
and answer questions. They were
to encourage other artists and
show an interest in the art world
and young people, who might
then pick up a brush and give it a
try,” he said.
Artists learn from other artists
which is the basis of their creed.
Purchasing art is still in style.
There is still that core group that
like to talk to the artists rather
than purchase something digitally.
Humphries also sees the members as ambassadors of the city.
They meet a lot of tourists and
are often asked questions in conversation like where is a good
place to eat, or to stay. There is
a symbiotic relationship between
the arts and hospitality, pointing
each other’s way and bringing return visits.
It’s all part of the Stratford experience and has been for 54 seasons. Art in the Park runs May 21September 28 on Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays (weather
permitting). To learn more about
Art in the Park, visit their website
at www.artintheparkstratford.ca.

WE'RE HIRING!

General Labour,
Warehouse & Office Jobs!

STRATFORD TIMES

Contribute to your local community
newspaper! Send articles, sports or
event recaps, and photos to

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

CALL/TEXT:
519-275-2742

190 Ontario St. in Stratford

18

June 2022

Stratford Times

Stratford District Horticultural Society Garden Tour
returns in July

LISA CHESTER-HANNA
Stratford Times Correspondent

The Stratford Garden tour returns to
town Sunday, July 3 after a two year hiatus due to the pandemic. Ron Nichol, who
sits on the Garden Tour committee is happy to see the return. The Stratford District
Horticultural Society (SDHS) has a number of different committees for different
events for example, there is a committee
for the annual plant sale in May, and educational events.
The garden tour has been going on about
twenty-five years, with the exception of
the last two. It first started in the late 90’s,
early 2000’s. This year, there are eight private houses encompassing the tour. The
houses are selected sometimes by people
in the community recommending a particular garden, or it could be a member
of the Horticultural Society volunteering
their own garden to be included. There is
no specific criteria for selection, just an
interest in gardening and some interesting
gardens to show.
There is an unofficial criteria that a
house that has been on the tour cannot
be in the tour again for ten years. Every
year provides a new experience to participants, making the tour a wonderful event
to make an annual outing.
Tour participants can usually expect to
see the homeowners around to answer

BACK ON TOUR

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)

he Stratford Garden Tour, put on by the Stratford and District Horticultural Society, returns
to an in-person event this July for the first time in two years.

questions. There will be two volunteers
from the SDHS at each of the eight home
gardens checking passes, answering questions, and showing the way in and out.
“There will also be a Master Gardener

on hand from the Stratford District Master
Gardeners for plant identification and the
homeowner is on hand to answer questions
about the development of the garden, what
the criteria for the selection of plants is,
if they have a particular focus, like shade
or sun, or a native pollinator garden,” explained Nichol.
The gardens selected this year should
prove to be interesting with unique development rather than commonality. One
garden included on the tour belongs to
Kathy and Ross Robertson, at 28 Blowes
Drive. Here you are greeted by a lively and
colourful front garden before the porch
where the Robertsons can enjoy the view
in a pair of chairs. Kathy has been gardening for over 40 years at various homes, but
this was her first with what would become
her sun garden. When building their current home, they told the builder not to put
grass in the backyard, knowing then that
the back would transform into what it is
today.
“We moved into this house, coming up
to four years, this is the third summer. We
wanted to create a view, rather than just
the fence. It’s a new neighbourhood with
no trees, so I thought we had to make the
most with what we had. We told the builder no grass, and it was just the clay dirt
so we brought in truckloads of dirt and
compost, there’s still some clay but we’re
working on that. We have lots of worms
now,” laughed Kathy.
Clay has been a struggle, particularly
the second summer when there was too
much rain. To combat the excess moisture
a French drain was installed with weeping
tiles.
She still has about 175 seedlings left to
plant mostly zinnias, but not your ordinary
zinnia. These seeds were colours that you
don’t see, and some that will be 5 feet tall.
There’s a specific sunflower that she has
wanted to get that look more like a daisy,

and has been looking for these seeds for a
couple years now.
“I try to get as much colour as I can because I’m an artist and paint flowers. I’m
always looking for photos that I can paint,
so I have been out there photographing the
pink tree peony in all its forms to try to
get a painting out of that. Funnily enough
I also like tomatoes and like to paint them
as well,” said Robertson.
Robertson is not a member of the Horticultural Society but has extensive gardening experience. Being a member is not a
prerequisite to having your garden as part
of the tour. Her skills as a professional
photographer and artist lend well to her
choices in colours and design.
“It’s nice for people to see different
things, and different types of gardens,”
said Kathy, “and it’s fun,” added Ross.
“You see some manicured pristine gardens that are beautiful, and you see some
that are jungles that are beautiful, sort of a
natural thing,” he said.
In the garden there is different textures
and colours. She is a fan of lime green in
the garden so there are a number of perennials in her favourite colour. She thinks
because she was a food stylist, she is good
at arranging things and is good with colour
and texture which is what is essential to a
food stylist. She hasn’t had to spend too
much time moving things around, once
they were planted they mostly stayed.
“Except once I found I had three white
things together and I nearly lost my mind.”
She planned it quite well, and every
morning sits and thinks about what might
go where. She even drew a map to scale
to identify what was where, because with
hundreds of plants it’s easy to forget what
might be coming up in the spring.
“Every time we go to the nursery she
says she’s not going to buy anything more
but then it’s oh! Look at that,” laughed
Ross.
“I always feel that if you have a nice
backyard and you enjoy being in it, especially during COVID, it was really nice.
We are lucky with the sunroom; it’s really
long so we could have two people at the
table and two in the middle and two at the
end of the room and everyone could safely
visit.”
What is unique about the garden, is that
it is accessible. Kathy is handicapped and
designed the garden to accommodate her
limitations. There’s stones throughout the
garden for her to reach the plants safely
with room for her to get around. By the
time visitors come for the garden tour on
July third, you can expect lots of blues and
oranges, purples and lime greens, as the
beautiful perennials will have matured.
Kathy’s paintings are often available
to see and purchase at Village Studios at
the Festival Market Mall. Tickets for the
Stratford Garden Tour are available to purchase at Cozyn’s Garden Gallery and Sebringville Garden Centre. Passes are $15
each or two for $25. The event runs from
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., and for the holdouts who
wait until the day of to buy passes, there
will be a table outside of City Hall on July
3 until 1p.m.
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Feore, McMillan
give Golden
Bears potential
doubles
dominance

MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

Anyone of a certain age is very
familiar with who John Wooden
was and what he meant to the
game of college basketball. He
pulled the strings of the UCLA
Bruins’ men’s basketball dynasty
for nearly four decades, winning
10 national titles along the way.
Among the reasons Wooden
stands out among his peers is a
philosophy he became associated with: the pyramid of success.
Decades of observation went into
listing 25 common behaviours
of successful people: friendship,
skill, poise, cooperation and patience among them.
And now you’re asking yourself this question: what does this
have to do with two high school
tennis players who likely have
never been mentioned in the
same breath as the Wizard of
Westwood before?
It’s a simple answer. Meg Feore
and Ava McMillan have come to
personify the traits that Wooden
identified, and they’ve used those
traits to propel themselves to provincial attention on the tennis
court.
Feore, a Grade 11 student, and
McMillan, who’s only in
Grade 10, have been the
brightest stars for the
Stratford District
Secondary
School’s
team
this

Suited Court Queens

season. The duo captured the
Huron-Perth championship in
early May before sweeping to
the WOSSAA title a week later. Their work together between
the lines sent them to the OFSAA championships in Toronto,
capping an amazing season that
saw them partner up at the high
school level for the first time.
Don’t bother going back to
double check what you just read
– it’s correct. First time partners.
That’s not to say they haven’t
teamed up before, but the Golden Bears’ golden girls were still
impressive in their first season
repping SDSS.
“We’ve played together at the
Stratford Tennis Club for about
five years, but this was our first
year together playing for the
high school,” Feore said. “We
paired up because we found there
weren’t a lot of girls our age playing in town, but once we started
playing together we found that
it was more than just a matter
of convenience – we suited
each other really well.”
Watching the pair play
increasingly
high-level
matches, you’d have
a hard time believing
that McMillan is the
only chill one out
there, but Feore
swears that’s the
case. She hints
that
she’s
the more
competitive

one,
and
that
McMillan
helps
level her out when
necessary.
For those of you keeping score with Wooden’s
pyramid, that ticks off the
following traits: cooperation,
enthusiasm, team spirit and
poise. That they recognize individual characteristics in each
other speaks to more maturity
than they show in a passing
glance.
Something to consider:
during their WOSSAA semi-final meeting with a duo from
London’s A.B. Lucas Secondary School, the London cham-

pions. While the Vikings duo had
several feisty or less-then-supportive things to say to each other, Feore and McMillan just took
care of what they had to in a matter-of-fact manner. The supportive part of their partnership is a
big plus in McMillan’s eyes.
“Going into the Huron-Perth champs, and even
going in to WOSSAA, we
weren’t stressing out about
stuff because
honestly not a
lot of teams
worried us,”
she said in
a
manner
that
came
off more as
a bland statement rather than
bragging. “Once
we got a look at teams,
we saw we could play
with them and that lowered
the stress levels. Meg is very
competitive but she’s a lot of
fun for me to play with. We can
laugh off anything on the court,
and you need to be able to have
fun out there even if you lose. If
I mess up, she doesn’t get upset;
we just move on to the next point
and figure it out.”
With a friendship off the court
that comes first, both Feore and
McMillan laude each other’s
skills – something their coach,
Stephen Fischer, echoes the
words the girls had for each other: they’re well suited to playing
alongside each other.
“Meg is fearless at the end
and she moves around up there
much more comfortably than
one might expect from someone so young,” he said. “Ava has
great power on the baseline – she
loves to pass players down the
line and she’s good at it. Having
Meg attach from the net with Ava
launching bombs from the baseline makes for an effective team.”
Fischer credits the fact that
both girls have played and practiced lots since they were young
kids, but also says they each have
a desire to win and continuing to
improve themselves. Asked if he
knew which one of the duo was
more laid back, the coach just
shrugged when he answered.
“I’m not sure because both of
them are pretty polished,” he
said. “Sometimes the player at
the net looks more graceful because they are volleying rather
than hitting with brute force.
They’re competitive and hungry,
but they don’t take themselves

too seriously. I think it’s a pretty
good balance.”
Building blocks continue to
stack up
With a pair of gold medals already around their necks and a
trip to provincials capping off
their first season together, Fischer was asked
to ponder something that could
be interesting
for the rest of
their competition locally
and
beyond:
is what Feore
and McMillan
have done
this season a
pre-

cursor to bigger
things to come?
“This is an exciting question because
I don’t believe they’ve
been really tested yet,”
Fischer said. “They will be
(at OFSAA), so I have to wonder, ‘will they rise to the occasion’? They both indicated after
WOSSAA that they did not play
their best tennis because no one
has pushed them yet – they have
another gear, and I think we’re
going to see that in Toronto.”
Asked whether they believe
they’ve met their own expectations this season, McMillan took
a beat before answering.
“We didn’t know how it would
go this year, either at Huron-Perth or at WOSSAA,
and we don’t have any expectations going to OFSAA
either,” she said. “We plan
on trying our best to compete with the best tennis
players in the province,
but we’ll also learn from
this and apply it next year.
Hopefully we’ll get back to
OFSAA.”
Feore nodded as her
partner spoke, but her own
thoughts on the matter
took things one step further. She accepted the
scope of what they’ve
accomplished to this
point, but said there are
still bigger goals on the
horizon to chase down
like a drop shot.
“Going to Toronto, we both know it’s
bigger but it doesn’t
change how we’re
looking at it,” she

said. “We want to get back to this
point next year and see how we
can improve on it. We have no
idea if we can win, but it’s going
to be fun trying.”
For a first year team, making it to provincials is impressive – bringing home a silver
is even more so. Feore and McMillan made it to the OFSAA
finals, dropping an 8-2 decision
to Havergal College of Toronto. Wooden couldn’t help but be
impressed with the application
of his pyramid here. Add confidence and competitive greatness to the list of traits already
discussed. And one we have already visited – skill – needs another look. As Fischer points out,
the upward arc may only just be
starting.
“They are still growing and
maturing physically, so it’s difficult to say how much but there is
upside for them,” he said.
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A World Black-Out

Local swimmer heading to World Down Syndrome Swimming Championships

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

A passionate swimmer from Stratford is
the newest member of the Canadian Down
Syndrome Swim Team.
Ameria Black, 16, is looking to add to
another gold medal to her collection when
she competes at the 10th World Down
Syndrome Swimming Championships in
Albufeira, Portugal in October. The Canadian Down Syndrome Swimming Association asked her to join the swim team in
December 2021.
The first thing Ameira said when asked
how she felt going to the World Down
Syndrome Swimming Championships
was “Happy,” before adding she was a bit
nervous.
The St. Michael’s Catholic Secondary
School student currently swims with the
Wilmot Aquatic Aces and competes as a
Special Olympics Ontario swimmer and
a Swim Ontario para swimmer. Ameria’s
collected several medals, including six
gold medals obtained from the Ontario
Festival Championships when she was in
the under 12 swimming division.
“She really likes those ones,” her mother, Jennifer Black said. “Those are the
ones she shows the most.”
Ameira earned more medals during the
Western Ontario Regional Championships
in the Mixed Para events in early June.
She competed against men and women
between the ages of 16-to-22-years-old.
Ameira, who was youngest swimmer of
the group, earned three bronze medals and
one silver medal.
When asked why she loves to swim,
Ameira said she enjoys learning the different strokes and swimming techniques.
Before the interview, she was at swim
practice working on her whip kick and
breast stroke techniques.
“My favourite stroke is butterfly,” she
said.
Ameira is at swim practice at least four
times a week and she also has dryland

AMEIRA BLACK
group of people to swim with as well.”
practices and goes for walks.
TRAINING DURING THE
SWIMMING SINCE THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
BEGINNING
At the start of the COVID-19 PandemAmeira’s been swimming from the time
she was five-months-old, and swimming ic, all sports were put on hold. When
competitively from the time she was six- COVID-19 shut down facilities like swimyears-old. Jennifer said that she put Am- ming pools, Ameira and Jennifer went
eira and her two siblings into swimming for walks to keep up endurance, making
lessons at a young age. The family is orig- walking challenges and playing music for
inally from Goderich and they were living Ameira to stay motivated. Jennifer also
near Lake Huron at the time and Jennifer found a virtual walking program that
wanted her children to be safe around awarded medals and her daughter also enthe water. Ameria’s older brother began joyed that.
During the summer, Ameira swam in
swimming competitively and she wanted
outdoor pools, in a family friend’s quarry
to do the same.
Black swam on and at Lake Huron.
“Being away from the pool and being
an
able-bodied
team when she first away from our coaches was hard. We tried
began swimming to do our best to do what we could from
competitively. She home,” Jennifer said.
ALONG WITH SWIMMING,
first competed with
other para swim- WHAT ELSE DOES AMEIRA LIKE
TO DO?
mers when moving
When not swimming, Ameira enjoys
to Stratford and began swimming for spending time engaging in her hobbies.
“I like to colour, and I like to walk somethe Wilmot Aquatic
times, and spending time with family and
Aces.
"She still swims friends,” she said.
Ameira also loves to watch TV and movagainst able-bodied
swimmers most of ies, particularly The Flash. The Ontario
the time, but then Para Swimming team encouraged her and
we also swim with the rest of the athletes to come up with a
the Special Olym- persona as they swim. Ameria becomes
pics. The team also Aqua Flash when she swims, named after
made sure she had the superhero from her favourite show and
her classification for her speedy swims.
FUNDRAISING FOR EVERY
to be classified as
PART OF ATTENDING THE
a para swimmer,”
WORLD DOWN SYNDROME
Jennifer said. “That
CHAMPIONSHIPS
gave
us
a
different
Ameira Black with mother Jennifer Black

As the Canadian Down Syndrome Swim
team lacks funding, each athlete has to do
their own fundraising for the upcoming
World swimming championships. Ameira and her family are looking to raise
$20,000 before the fall. The money covers
travel expenses, accommodations, food,
event fees, two new race suits and team
apparel, three coaches and a translator.
The fundraiser would also cover Ameira’s
summer training needed leading up to the
event.
“We have extra pool time and coaching
costs through the summer to keep her in
shape and ready to go for October,” Jennifer said. “Normally, we just start back at
the end of September.”
The GoFundMe page alone raised
$8,387 as of June 6. The Facebook page
Help Ameira Get to the World Down Syndrome Swimming Championships posts
about the progress and other fundraisers.
A garage sale on Victoria Day weekend
raised more than $3,800, with a subsequent bottle drive collecting $638.
An online auction fundraiser is open until June 17 with a variety of items including Theatre Woodstock tickets, a gift card
for Goderich’s Elizabeth’s Art Gallery,
and a Rheo Thompson goodie basket.
In a follow-up with the Stratford Times,
Jennifer said that the family reached nearly 75 per cent of the fundraising goal so
far.
Jennifer said that the support from the
Stratford community has been great and
people and businesses have been generous
with their donations. Although the family
lives in Stratford, they are not there often
because they are out of town for swimming practice.
“We have our roots are in Goderich area.
We moved to Chatham and Blenheim, so
we have swim family there, and now we're
in Stratford and I love Stratford and the
community has really stepped up for us,
especially considering we're not there that
often,” Jennifer said.
If the fundraiser collects more than
$20,000, the surplus will support other
athletes on the Canadian Down Syndrome
Swim Team and their families.
In a follow-up with the Stratford Times,
Ameira listed the many things she’s looking forward to during the World Down
Syndrome Swimming Championships.
“Being part of the Canadian Women’s
Relay team, making new friends, wearing
my new RED race suit,” she said via email.
“I will try my best to get PBs (personal
best times) and maybe win some medals!”
Before she heads to the global competition, Ameira will head to the Ontario Provincial Championships from July 7-10 in
Windsor, Ont.
To donate to Ameira’s GoFundMe
page,
visit
gofundme.com/f/
get-amiera-to-the-world-ds-swimming-championships?utm_campaign=p_
lico+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_
link&utm_source=customer. Visit https://
app.galabid.com/amieraswims/items to
participate in the online auction. Ameira’s journey can be followed on Facebook,
TikTok, and Instagram via @ameirawims.
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Flames fire up new softball season

U11 Flames at Mitchell FastballFest and U13 Flames at Mitchell FastballFest

U11
The Stratford Flames U11 Brickman
Huron Perth No Frills team opened their
season with a tough 15-10 decision to
Shakespeare. Serena Palmby went 3-for3 with one RBI and two runs scored, and
struck out three over two innings. Serina
Procter was 2-for-2 with a walk, a double
and an RBI.
The girls then lost another tough game,
11-7 to Mitchell. Palmby struck out four
across two innings while adding two hits
and an RBI. Procter chipped in with a
two-run double and a walk.
No Frills scored a walk-off 13-10 win
over Wilmot, as Hailee Priestap struck out
five over two innings while notching three
RBI. Sophia Koss chipped in with a single, two walks and two runs.
The girls were in Mitchell to take part
in FastballFest and brought the title home
with them. After a rough 1-2 start in pool
play, the Flames got hot: they beat undefeated Londesborough 20-5 in the semi-finals before edging the St. Marys Rockies
11-10 for the title.
Aubrey Schenk hit three homers, a triple and two singles to help account for 12
RBI, while Procter had six hits and three
RBI, and Sophia Koss added four hits
and two RBI. Schenk, Priestap, Palmby
and Penelope Bossence combined for 34
strikeouts over 19 innings.
Stratford Flames (Roth – Erie Drive-In)
came up just shy in a 14-9 loss to Brickman. Pitcher Aubrey Schenk struck out
three batters in the third inning to keep
her team in the game. Sidney Nelemans
and Stella Mabee both hit singles, and Avery Kelley got a homerun to contribute for
the nine runs.
The Elma Express then handed the
Flames a 14-11 defeat. Penelope Bossence
had a double, while Aubrey Schenk and
Emry McIntosh added hits as well. Lyle
Roth, Sidney Nelemans, Felicity Parish
and Madison McKenzie also chipped in
offensively.
The RC Hardscape Flames competes

in the Grand Valley/PWSA league
and they opened their season by
going 3-1. They posted wins
over Waterloo Gold, Waterloo Black and Guelph
while dropping a game to
Kitchener. They then beat
league newcomer London
17-5 before avenging their
loss to Kitchener with a
6-4 win.
Delia Bucholz, Avery
Marshall and Abby Herold shared the pitching
duties. Milana Verellen
drove in 3 runs, and Kiyah Marshall hit in 2 runs and scored 2.
Megan Keller had 2 hits and 2 runs scored.
The girls then added a 17-3 win over
Guelph to their 7-1 record. Reese Flanagan homered in the win, while Bucholz
had three hits and Milana Verellen added
two. Marchall, Herold and Bucholz took
care of pitching duties, with Elyn Hannon
and Marshall scoring three runs apiece.
The Stratford Axes Flames, a group of
U9 players who are playing up this season, have posted a 2-3 record so far this
year.
They went 1-2 at the Mitchell FastballFest tournament before going to Atwood
and coming up just short in a 10-9 loss.
Avery Canal and Kiyah Marshall took
care of the pitching duties, while Marshall
added a home run and a double to the
offence. Pierce MacNeil added two hits
while Lainey Kittmer and Ally Chatwick
each had one. Aubrey Vail scored a pair
of runs.
U13
Stratford kicked off their season in
style, routing the Clinton Mustangs 144. Violet Hartman led the charge with a
two-run homer. Catcher Bella Golder and
pitcher Claire Turner teamed up to stymie
the Mustangs bats, while the team came
together behind them in a solid defensive
effort.
In tournament action, the Flames took
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part in the Mitchell FastballFest and
came home with the hardware. They
opened play by beating the host Mitchell
Hornets 10-4, as Rilee Himburg and Nell
McIntosh both were swinging a big stick
in combining to drive in four runs. Game
2 was a 9-5 win over the Shakespeare
Falcons, while Game 3 saw the Flames
top the Alma Avengers 5-4. Bella Rae,
Kaitlyn Janssens and Turner all turned in
strong performances on the rubber, with
Rae and Quinn Ritzel flashing the leather defensively. Kennedy Vail and Turner
turned in strong offensive performances
to lead the win.
In the semi-finals, Stratford clipped the
Carunna Giants 13-9. Offensive leaders
for the Flames were Turner, Vail, Vittoria
Brander, McIntosh, Golder and Rae, while
Zoey Spacek and Gracie Radke turned in
stellar defensive work to help preserve the
win.
Stratford then squared off with the
Londesborough Legends for the title and
locked it up following a 6-4 win. Himburg, Turner, Rae and McIntosh each stole
home during the win, while McIntosh also
swung a big stick. Brander added a run
scored, while Rae pitched a strong game
and also chipped in with a few key defensive plays to ensure the win.
The team wanted to give Ava Van Dyk
a shoutout, as the injured Flame was the
lead cheerleader throughout the tournament.

U15
The houseleague Flames
went 1-2 in their
opening three
games of the
season. They lost
20-3 to the Shakespeare Falcons before
beating the Ingersoll
Iron Birds 10-6. They
then lost to Shakespeare
again by a 9-8 count.
Rachel Barber led the
team’s offence during
that stretch.
U17
The Sirkel Foods U17 opened their season with a 17-9 loss at the hands of Fullarton. Newcomer Kaleigh Pautler stood out
on defence with some flashy glovework.
Game 2 saw the girls take on Brussels and
come away with a 16-6 defeat. Kristen
Segeren did well pitching for the Flames,
and the defence helped keep the team in
the game once again.
U21
The U21 Huron Perth MVP Brewing Co.
Flames opened their season with a tough
15-1 deefeat at the hands of the Goderich
Seahawks. Olivia Chartrand doubled for
the Flames, while Grace Wideman, Kylie
Robinson and Hailey Illman each added
singles.
Dorchester then handed the Flames a
16-1 loss. Torri Wilson smacked a double for Stratford, while Brooklyn Lange,
Marley LaCourse and Chartrand added
singles. The team then lost to Cambridge
but the score was not reported.
The girls then dropped a 21-9 decision
to Goderich. Illman, Marissa Winkel and
Kenya Mailloux were strong with the bats
in the loss.
Springfield then used a seventh-inning
rally to down the Flames 19-12. Illman
once again pitched a strong game for
Stratford, while Wideman, Chartrand and
LaCourse each added singles and Illman
pitched in with a double.
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Just Roll With It

Retro Rollers bring the vibes to their new Stratford location
MATTHEW HARRIS
Stratford Times Editor

If Elaine Beck and Philip Morris have
things their way, the phrase ‘let the good
vibes roll’ will have a much bigger meaning when they open the doors to their
rollerskating shop in Stratford later this
month.
Beck and Morris are the minds behind
Retro Rollers, a shop that is ‘everything
roller skates’ and then some. Originally opened at the North London Optimist
Community Centre on Cheapside Street,
the duo made the decision to expand and
have their new location at 65 Albert Street.
Inside you’ll find everything from boots
and wheels, bearings, safety gear and
more. But it’s the stuff that’s not on the
walls that Beck and Morris are hoping will
create a vibe that goes beyond their shop.
“We had been seeing both a generation
of young individuals not really socializing,
and a generation of mature individuals
growing rather frustrated by this,” Beck
said. “For us being the do-ers that we are,
we decided to simply do something about
it. Once we were reintroduced to roller
skating, it truthfully was an organic decision.”
Clicking on the ‘About Us’ link on Retro’s website, their mission statement is
there for all to see: this is the vibe you’ve
been searching for. Beck and Morris believe the world is a far better place when
colour and flair are added to the mix, and
that’s what they hope Retro Rollers is going to bring to the local community.
“For those individuals that prefer to
break away from ‘rules’, and be free in
their form of expression – we want those
people to know this is a safe environment
to do just that: be unique in your own creative style,” Beck said. “Expect the unexpected and keep an open mind so that
a new generation of roller skaters can feel
welcome!”
Roller skating had its heyday back in
the late 1970s and early 1980s before fading into the background with the riding
popularity of inline skates/rollerblades.
So for Beck, formerly employed at a law
firm, and Morris, a former contractor, to
go from stable jobs to roller skating gear
gurus might seem a little … odd. But there
was no choice in their minds once they
caught the vibe for themselves.
“We both were always seeking something perhaps more fulfilling than the
jobs we had, and when we visited Scooter’s Roller Palace in Mississauga for our
son’s birthday, we realized then and there
we had to get involved in roller skating
in some capacity,” Beck said. “Once we
found what that capacity was, we left our
jobs and have been pivoting to suit our
needs and the needs of the roller skating
community.”
As all good backstories go, Retro Rollers
began when Beck and Morris rolled out
their goods on the road. Starting off as an
events-based business that ran remote roller skating events all over the map, things
began to come into focus once the pair began working with the City of London and
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Elaine Beck, left, and Philip Morris have brought their own unique spin to the world of roller skating with their Retro Rollers skate shop on Albert Street. Anyone wanting to get into
the action can find all they need and then some -- including, as Beck and Morris say -- the
vibe you've been looking for.

their roller skating program there. Their
small skate shop in the North London Optimist Community Centre had a captive
audience, but Beck says they were still on
the lookout for something more. And their
attention kept coming back to Stratford,
which in the end made perfect sense for
them – close to home and to their London
store. With the new spot locked up, the
dream began to form.
Part of that, and a big part to the Stratford
location, is the inclusion of a roller studio.
A place that has all the feel of a roller rink
but without the wood floor, Beck and Morris said its part of the whole package for
their clients.
“Our studio has mirrors, lights, projector screen and music, of course,” she said.
“We don’t just sell the roller skates and
send you off – we also want to provide the
community with a space to learn. We intend on running more drop-in classes in
the summer, and progressive group sessions in the winter months. One program
that gains the most attention is ‘Quadfit’,
which is fitness on skates. Since any given

person can burn anywhere between 400600 calories an hour in roller skates, we
decided to take that up a notch and make
something that is already fun level up even
more! Quadfit incorporates toning muscles
with drill movements, which also amplifies skills for when you take skating to the
rink/street/park or anywhere. We’ll also
have Learn to Skate classes for different
ages, and Rhythm Skate lessons with choreography.”
Go on, catch your breath. It’s a lot to
take in for beginners, but Beck and Morris grasp that. Their website has a wellplanned FAQ listing, but Beck points out
they’re more than willing to go over questions with customers before getting too far
down the road.
“Sizing is key and we help with this process, whether its online or in person, and
once we are aware of your size we can
steer you in a number of directions that
will best suit your needs and desires,” she
said. “We are often asked what our ‘cheapest’ skate is, and truth be told, cheap is expensive. This means they have purchased a

hundred dollar skate, for example, only for
it to fall apart in a few months or even less.
A less pricey skate may also provide you
with an experience in roller skating that is
not accurate, and we want to gain skaters,
not lose them.”
And it’s not about the upsell – rather, it’s
about providing an experience that is both
safe and enjoyable.
“Whether you’re starting out or coming back to skating, a skate package will
‘wheelie’ be the best direction,” Beck said.
“You’re not required to have the best toe
caps, latest fashionable bag and so on. But
it’s best to consider using wrist guards and
a helmet at minimum, especially if you are
taking skating to the streets. It’s always
best to use skates and accessories for their
functionality, not because it matches with
your outfit. Also, scuffed up skates means
you use them, and ultimately you become
a skilled roller skater when you get out and
just roll. Scuffed skates are a trophy in
the community and you should wear them
proudly!”
While Retro Rollers is not directly tied
to the sport of roller derby, Beck said the
sport is underrated and under-respected.
The sport has existed in Stratford before,
and Retro Rollers is willing help those interested in finding somewhere to roll and
jam.
“We have witnessed battles for rental opportunities and seen groups lose out over
hockey or really any other event,” she said.
“Roller derby teams are everywhere and
we can put anyone in touch with the right
people immediately if they’re interested in
learning more. We love helping roller derby teams in any way we possibly can and
will continue to build our relationship with
them – if you’re ever in a position to go to
a bout, we highly recommend supporting
them.”
There it is, that vibe. It shines through
no matter whether Retro Rollers is talking
about gear, fitness opportunities or helping foster parts of a large community. But
what makes Beck and Morris really glow
is thinking about the feeling someone gets
when they get their first pair of skates and
the joy washes over them.
In their words, it’s a vibe that doesn’t get
old.
“This makes us both smile – it never gets
old and I can honestly say it still brings us
overwhelming emotion every single time,”
Beck said. “When we first got into skating,
we took our time and just rolled as much as
possible. One of us caught on a litter faster
than the other (we won’t name names), but
certainly having a dance background can
have its advantages! It’s so important for
each new skater to know that it’s THEIR
journey and they will learn at their pace.”
Retro Rollers’ Stratford location (65
Albert Street, Unit B) officially opens on
Tuesday, June 28, with store hours to be
announced. Remote events are planned
for Kitchener, Cambridge, Plattsville,
Brantford and Mount Forest, with details
being updated daily on www.retrorollers.
ca. You can also stay as current as possible
by following Retro Rollers on Instagram
(@retrorollersinc).
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Powerhouse Painting looking for more volunteers for
National Stadium makeover

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

Residents can revitalize a local baseball
diamond by either donating money, providing materials or painting a fence line.
Jessica Elliot, owner of Powerhouse
Painting, has been working on upgrades
for the National Baseball Stadium in
Stratford. Elliot began the project about a
year ago by painting a few doors for Barry
Grasby, the rep UIC and stadium grounds
for Stratford Minor League Baseball.
"Barry had wanted to just do some lipstick updates to make it appear spiffy

after years of neglect and he called me
and asked about aquiring some paint and
primer and what he should do,” Elliot
said.
As she walked around the area, she kept
seeing what else needed updating.
In 2021, either Elliot would ask around
if any businesses were able to support the
cause, or businesses would come up to
her to volunteer. Currently, she is waiting
to hear from the City of Stratford about
available grants and what the grants will
be used for. Elliot is also looking for people who can either donate their time, materials like paint, or money towards pur-

HURON-PERTH TENNIS CHAMPS

chasing materials.
Plans include collecting metal fabrication donations for the washrooms, adding
a wheelchair accessible stall, and implementing children’s change stations. Elliot
would also like volunteers to caulk the
benches and have an artist paint “Home
of the Stratford Nationals” or “Welcome
to Stratford” on the fence.
Elliot wanted to help Grasby and his
family revamp the ballpark because of his
passion for the stadium. He coached her
son for a few years and she got to know
the rest of his family. She also wanted to
make an impact on the community and
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encourage residents to use the stadium.
"It’s fun going there and watching the
boys play ball, but you don’t actually get
many people in the community actually
coming out and making use of it,” Elliot
said. “I thought if we vamped it up and
dressed it up and made it look pretty, then
maybe we would get the general public
coming out on a Friday night or a Wednesday night or whenever a game night is to
be able to make good use of it and start
cheering on some of our local athletes.”
Elliot said anyone interested in helping refurbishing the stadium can send an
email to info@powerhousepainting.net.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

St. Mikes' Matt Furlong defeated AIdan Benton of SDSS in the boy's singles final of
the Huron-Perth Tennis Championships last month, with both earning a spot at the
WOSSA tournament. In the girl's singles final, Felicity Sibold of SDSS defeated Rina
Terakawa of St. Marys DCVI in the final.

BRONZED FINISH

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Daniel Ogilvie of Stratford District Secondary School traveled to York University for the
OFSAA Track & Field Championships Thursday, June 2nd to Saturday, June 4th. Ogilvie
placed 7th in the province in the 1500m with a personal best time of 4:09. On Saturday,
Ogilvie competed in a tough field of runners in the 3000m, coming out of it with the bronze
medal and a very impressive personal best time of 8:55!
SDSS coaches Kerry Thompson, Megan Dale, Marcie Stears, and Greg Judge are very
proud of Daniel's hard work and dedication to the sport.
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Festival officially welcomes the world back

After a pandemic hiatus, the Stratford Festival opened wide
the doors to its theatres and officially opened its 70th season
this past week with Hamlet, Chicago and Richard III.
Richard III is the first show to welcome guests and the
community into the brand new $72-million Tom Patterson
Theatre. Saturday evening’s opening was topped with a
drone light show that silently lit up the sky above the theatre
and the Avon River.
More than 4,000 fans, critics and members of the local
and creative communities converged on both the Festival
and Tom Patterson theatres from June 2 through 4 to mark
an emotional and triumphant return to live indoor theatre in
the Festival City. Both theatres were filled to capacity – the
grounds and lobbies were buzzing with activity night after
night.
The Stratford Festival has welcomed almost 29 million
people throughout its seven decade run, including multiple
visits from Queen Elizabeth II, whose own 70th this year
was also celebrated this past weekend.  
The 2022 season features Hamlet, Chicago, The Miser, Little Women, Richard III, All’s Well That Ends
Well, Death and the King’s Horseman, Every Little Nookie, Hamlet-911 and 1939. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit stratfordfestival.ca.
(ANN BAGGLEY PHOTO)

JULIA SCHNEIDER
Stratford Times Correspondent

Now is the winter of our discontent, Made glorious summer
by the Theatre's reopening.
Please excuse this blatant paraphrase of famous opening lines of
Shakespeare's historical tragedy
Richard III. Their author would -after all, he experienced years of
theatre closure during the plague
years in 1590's London, so would
surely understand the joy with
which we now greet the re-opening and, in the case of the new
Tom Patterson Theatre, the opening of the theatre in Stratford.
I was so anxious to see a play
at the new TPT that I could not
wait for the official opening of
Richard III, but instead got a preview ticket to see this significant
production in its new venue. Significant because it was this play
that opened the "new" Festival
Theatre back in 1953, with British
actor Alec Guinness in the titular
role. Significant also because of
this history and all that went into
this play, of course, because this
production takes place in a stellar
new theatre.
This is a remarkable production. It does justice to the play in
its presentation of the villainous
king and populates his world with
all kinds of regrettably expendable figures, all of them more
transparent and attractive than
he. Cast in sombre hues, this is
unmistakably not a happy story. But what can we say of the
REAL Richard III? Was he really
the monumentally evil monarch
Shakespeare portrayed?
Almost certainly he was not.
Living in Tudor England, under a

All Hail Richard III and the new TPT

Tudor queen (Elizabeth I) Shakespeare could not present the man
whom Elizabeth’s grandsire Henry VII overthrew as anything but
a miscreant, but he went much
further. Historical revisionism is
not new! In Richard he created a
monster, one of the most conniving, manipulative and completely
black-hearted figures in his whole
canon. Richard is so clever that
even when he takes us into his
confidence, as he does with some
frequency as he grasps for the
throne, we cannot trust him to tell
us the truth. He is THAT bad!
Let me digress a moment. For
years I looked for a memorial
notice in the Toronto Globe and
Mail newspaper that appeared
every August 22 commemorating
Richard's death at Bosworth Field
in 1485. Put there by the Richard
III Society of Canada, it was a reliable reminder that Richard was
not the arch-villain he was portrayed by the Bard. Ten years ago,
a related pro-Richard group organized an excavation of the site
in Leicester where Richard was
thought to be buried and exhumed
his bones. In this remarkable production at the TPT, this is where
the show starts, which may be a
bit of a surprise to viewers unless
they know this background.
As a photographer records the
event and a reporter stands by, a
man in a Hazmat suit descends
into a hole in the stage. Shortly after he disappears, a spectral
figure emerges, lurches forward
and starts to talk. This is Shakespeare's Richard, and the present
becomes the past, as the 'living'
Richard intones his wonderful but
deceptively sunny first few lines
on the stage: “Now is the winter

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Colm Feore as Richard III with members of the company in Richard III.
Stratford Festival 2022.

of our discontent, Made glorious
summer by this sun of York...”
One thing that makes Colm
Feore's Richard so utterly memorable in this role is his gait. One
can never forget from whence he
came with his zombie-like walk.
A 537-year-old corpse, he is still
as eloquent and persuasive as
ever. He gets under your skin. He
got under mine. He is eloquent
and each of his words has significance, whether it is at face-value
or something more nefarious; one
listens attentively.
Richard III is not a play for
children. Watching it, I thought
others should also have a head's
up: it may prove too intense for
overly-sensitive adults. Reflecting on this, I realized that the
new stage plays a role in this. It

creates a theatre of such intimacy, where one feels so close to the
action and what is happening on
stage, and so involved in it, that
one has no escape. Every line is
highlighted and amplified, and
one cannot distract herself with
the mundane.
In any case, by the time the interval arrived, after an hour and
a half of Richard's conniving and
the mounting death toll, I felt real
battle fatigue. Luckily, after a
walk around the glorious gardens
outside and revived by the radiance of the theatre lobbies, I was
ready to go back for the rest of the
play, which again proved full of
surprises.
This theatre is capable of them.
Its state-of-the art technology
produces amazing special effects.

You will be astonished by the pyrotechnic battle scene and the
ghosts conjured up in Richard’s
tent at the near the end and will
fully appreciate Richard’s lament:
“My kingdom for a horse!” as his
immense charger expires and he
is left to face his foes on his unsteady feet.
The actors in this play are uniformly excellent as they navigate
their way in the shadows; their
acting shines. In the remarkable
cast led by the redoubtable Feore, however, some stand out: Ben
Carlson as the too-hastily dispatched Hastings and Michael’s
Blake’s Duke of Clarence come
particularly to mind. Seana McKenna makes a wonderful Queen
Margaret, thrusting pointed curses at Richard for killing her kin,
and Diana Leblanc perfectly fills
the role first assigned to her National Theatre School classmate
Martha Henry as the unfortunate
mother who bore the monster
Richard. Andre Sills is someone
we can love to hate when he acts
as Richard’s co-conspirator, the
Duke of Buckingham, until even
he betrays Richard.
The real tear-jerkers are the
young princes murdered in the
Tower, played on alternate dates
by promising actors Chase Oudshoorn/Ezra Wreford, and Dominic Moody/ Bram Watson.
When it was all over and done,
this was not much ado about nothing, it was an unfortunate and yet
timely reminder that there are
still men walking in this world as
cruel and unscrupulous as Richard is portrayed in this play, and
they are all too real and alive.
Richard III continues in repertory at the TPT until October 30.
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Earl Filsinger: All Things Musical

Times Freelance Columnist

Everyone knows Earl Filsinger, owner
until recently of Filsinger Music on Ontario Street. The irony is Earl is a lovely
quiet unassuming guy but is very popular
in spite of himself.
Earl Has been on my radar for most of
my life but not really part of my world. The
first time I saw Earl was on Sept 6 1974. I
remember this because I was 12 years old
and it was my first time attending a wedding, my sister Karen's as it happens. Karen married a musician and hung out at the
dew drop in and the black swan with all
the cool musicians of the day. I was sitting
in the pew at the church and in walks Earl
with long hair in a pony tail, jeans and a
suit jacket. {which has become his signature look still to this day} I was in awe,
who was this guy that dared to wear jeans
to a wedding? Remember it was the early 70s. I thought he was the coolest of all
cool!
As you know Stratford is busting with
interesting and talented people. Naturally,
when I was compiling my list of interesting folks to profile for this column Earl
was one of the first names to come to mind.
Now let me tell you all about the interesting career of Stratford's beloved
musician Earl Filsinger.
A well-intentioned guidance councillor
once advised Earl that one could never
earn a living playing guitar. That advice
seemed to have gone in one of Earl's ear
and out the other, as he has made music his
life's work for more than 60 years. Many of
us know the Earl from the store, teaching
lessons, selling guitars with Steve Strahm.
Gosh, I even took a few lessons from Steve
where I discovered playing an instrument
was really hard and takes years of practice
and discipline. Imagine the effort it took
for Earl to become a master of the pedal
steel. He also plays mandolin and the Irish
bouzouki.
How it began ...
Growing up in the 50s there was music in
the Filsinger house, his mom played piano
and Earl's listened to Elvis records which
prompted Earl at the age of 8 to pick up the
Hawaiian Steel Guitar. By 13 he was an
assistant teacher with OCOM, there were
no automatic timers in those days sometimes Earl would tune 100 guitars one by
one. While in high school Earl formed his

first band, and they wrote a concerto and
preformed it for Pierre Trudeau our former
prime minister. Sometime in the 60s Earl
entered a contest at the Royal York, there
he met a drummer named Wayne Brown
and a brilliant musical friendship began.
During those years they met a lot of Toronto Bands, They would sit around with
them talking music and learning about the
business.
Tales from the Road ...
During the years of 1970 to 74 Earl
called the "road" home. Traveling from
gig to gig through Canada and the US. The
bar scene was quite something, we played
6 nights a week, there was lots of smoke
and booze in those days. The great thing
about playing in a tight-knit band every
night our playing was good and our chops
are bang on. Randy and the Revols, Lee
Edwards and Time Signature, Snapdragon
were a few of the bands he played with.
Around that time Earl met Ken Kalmusky,
they would discuss cord structures and
music trivia and another musical friendship was born.
"Denfield was the first band we played
in together along with B.W. Pawley and
Gary Oatridge. One night in Brantford I
met Daniel Lanois (before U2 came into
his life) we went back to his place around
Stoney Creek and recorded until till daybreak. There's also an interesting Louis-

ville Kentucky story involving bourbon,
and a shotgun…. " Hmmmm ... now I am
curious. "As for other road tales…. What
happens on the road…. Stays on the road."
In ’74 I got a call from Ronnie Hawkins,
but at that point I had decided on a different path. I decided to settle back home.
I taught, worked the store, adjudicated in
Toronto and played most weekends with
RR 2 Denfield or the Mad Hatters. In the
late 70s I started doing some recording
session work at Maxim Studio where I
connected with Tom Waschkowski. "Says
Filsinger. The night that John Lennon was
assassinated Earl, Tom and Wayne Brown
put together a band Cookin' and were quite
successful.
Later still Earl became a freelance guitarist which allowed him to play alongside
of many great musicians. For a couple of
years Earl was the musical director for a
Willie Nelson tribute band. "People would
think we were the real band in airports,
and we would just go along, they were
good days" says Earl.
Tales from the Ship ...
Yes, that's right the ship. One of the accidental perks of being a "guitarist for hire"
is having an opportunity to see the world
while working. Earl has played alongside
of musicians from all over the world. Not
always able to speak in the same tongue
but because of earl's ability to read music

they were able to connect with the universal language of music. A wonderful way to
thank is wife for being his rock and always
supporting is unconventional career was
taking a gig on the Queen Elizabeth touring Europe, exploring the Amalfi Coast
and The Greek islands by day and playing his guitar by night. I wonder what his
guidance teacher would have to say about
that. Earl worked on several ships in the
show band, because of his superb ability
he slid into most genres with ease.
What is Mr. Filsinger doing these days?
"In the theater work I do now, I get to
play with a lot of excellent musicians and
just like when I was on the road, you get
very tight as a group doing eight shows
a week and I love the community spirit. I
continue to play with anyone who asks me,
and I am producing and engineering CD’s
in various musical genres."
For several years now Earl has been
playing in the pit for The Drayton Theaters. This year he is working on "Sorry I
am Canadian" in June and "The Wizard of
OZ in November." Aside from his teaching and one nighters I will be working on
a progressive rock CD of original material
of Sean Blaine's.
American jazz saxophonist, Charlie
Parker once said ... "Music is your own experience - Your Thoughts- Your Wisdom
- if you don't live it, it won't come out your
horn." Earl certainly has done exactly that,
his thoughts and wisdom has come out his
guitar, on his life's journey, and will continue to do so.

PC Connect launches new app to make service more convenient

Perth County, the City of Stratford, the
Town of St. Marys and the Municipality
of North Perth are excited to announce the
launch of the new PC Connect App. This
new app means that PC Connect riders
can now pre-book a trip, pay for their fare
using a variety of different payment methods, track the bus location in real-time,
and receive service notifications - all from
their browser or mobile device! The new
booking app technology is powered by
Blaise Transit, a Canadian on-demand
transit software solution that provides
both a mobile and web app for riders.

PC Connect is a fixed-route public transit service operating 5 routes with stops
throughout Perth County, Stratford, St.
Marys, Kitchener/Waterloo and London.
To date, PC Connect has provided over
6,000 rides, and has enabled residents to
stay connected to their communities, access employment and social programs, attend appointments, visit friends and family, and maintain an independent and active
lifestyle.
“We are thrilled to introduce a digital
app to PC Connect, and are confident that
this new technology integration will en-

able our PC Connect riders to travel more
conveniently than ever before. The app integration is not only expected to enhance
the PC Connect rider experience, but is
also expected to contribute to the longterm sustainability and economic viability
of the PC Connect Community Transportation program.” Maggie Martin, Transit
Project Coordinator.
With a few easy steps, riders can download the free Blaise Transit app, pre-book,
manage, and pay for their trips online.
Riders without a smartphone or internet
access can continue to contact the PC

Connect call center, or simply arrive at a
PC Connect bus stop 5 minutes before the
scheduled pick-up time.
Perth County joins municipalities, such
as Tecumseh, Leamington, Prescott and
Russell, Dieppe and other Canadian cities,
currently using Blaise Transit’s technology, to offer transit services in an enhanced
and sustainable way.
For more information on how to download the app, and for regular updates on
PC Connect, please visit www.perthcounty.ca/pcconnect and follow Perth County
on social media.
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Museum, OTW to welcome
public with celebration of
Richard III exhibit

Off the Wall and the Stratford Perth
Museum staff will welcome special
guests to a celebration of their new Richard III display.
As part of the Stratford Festival exhibit, and in homage to legendary designer Tanya Moiseiwitsch, Off the Wall’s
stage set for Richard III was inspired
by designs for the original 1953 production. Museum visitors will be invited to
choose a crown, scepter and orb, don a
chain of office and pose on Richard’s
throne for a selfie.
The reception, scheduled for Monday, June 20 from 4-4:30 p.m., will include remarks from Stratford Mayor Dan
Mathieson. Stratford Festival Executive

Stratford Times

Director Anita Gaffney and recently
elected Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew
Rae are among the invited guests, as is
Stratford Perth Community Foundation
Executive Director Heidi Culliton.
A grant acknowledgement and thankyou to the Foundation for the ‘Smart and
Caring Communities’ grant that enabled
OTW’s display is scheduled, while OTW
teachers and students will be on hand to
show visitors the set and props they created – which means plenty of selfie opportunities.
The Stratford Perth Museum is located at 4275 Huron Road, RR5 Stratford
(just past the western City limits on
Highway 8).

WATER FESTIVAL FUN

(FRED GONDER PHOTOS)

Whether you were there to play with the water... or try and eat it ... kids of all ages were
having fun at the Perth Children's Water Festival, hosted at the Falstaff Family Centre on
Sunday, May 29.

COMING EVENTS
Take Out
Ham & Strawberry
Dinner
Parkview United Church
470 Ontario St., Stratford
Wednesday, June 22, 2022
Pickup 4:30-7 p.m.
Tickets $22
For tickets, call Shirley 519-273-1527
or church office 519-271-1609

PUT YOUR COMING EVENT HERE!
Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com
or call 519-655-2341

SHAKESPEARE'S 75TH
ANNIVERSARY FIELD DAY &
FISH FRY
Saturday, June 11, 2022; Starts at 1:00
p.m., fish fry at 5:00 p.m., fireworks at
dusk.
Shakespeare Ballpark and Community
Centre
Everyone is welcome and bring the kids
for the midway.
STRATFORD LIVE MUSIC &
FOOD
Friday, June 17 - Sunday, June 19
Stratford Live Music and Food (formally
known as Stratford Blues & Ribfest)
is excited to announce Here Comes
The Sun, a celebration of live music in
Stratfords vibrant community.
Here Comes The Sun will take place on

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Friday June 17, Saturday June 18th and
Sunday June 19th 2022 at the Veterans
Drive Bandshell and features live music,
local vendors, food trucks, kids activities
& MORE!
TOYS, GAMES & COLLECTIBLES
SHOW
Sunday, June 19, 2021; 9:30 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.
Festival Inn, 1144 Ontario St., Stratford
We will have over 40 tables full of
Transformers, Funko Pops, TCG Cards,
Board Games, Lego, Retro and Current
Video Games and Accessories, D&D,
Comics, Hot Wheels, G.I. Joe, Die Cast
models, Handmade Pop Culture Items,
and so much more! Admission is $2 per
person, children 12 and under free.

HAM & STRAWBERRY DINNER
Wednesday, June 22; 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Parkview United Church, 470 Ontario
St., Stratford
For tickets call Shirley 519-283-1527 or
church office 519-271-1609. Tickets are
$22.
GARDEN STRATFORD GARDEN
TOUR
Sunday July 3, 2022; 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
This self-guided tour includes 8 beautiful
and distinctly different private gardens.
Passes are $15 each or 2 for $25, available
beginning June 3 at Cozyn’s Garden
Gallery and Sebringville Garden Centre.
Passes for sale on the day of the Garden
Tour (July 3) at Stratford City Hall from
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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Advertise your restaurant specials here!
Call 519-655-2341 or e-mail us at
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

RESTAURANT GUIDE

GETTING SOSSED: Table to Farm … Pork Me Tender

BOB SOSS
Contributor

Hey all you cool cats and kittens. Sorry I missed y’all last
month. Life has been hectic, but
in a good way. I have been cooking up a storm and working on a
number of exciting ventures. let’s
catch up shall we? Go on, grab
your aprons and spatulas and
let’s dive into the rabbit hole and
see where it takes us!
CULINARY ADVENTURE
AWAY!!!
Now… that was a trip. Here we
are, yet again, in beautiful Lakeside Ontario. I had the absolute
pleasure of mingling with the

Taylor family. Amanda, Keith
and their rugged wee lads Chase
and Macks of Taylor Farms Heritage Hogs and Natural Beef
are a straight up, hard-working
farming family that produce
some amazing quality products.
Let me tell you, being out on the
farm somehow seems to ground
me. Taking in all of the sights
and sounds on this farm just felt
right. Watching the Hogs and
Cows out on the pasture and witnessing first-hand the amount of
hard work and care that the Taylor family puts into what they do
is heart-warming.
With Taylor Farms as my backdrop we setup shop for some
good ol’ fashioned offset smoker cookin’. The beautiful offset
smoker I used was built by the
boys @boglinebbq out of Parkhill Ontario. Yes, the very same
lads that provided the Santa Maria grill on our last adventure.
This unit was precision built,
allowing for an easily achievable
constant temperature and even
smoking. It’s a stick burner, so it
does take some tending too, but
it is an absolute delight to work
on. This unit will last a number
of life times. Well worth the investment. You can check out Bog
Line Barbecue on Facebook and
on Instagram @boglinebbq.
Now that we have the smoker heating up, let’s get this pork
shoulder on for the pulled pork
that will be a part of our dish.
Simple salt, pepper, garlic powder, smoked paprika and brown
sugar rub was all that was needed
for the first step. We are also doing some baked beans with fresh
jalapeños and bacon in a tomato
and molasses sauce. I will also be
doing some signature Bob Soss
Sossage which I will explain later. Let’s do some corn on the cob
as well, that we will slather with
a chilli lime butter. But first let’s
get this beautiful table made by
Chris Taylor set up for dinner
service. The sun is shining and
boy does this table look amazing! If you’re looking for some
amazing wood work check Chris
out on Instagram and Facebook
(@darkhollowwoodshop ) or at

www.darkhollow.ca .
After smoking the pork shoulder for about four hours using
Ash and Apple wood, I like to
braise my pork in Dr. Pepper,
apple Cider vinegar and Diana’s
chicken and ribs sauce. I find it
gives the meat a great texture and
taste. While the shoulder is braising let’s put the beans and ‘Sossage’ on. With the smoker sitting
at roughly 250° when the sausage
is about half way done let’s place
our shucked corn on. Every five
minutes or so let’s coat the corn
with the Chilli lime butter using a brush. Happy little cobs of
corn!
The plate, so I took the Sossage
and split it. Put it on a bakery
fresh bun and stuffed it with the
pulled pork. Topped it with some
BBQ sauce and some creamy
smoked tomato aioli rainbow
slaw. Don’t forget some beautiful
pea tendrils from Annabelle’s Indoor Garden to finish it off. Then
side it with our beans and corn on
the cob and viola -- Pulled pork
stuffed Sossage on a bun! We
washed it all down with some delicious craft brews from Broken
Rail Brewing out of St.Marys

Ontario.
Making Bob Soss’s Signature
Sossage.
Using Taylor Farms beautiful
Pork Shoulder or pork butt…
“I like big pork butts and I can
not lie” …and a little pork belly
is how I roll. About four pounds
of shoulder and a pound of belly
will make a good sausage round.
First we ground the meat. Now
that we have our ground up pork
in a nice big bowl let’s add our
flavoring ingredients.
Flavoring ingredients: Fresh
parsley roughly chopped (whole
bundle), 20 grams of fennel
seeds (toasted lightly in a dry
pan), 30 grams of yellow mustard seeds, roughly two heaping
tablespoons of Smoked paprika,
1/3 cup of coarse sea salt, 1/3 cup
of cracked black pepper, 1/3 cup
of fresh minced garlic, 1/3 cup of
Sriracha, one cup of pure maple
syrup, one cup of Parmigiano
and drizzel a little olive oil over
it all. Combine well then you are
ready to stuff your casings. Before stuffing it’s best to chill your
Pork and any equipment possible for ease of process. Casings
can be picked up at most grocery

stores. You’re going to want to
rinse your casings well and then
let sit in warm water before use.
Also grease up your equipment
with canola oil before use for
ease of process. There you have
it! Happy stuffing.
Thanks for stopping by and
stay groovy.
Your man, Bob Soss
I would like to give an abundance of thanks to Taylor Farms
Heritage Hogs and Natural Beef
for having us. Check them out on
Facebook and on Instagram @
taylorfarmslakeside.
If you are a farmer or know one
in the surrounding area and would
like to participate in this interactive series please contact me at
campbells.catering.1978@gmail.
com.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED
Facebook StratfordTimesNewspaper | Twitter @Stratford_Times | Instagram @Stratford_Times
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OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Border-crossing complications

PAUL KNOWLES
Contributor

For a travel writer who hasn’t
been able to travel much for over
two years, it was a pretty exciting moment. Actually, it was exciting for all three travel writers,
and the very cooperative friend
with an SUV who had agreed to
serve as chauffeur for the enterprise.
That moment came as we
crossed the Blue Water Bridge
between Sarnia and Port Huron.
We were actually embarking on
international travel again! Smiles
abounded! “On the road again!”
It became obvious that not everyone is venturing out, just yet,
when we reached the U.S. Customs booth and there was no wait
– we pulled right up. We handed
over our passports. The officer
asked where we were going.
“Gaylord, Michigan,” we announced. “We’re playing golf at
Treetops.” (More, much more,
about the fantastic Treetops resort to come, in a subsequent column.)
He looked at the driver. “Take
off your sunglasses, please,” he
said. “I need to look into your
soul.”
Apparently, our souls were

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The flag flies everywhere – and often in gargantuan proportions – in the
U.S.

pure, or else he was not a good
reader of souls, because with a
friendly smile, he handed back
our passports, and wished us a
terrific time at Treetops.
As I write this, I have been
home from Michigan for just one
day. And today, I received an
email from Patrick Kaler, who is
President and CEO of “Visit Buffalo Niagara”. His message was
in sharp contrast to our jovial
interaction with the Port Huron
official.
I want to quote Kaler’s email
in its entirety. The headline was
“Stop Hate. End Racism. Choose
Love.”
Kaler was reflecting on the
mass shooting in Buffalo on May

Urban zipling – one of many new attractions on the Buffalo waterfront.

14, when ten Black people were
killed and three others injured,
and also on three other similar
U.S. tragedies.
The tourism CEO wrote,
“Please excuse our recent silence, we have been grieving
alongside our community, and
now our country.
“The past two weeks have
changed our office and Buffalo
as a community, as we witnessed
the senseless loss of citizens that
were vital to the fabric of our
unique destination. Through
this unspeakable tragedy that attempted to divide us, we’ve seen
the spirit of our city rise. Stories
of resilience that show us the true
heart of Buffalo.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

“As we reflect on the tragedies
here, in California, Texas, and
now Oklahoma – we know one
thing. Hate will not win and it
has no place in our city.
“We look forward to sharing
stories about our great city very
soon, but today we’re continuing
to heal with our entire community.”
A very sobering message. A
very sobering reality.
It leaves me feeling sad, and
torn. I suspect Canadians feel,
by and large, that the differences
between us and Americans have
grown significantly, over the past
few years. American politics,
and many Americans’ views on
social issues ranging from vaccination to LGBTQ2+ rights, have
underscored those differences.
And yet, these are our neighbours, our friends, often our relatives.
And while we four were at
Treetops, this week, we talked,
ate, drank, and played golf with
a wonderful collection of Americans, from the Treetops CEO
with the wry sense of humour to
the golf pro who kindly did not
criticize our games while nonetheless demonstrating how it really should be done.
As we drove north through
Michigan, it was clear we were
in a foreign country. While the
landscape is virtually identical to
the parts of Ontario on the other side of Lake Huron, the billboards are different, the size and
quantity of flags is very different,
and the accents are clearly not
those of Ontario.
And thus, the dilemma we all

face, as Canadians eager to travel
again, perhaps for a golf outing,
perhaps for a visit to Vegas or
New York, maybe to spend several months, somewhere warm. We
cross that border with a mixed
sense of excitement, anticipation
and anxiety.
What awaits us, we hope, is
the kind of amazing experience I
will be writing about, from our
time at Treetops.
But then there is the message
from Patrick Kaler, and his grieving city – a city I visited not all
that long ago, where I was both
surprised and impressed with its
progress and vitality.
I guess the bottom line is – visit the US for all the great attractions found there, but visit carefully, knowing that the drivers
beside you on the road probably
have a handgun in the glove compartment, that Canadian political
comments may not be welcome,
that “patriotism” often means
something far more toxic south
– or in our case, this week, west
– of the border.
Travelling certainly seems
more complicated these days –
and I am not just referring to the
need to have the ArriveCAN app
on your smart phone. But even as
we relaxed just a bit as we drove
back into Canada, I was still delighted to know that I can start
travelling internationally, again
– including visiting that complicated neighbour of ours.
Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The Michigan landscape (here at Treetops resort) is beautiful, and reminiscent of Ontario... but so much else is very different.
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Riddles

Pet of the
Month

Where do you learn to make ice cream?
At Sundae School
What does a hamburger name his
daughter?
Patty.

29

HAZEL

What did the math book say to the other
math book?
"I've got a lot of problems."
How do you put an elephant in a
refrigerator?
You open the door and put the elephant in
and then close the door.
Which day is mostly avoided by fish?
FRYday

Meet Hazel! Hazel is a super sweet,

friendly and curious bunny looking to
hop into his new home. He loves to

explore his surroundings and is quite the

curious fellow. He loves to get pets and is
patiently waiting to meet his new family!

If you think you are the right fit for Hazel,
fill out an adoption survey at https://

kwsphumane.ca/adopt/process. Hazel is
looking forward to meeting you!

What tools do you need for math?
MultiPLIERS.
What does a pickle say when he wants to
play cards?
"Dill me in"

2022 USA NATIONAL SPELLING BEE

How do you make a sausage roll?
Push it down the hill

Scyllarian

What kind of doctor never works but is
very popular around the world?
Dr. Pepper

Sudoku
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Pyrrolidone
Otukian
Myricetin
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Word Search
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Caul
Sereh

5

9

Senijextee
Powys

3
8
6

6
7

8
5

Coracidium
Charadriiform
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Stratford Times

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

STUDENT HELP WANTED – Fit people required for 5
hr/day 4 days/wk. $20/hr j@2hayes.com

SHED FOR RENT IN STRATFORD – 24’ x 80’ with
12’x12’ overhead door. Many uses. j@2hayes.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

WORKSHOP FOR RENT IN STATFORD – 35’x56’
with delivery loading dock. Clean and dry.
j@2hayes.com

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!

CAR REPAIR SHOP IN STRATFORD – 24’x80’ with
12’x12’ overhead door good lighting. j@2hayes.com

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

SKIDS – Variety of sizes $5 each - Contact cs@festivalfurniture.com or call 519-272-2000

FOR RENT

This is a part time with potential to full time position.
If you are TICO certified, have a minimum of 2 to
3 years prior agency experience in planning and
booking worldwide travel, excellent communication
and organizational skills, exceptional customer service
skills, ability to work under pressure, problem solve and
multitask we want to hear from you!
Please forward your resume to
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796
www.stonetowntravel.com



 

WANTED

SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS –
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands.
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

WANTED

WANTING TO BUY – Buy, sell or trade. All sports
cards, hockey, baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan
anytime 519-868-3814

FOR SALE

FOR SALE – Equity Marketing 2005 Lexus RX330 SUV
Certified. Clean $7,900 519-663-2266



 


 
 


   
    

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796



WWW.STRATFORDTIMES.COM

We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant
to join our New Hamburg team.

WANTED

VISIT US ONLINE AT

FOR RENT

PALLET RACKING – 4ft uprights & 12ft beams. Contact cs@festivalfurniture.com or call 519-272-2000 for
more info

Ready to travel...

...but confused about the requirements for entering
other countries and then getting back home?
Let us take the hassle out of your summer, fall and
winter holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
consultants today!

www.stonetowntravel.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

HEALTH SERVICES

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Sudoku

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737
office@fammeandco.on.ca

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

ACCOUNTING

HOME APPLIANCES
519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

519-273-4145

305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

WWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA

ADVERTISING

Creative

MOORE

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511
dr.philsammut@gmail.com

CAREGIVERS

Id: 94594
APPLIANCES • PARTS

Level:
Moderate
237 Huron
Road,

Sebringville
519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.com

Set Numbers: 24

Caregiver Coaching
Caregiver Consulting
Patient Advocacy
Health Navigation

www.phelansplace.com

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

CONSTRUCTION

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

4

LEGAL SERVICES

HUMANE SOCIETY

STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600
kwsphumane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

INVESTMENTS

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5
519-273-3116
“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

www.fraserpaving.ca

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
www.franklinehinz.com

519-274-1120 Direct

8

www.stratfordlawyers.com

ORTHOTICS1

2
REAL ESTATE

7

2

3

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5
519-273-3119

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

8

6

WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

4

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA

CINDY DAY
YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

stratfordnissan.com

(226) 779-3206
www.electricandcompany.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

EYE CARE

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

FENCING / DECKS
SHORES
519-273-2003

Fencing
& Decks

519-273-2003

info@allshoresfd.ca

8

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

1

6

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com
agent@stonetowntravel.com
ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA

LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!
Contact:

REAL ESTATE

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or
call 519-655-2341

QUIZ ANSWERS

www.vanceafinancial.com

PHARMACY

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs!

Eye Exams
Glasses
Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

3

6

By Leanne

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

ALL

4

TRAVEL

457 Huron St., Stratford,
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

ELECTRICIAN

Contact:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or
call 519-655-2341

tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

6 Wellington St.
519-271-6770

INVESTMENTS

519-271-5690

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR AS
LOW AS $9 PER
ISSUE!

5

Toni McLean Sales Representative
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5

REAL ESTATE

Call Scott or Denise
for a free quote for 2022

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON
N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

3

PHOTOGRAPHY
www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Tyler Graham, CIM

Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM
WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

AUTOMOTIVE

stratfordsubaru.com

31

Stratford Medical
Pharmacy

RESTAURANT

• Travel Clinic
• Compounding Pharmacy
• COVID-19 Antigen
Screening for Travel
342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4
Phone: 519-272-0888

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

$16.50
519-393-8726

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

1)The CN Tower
2)Fenway Park in Boston
3)The Ten Commandants
4)Charles Darwin
5)43
6)A Leap
7)Albany
8)The Volga
9)The Nile
10)50
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