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Riding a taxi in Stratford became 
more expensive as of July 1st following 
an increase to the taxi rates approved by 
the Stratford Police Services Board, but 
local cab companies say it isn’t enough 
for them to make a profit.

Local taxi rates will jump from $11.50 
to $13 for trips within Stratford with up 
to two passengers, from $12.50 to $14 
for trips in the city with three or more 
passengers, and from $11 to $12 for se-
niors. Additionally, the board will also 
conduct a review early in the summer 

of 2023 to determine whether taxi fares 
should be increased again.

The increases that the cab compa-
nies had requested were trips in Strat-
ford with up to two passengers going 
up from $11.50 to $14, trips in the city 
with three or more passengers increas-
ing from $12.50 to $15, and an increase 
from $11 to $12.50 for seniors.

The Stratford police chief noted at 
the Police Services Board meeting that 
they received five written responses 
regarding the increases, all from low-
er-income residents who were con-
cerned about how the increases would 
make it more difficult to perform neces-

sary tasks such as getting their kids to 
school and attending medical appoint-
ments.

Gail Cossey, owner of Aunt Gail’s 
Taxi, spoke to the Times about the in-
crease and made it clear that she feels 
for the residents who will bear the brunt 
of the increases but that local taxi com-
panies are operating at such a loss that 
the City may be on the verge of seeing 
significantly reduced taxi service.

“We understand that everyone’s hurting 
[financially] but we can’t keep operating at 
such a loss,” Cossey explained, who added 
that a contributing factor to this problem 
has been the lack of consistency in having 

steady annual price increases.
“We just can’t make a living at these 

rates,” Cossey continued. “Because we 
haven’t had an increase in five years, and 
the last increase was the first in five years, 
we’re having to ask for these bigger in-
creases. It stays the same for several years 
and then all of a sudden there’s a hike. In 
2008, taxi fares were $8 a ride and 14 years 
later, we’ve just increased to $13. Over al-
most a decade and a half, we’ve only had 
a $5 increase. If you break that down over 
the years, that’s an increase of 35 cents a 
year which is way below what we need to 
run our businesses.”

HAPPY TO BE HERE
Jolynn Bartja and Shane Haritakis, along with their daughter Kyra Haritakis, had a prime spot on Mornington Street for the Canada Day Parade. As you can see, they were happy to wel-
come each float as it made its way past their location. For more shots of Canada Day fun in the city, turn to Page 17.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Taxi rate increases inadequate according to local cab companies
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Hours: 11AM to 7:30PM 
Cost: 25$ for 
a 2 hour pass

Evening passes start at 
5pm: 20$ each

Lifejackets provided.

www.supersplashstmarys.ca

Bring the 
whole family 
— kids and 

adults love the 
SuperSplash!

Cossey, who worked for Stratford City 
Cabs at the time, received two months of 
notice at the end of 2019 from their insur-
ance company that they were no longer 
going to insure them because taxis were 
deemed high-risk. This gave them until 
February 2020 to find a new insurance 
provider and the only one who still insures 
taxis, Stability, was able to increase their 
rates given the lack of competition. Cossey 
said she has seen a 270-percent increase to 
her insurance costs, which adds to the oth-
er costs associated with maintaining and 
running a cab.

Cossey said she calculated her costs to 
run her taxi to be $45,800. Some of the 
costs contributing to this include insur-
ance, gas, vehicle maintenance (e.g. tire 
and oil changes, cleaning, repairs, etc.), 
and phone/user services. These costs don’t 
include the salary of the driver, however, 
which is $15 an hour. This means that, with 
the previous rates of $11.50 per fare, cabs 
would need to complete approximately 11 
calls a day just to cover the taxi’s costs and 
another 13 calls to pay the driver’s salary. 
In an eight-hour shift, this would require 
three calls an hour which Cossey said she 
would be “lucky” to receive during the 
average day. This also means that taxis, 
at the previous rate, wouldn’t start mak-
ing profits until their 25th fare in the day 
which may not actually come.

With the fare increases, taxis will now 
need to complete approximately 9.5 trips 
to cover the car’s costs and 11.5 calls to 
pay the driver. This adds up to approxi-
mately 21 calls in a single day just to break 
even, which is still a volume of calls that is 
above what taxis in Stratford will complete 
during an average day and not enough for 
the owners to make money.

Stratford City Cabs and Police Services 
Board members Mayor Dan Mathieson 
and Councillor Graham Bunting were 
contacted by the Times seeking comment 
for this story but didn’t respond.

Ryan Erb, Executive Director of the 
United Way Perth Huron, commented on 
the increases to the Times and said that 
these increases are understandable but that 
leaders need to do more to reduce the bur-
den that those struggling financially will 
experience as a result of these fare hikes.

“Inflation hurts people with the least the 
most,” said Erb. “While it is understandable 
given rising costs that rates for taxi services 
are changing, what it means for those with 
the lowest income is significant. It may mean 
choosing between paying the hydro bill and 
eating healthy food, paying rent, or going 
hungry. No one should face these choices.

“So, as leaders make choices to ensure 
the taxi business is viable, leaders should 
also be advocating for living wages, in-
creased social assistance rates, and poli-
cies like basic income.”

2022 LIONS POOL GUARDS
The lifeguards and lifeguards-in-training for the Lions Pool season this year are Mara Flood, 
Faith Binns, Emma Kusair (supervisors), Jack Kusair, Ella McBoyle, James Koch, Thomas 
Sheldon, Meredith Flood, Kylie Pratt, Luke Feltham, Jensen Pohl, Hilary Dube, Ava Blowes, 
Hannah Schmidt (lifeguards), Gwynn Smith-Rees, Sloan Cameron, Kathleen McCreery, 
Andrew Corsaut, Thomas Schlotzhauer, Sam Binns, Poppy Challenger, Ella Van Bakel, Mya 
Parish, Virginia Smith-Rees and Noah Feltham (lifeguards-in-training). Absent from the 
photo are guards Alexa Blowes, Sophie Lefebvre, Jada Piro DeFehr, Miles Crumback and 
lifeguards-in-training Laura Sheldon and Andre Lefebvre.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Taxi rate increases inadequate 
according to local cab companies
Continued from front
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Help With Ukrainian 
Refugee Resettlment

As Canadians, we’re opening our borders to those who’ve been displaced by the 
current Ukrainian conflict.  

In response to the humanitarian crisis currently underway in Ukraine, 
the Multicultural Association of Perth Huron is collecting donations for Refugee 

resettlement here in our region.

Visit www.maph.ca/ukraine to donate!

Sponsored by

35 Waterloo St. N Stratford, ON N5A 5H6 Canada 
Ph: 226-339-1547 Email: info@maph.ca
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Is Stratford becoming pot-marked?

To think that just a generation ago, this opinion piece 
would have been derided as heretical and likely sedi-
tious. Now, it could be taken as being anti-business and 
anti-progress.

Never the less, the question has to be asked: is Stratford 
about to become known as a marijuana mecca?

Another new marijuana dispensary opened here last 
month out in the Sobeys plaza, just after the one across 
the road (formerly Crossroads Cannabis) was re-branded 
after being sold. Those go with the one downtown and 
the four in the east end. While we’re not being over-run 
and there is likely no danger of a Reefer Madness of Up 
In Smoke remake being made in the city’s streets, it’s just 
a little curious that we now find ourselves graced by so 
many (relatively speaking) pot shops.

Since context is king, let’s get some for this topic: Strat-
ford’s approximate population is around 33,232 (give or 
take a few heads). Let’s round that figure off to an even 
33,200. Given that a good portion of that is likely below 
the legal age for purchasing and consuming marijuana 
and related products, we can knock that number down to 
26,200 (roughly 21 per cent, which is the national aver-
age for people 19 and under).

Divided by the total number of people that could par-
take legally, that works out to around 3,742 people per 
dispensary in Stratford.

The other half of this contextual coin? A February 23 
report on Forbes.com reported that the pot industry in 
Canada – since it became legal in 2018 – has accounted 
for $43.5 billion injected into the economy ($11 billion 
in sales, $29 billion in capital expenditures). On aver-
age, dispensaries make between $1.2-$2 million in gross 
revenue; for an average of $2M revenue per year, with 
at least 12 per cent profit, dispensary owners can take 
home a gross profit of $240,000. That figure was posted 
on www.covasoftware.com.

Perhaps we need to reframe it in this manner: pot dis-
pensary owners are this generation’s ‘it’ franchise own-
ers – they’re here to make money. Here is the case for 
that argument.

Marijuana dispensaries are becoming ubiquitous. It’s 
not an argument for or against – it’s just a fact. Canada 
made the decision to legalize the drug and treat it, for all 
intents and purposes, just like alcohol in the manner in 
which it can be distributed.

This genie is out of the bottle and not going back in 

anytime soon, if ever.
In the same way that the drive-thru window helped 

change the way people looked at eating, there is an argu-
ment to be made that the nature in which pot has become 
readily available has changed not only how we consume 
it but how we view it. 

In a ‘same but not exactly the same’ vein, look at the 
statistics on medical marijuana. In March 2021, we had 
39,525 individuals registered with Health Canada for 
personal and designated cultivation of cannabis for med-
ical purposes. Six months later, that figure was 47,147 – 
an increase of 19 per cent.

If that number seems low by comparison, it’s likely due 
to the rise in number of dispensaries in Ontario. Take 
London as a comparison: with a population of 404,699 
people and, factoring in the 21 per cent who legally can’t 
purchase marijuana and pot-adjacent products, you’re 
counting just under 320,000 eligible customers. The For-
est City has 39 dispensaries available to those wanting 
their products. The math works out to roughly 8,200 
would-be customers per dispensary.

Take 10 per cent of that number (820) as your customer 
base and figure the average customer spends about $65 
a week in their favourite shop. Work that out over a full 
year and it’s north of $2.7M.

Those who oppose the idea of marijuana being so eas-
ily available might fall back on the old ‘gateway drug’ 
references. But could those same people be from the gen-
eration that thought a nightcap was a good way to finish 
the day? Are we going to judge the 70-year-old retiree 
who prefers a THC pill to deal with pain while sleeping 
over popping a handful of Tylenol? Sharing a joint has 
become just as socially acceptable for recreational gath-
erings as alcohol, but the responsibility standard remains 
the same.

The rise in dispensaries is relative to the demand for 
the product and the ability to meet that demand. Ten 
years ago, the average Tim Hortons franchise owner was 
looking at only slightly more money in their pocket every 
year, and there is a common belief that owning one of 
those franchises was tantamount to printing money in 
your basement.

Times have changed and now the green is for more 
than just smoking.

So is Stratford going green in ways that are more than 
ecologically responsible? Maybe, but the next boom in-
dustry might very well be pizza parlours – there are only 
12 in town.

You do the math … one slice at a time.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor



July 2022 5Stratford Times

Memorial plaque missing for years found along Avon south of city 
Lost Then Found

April 26th 2022, found Garry and Karen 
Hill, planting trees along the Avon River 
on their farm, the Glen Avon, located south 
of Stratford.  Recent flooding brought up a 
piece of driftwood five feet above the cur-
rent water level -- up to the spot Garry was 
preparing to dig for a tree planting.

The driftwood had markings on it, so 
it was set aside.  Days later being curious 
about the markings, Karen tried to clean up 
the algae that had taken residence on the 
wood. The amount of growth had hidden a 
message literally from the grave.

Once it dried, Karen realized it really was 
a plaque, and the name of Mona M. Quigley 
was revealed.  Her birth date was legible, but 
her date of passing was not as defined. With 
the driftwood located in the Downie section 
of Perth South, and with history books and 
old county maps, Karen became a detective, 
to scour the books, searching for the fami-
ly Quigley. None were found. With the Hill 
family having six generations in Downie, 
Karen was confident the driftwood did not 
originate in Downie and considered the lo-
cation where it was found along the Avon 
River.

Could it be possible that this little piece 
of driftwood lovingly carved by someone, 
travel the six to seven miles down the river 
to the spot it was found. Every local person 
knows the Avon River is not a canal style of 
waterway.  It starts in the northern part of 
the County of Perth, curves, ebbies travel-
ing through Stratford, and has at least one 
sharp curve passed the Village of Avonton 
in Perth South, where a mill once took ad-
vantage of the water speed from the change 
in the water course.

Karen’s next step was plugging into the 
search engine, Find a Grave, to locate a 
possible original home of the Memorial 
driftwood.  And sure enough, up popped a 
picture of Mona’s stone grave marker, along 
with her mother and brother, in Stratford’s 

Avondale Cemetery. The picture is thanks 
to BJ Wiehle.  

Pictured also was the wooden plaque, 
right beside the stone grave marker.

Mona’s birthdate and date of passing co-
incided with the dates on the Memorial 
plaque. It was a match….and another clue 
was added to the search; Mona’s maiden 
name of Lillow. But again, no persons with 
a sur name of Lillow currently resides in 
Stratford, nor could Karen find any in Perth 
County. But there were some outside of the 
County along with other Quigleys.

Now that the plaque’s original home was 
located, both Karen and Garry wanted to 
return the plaque to a member of either the 
Lillow family or the Quigley. Replacing it 

back to the cemetery would surely cause it 
just to float away again. The effort to carve 
out the memorial, struck a chord with them, 
as they puzzled over the next step. And it 
was noticed the rose on the plaque was the 
exact one on the grave marker. With more 
cell phones, it is much easier to stay out of 
printed phone books, so other social media 
outlets were the way to go, to find the own-
ers of the plaque.

Enter Garry’s brother Stewart, who is the 
Hill family historian. He consulted Ances-
try.ca, found Mona and created a family lin-
eage to see if a local name might be found. 
Through Ancestry, Stewart discovered that 
Mona had been married to a Henry, but did 
this did not help as first thought. There are 

Henry’s in the local area 
though not related to 
Mona, and then once she 
married into the Quig-
ley family, her life took 
a different turn.

Stewart then ac-
cessed Facebook, 
with the family 
names of Lillow 

and Quigley.  Sure enough, a 
Marlene (nee Quigley) name, was brought 
up. She was not only alive but also living 
in Stratford. And she was Mona’s daughter.  
Stewart called her – it was Mother’s Day by 
chance – to leave a message. Marlene called 
back, and Stewart provided her with Garry’s 
contact information. 

A few phone calls later, Marlene and her 
niece Ashley arrived at Karen and Garry’s 
farm to take possession of the prized Me-
morial plaque. For a few hours, Karen and 
Garry’s story was related to them, and Ash-
ley told the story of the plaque – that she had 
carved in loving tribute to her grandmother 
– and – Marlene related the story of Mona. 
Through this is all, Mona became a person 
to Karen, Garry and Stewart with his wife 
Kathy.

This story began due to chronic flooding 
in the part of the Stratford cemetery that 
brought the memorial plaque to Garry’s 
feet, green with algae, weathered by wind, 
water, and sun.  Within a month of its dis-
covery and the results of various sleuthing, 
the plaque was placed into the hands of its 
rightful owners.  It had been missing for 
years while slowly making its way down the 
Avon River, getting a push – a not so gentle 
nudge – with each subsequent flooding.  

How this tiny plaque got to where it was 
found, along the banks of the Avon River, 
in Perth South, is a mystery: a puzzle that 
took detective work, social media and some 
tenacity to return it to its right owners.

Last month our country recognized Na-
tional Indigenous Day. That can lead in 
many directions, through ancient history, 
recent history, to the present. The Indige-
nous stories see us as a part of Nature, part 
of a great web, wider than the eye can see 
and bigger than the mind can imagine, in 
which all living things are connected.  

The connectedness and the health of that 
web is what sustains the planet and what sus-
tains us all. Each part of the web depends on 
every other part; humans are one of the mil-
lions and trillions of life forms in that web. 
This bi-monthly column will explore that 
web. The journey will weave through one 
part of the web and another, will pause to 
look at one way and another we can improve 
the health of the web, and will perhaps give 
us tools to meet the greatest threat the web 
has ever faced, global warming. 

Where else to begin but at the bottom?
Twenty-three years ago, when I first ar-

rived in Stratford, I planted a hay mix on 
the verge --  alfalfa, birds’ foot trefoil, and 
clover -- to remind me of the beloved Bruce 

County farm I had left behind. Within a year 
or two, I had to pull it out; it was expanding 
way too eagerly into the garden. For the next 
twenty years I never saw a trace of it.

This year the growing conditions were 
perfect for the seeds I missed. I now have 
a bumper crop of hay plants mingling with 
wild flowers on the verge; it will once again 
be disinvited! Scientists tell us that once 
garlic mustard has run its course in our for-
ests, the native plant seeds will sprout again 
-- they’re just resting. 

But that’s not all that’s in the soil. It’s a 
factory system for turning anything organic 
into fertilizer for plants, staffed by approx-
imately a million workers/square meter. 
Beneath the surface are a host of organisms 
-- multiple creatures that are sometimes 
microscopic, and always very small. They 
actually do create fertilizer – the same ma-
terials we buy for our fields and gardens: ni-
trogen, phosphorus and potassium (N,P and 
K). They might be called the small version 
of nature’s vacuum cleaners -- sort of the 
way we think of buzzards and crows, only 
mostly for plant matter. Every plant that dies 
in the garden, every dead leaf, every small 
living creature, every grass cutting, can 

turn into fertilizer when it goes through the 
underground factory!  

That garden that was being invaded by 
hay seeds has been organic for some 22 
years now. Every spring there are still a few 
dead leaves and stalks left over from the 
summer/fall before, that haven’t been bro-
ken down by the winter. I leave them be, es-
pecially the stalks, as they can hold insects 
that have overwintered in them, even some 
butterfly chrysalises. Magic happens when 
spring starts. By the time the garden is in 
bloom, that dead plant material has all dis-
appeared! It has gone into the soil, into the 
factory, along with the other plants from last 
year, where it is turned into N,P and K for 
my plants. Magic. 

Treated soil is less likely to have the full 
factory; the workers are somewhat fragile. 
Organic farmers, for example, need at least 
three years to turn a treated field into an or-
ganic one for the factory to slowly repop-
ulate the area and begin full fertilizer pro-
duction.   

The workers appreciate diversity above, 
since that is what nature provides.  Diverse 
growth above the factory also nourishes 
the many creatures that depend on growth 

above ground: butterflies, birds, tiny flies 
and wasps that are pollinators along with 
bees and bumblebees, dragonflies, ladybugs, 
butterfly caterpillars -- the list goes on for-
ever. And of course they too will go into the 
factory when their time comes, to make the 
soil above rich with nutrients for new plants.

Welcome to the web, the vast web of 
Earth, that connects in so many surprising 
ways. 

Sheila Clarke is an ecologist by default, a 
retired educator by vocation, and an advo-
cate for the environment, of our community 
and of our planet.  She has a BSc Zoology 
from the University of Illinois, and a host of 
courses beyond, in disciplines that inform 
ecology, the science of how everything liv-
ing fits together in nature. Her particular 
interests are native plant ecosystems, public 
transportation, the preservation of wetlands 
and endangered species, and global warm-
ing.  In another life, Sheila was part of a 
first “ecology” course in university.  At that 
time, the course was called Human Ecolo-
gy, an approach that has changed.  She is 
a member of CFUW Stratford, Stratford 
Climate Momentum, and the Perth County 
Sustainability Hub.

Pictured are Mona’s daughter, Marlene, and her granddaughter, Ashley.
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

WEB CRAWLING: Exploring The Underground
SHEILA CLARKE

Times Freelance Columnist
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Kathy Vassilakos will be running for 
elected office once again, but it won’t be 
in the same role she occupied last time.

Vassilakos announced recently that 
she will be joining the Mayoral race in 
a bid to replace the outgoing Mayor, Dan 
Mathieson. She’s currently serving her 
second term as a city councillor.

Vassilakos spoke to the Times about 
her decision to run for mayor and what 
she envisions for the City with her in the 
Mayor’s chair. According to Vassilakos, 
her familiarity with the progress of the 
last eight years puts her in a good posi-
tion to continue and expand on the City’s 
priorities, and she believes that having 
someone experienced will be key at this 
point.

“I have a vision for Stratford that en-
sures that every person who lives here 
has a good quality of life and sustainable 
development goals help guide our deci-
sions,” Vassilakos said. “Over the past two 
terms, council has set in motion projects 
that form a foundation that will support 
this vision. Some are completed, some are 

in progress, and others 
are planned for early in 
the next term.

“These include the 
Housing and Home-
lessness Plan, Asset 
Management Plan, an 
updated Transportation 
Master Plan that em-
beds within it the Bike 
and Pedestrian Master 
Plan and Vision Zero. 
Also, there’s an update 
to the Official Plan that 
guides how the city will 
grow, plus updates to 
the Recreation Master 
Plan, the Grand Trunk 
Master Plan, the creation of the first Cul-
tural Plan, and more.”

Vassilakos is not new to public service, 
having served as a City Councillor for 
close to a decade. She told the Times that 
this is one of the big reasons why she be-
lieves she is the right person to be the next 
mayor of Stratford.

“I have eight years of experience on city 
council,” said Vassilakos. “In that time, 
I have demonstrated an ability to do the 

work required to make 
informed decisions that 
serve the public. I am 
involved with a range of 
committees and boards, 
including leadership po-
sitions. This gives me a 
clear perspective on the 
community and helps 
shape a vision that seeks 
to ensure everyone is in-
cluded.” 

“In addition to being 
an active participant at 
Council meetings, I have 
taken the time to gain a 
detailed understanding 
of how municipal gov-

ernment works and the importance of 
partnerships with upper levels of govern-
ment and other public institutions. I bring 
a strong analytical and evidence-informed 
approach to problem-solving. 

Whoever is next to occupy the role of 
mayor in Stratford will have plenty of big 
challenges to try to deal with, especially 
as it relates to the recovery and the emer-
gence from the COVID-19 pandemic. Ac-
cording to Vassilakos, some of the serious 

issues that will be near the top priority list 
include, but aren’t limited to, “municipal 
asset renewal, climate change, housing 
and homelessness, and economic recov-
ery in our tourism sector.”

The current city council has encoun-
tered several high-profile projects that 
were controversial amongst the public. 
Vassilakos acknowledges that public trust 
was shaken by the Xinyi glass factory in-
cident but also stated that a council that 
“embraces change will inevitably attract 
controversy” and that the strong public 
opinions say something positive about the 
people of Stratford.

“The past two council terms have had 
a few high-profile projects that gener-
ated a significant amount of public en-
gagement. Re-development of Market 
Square, the new Tom Patterson Theatre, 
and the Renewable Natural Gas propos-
al were the highest engagement projects, 
with hundreds if not thousands of citizens 
weighing in on both sides. Even the Bri-
tannia Housing Project had a high level 
of engagement. These were all excellent 
projects and the ones that came to fruition 
have been positive additions to Stratford.

An admitted political outsider, Lar-
ry McCabe is looking to score a break-
through win in this fall’s mayoral election 
in Stratford.

McCabe, best known locally as a 
restauranteur with Pazzo Pizzeria and 
Café Bouffon, is hoping his success in the 
service industry will be able to carry over 
to City Hall.

Having grown up in Stratford, Mc-
Cabe left town to get his education before 
coming back and finding his way in the 
restaurant business. He’s seen success in 
a number of places, and believes that can 
help him both during his run for mayor 
and if he wins the job.

“Service was the thing that really caught 
on for me because we have so many good 
restaurants here – the Church and the Old 
Prune were a real benchmark for cuisine 
here back in the day, so I got to learn from 
the best people in those experiences,” he 
said. “So I learned how to engage with the 
community, and obviously here at Pazzo 
we support tremendous initiatives – the 
hospice, arts organizations, schools. We 
do what we can right here to make a dif-
ference.”

McCabe got the idea to run for mayor 
during the last campaign in 2018. Hosting 
a youth forum at Pazzo gave him the itch, 
as he saw what could be possible when 
you engaged people and their ideas at the 
grassroots level. That helped get ideas 
rolling, and then his homework began.

In starting to look at what young people 
were saying was important for them, Mc-
Cabe worked on collecting information 
he felt would be important. And when 
the pandemic hit, he got a crash course 
in emergency management – just like his 

fellow restauranteurs. 
But while they navigat-
ed those choppy waters 
(and in some cases, 
continue to do so now), 
he noted the important 
changes that were hap-
pening.

“We had to address 
what was going to be 
important to the city as 
we moved forward, and 
when COVID hit us, we 
saw how this city re-
ally rallied around the 
downtown core busi-
nesses,” he said. “Strat-
ford has the unique abil-
ity to act right when they face a crisis. The 
way this community reacted, getting the 
patios here quickly and working on adapt-
ing the way we did business … that real-
ly started us on this journey of thinking 
about, ‘okay, how can we make this city 
better?’.”

Those conversations began to build, 
and as he solidified his businesses Mc-
Cabe began to ease back a bit to take in a 
wider-view picture of what was going on 
in the city. In his opinion, there is a divide 
in Stratford that needs to be addressed. 
He points to the shortage of housing as 
one of what he believes will be a key is-
sue for all of the candidates in October.

“We’ve had a very hard time getting 
momentum around getting things built 
with some density here, and the obvious 
thing with that is it’s cheaper for the mu-
nicipality to have those services located 
in the downtown area,” he said. “That has 
become more important to talk about in 
the downtown area, trying to incentivize 
those movements. I’m going to be looking 
at some examples of sites built across the 

province, going to visit 
them and see if there’s 
a model there that will 
work here.”

As part of his thinking 
on addressing the hous-
ing shortage, McCabe 
mentioned the former 
Cooper/CNR shops site 
and how it could poten-
tially be used to help 
with this issue.

“I think if we can (use 
it), that site would be 
a huge asset to have so 
close to the downtown 
core, close to all the 
transit,” he said. “We 

have to get housing right for people.”
Turning his attention to what he sees as 

a lack of open communication between 
council and the rest of the city’s residents, 
McCabe wants to see fewer in-camera 
meetings to open the process up and al-
low people to feel like they can be more 
engaged by the process.

“I think we have to look at how the staff 
and City engages people without throw-
ing themselves into any kind of conflict, 
and that can be complicated but obvious-
ly more openness with the way council 
meetings are run would be a good start,” 
he said. “I think there’s too much going 
on in-camera, and I think we’ll have to 
look at how council receives their reports. 
And then, how do we get those messag-
es out prior to these big decisions being 
made.”

Knowing that he will face off with at 
least two experienced political opponents 
for the mayor’s chair, McCabe says that 
he’ll have to work to overcome the expe-
rience gap but he is confident in his own 
background can help with that.

“I was the chair of what is now Desti-
nation Stratford for a number of years and 
I’ve seen how those conversations and in-
teractions work,” he said. “I’ve seen how 
council works. I have some experience 
in dealing with issues and the process 
you have to follow, but I’m also a quick 
learner. I really do take advantage of the 
information that is out there – I’ve been 
going through the official plan and we 
have a review of that coming up. Unfor-
tunately we don’t have someone in place 
on the city side right now, and that can 
be a problem but it’s also an opportune 
moment to really engage everyone in a 
discussion about what is this city going 
to look like? Not just for the next four or 
eight years, but for the next 50 years. I 
know one of my opponents has been on 
council for a while, but I’d like to see him 
articulate his vision for Stratford.”

McCabe wants to leave voters with a 
clear message, regardless of the issue at 
hand.

“We’ve been through a very difficult 
time the last few years that has exacer-
bated some problems in the community 
that were there before and are now un-
avoidable,” he said. “I think everyone 
should take the summer off, enjoy some 
time with their family, but then be ready 
to have a real discussion about what kind 
of city they want. We need to re-engage 
as we go into September and October so 
we can be ready to offer some solutions. 
There are so many pieces to the puzzle 
that are out there, and they’re just not 
connected together – hopefully I can con-
nect those.”

Election Day in Stratford is slated for 
Monday, Oct. 24, while Nomination Day 
(deadline for candidates to file or with-
draw their nomination) is Friday, Aug. 19 
at 2 p.m.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

Local restauranteur cites housing development, improved budgetary process as key issues
McCabe seeking political breakthrough with mayoral campaign

Current councillor Vassilakos running to be city’s next mayor 

LARRY McCABE

KATHY VASSILAKOS

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 7
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Stratford’s current deputy mayor has 
his sights set on the big chair this fall, 
as Martin Ritsma finally made his inten-
tions clear last month.

A long-time councillor, Ritsma de-
clared his intention to run for mayor in 
the city’s upcoming municipal elections 
in October. It was a move he consid-
ered four years ago before backing Dan 
Mathieson’s final campaign bid, but with 
the current mayor deciding to step away 
from the role Ritsma decided the time 
to throw his hat into the ring has finally 
come.

“Four years ago when Dan original-
ly said he wasn’t going to run I thought 
about putting my name in then, but then 
he decided to run and I said I’d support 
him one hundred percent,” Ritsma said. 
“It would’ve been my ego jumping in if 
I had decided to run against him. But 
I’ve been blessed to serve three terms on 
council and be deputy mayor as well.”

As recognizable a face in Stratford over 
the last decade-plus, Ritsma’s resume is 
lengthy: a former educator at Stratford 
Northwestern Secondary School, he cur-
rently sits on the board of Stratford Perth 
Shelterlink as well as the Stratford and 
District Agricultural Society. He chairs 
both the Stratford Fall Fair and the Unit-
ed Way Perth-Huron’s Stratford & Area 
Community committee, and he’s pres-
ident of the Stratford & District Saddle 
Club which recently stepped up to take 
over operations of the city’s Canada Day 
parade.

With that kind of experience to draw 
on, Ritsma believes the secret is his abil-
ity to build relationships that will serve 
him best as the campaign gets going.

“I really think it’s my ability to connect 
with people and build relationships,” he 
said. “In the classroom with kids that are 
now grown adults who are busy in the 
community. I’ve got good relationships 
with staff and parents, but also with the 
service clubs I’m involved with. It’s those 
relationships that allow you to reach out 
to people and say, ‘you know what, I need 
some help’, and it’s there. Things like that 
aren’t automatic – you have to build that 
trust over time. You can’t just tell people 
to trust you.”

There have been many issues brought 
up, including some in the Times, about 

what the next mayor of Stratford will 
be faced with. Not wanting to dodge the 
question, Ritsma didn’t commit to any 
one or two in particular because he feels 
it’s the job of the next person to fill the 
role to be ready to listen to all of the is-
sues and then chart a course forward.

“Continuing to be a listening ear is go-
ing to be a big part of it,” he said. “I’m 
a communicator, but a big part of my 
communication is listening. So first and 
foremost, I want to hear what people have 
to say to me. I can’t say, ‘this is what I’m 
going to get done’ because there are dif-
ferent priorities for different people. But 

I remember when I first started out on 
council I said that it’d be nice if we could 
get something done with the CNR shops. 
But we have a beautiful and diverse com-
munity with a great industrial and cultur-
al base. I want to be able to build on that 
– we’re in a great spot to move forward 
from.”

It feels at times that Ritsma has been ev-
erywhere in the community over the last 
few years, as his record of service would 
suggest. But politically, there is a distinc-
tion between his role as councillor/deputy 
mayor and that of mayor. He recognizes 
that earning that title comes with the li-
on’s share of responsibility, blame and 
credit, but it’s also about understanding 
that his wouldn’t be the only voice in the 
room when it comes to making choices 
that affect the whole city.

“Going from councillor to mayor defi-
nitely puts you in a different leadership 
capacity and people are looking to you so 
say, ‘yes, this is where we’re going to go’,” 
he said. “If there is some kind of debate 
and you have to make a decision in that 
chair, it’s a big decision. I’ve been bless-
ed to be able to do that as deputy mayor 
when I’ve had to step into Dan’s spot. But 
people have to understand that it doesn’t 
mean you’re always going to be the one 
leading the way when you’re in that chair. 
There are times to follow your councillors 
or your citizens – there’s no shame in fol-
lowing once a while because somebody 
else might be doing a little better job. 
Knowing that difference is important.”

The municipal election in Stratford is 
scheduled for Monday, October 24. Nom-
ination Day is Friday, Aug. 19, the dead-
line date for those wishing to file nomina-
tions for mayor, council or school trustee 
and also for those wishing to withdraw a 
nomination.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

Long-time councillor announces decision to run for mayor this fall
Ritsma makes it official

“I honestly believe that difficult discussions and 
packed meetings should be welcomed and embraced,” 
Vassilakos continued. “To me, it shows that people care 
about their community even when they are on opposite 
sides of an issue. The alternative is to do nothing and 
that leads to stagnation. This city is known for innova-
tion and reinvention, not stagnation. There is, admit-
tedly, some trust-building that is needed because of the 
glass factory proposal. I would point to other large proj-
ects as examples of processes that are more successful 
and should guide future public engagement.”

When asked what she wants Stratford residents to un-
derstand about her plan for the future, Vassilakos stated 
that Stratford needs a vision for the future that doesn’t 
pose either-or questions.

“A strong community is one where people can work, 
live, and play in the same city. It is also where we reduce 
barriers that prevent people from fully participating in 
their community. I am focussed on solutions that do not 

force us to choose. It should not be economic develop-
ment versus fiscal responsibility versus the environment 
versus housing when we discuss quality of life.

“For example, an Official Plan update that creates the 
conditions for affordable and attainable housing within 
the built boundary of the city achieves multiple goals. 
It saves farmland, reduces the tax levy burden of new 
services, and allows people to work in the city that they 
live in, thereby freeing up commuter time for things like 
volunteering, helping children with homework, attend-
ing arts events, using recreational facilities, spending 
time with friends, reading, essentially any leisure activ-
ity. Businesses benefit from employees with less stress 
and more commitment to the local community and local 
economy. Our community benefits from increased citi-
zen participation and cultural vibrancy. Families and in-
dividuals benefit from more time to enjoy life and all the 
wonderful things Stratford has to offer. And last, but not 
least, fewer cars on highways reduces our carbon foot-
print. This is how we move forward.”

Continued from page 6
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HE'S RUNNING
Martin Ritsma made it official last month when he filed his nomination papers to run for 
mayor.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)
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Lorne Wesley Brothers was born in Strat-
ford in 1898. After a career that started with 
the Grand Trunk Railway here and then in 
Toronto, Montreal and Detroit, Brothers 
eventually retired back in Stratford. Along 
the way he volunteered for service in World 
War I as part of the 1st Canadian Tank Bat-
talion. The war ended before he completed 
his training and, returning to Detroit, he de-
cided to switch careers to become a salesman 
in the steel industry. After his retirement 
in 1963 he and his wife, Mary McDonald 
Brothers, agreed that they found the Amer-
ican city too noisy and dirty but they want-
ed to go where they already had friends. He 
later wrote that “the culminating reason for 
our return was the Festival, which makes the 
city very exciting…Stratford has practically 
everything – it is small and friendly and has 
wonderful places for walking, and I love to 
walk.” Besides that hobby, Brothers wrote 
articles for an earlier Stratford Times news-
paper. A jazz enthusiast, he was invited to 
write an article about Duke Ellington’s visit 
to Stratford and that led to a regular column 
on subjects “of his own choice.” For a spe-
cial edition celebrating Canada’s centennial 
in 1967, Brothers described the Stratford of 
his childhood.

He wrote: 
I wasn’t around in 1867, but perhaps you’d 

like to follow me on an imaginary stroll in 
Stratford on a Saturday morning in July of 
1907. Things and people seen through the 
eyes of a nine-year-old boy.

With my family, I had very recently moved 
to 51 Shrewsbury St. and as arranged I am 
meeting a chum in front of Heinbuch’s at 
112 Downie St. We tarry a few minutes chat-
ting and something draws our attention to 
Franky Rosse’s fruit store on the other side 
of Downie St. I remember that not long be-
fore Franky had a night time fire in his stable 
in behind our former home at #134 Downie 
St. That was an exciting experience for a boy 
like me but not much fun for Franky or his 
unfortunate horses.

Strolling southward, we pass…McCau-
ley’s butcher shop and the Empire Hotel. 
Crossing St. Patrick St., we see the rather 
new Y.M.C.A. building on the corner. Imme-
diately we hear various sounds coming from 
the Grand Trunk Shops. Somebody told me 
that awful row is riveting in the boiler shop. 
Gazing westward we see where Nelson St. is 
being closed and notice the addition to the 
shops which is under construction.

We pass the shops’ office, then cross to the 
east side of Downie St. In a couple of min-
utes, we are at the frame G.T. Depot, very 
close to Downie. Several horse-drawn cabs 
are waiting for the ten o’clock Toronto train 
to come in. Sure enough, there is Tommy 
Johns, on the job as usual. There’s the train, 
a bit late. Walter Davis says that type of en-
gine is called a 6 – 12. Every steam engine 
has a tender, of course…Why there’s Albert 
Brandenberger, who owns the Theatre Al-
bert!

So, we resume our walk and now turn 
north on Downie St. There is the Traders’ 
Bank on the right and the large building is 
the Mooney Biscuit and Candy Co… 

At Douro St., we walk a very short distance 
to the right, then left onto Waterloo St. pass-
ing St. Paul’s Church, a couple of houses 
and there stands Trinity Methodist Church. 
We cross Grange St. and see Loretto Acade-
my. That used to be somebody’s home… We 
cross Rebecca St. and Romeo Creek, into 
which certain boys like to push others. To 
the right is Romeo School. And there are the 
little culverts or bridges which serve the var-
ious households. 

We turn left onto George St. and there is 
the Theatre Albert a short block away. “Kit-
ty corner” across Downie St is the T.T. Simp-
son Livery. That building belongs to my Dad. 
Next door is Heinbuch’s Machine Shop. I like 
the two Heinbuch boys. Werner and Walter…
Walking north in front of the Theatre we no-
tice that the Marks’ Bros. Stock Company … 
are booked for September. 

There is Campbell’s Sparta Restaurant…
Passing 81 Downie St. we notice a new sign 
“Theatorium.” There’s a tongue-twister! I 
think they are showing moving pictures, but 
not every night…The Commercial Hotel is 
on the corner.

Now, on the left we see Market Square and 
the City Hall. There are many farmers in this 
morning and Market Square is a busy place.

We cross Brunswick St. and pass in front of 
J.A. Duggan’s Dry Good Store, which Moth-
er loves, then J.D. McCrimmon’s Shoe Store. 
On the next corner is C.E. Nasmyth’s Drug 
Store. We cross Albert St., pass Stratford 
Building and Savings Association, Oman 
& Mallion’s Grocery, the British Mortgage, 
Fletcher Johnson’s Shoe Store and Nor-
val Babb’s Jewelry Store. Across the street 

now are Duncan Ferguson’s 
Dry Goods, also a favourite 
of Mother’s and W.J. Fer-
guson’s. The block we just 
passed was called Market 
St. until very recently. 

As we are turning right 
onto Ontario St., we glance 
across at the stately Post 
Office and we also notice 
Walsh’s Grocery and Brad-
shaw’s China Hall. We now 
walk east on Ontario St., 
past Bob Easson’s Drug 
Store and Rankin’s Confec-
tionery. Gee, their candy is 
good! There is P.J. Kelly’s 
Clothing Store and the Sen-

ate Poolroom, run by the Patrick Brothers. 
A little farther along at 113 is Bob Pearen’s 
Barber Shop and next to this the Albion Ho-
tel. The laundry on the corner and across 
Waterloo St. we see the Queen’s Hotel… On 
the opposite corner is the Perth Mutual Fire 
Insurance Building.

We turn left now and cross Ontario St., 
walking north alongside Knox Church with 
its steeple. We pass two houses, then Co-
bourg St., two more houses, then before we 
cross the Bridge we gaze affectionately at 
the old Rink, quite close to Waterloo St. Nat-
urally, we are reminded of last year’s excit-
ing hockey games, especially those with Ber-
lin. Sometimes you get awfully cold in that 
rink, unless you’re skating…Just imagine, 
last season Stratford won both the Senior 
and Junior O.H.A. Championships. [Seen 
here in a photograph from Stratford-Perth 
Archives.]

We pause on the bridge and look first in 
one direction and then the other... We contin-
ue our stroll, turning left on William St., and 
as we pass Hamilton St., take a moment to 
glance at St. James’ Church, …The red brick 
building on the left on William is occupied by 
the Stratford Clothing Co. I understand they 
sometimes employ fifty men…Before we turn 
left at Mornington St. we notice St. Joseph’s 
Church to the west…

We cross the Huron St. bridge and pause 
by Jas. Lloyd’s Grocery on the corner of On-
tario. Those Lloyd girls are mighty pretty. I 
think they live out Hibernia St…It is begin-
ning to look like rain…Glancing across Hu-
ron we see first the Court House and as we 
cross the corner we can also see the County 
Jail on the right and the Collegiate Institute 
buildings at the end of the street. Looking 
across St. Andrew St., we see St. Andrew’s 
Church and the Public Library, with its en-
trance on St. Andrew. And there on the cor-
ner is old Central School, where I went for 
one year.

I say good-bye to my friend, who has 
to pick up parcels for his mother at both 
J.H. Kenner’s and H.M. Patterson’s book-
stores…I start for home just as the 12 o’clock 
whistle blows at the Shops… I scurry down 
Church St., then east again on St. Patrick. 
It’s fun to go home by Erie St. sometimes. As 
I pass Kalbfleisch’s Machine Shop I think: 
“They must be pretty smart in there. I under-
stand they can even fix autos.” There is Tom 
Marks on the corner talking to someone…

It starts to rain and I hurry now, running 
up the hill alongside the Lutheran Church 
on St. David. Soon I am home at 51 Shrews-
bury and a little out of breath. Just now I 
saw Jim Preston entering the Preston home 
across the street. He’s a swell hockey play-
er! He plays cover-point for the Stratford 
Juniors.

I didn’t see one auto on this walk although 
there are several in town now. I did see lots 
of horse-drawn rigs of various kinds…

We needed this rain because all the streets 
were pretty dusty except Downie and On-
tario where they are paved. But I hope it 
stops soon – there was to be a ball game to-
day at the flats and probably Percy Patrick 
would be pitching.

That was a catchy tune my chum was 
whistling this morning. His dad bought the 
sheet music in Toronto this week. It’s a new 
song called “School Days”. I’ll bet they’ll 
be playing it at the rink next winter on band 
nights.

Mother says dinner is ready.
Lorne Brothers died in Stratford in 1985. 

His work as a columnist for the Stratford 
Times is noted in his obituary – though 
that Times had stopped publishing in 1971. 
Obviously, the columns were important to 
him. Friends were invited to make memori-
al donations to the Stratford Kiwanis Music 
Festival scholarship fund, a nod to another 
great passion. Lorne and his wife are buried 
at Avondale Cemetery.

Times Past: A Stratford stroll in 1907
BETTY JO BELTON

Stratford Archives
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1)  In what country was the first nuclear reactor 
built?  

2) Which is the only mammal that can kneel on all 
fours? 

3) Which county is Santiago the capital of? 

4) What is the name of the dog in the ‘Back to the 
Future’ films? 

5) Which is the largest species of crocodile? 

6) Where did King Arthur hold court? 

7) Which sign of the zodiac is represented by the 
scales? 

8) Which country was Arnold Schwarzenegger born 
in? 

9) Which nuts are used to make marzipan? 

10) What type of shark was Jaws?

The Perks of Loving a Wallflower / Erica Ridley
@SPL: ROM PB Rid 
The Perks of Loving A Wallflower is 

a Regency romp, second in a series fol-
lowing the Wild Wynchester family, and 
a great read-alike for fans of Bridgerton.

This series follows an unusual family 
on the outer edges of Regency society, 
made up of orphans all adopted by the 
late Baron Wynchester. This story focus-
es on Thomasina, known as Tommy, who 
identifies as non-binary. Tommy is also an 
expert in disguise, and  appears in soci-
ety in the form of her own aged aunt, a 
young Regency miss, or (vital to this sto-
ry) a continental cousin, the Baron Van-
derbean.

The wallflower of the title is Miss Philip-
pa York, a bluestocking who wasn't too heartbroken 
when her betrothed duke married Chloe Wynchester 
instead of her, in the first book of the series. She's never 

felt that tug of romance, until she meets Baron Vander-
bean. He's an answer to her mother's obsession with the 

marriage mart, and shockingly, Philippa 
even likes him.

 Philippa is plump and pretty, but she's 
also a brilliant scholar. She wants to deci-
pher a centuries-old manuscript to refute 
the claims of an army captain who is tak-
ing credit for work that isn't his. And she 
finds that she needs the help of the Wild 
Wynchesters, who are also investigators 
on the side of what's right.

When she discovers that Baron Vander-
bean is actually Tommy, and a woman, 
the stakes of this escapade become even 
higher for both of them. But as they in-
vestigate, sparks fly, and their partnership 
takes on new resonance.

Melanie Kindrachuk
Public Service Librarian
Stratford Public Library

Queer Book of the Month Club

Rae calls for comments on Russeldale intersection improvements

Entire Wingfield series presented at Stratford Perth Museum

All seven episodes of the Walt Wingfield 
plays written by playwright Dan Needles 
will be performed at the Stratford Perth 
Museum running every Sunday night until 
August 14. The one-man show has been per-
formed by acclaimed actor Rod Beattie for 
nearly five thousand performances.

The character Walt Wingfield was born 
when, after university, Needles haphazardly 
became editor of the local weekly newspa-
per in Shelburne, Ontario. He was always 
looking for content and while preferring 
to be at work on the farm, his stories about 
day-to-day happenings amused his cowork-
ers so that they suggested writing a column 
about it.

 “I went in to talk to them to do some 
writing for them, and the editor was taken 
away by the police. I was standing in the 
office just after he had been removed and 
they were now looking for an editor. I was 
just going to do some writing for them and I 
found myself the new editor. I told the boss 
that I hadn’t any journalism experience or 
journalism school and he said, ‘that’s a very 
strong point in your favour!’’ laughed Nee-
dles.

Thus Walt was born. Walt Wingfield is a 

retired stock broker who 
leaves the city and moves 
to fictional small town 
Persephone to become 
a gentleman farmer and 
writes letters to the edi-
tor.

Rod Beattie has been 
the lead since 1985, and 
the characters were all 
based on friends of Nee-
dles.

“But they all hang out 
at Rod’s place now. They 
never come over any-
more, I never see them,” 
he joked.

Beattie manages to pre-
serve a sense of curiosity and wonder about 
this world that he steps into, attributing to 
how well he pulls off the characters. He’s 
very good at all the characters, according to 
Needles, with just a few change in charac-
teristics he can make them come to life.

“I think his real gift, as the character of 
Walt, is just full of wonder. He’s a decent fel-
low, and prepared to change his mind about 
things, which makes him distinctive. He has 
his ideas but when things go to the wayside, 
he’s willing to listen to people and adapt and 
change course. He’s not a rigid thinker,” said 

Needles.
Each play is about 

some obsession that Walt 
has; by the time the play 
is over, he has changed 
his mind about what he 
thought was a good idea 
in the first act. 

“This is a man who 
left the life he knew on 
Bay Street and to try and 
change his way of life. 
He thinks he wants peace 
and quiet but finds what 
he really wants is much 
more important and that’s 
human community. A 
timely lesson for today,” 

thought Needles.
As a one man show, Beattie can change 

characters with a tilt of a hat, a change in 
profile or a change in voice. 

This is the first time the collection of plays 
is being performed in its entirety. They were 
written as standalone episodes, you do not 
need to see the plays in sequence. Each is 
an experience in its own. He was drawn to 
writing in a play format quite simply.

“Someone rented a theatre and asked me 
to do a script. There was a deadline. That’s 
the only way I write. They sell tickets, set a 

date, and they say, when can you have some-
thing to us? I need to be pressured. I was 
working for an insurance company at the 
time, I desperately wanted to get out of the 
industry. Theatre isn’t paying, but I seemed 
to tap into a theme and that is the return to 
community.”

His challenge in writing a one man show 
was with plot, he didn’t think he was very 
good at plot, he just told his stories. But he 
had help hooking it together from Beattie, 
in a narrative that resounded with the audi-
ence. The plays were also made into a tele-
vision series, which could be why some of 
this is sounding familiar. Going from stage 
to television was easy, they just put a camera 
in front of Rod Beattie on the stage.

“I built the first set for $48 bucks, CBC 
spent about a half a million.”

Tickets are sold on a show by show basis. 
Anyone who buys tickets to all seven shows 
receives two Family Passes to the Stratford 
Perth Museum (a $40 value). The passes 
have no expiry date.

General admission tickets are $40 plus 
HST. There are a limited number of VIP 
tickets available for $45 and that includes 
reserved front row seating and wait service. 
This is a licenced event. Tickets are avail-
able via the Stratford Perth Museum website 
– click the Buy Admission or Tickets icon.

ROD BEATTIE

Matthew Rae, MPP for Perth-Wellington, 
encourages West Perth residents to provide 
comments as part of the Minister of Trans-
portation Class Environmental Assessment 
(EA) study for the proposed improvements 
to the Russeldale intersection (Highway 23 
and Perth Line 20). 

The study will include a review of alterna-
tives and make recommendations for inter-
section improvements, considering options 
for traffic signals or a roundabout. 

The Study is being completed in accor-
dance with MTO’s Class Environmental As-
sessment for Provincial Transportation Fa-

cilities (2000) as a Group ‘B’ project. Group 
‘B’ projects represent major improvements 
to provincial transportation facilities. 

An online Public Information Centre 
(PIC) will be presenting the design of the 
proposed intersection improvements and 
will provide an opportunity for public input 

on the Study. The PIC will be advertised on 
the project website, in the local newspaper, 
and via direct and/or electronic mail to those 
on the Study’s mailing list. 

For further information or to be added to 
the Study mailing list you can visit the proj-
ect website: www.highway23russeldale.ca.

LISA CHESTER-HANNA

Stratford Times Correspondent
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Western’s Discovery Week introduces students to 
healthcare in rural communities 

Western University’s medical stu-
dents experienced working in a rural 
healthcare setting.

Between May 30-June 3, 28 students 
from Western’s Schulich School of 
Medicine and Dentistry shadowed doc-
tors and met patients as part of the Hu-
ron Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) 
for Discovery Week. A press release 
from Western said the week helps stu-
dents understand what it means to work 
in a rural setting, with 33 communities 
participating. 

Dr. George Kim, the assistant dean of 
Distributed Education at the Schulich 
School of Medicine and Dentistry, said 
that most Canadians experience health 
care outside of an academic health care 
centre like London or Windsor. 

“We have a responsibility to show 
students what health care looks like in 
communities that many of them have 
come from,” he said. “In return, when 
students have options or opportunities 
to pursue their education outside of 
London or Windsor, they're very spe-
cifically going back to their Discovery 
Week communities and that's what our 
partners say. They say that when the 
senior medical student return for some 

experiences, they were there in their 
first year as a Discovery Week student.”

Discovery Week is close to approach-
ing its 25th year in 2023. However, it 
did not run for two years in 2020 and 
2021 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and the program’s heavy reliance on its 
community partners. 

“The health system was, understand-
ably, focused elsewhere and didn't have 
the space to have junior trainees and 
apprenticeship position at the bedside,” 
Dr. Kim said. “I think for health care 
workers at that time, we just didn't 
know what the day was going to look 
like, so to be able to commit to a com-
munity enrichment and immersion pro-
gram like Discovery Week, it wasn't a 
fair ask of our partners.”

Laurie Roberts, the corporate lead 
medical staff for the HPHA, said most 
students who worked with the HPHA 
said they had a great experience during 
Discovery Week. Out of the 28 students 
paired with HPHA, 16 of them were in 
Stratford, and four students each were 
in St. Marys, Clinton, and Seaforth.

After Discovery Week, the students 
often return to the communities they 
worked in for their elective rotations 
and residencies. 

“Most of our recruitment comes as 
a result of the exposure and the repeat 

exposure that these students and resi-
dents have had throughout the course 
of their training years,” Roberts said. 

Dr. Shanil Narayan, the internal med-
icine doctor and medical program di-
rector for HPHA and the regional aca-
demic director for the Schulich School 
of Medicine and Dentistry, added that 
doctors tend to return to the areas 
where they feel comfortable and have 
medical training.

“By practicing in rural areas, they 
feel comfortable there and they appre-
ciate what life there is like,” he said.

Programs like Discovery Week are 
also important to communities because 
patients prefer to have health care that’s 
close to home and most health issues 
are diagnosed outside of academic 
healthcare centres. 

“What you want to do is to make sure 
your clinicians are picking things up 
and then you can move those conditions 
to the appropriate resource, but overall 
you want to make sure you're matching 
your resources to your areas of need,” 
Dr. Narayan said. 

Lauren Devito, a first-year medical 
student at Western University, was in 
Stratford during Discovery Week.

The students with HPHA were placed 
with a different specialist or clinic each 
day to get a broad scope of health care 
in the area. Devito explained that while 
the university placed the students in 
different areas, the students provided 
some input for where they wanted to go. 
The close proximity to her hometown 

of London, the rural community, and 
specialities such as family medicine, 
pediatrics, and hospitalist appealed to 
Devito.

"It was a fantastic experience,” De-
vito said. “I know I can speak on be-
half of the rest of the students. We were 
so excited just because of COVID, we 
didn't really have too much opportu-
nities to be a little more hands-on and 
be in the clinic, so it was really excit-
ing to be placed in a rural community 
and to be able to experience health care 
in-person for the first time in a while."

For any aspiring medical students, 
Devito said to be open-minded about 
working in a rural community.

“It has so many benefits and advan-
tages that I feel like a lot of people 
don't often think about,” she said. “The 
community is close, you get to know 
your patients, you get to know the other 
patients and healthcare providers in a 
close and intimate setting, so I feel like 
that can really strengthen the health 
care system. I just encourage people 
to get out there to experience it to be 
open to those opportunities and to re-
ally keep an open mind because it's so 
cool and I never really considered it be-
fore but now I definitely am ever since 
attending Discovery Week.” 

Western and the HPHA will pair up 
again the week of July 18 for Discovery 
Health Care, where 30 local high school 
students will visit Stratford General 
Hospital to learn more about working 
in health care in the area.

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

Gerber named Business Leader 
of the Year by Chamber

The Stratford & Dis-
trict Chamber of Com-
merce congratulates 
CEO of investStratford, 
Joani Gerber, as the 
2022 recipient of the 
Business Leader of the 
Year. The award will be 
presented October 13 at 
the annual Business Ex-
cellence Awards gala at 
the Best Western Arden 
Park Hotel.

Joani has brought a 
wealth of experience 
to investStratford since 
taking the helm in 2017. 
Her leadership experi-
ence includes positions at both the Water-
loo and Stratford Accelerator Centres, the 
Perth Community Futures Development 
Corporation, and the Stratford Perth Cen-
tre for Business. She is a Board Member 
of the Huron-Perth Healthcare Alliance 
and worked closely with the United Way 
Perth-Huron Campaign Cabinet and the 
Stratford & District Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors.

Born and raised in Stratford, her sense 
of business and community started at an 
early age at JS News, the business owned 
and operated by her family on Wellington 
Street in downtown Stratford. Entrepre-
neurship and small business are important 
to the success of any community and Joani 
takes great pride in supporting the growth 

of all businesses in Strat-
ford and area.

Stratford Mayor Dan 
Mathieson said of Ms. 
Gerber, “Joani’s stead-
fast, strong, and depend-
able leadership at invest-
Stratford has improved 
and enhanced our com-
munity in countless 
ways. She works tire-
lessly and capably not 
only to maintain and 
support local businesses, 
but also to attract new 
investment, and build 
on the strong economic 
foundation we have here 

in Stratford.”
investStratford supports the City of 

Stratford’s economic development goals 
and is committed to advancing the eco-
nomic future of Stratford through invest-
ment in arts, education and industry.

The Business Leader of the Year is vot-
ed in secret ballot by the Chamber Board 
of Directors from a list of nominees. The 
person with the top number of votes is the 
winner, with the intention of highlighting 
a personal story to inspire our community.

The Chamber of Commerce Business 
Excellence Awards offer businesses the 
chance to shine and are an opportunity 
for businesses to promote advancement of 
responsible business leadership within the 
community.

JOANI GERBER

Coaches and/or parents are invited 
to send in your sports reports and 
pictures to the Stratford Times to let 
Stratford and area know how your 
teams are doing throughout the new 
2021-22 season (and to create some 
great scrapbook material to be reflect-
ed upon in future years).
Game reports should be kept to a 

maximum of 100 words. Please 
include a brief description of what 
happened during your games, includ-
ing the names of those who scored 
and any special efforts made by your 
players.
Please have all reports and pictures 

in by the end of the month by email-
ing stratfordtimes@gmail.com.

Send in your sports reports
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Avon Trail plans big hike for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Can’t figure out what to get the Queen 
as she celebrates her platinum jubilee this 
year? You’re in luck, as the Avon Trail has 
just what you’re looking for.

You can celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s 
platinum jubilee with a three-day hike. 
The 70-kilometre hike will take place on 
the Avon Trail September 3-5, as the dis-
tance will honour the Queen’s 70th year 
as monarch.

A web page on the Government of Can-
ada’s website celebrating the Platinum Ju-
bilee said that Queen Elizabeth II is the 
first to celebrate a platinum jubilee and 
is Canada’s longest running sovereign. 

Prince Charles and Camilla, the Prince of 
Wales and Duchess of Cornwall, went on a 
Royal Tour in May 2022 for the occasion. 

Bruce Graham, the hike leader and Avon 
River’s trail coordinator, said that as far as 
he knows, there have not been any other 
hikes for previous milestone years of the 
Queen’s monarchy. However, there was a 
hike in 2017 for Canada 150, which con-
sisted of hiking for 150 kilometers over 
seven days.

"This is the first thing that I know of for 
specifically our Queen,” Graham said.

The Avon Trail itself stretches 121 kilo-
meters between St. Marys and Conestogo. 
The upcoming hike will take in the best 
parts of the trail.

“It's not just a continuous A to B to C 

to D, but the best of the Avon Trail which 
includes a lot of Carolinian forest walking 
beside the Avon River, walking beside the 
Nith River, walking beside Silver Creek 
through a couple of settlements, so it's an 
interesting trail,” Graham said.

The event will be volunteer-led and rain 
or shine. Each day, a bus will pick up par-

ticipants in Stratford to take them to the 
Avon Trail. About 25 people in total are 
expected to attend the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee hike. The hike will end in down-
town Stratford on September 5 and the 
hiking group will go out for a celebratory 
drink. The cost of the event is $85.

Visit avontrail.ca for more information. 

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

75 YEARS AND COUNTING
If you were- or are-a young person who has ever been to summer camp, it could’ve been that 
you attended summer camp at “Camp Bimini” at one time or another. The camp is located 
south- east of Stratford on the Embro Road has offered a camp experience since 1947. 
Camp Bimini is one of approximately 55 United Church of Canada camps across Canada. 
The camp came into being in 1947 through the foresight and hardwork of some of the local 
clergy. Following World War II, there was a new interest in doing something for the youth of 
the country. The United church was caught up in this interest and Perth County presbytery 
embraced the idea as stated in the Camp Bimini history. In that history, officials continued to 
say that the beautiful shaded meadows along the Embro road, in Downie Township, would 
become known as the Bimini picnic area. Camp Bimini coordinator Carol Young recently 
stated that they are back in 2022 to being an overnight camp. She goes on to say that they 
employ 60 teenagers as counsellors-in-training, counsellors, program leaders and more. 
This year the camp began July 3 and finishes August 26 with approximately 700 campers 
attending over the summer, with ages ranging from 9- 14 years. The list of churches/organi-
zations that sponsor cabins at Camp Bimini include Kiwanis club of Stratford, Thamesview 
United church in Fullarton, St. Mary’s United church, Avondale United church- Stratford, 
Kirkton United church, Atwood United church, Parkview United church-Stratford, St. Pauls 
United church in Milverton, Main St. United Church in Mitchell, Grace United Church in 
Tavistock, and Hampstead United church north of Shakespeare. Camp Bimini is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary on Sunday, August 28 from 3-7 p.m. The golf tournament is Friday, Aug. 
26 at the Mitchell golf and country club. Just as the motto of Bimini camp states: Experience 
Nature, Grow Spiritually, and Create Lifelong Friendships. More info is available at www.
campbimini.ca. Pictured recently  preparing for a busy summer at the Camp are program 
directors Sage Wolfcamp from Mitchell and Emma Hagen-Johnson from Woodstock with 
Young joining them.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING
If visitors have travelled between Shakespeare and New Hamburg in Perth county recently, 
you would have seen the ‘open’ flag out most days at the historical Fryfogel‘s  Tavern. Strat-
ford’s Sam Gibson, 26 has been working in a contract position with the Perth County Histor-
ical Foundation to help restore and update some of the history of what was once a  settling 
point on the Huron tract, between Kitchener (Berlin) and Goderich Ontario. The young 
history buff said he feels good in trying to bring some of the rooms in the Tavern back to 
original form. The historical board invites all local residents and visitors from near and far to 
come and see progress being made at what Sebastian Fryfogel once called the Fryfogel Inn. 
Visitors are also encouraged to visit the arboretum and acreage behind the Inn and enjoy the 
nature walk through the path where various species of plants and flowers have been planted 
over the last number of years. It is a trip worth taking.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Rae appointed PA to Minister of 
Education

Matthew Rae, Member of Provincial 
Parliament for Perth-Wellington, was ap-
pointed to the role of Parliamentary As-
sistant (PA) to the Minister of Education. 
Rae joins Patrice Barnes, MPP for Ajax, 
as the two PAs to the Minister of Educa-
tion.

“It is a great honour to serve the people 
of Perth-Wellington and Ontario in this 
additional role,” said Rae. “My profession-
al experience in education and represent-
ing a predominantly rural riding provides 
me with a unique perspective.”

Premier Doug Ford announced his Cab-
inet in late June, with Stephen Lecce re-
taining his position as the Minister of 
Education. PA’s principally assist their re-
spective minister in their legislative duties 
but may also assist in extra-parliamentary 
activities such as engaging in policy for-
mation.

“I look forward to working with Min-
ister Lecce and PA Barnes on learning 
recovery, mental health, and a return to 
normal classes,” said Rae.
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AO Pasta owners enjoying work-life-balance following 
business model shift 

From starting as a walk-in restaurant 
to now operating as an Italian grocer, 
the couple behind AO Pasta Shop faced 
many changes throughout their years of 
running the business.

Suzy Schlotzhauer, the owner and 
manager of AO Pasta Shop, first 
opened the business with her husband 
Kris Schlotzhauer around four-and-
a-half years ago on Erie Street. There 
were no reservations for the first year 
and 24 seats. They had a business part-
ner as well to tackle front-of-the-house 
operations.

AO Pasta moved to the current 20 

Wellington Street location in January 
2020. However, the COVID-19 Pan-
demic forced restaurants to shut down 
dining service. Throughout the past 
two years, AO Pasta offered takeout 
and off-and-on dine-in service, de-
pending on COVID-19 restrictions. 
The Schlotzhauers’ business partner 
eventually left.

"We kept doing what we were doing 
for a period of time and then decided 
with both of our kids being in school 
and to see inconsistency and the staff 
shortage that we wanted to do some-
thing that was a bit more manageable 
for us during the day. Having evenings. 
Having a bit of a family life,” Schlot-
zhauer explained. 

In 2022, AO Pasta became a grocer 
offering products like breads, sauces 
and pre-made pasta dishes such as la-
sagnas and cannelloni. The work-life-
balance, so far, has been great for the 
family. 

“We alternate who picks up the kids. 
Kris comes in early to get all the bread 
and pasta made for the day and if we're 
not home for dinner, we're at least home 
for bedtime. I drop the kids to school 
every morning. It's nice. There's a bit 
more routine in everybody's life,” she 
said. 

Stratford is a city known for its 
restaurants and theatre. With the Strat-
ford Festival returning to indoor per-
formances for the first time since the 

COVID-19 Pandemic began, business 
is blooming.

"It feels like the city is buzzing again, 
so I really love it. Because we've been 
recognized by locals over the last few 
years, right now, we get a lot of foot 
traffic of just people walking around,” 
Schlotzhauer said.  “But we get local 
shoppers, so we get the best of both 
worlds right now which is nice and 
hopefully people keep coming back 
and learn what we're doing here."

Currently, the Schotzhauers and a 
few other staff members operate the 
shop. AO Pasta also recently started 
serving a hot pasta lunch takeout again. 

Visit www.aopasta.com to view their 
menu.

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

MUSIC & FUN
Stratford Live Music and Food Festival had perfect weather conditions and crowds of people gathering to take in the sounds, sights and savoury tastes that were available all weekend long 
at the June 17-19 festival.
Right, Violet McCabe playing The Beatles' Across the Universe on ukulele while left, Kaitie Famme playing a rendition of The Beatles' Blackbird.

(FRED GONDER & MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)
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With roof assessment underway and 
discussion of appropriate adaptive reuse 
of the Grand Trunk Railway Shops ongo-
ing, I think it is long overdue to explore 
the grand technological significance of 
the Shops. After all, the material and 
technological breakthroughs of the shop 
have seldom - if ever - been explored. So 
let’s explore!

Though fruitful, a chronological histo-
ry of the Shops’ many expansions simply 
cannot be told here. Instead, I’ll focus on 
the most fascinating and comprehensive 
era, the 1907-09 expansion. Although a 
tender shop was added in 1904, the Shops 
proved inadequate by 1906. As a result, 
planning for yet another expansion began 
in the winter of 1906. By August 1907, 
construction began on the massive 616 
feet by 175 feet machine and erecting 
shop, as well as a boiler shop, and a pow-
erhouse. By 1909, this massive undertak-
ing was complete with a dinner to mark 
the formal opening on February 18th.

The Arnold Company of Chicago, Il-
linois supervised the engineering and 
construction work of the Shops in Strat-
ford. This company was renowned across 
North America for its work on steam and 
electric railways. It was organized by 
Bion J. Arnold in 1896 “primarily to build 
electric power plants, a number of which 
were built at that time.” By the time of 
the expansion of the Shops in Stratford, 
Arnold was a substantial figure in the en-
gineering world. He was even noted to be 
a close friend of Thomas Edison who had 
his own connection to Stratford’s railway 
history when he was young.

Vice President of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, E.H. Fitzhugh oversaw the proj-
ect. Superintendent of Motive Power, 
W.D. Robb, and Master Mechanic Rob-
ert Patterson worked on project details 
including the machine tool layout of the 

machine and erecting Shops. B.V. Hole 
of London, Ontario, was awarded the 
general building contract. The Canadian 
Bridge Company of Walkerville, Ontar-
io fabricated and erected the structur-
al steel. Davidson and Von Aueberg of 
Montreal installed the concrete piles.

Glazing
Although mothballed today, significant 

glazing comprised much of the Shops. The 
windows appear to have been rolled steel 
sash as seen with the steel muntins and 
mullions in the historic photographs. This 
window type was quite a new product at 
the time of construction, and it permit-
ted maximum light in the building. Re-
nowned industrial architect Albert Kahn 
experimented with reinforced concrete and 
glazed exteriors that maximized daylight, 
likely influencing the design of the Shops. 
Up until the second decade of the 20th cen-
tury, natural daylight was prized and even 
favoured over artificial light. Engineer 
Harry Franklin Porter stated in 1915 that, 
“window glass and white paint are better 
than electric lamps in the daytime for sup-
plying factory illumination.”

This prioritization of natural light was 
seen in the use of Arthur E. Rendle’s 

Paradigm Skylights in which 55,000 sq. 
feet were installed. This technology was 
not new for the 20th century. Rendle 
showcased some form of skylight at the 
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chica-
go in 1893, which would have been no 
small feat. Its installation in the Shops is 
therefore fantastic.

Concrete
The GTR expansion required the exten-

sive use of Portland cement, a key ingre-
dient for concrete. An infant industry in 
Canada in the early 1890s, the use of con-
crete – through the production and promi-
nence of Portland cement – skyrocketed in 
the first decade of the 1900s. Before Port-
land cement production started in Canada 
in 1886, domestic production would have 
been strictly in natural hydraulic cement, 
an industry that likely began in Thorold, 
Ontario in 1841.

Particularly significant is the use of rein-
forced concrete, used mainly for the walls 
of the surviving machine and erecting 
shop. While forms of reinforced concrete 
can be traced to the Romans, its first use in 
the United States was likely in 1875. Its use 
in Canada does not appear to have occurred 
much before 1904.

According to a 1909 article in Railway 
Master Mechanic, the expanded Shops re-
quired the use of concrete piles “in the first 
eight bents of the machine and erecting 
shop, the engine pits are also supported on 
concrete piles, eight concrete piles being 
driven under each engine pit, each figured 
to carry a maximum load of 35 tons.” These 
were Simplex piles. While piles have been 
used for centuries, the concrete pile was 
quite new, having been introduced in the 
United States in 1901 when A.A. Raymond 
developed the Raymond pile.

In 1903, the Simplex pile was first intro-
duced. It too was a cast-in-place type pile. 
At its most basic, the Simplex made “their 
piles in the ground by driving an empty cy-
lindrical iron form into the ground and fill-
ing the hole so formed with rich concrete 
as the shell is drawn up. In this way the 
concrete is brought into intimate contact 
with the soil and takes a firm hold.” As-
toundingly, it is likely that the Shops are an 
early example of an industrial structure in 
Canada that used reinforced concrete and 
cast-in-place concrete piles!

Further positioning the Shops temporal-
ly, the use of concrete was rapidly adopt-
ed in the first decade of the 20th century. 
In fact, it was viewed by some engineers 
as the best possible material for industrial 
buildings since it was regarded as fireproof, 
it was rigid and could withstand the abuse 
of faulty workmanship and design, and its 
strength increased over time. As concrete 
became more reliable, faith in this material 
increased with an almost zealous fervour.

Certainly much has been said of the 
contribution of the Shops towards Strat-
ford’s growth and identity. I hope this ar-
ticle persuades those who simply see the 
Shops as an eyesore that they are far more 
than an old Stratford story. They are the 
story of Canada’s industrialization and 
the desires of humankind to innovate and 
overcome challenges with engineering 
and technology. So here’s to hoping that 
there’s a strong emphasis on historical in-
terpretation when the Grand Trunk Shops 
are adaptively reused!

Warren trusses along the west elevation of the Grand Trunk Shops.

Diagram of the Shops showing concrete piles and skylights. The Railway and Marine World, 1907

The Grand Significance of the Grand Trunk Shops
HAYDEN BULBROOK

Stratford Times Correspondent

(HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)
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The Stratford Shakespearean Festival of 
Canada (Stratford Festival) is an annual, 
multi-stage festival that runs from April to 
November. As Canada’s largest theatre fes-
tival, it welcomes hundreds of thousands of 
tourists to Stratford each year. Showcasing 
everything from classical to contemporary 
plays, with an emphasis on Shakespeare, 
this festival is an important economic driv-
er for the region. Its cancellation in 2020 
and shortened season in 2021 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a signifi-
cant loss of revenue for the local Stratford 
economy. The Government of Canada is 
committed to revitalizing major events and 
festivals and the hard-hit tourism industry, 
while strengthening communities and local 
economies. 

Today, the Honourable Helena Jaczek, 
Minister responsible for the Federal Eco-
nomic Development Agency for Southern 

Ontario (FedDev Ontario), announced a 
non-repayable investment of more than 
$11.3 million to support the recovery and 
future growth of the Stratford Shakespear-
ean Festival of Canada, and seven tourism 
and community infrastructure projects in 
the region.

“The Stratford Festival, tourism busi-
nesses and community spaces are vital to 
the local economy and the quality of life for 
residents and visitors in Stratford,” Jaczek 
said. “They generate significant revenue for 
local businesses and create jobs across the 
region. Today’s investments will help the 
Stratford Festival, the tourism sector and 
the entire community continue their recov-
ery and growth, and protect jobs.”

Peter Fragiskatos, MP for London North 
Centre, added his thoughts by saying, “The 
Stratford Festival is Canada’s largest the-
atre festival and one of southern Ontario’s 

marquee events. With the 
FedDev Ontario support 
announced today, festival 
goers and the other tourism 
and community spaces will 
bring back to vibrancy in 
the city.”

An investment of $10 
million for the Stratford 
Festival, provided through 
the Major Events and Fes-
tivals Support Initiative 
(MFESI), is enabling the 
Festival to recover from 
the impacts of the past 

two years and return to its pre-pandemic 
scale, positioning it for strong and resilient 
growth. As a result of this investment, the 
Stratford Festival will operate at four in-
door venues, extend its season and produce 
a total of 10 plays, five of which are funded 
through this investment. This support will 
result in positive economic impacts for the 
Stratford-area tourism and hospitality sec-
tors.

“The Stratford Festival is grateful for this 
much-needed financial support. This fund-
ing enabled a limited outdoor season in 
2021, which brought 34,000 people to Strat-
ford,” Carol Stephenson, past chair of the 
Stratford Festival board of directors, said. 
“This year it allows us to double the num-
ber of performances that will bring close to 
320,000 people to Stratford. This will have 
a significant economic impact and support 
job creation. Directly and indirectly, it will 
help artists, arts workers, business owners 
and others in the business, arts, and tourism 
sectors who suffered from the cancellation 
of our 2020 season.”

In addition, over $1.3 million, through 
the Tourism Relief Fund (TRF) and 
the Canada Community Revitalization 
Fund (CCRF) was announced for seven 
projects that will enhance community in-
frastructure or help tourism entities and 
communities safely welcome back visitors 
in the Stratford area, including The Lit-
tle Prince Cinema, who received nearly 
$100,000 to expand operations to establish 
a new microcinema facility, which will in-
clude two screening rooms.

Leigh Cooney, founder of the Little 
Prince Cinema, added her gratitude as well.

"This funding from FedDev Ontario 
couldn't have come at a better time. Not 
only did we survive the pandemic, but we 
have flourished, in our own small way. This 
financial support through the Tourism Re-
lief Fund means we can look forward to 
not just surviving, but expanding our little 

project! A prospect we had heretofore only 
dreamed of. There are no words to express 
our gratitude.”

The Little Prince Cinema was designed 
and built in 2019 by Leigh Cooney, along-
side several friends, family members, film-
makers, artists, and the local community. 
The cinema holds the world record as the 
smallest cinema and operates as a social 
enterprise, with a community-before-prof-
its model.

With a national budget of $200 million 
over two years, the Major Events and Fes-
tivals Support Initiative (MFESI) supports 
major Canadian festivals and events that 
have been hit hard by the economic impacts 
of COVID-19 to adapt and enhance their 
activities as the economy recovers. The 
program is delivered in southern Ontario 
by FedDev Ontario.

The Government of Canada’s $500-mil-
lion Tourism Relief Fund is helping tour-
ism-oriented businesses and organizations 
recover from the pandemic and prepare 
for future growth, with a minimum of $50 
million of the Fund allocated to support-
ing Indigenous-led projects or Indigenous 
focussed projects. FedDev Ontario is de-
livering nearly $120 million of the Tour-
ism Relief Fund across southern Ontario. 
With a national investment of $500 million 
over two years, the Canada Community 
Revitalization Fund supports projects that 
build new community infrastructure and 
revitalize existing assets, bring people back 
to public spaces safely and stimulate local 
economies. This includes $139 million for 
projects in southern Ontario, delivered by 
FedDev Ontario.

Since 2015, the Government of Canada, 
through FedDev Ontario, has invested al-
most $19 million in 20 projects in Stratford, 
that are estimated to create and maintain 
over 2,500 jobs. This builds on previous 
$370,000 in FedDev Ontario support for the 
Stratford Festival.

Feds give boost to local tourism, community infrastructure

Witzel’s Every Little Nookie hits 
stage at Festival

The Stratford Festival is welcoming au-
diences back to the Studio Theatre as per-
formances begin for director ted witzel’s 
production of Every Little Nookie. 

This world première by playwright Sun-
ny Drake takes us to Toronto in the very near 
future where we meet a suburban boomer 
couple who begin to question the state of 
their marriage upon returning home to find 
their queer millennial daughter, Annabel, 
hosting a swingers’ party to make cash. 
Annabel, in turn, must ponder her own fu-
ture when she adds a new relationship to 
her chosen family of polyamorous and pla-
tonic roommates. In this high-spirited sex 
romp, it’s not just the earth that moves, as 
shifting paradigms encourage new possi-
bilities, both personal and political. 

This production features Marion Ad-
ler as Margaret; John Koensgen as her 
husband, Kenneth; Rose Tuong as their 
daughter, Annabel; Khadijah Roberts-Ab-
dullah as Annabel’s partner, Grace; Ste-
phen Jackman-Torkoff asSmash; Richard 
Lam as Matt; Verónica Hortigüela as Crys-
tal; and Robert King as Phoenix. 

“sunny’s script is as sharp as it is gener-

ous. it is a heartfelt and witty comedy that 
is not shy about getting into the muck of 
our current unsustainable economic para-
digm. Every Little Nookie nimbly treads a 
line between the joy we’re all looking for 
after two years of isolation, while still pro-
voking us to consider the world we want 
to create now,” says witzel. “We have a 
brilliant, funny and wickedly smart group 
of artists who have come together to take 
audiences on a wild ride into big conver-
sations. I could not be more grateful to 
have spent these months collaborating with 
them.” 

Every Little Nookie has its opening on 
July 9 and runs until October 1. For tickets 
and information visit www.stratfordfesti-
val.ca. 

Support for the creation of Every Little 
Nookie is generously provided by The Fo-
erster Bernstein New Play Development 
Program. The 2022 season runs until Oc-
tober 30, featuring Hamlet, Chicago, The 
Miser, Little Women, Richard III, All’s 
Well That Ends Well, Death and the King’s 
Horseman, Every Little Nookie, Ham-
let-911 and 1939.

A LADIES ONLY CHARITY MOTORCYCLE RIDE

Check out our website for more information.
www.thewickedride.ca
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Stratford Branch 8
ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS 

AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
Branch 8 offers assistance, through the services of Veteran Affairs Canada, 

to eligible veterans, their spouses, widows and dependents through the 
Poppy Fund. 

Starting in April 2022, Veterans residing in Canada who apply for a disability 
benefit for a mental health condition - as well as those who already applied 
but have not yet reached a decision – will qualify for the new Mental Health 
Benefits. This program provides early access to coverage for prescription 

drugs and certain mental health services related to anxiety and depressive 
disorders, and trauma and stressor-related disorders. 

Please contact Reg at the Legion 519-271-4540 for a consultation.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com

As the website for Miss Sophie’s Dé-
cor tells us, nothing you love ever goes 
out of style.

The new home décor boutique, located 
at 17 Ontario Street, offers a combina-
tion of French country and Shabby Chic 
styles and it’s something that owner Jea-
nette Witschi appeals to her on a number 
of levels.

“I like to challenge myself, so I’m al-
ways trying something new,” Witschi 
said. “I was in IT for 26 years and I also 
ran a bed & breakfast, which was very 
successful. Then I decided to try some-
thing new – I’ve always loved interior 
design and décor, and I hope to someday 
add to the business by helping people in 
their homes and put it all together. But 
I love old things, and that was reflected 
in all my century-old homes. I also like 
mixing old with new, but French provin-
cial/French country has always appealed 
to me.”

Stepping inside Miss Sophie’s will 
give a good indication as to what Wits-
chi’s style is: classic items with soft hints 
of years gone by, mixed with a splash of 
accenting colours here and there. There 
is a little something for every room in 
the house, and Witschi thinks her shop 
offers just the right touches in all the 
right places.

“The store has a lot of white furniture 
mixed in with soft pinks and blues, and I 
thought it was a very different style than 
anything else in Stratford,” she said. 
“We have beautiful soaps from the south 
of France that have been a big hit; lin-
ens, art and just a variety of items I hope 
everyone will fall in love with and can 
picture in their space at home.”

Trends in décor come and go, and 
Witschi believes staying flexible but also 
sticks to the basic principle of go with 
what makes you happy. Finding a piece 

of inspiration and working around that is 
a good starting point, as she states your 
home should reflect who you are. As 
such, she hopes that will be reflected in 
how the store is viewed by its customers.

“The store is whatever people want it 
to be, whether that is popping in to buy 
something or looking to redo a whole 
room at home and need someone to 
bounce some thoughts off of,” she said. 
“Over the years, I have been asked by 
family and friends to assist with deco-
rating their homes. I’m not an interior 
designer but it’s something I believe I 
have an eye for and something I have a 
passion for. If customers want my opin-
ion or would like me to help them put it 
all together, it’s something I would cer-
tainly like to offer.”

Witschi says that she’s a fan of the oth-
er shops in Stratford and finds herself 

going through them frequently, but Miss 
Sophie’s is purposefully different.

“There are lots of beautiful shops in 
Stratford and I love browsing through 
them as I like supporting other local 

small businesses, but I will say that Miss 
Sophie’s is a different style,” she said. “If 
you like decorating with a lot of white 
mixed in with some soft pastel colours, 
lace and flowers than it’s certainly the 
shop for you. I hope Miss Sophie’s be-
comes a one-stop shop for locals and 
tourists alike, whether you’re looking 
for kitchen items, new bedding for your 
home, something to spruce up your 
room, or a gift for that special someone 
– I hope they will think of my store.”

Having only been open since mid-
June, Miss Sophie’s has already drawn 
positive reviews from customers. Wits-
chi reports that people love the elegance 
of the store and are happy to have some-
thing like that to call their own in Strat-
ford.

“They tell me how beautiful it is and 
how happy they are to have a store like 
this open – that makes my heart full and 
I know I’m on the right track,” she said. 
“If you have a passion for something you 
will always succeed.”

You can visit Witschi and Miss Sophie 
– her year and a half old mini cockapoo 
whom the store is named for – Tuesdays 
through Saturdays 11-5:30 p.m. and from 
11-5 on Sundays. The store can also be 
found online at misssophiesdecor.com 
and on social media as well.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

New décor shop offers style discovery in classic manner
Worth The Stroll

WELCOME
Jeanette Witschi and Sophie are set to welcome you to Miss Sophie’s Décor shop on Ontario 
Street, a new boutique that offers classic décor and accessories.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

L - R: Darlene Dundas, Darcy Wheal, Steph Hodgson, 
Stewart Grant and Louise Bell

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | TICO #50010159
519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com

www.stonetowntravel.com

Let us help you book your next vacation!

A SPLASHING 
GOOD TIME
It was time to enjoy the 
summer weather at the Lions 
Pool on Canada Day, as the 
free swim hosted lots of water 
lovers – including some who 
were just looking to make the 
biggest splash they could!

PARADING AROUND
The Canada Day Parade had a 
little something for everyone, 
as swimmer Amiera Black 
showed up for her fans; Infini-
ty Dance put on a show within 
the show for spectators; and 
the Stratford Concert Band 
belted out the tunes as they 
made their way along the 
parade route.

CANADA DAY FUN
Errol Fischer of The Book-
ends strums away during 
their set on stage at Festival 
Square on Canada Day. The 
Celtic group was just one of 
many in a packed line-up to 
celebrate the July 1 festivities.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)

(MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)
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Factory Food Outlet

Locally Sourced
Norpac, Metzger Meats, Hayter’s Turkey, 

The Butcher The Baker, Anna Mae’s Bakery, 
Soloway Hot Dog Factory

25 S Service Rd, St. Marys, ON • 519.349.3022 
Mon - Friday - 9-6 • Saturday, Sunday 10-5

Butcher
Baker

THE
THE

~ Fresh & Fabulous ~
Stratford Bakery

S t M a r y s F a r m e r s ’ M a r k e t
Every Saturday 8am to noon

at “The Flats”
FARM FRESH PRODUCE
LOCALLY RAISED MEATS
FRESH BAKED GOODS
CHEESE & CRAFTS & more…

Beans and Beets
arriving in July!

Come out to support your local farmers and
find the freshest of foods!

With thanks to our 2022 sponsor: Perth/Oxford NFU
Check facebook frequently for Updates!

www.stmarysfarmersmarket.ca

Vincent Van Gogh once said, ‘I of-
ten think that the night is more alive 
and more richly coloured than the day’. 
There’s no chance he was talking about 
kayaking on the Avon River, right?

Light Up the Night Kayaking began 
about a year ago after organizer Sue 
Clark heard of a similar event happen-
ing in Georgia from a friend’s Facebook 
post. In an email sent to the Stratford 
Times, Clark said that because she 
couldn’t make it due to COVID-19 re-
strictions at the time, she decided to 
tape waterproof lights to her kayak and 

try it herself. She posted about going 
to Stratford’s Avon River to kayak on 
Facebook, and said anyone is welcome 
to join. She expected it to be her and 
her grandson Dominik, but 20 people 
showed up.

Clark said in a phone interview that if 
it wasn’t for all of the participants and 
spectators of the Light Up the Night 
Kayaking events, she would’ve just 
done it once.

“If it wasn't for the people that join in 
and do it with me, I probably would've 
just gone to different cities and see 
if anyone would've showed up and it 
probably would've just faded,” she said. 
“This way, I want to do about one once 

a month there and just see 
whoever wants to come 
out feel free and have 
fun with me, right? And 
everyone else. Without 
them, it’s nothing. With-
out them, it's just me.”

Clark also said the 
events create stunning 
visuals on the river for 
spectators.

“It's kind of like when 
you go and look at 
Christmas lights on peo-
ple's houses. They come 
down and they don't have 
to drive around with the 
price of gas. They can 

just sit on a bench and watch us all go by 
and they get to enjoy them, especially 
when it gets really dark. It looks really 
cool,” she said. 

The monthly kayaking events also 
bring a smile to passerby, which is 
important to Clark following the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and other dif-
ficult times people faced during the 
past few years like job loss. During a 
daytime Halloween kayaking event, a 
driver stopped and went up to Clark and 
thanked her for organizing the event.  

Clark likes to have a theme for each 
kayaking event and she likes to dress 
up for the occasions. For example, she 
decorated her kayak with red and white 
lights for a Canada Day themed night 
and made a beaver costume. Those who 
want to dress up can use whatever they 
already own. 

"If people just go into their tickle 
trunks and pull stuff out, Halloween 
costumes, whatever, and just have more 
fun with it. I’m all about fun. I love hav-
ing fun. Wherever I go, whatever I do, I 
love having fun,” she said. 

Bryan Mills said that after having 
such a great time at the first event he 
attended, he kept returning. He enjoyed 
seeing people marvel at the illuminated 
kayaks and taking pictures, comparing 
it to the same feeling he gets entertain-
ing as a one-man band.

“I like the thought of making people 

happy and putting smiles on their faces 
and just having fun myself,” Mills said.

The group of kayakers also act like 
family.

“They'll help you launch. They'll push 
you into the water. They'll pull you out 
of the water when you come back,” he 
said. “They'll help you put it on your 
car. Everyone helps everybody and it's 
just a great atmosphere and I like it.”

David Price wanted to try out a new 
place to kayak, so he attended a Light 
up the Night Kayaking event after find-
ing out about it on Facebook. He said 
the events are a great way to meet new 
people.

“It's interesting to hear where people 
have kayaked and where they want to 
kayak and they can give you tips and 
tricks from them doing it personally,” 
Price said. “It's a good way to expand 
your kayaking areas and what you do 
and it's fun to put on a show for the tour-
ists and citizens of Stratford there.”

As of July 3, there are about 452 people 
part of the Light up the Night kayaking 
Facebook group. There are members of 
the group who live outside of Stratford 
and in places like Chatham-Kent, Lon-
don, Wallaceburg, and Hamilton. 

Light up the Night Kayaking will have 
its next event on July 23 at 8:30 p.m. and 
it will be a superhero theme. The Boat-
house will also offer kayaks to rent for 
anyone who wants to join. 

Light Up the Night Kayaking brightening night skies and people’s spirits
Showtime On The Water

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Correspondent

BACK TOGETHER
There were tears and there were smiles as Strat-
ford and area residents finally got the chance to 
reunite for the Relay for Life in person June 11. 
Heads were shaved in support of cancer research 
fundraising, mothers, sons, fathers and daughters 
walked in support of someone they know fighting 
the disease … and Stratford raised more than 
$69,500 for cancer research.

(FRED GONDER & MATT HARRIS PHOTOS)
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STRATFORDTIMES SPORTS

‘The two most powerful warriors are 
patience and time’ – Leo Tolstoy, War and 
Peace

Words to live by for anyone, sure, but 
when you’re a high school athlete they 
might just be a little lost on you. Young 
track stars rarely think about such things 
as the need to show patience and use time 
to their advantage, and it’s unlikely they 
reference Tolstoy’s masterpiece when 
thinking about either of those things.

But in this moment, for Olivia Mark, 
she was able to master both. Even if only 
for a brief moment.

By any account, Mark had a strong sea-
son for the Stratford District Secondary 
School’s Golden Bears track and field 
team: the jumper collected gold in both 
the long and triple jump at the Hu-
ron-Perth championships then placed 
fifth in the triple jump at WOSSAA 
with a personal best distance of 10.06 
metres. What makes her season that 
much more remarkable is two-fold 
– she did it after a prolonged layoff 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
well as fractures to both legs as the 
result of shin splits.

“I was a little nervous coming into 
this season just because I’d missed 
the last few years because of the 
pandemic and my legs,” she 
said. “My leg fractures 
also made me lose a lot 
of motivation to want 
to train, so it was 
difficult to get back 
into that frame of 
mind. This year 
really made 
me get back 
the moti-
vation 
to train 
again.”

Shin 
splits from 
overuse – 
Mark played 
soccer, volley-
ball and basketball 
as well as being on 
the track and field 
team. Six months of rest 
and rehab was required, 
since one broke and then the 
other followed suit. Mix in 
all that time off because the 
world went into its own little 
hissy fit with COVID and 
that’s a long time away 
from jumping.

But when it came time 
to step back on the field, 
Mark didn’t hesitate.

“I was very excited to 
come back, and I didn’t 
really practice the last 

few years because I’d lost all that moti-
vation,” she said. “It was exciting, but I 
was nervous because I didn’t know how 
the results were going to be. When I was 
younger, I’d done well but then I had all 
this time off and I wasn’t sure what ev-
eryone else was doing. I think I had a lit-
tle too much time to sit and think about 
it.”

Somewhere inside of her, the motiva-
tion was on a low boil. Having done “all 
the field events when I was a kid”, Mark 
knew the itch was in there just waiting to 
be scratched. Genetics played no small 
role: her mom, Rachel Smith, was a for-
mer track and field athlete and a pret-
ty good jumper. So much so that it was 
Smith’s record that Mark eventually broke 
at school. But even being genetically pre-

disposed only got her so 
far; the rest required 

some work.
“I’d say it came 

naturally to 
me, but once I 
showed interest 
in it, I learned 
the mechanics 
of jumping and 
then I really 
started to work 

at it,” she said. “I 
know I do better 

when I’m out there 
and focused and 

have a good warm-
up. But I’m con-
stantly thinking of 

the mechanics, 
like before and 
during the jump-
ing. And then 
when I’m ac-

tually doing 
it, instinct 
most-
ly takes 
over – I 
trust my-
self that 
I know 
how to 
do it 
proper-
ly.”
One of 

the Gold-
en Bears’ 
coach-
es, Marcie 
Stears, sees 

in Mark an 
athlete that 

craves the tools 
to make herself 
better. Being 
a multi-tooled 
athlete helps, 
but so does that 
desire.
“Olivia is very 

competitive – not as much with 
the other athletes as with herself. 
Once she has attained a person-
al best, she strives to do better,” 
Stears said. “And she believes in 
herself – there’s never any self-
doubt. She’s fast on the runway 
– being a 100M sprinter is advan-
tageous here – so she has 
an ability to take off tall 
when jumping, throwing 
her arms forward and col-
lapsing into the landing to 
maximize her distance.”

As a driven competitor, 
Mark eagerly admits that 
she has a lot of room to 
get better – even com-
ing off a year with gold 
medals and a personal 
best against the best competition 
she’d seen. She knows her lim-
itations but refuses to let them 
define her growth potential.

“I think I could have gotten 
better results, even if I trained 
a little more,” she said. “I need 
to get stronger; my competitors 
are all double my size in height 
and muscle mass. And I just need 
to practice more – it’s just reps, I 
think. My goal for next year is to 
make OFSAA in both triple and long 
jump. I had a bad day at WOSSAA 
this year, so I now have the motivation 
to train more and go after it next sea-
son.”

Athletics are not easy, 
and finding and then sus-
taining excellence can be 
a tough haul mentally and 
physically. Mark had to 
master patience with her 
injuries, and now can use 
time to her advantage as 
she betters herself. But with 
those two comes a third ele-
ment – perspective. It’s not 
so rare that a high school 
athlete can look at things 
and see the big picture, but 
having been given the gift 
of dealing with the first two 
… Mark happily accepts 
the third.

“I’ve learned that not ev-
ery day will be a good day, 
and that came up a lot this 
year,” she said, smiling as 
she stated it matter-of-fact-
ly. “I can apply that to my 
life outside of sports, and 
it allows me the ability to 
not get in my own head. 
But I also learned that in 
some cases I was intimidat-
ed by some of the girls and 
what they were jumping. 
If I jump to my potential, 
I know that’s me doing my 
best.”

Stears looked back at some of the 
photos she took of Mark during the 
season and noticed that whenev-
er she captured her running and 
jumping, she was smiling. It didn’t 

matter what the sport was, actu-
ally: Mark was able to 
find joy.

“This was true of Ol-
ivia for both basket-
ball and volleyball 
as well as track,” 
she said. “She’s 
truly enjoying her-
self – add this to her 
natural athletic abil-
ity and that’s what I 
think makes her such 
a great athlete.”

With one more 
high school season 

waiting for her, Mark 
says she’s thought about 
what it would mean to 
pursue jumping after 

hanging up her Golden 
Bears jersey. But for now, 

with the patience to know 
that time is on her side, Olivia 

Mark is content to be who she is 
naturally.

“When I’m on the court or 
the pitch or the field, playing 

to my potential and having 
fun with my teammates, 
that’s when I’m at my 
best,” she said.

Golden Bears jumper overcomes injuries to shine for SDSS
Hitting Her Mark

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

General Labour, 
Warehouse &
Office Jobs!

190 Ontario St. 
Stratford, ON N5A 3H4

WE'REWE'RE    HIRING!HIRING!

CALLCALL  
519-275-2742519-275-2742

(MARCIE STEARS PHOTO)
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The Stratford Blackswans Rugby club 
is, quite literally, a family affair.

For Jeff Wood (senior), he’s been there 
since Day One of the club’s existence. For 
Jeff Wood (junior), he’s virtually been 
there since his Day One of existence.

 The elder Wood currently serves as the 
club’s coach, having picked up the sport 
when he was in the military after high 
school. That turned into playing stops 
in London and Waterloo before he came 
home to get Blackswans off the ground 
with fellow rugby enthusiast John Rogan.

“John and I got this club going back in 
1990 when we basically threw together a 
team of guys who liked to play and who 
had played rugby in high school,” he said. 
“There were some that had never played, 
so that’s how we slowly built the club from 
the ground up. Over the years I’ve played 
for the club and I haven’t really stopped, 
but I don’t suit up as much as I used to. I 
got into the coaching side of things about 
10 or 15 years ago, but there have been 
times I was coaching and playing right 
alongside the guys.”

Blackswans hasn’t been Coach Wood’s 
only stop with a clipboard and whistle, as 
he’s taken on the U14 and U16 provincial 
teams at various times, and has been an 
assistant coach with the Western Mus-
tangs program before taking the head job 
with the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks.

This might be a good time to bring the 
junior Wood into the picture a little more. 
With his dad helping to found the Black-
swans, Jeff junior was practically born 
into rugby cleats. By his own admission, 
he’s been to almost every game in the 
club’s history and he calls his teammates 
his second family.

“I was just a kid when dad started the 
club, so I haven’t missed a men’s game 
and it’s super close to me – this is anoth-
er family, a home crew in my eyes,” he 
said. “To be able to captain the men’s side 
is something very special for me 
as well. It’s a huge honour 
but it’s also a challenge 
because I’m a younger 
guy compared to some 
of the guys we play 
with.”

Captain Jeff has 
his own rugby road he’s 
travelled, having made 
a provincial team at 18 after 
years of trying and just missing 
out. He’s donned the cleats in 
New Zealand and for the Gold-
en Hawks as well, but playing at 
home is special for him. His expe-
rience in New Zealand stuck with 
him, and Junior has tried to impart 
much of that on his Stratford 
family.

“I think there’s a mentality 
that needs to be taught from 

other places in the world about rugby be-
cause around here, people grow up with 
the mentality of hockey and it’s totally 
different,” he said. “You don’t have as 
many guys on the team and you’re not 
relying so heavily on them. The (rug-
by) mentality is more like family. After 
games and practices down there, they 
have cookouts and do things together out-
side of rugby. They also have a little man-
tra there called ‘mahi’ and that means 
work or family. So if you have to miss 
practice for mahi, it means you’re helping 
someone like you’re donating your time. 
It’s kind of a thing to live by and one of 
the things I’ve tried to bring back from 
New Zealand with me.”

As far as fostering culture goes, Wood 
senior has thoughts about that as well. He’s 
in the middle of developing a high perfor-
mance team with players from Stratford, 
Sarnia, Windsor, London and 
Chatham that will represent 
the Southwest and play for 
the inner branch cham-
pionships against teams 
from Niagara, Toronto 
Rugby Union, Eastern On-
tario and a few others.

“That’s happening along 
with a few touring 
sides that will 
be coming in 
to play the 
Swans, to 
that gets 
us a lot 
of extra 
expo-
sure 
and 
that 
gives a 
pathway 
to some 
of the young-
er guys to get 
seen,” Coach 

Wood said. “They’ll get exposure to 
schools and MLR scouts and Rugby On-
tario’s men’s team.”

Having been involved in the game as 
long as he has, Senior has seen changes 
in style and has done his best to adapt and 
continue to evolve his style to match it.

“It’s a night and day comparison now, 
and it used to be you would play a very ag-
gressive, old-school style,” he said. “Guys 
were the big, beer-drinking lumberjack 
types. Well now, players come in all sizes 
and shapes at the highest level, and they’re 
all very fit. That means everybody, not 
just the backs. Back in the day, it used to 
be what my wife called ‘controlled chaos’, 
whereas now it’s more of a controlled fi-
nesse game. We have a really heavy for-
ward team and I strive to make them all 
good ball carriers who move the ball and 
play with flow.”

Coming off a very suc-
cessful year in the ‘B’ 

division came with a 
move up to the ‘A’, 
the club’s goal was 
to continue to get 
better and prove 
they belong with 
the Niagara 
Rugby 

Union’s big boys. While the results have 
been up and down so far this summer, the 
direction the Blackswans are headed is 
the right way – but Junior’s competitive 
fire wants more for his brothers.

“I think we do everything we do in or-
der to win, and winning is a huge part of 
rugby – you can lose a game of chess, but 
you can’t lose in rugby,” he said. “We’ve 
been up and down so far this season, in-
cluding a big loss to Niagara. We were 
uneasy about losing that badly but to have 
hard games like that was something to 
learn from. It was an amazing game, but 
everybody learned something from it.”

Senior had a somewhat similar feeling 
about the season to date, believing his 
club had what it took to compete at the 
‘A’ level. He’s a little disappointed in their 
record to date, but wouldn’t make any ex-
cuses.

“It was heartbreaking to lose that bad-
ly (80-5 to Niagara), and we didn’t per-
form well in that game,” he said. “Once 
it started going downhill, it was an av-
alanche and got away from us really 
quick. But we’re off to an okay start 
and if we were to get on a win streak, 

we could be looking at top two by the 
end of the season. I know we can’t win 

every game but I think we’re closer 
to where we want to be than we 

thought.”
Asked to assess the team’s 
outlook for the rest of the 

season, Captain Wood 
stuck with the boxing 
metaphor the question 

was posed to him in 
when he answered.

“Moving up a 
league sometimes 

feels like getting 
hit with a punch 
when you lose 
to a good team, 
but I think 
when you go 
into a game 
with the men-
tality that 
you’re go-
ing to win 
you just 
don’t stop 
trying,” 
he said. 
“I want to 

win, and I 
hate losing. We just have to keep 
punching and believe that we’re go-
ing to get there.”
The Blackswans host Stoney Creek 

on their Rugby Day in Stratford Satur-
day, July 9, and then head to Hamilton 

July 16. They return home to host Sarnia 
on Saturday, July23 and then head to Sar-
nia for a return date on August 6. Game 
time against Stoney Creek and Sarnia at the 
club’s field (151 Lorne Ave E, behind the 
Army/Navy/Air Force Veterans building).

Father & Son help guide Blackswans Rugby
All For The Family

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor
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Morgan Goffar has decided to continue 
her career with a roar.

Goffar, the standout for the Stratford 
District Secondary School’s Golden Bears 
senior girls basketball team, signed an of-
fer to join the Lambton College Lions this 
fall. It’s a move that came as a minor sur-
prise to her, given that the Lions weren’t 
even on her radar when it came to looking 
for post-secondary educational options.

“This was a very last-minute decision to 
check Lambton out, and I think it’s turned 
out really well for me,” she said following 
her singing. “I hadn’t considered going 
there when I first started looking around, 
but they were friendly and open with me 
during recruiting, so I went on a trip to 
explore the school and played with a few 
of the team’s veterans down there. I think 
it’s going to work out really well, and 
we’re on the same page – I like to push the 
ball and work as hard as I can, and I’ll be 
in the gym as much as I can, too.”

Signing with the Lions caps a strong 
finish to Goffar’s high school career that 
saw her finally lead the Golden Bears past 
the St. Mike’s Warriors for the conference 
crown. Her plans at Lambton include 
studying nursing, which is a tall order 
academically but Goffar says she’s up for 
the challenge.

“I know it’s going to be tough to bal-
ance academics and basketball, but the 
school will be there to help and I know 
some of the girls on the team are already 
in that program so I can turn to them for 

help if I need it as well,” she said. “Hav-
ing a support system in place like that 
will really help.”

Lions head coach Janine Day said they 
didn’t even have Goffar on their radar 

until seeing her play in a JUEL tourna-
ment this past March. But once she got 
a glimpse, Day knew Goffar would be a 
good fit with her Lions squad.

“My first time seeing Morgan play was 
the final weekend in May, actually, but 
we love her athleticism and we think she 
will have a lot of upside for the style we 
play,” Day said. “We play a fast-paced 
style with a big focus on defence. And 
in speaking with Morgan off the court, I 
found her to be very mature and she gets 
along very well with others. I know she 
was looking at other schools, so we’re 
very excited to be welcoming her to the 
Lions.”

With a solid core of players returning 
to the Lions’ line-up next season, Goffar 
knows her work will be cut out for her 
to carve out a place on the floor. But for 
someone who is used to working for what 
she wants, hard work won’t be an issue.

“I fell in love with it when I went for 
a campus tour, and I joked with a few 
girls on the team that I knew about fi-
nally getting to play together,” she said. 
“I couldn’t have seen this coming, as my 
mind changed a lot during this process. 
But I’m excited to take the next step and 
see where this leads me.”

Goffar joins Marissa Beseleare of Cha-
tham, Mackenzie Hacker and Claire De-
chet of Sarnia in the Lions’ incoming 
freshmen class for 2022-23. 

Former Golden Bears standout excited for next step

Hard-luck month for Flames

Goffar signs on with Lambton Lions
MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

NEWEST LION
SDSS basketball star Morgan Goffar poses with her new jersey and Lambton Lions coach 
Janine Day after signing on to join the Lions this coming season.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)

Flames Softball

U11
The Flames (Roth) came up short in a 9-8 loss 

to the Shakespeare Falcons. Penelope Bossence 
pitched two innings and gave up four runs 
while striking out four hitters. Emry MacIntosh 
knocked in a pair of runs, while Chantelle Mer-
gl and Felicity Parish turned in strong defensive 
games.

Sebringville’s Sting then edged the Flames 
by a 10-6 count, as Aubrey Schenk posted five 
Ks on the rubber while allowing just four runs 
over two innings. Lyla Roth added a strikeout 
and one run allowed in her pitching debut. Abby 
Hurley mixed in a hit with some solid defence 
for the Flames.

Listowel handed Stratford a 7-5 defeat, as 
Schenk blasted a three-run homer to lead the 
Flames’ attack. Madison McKenzie had a triple 
while MacIntosh smacked a double. Bossence 
struck out the side in the first inning and al-
lowed two runs, while Roth also K’ed the side 
in the third while giving up two walks and no 
runs.

Shakespeare scored a 15-9 win over the 
Flames. Stella Mabee, Mergl and Parish shared 
duties behind the plate, while Schenk had a 
triple and single to lead the attack. MacIntosh 
added a single.

Schenk, Parish, MacIntosh and Sidney Nele-
mans all had hits to power the offence, but Lis-
towel’s Redhawks scored a 15-9 win.

In an all-Flames battle, HP-Canal downed 
HP-Roth 12-9. Roth posted three strikeouts and 
allowed two runs on the rubber, while Schenk, 
Parish, Mergl, and MacIntosh shared the credit 
offensively and defensively.

U17
The Sirkel Foods Flames took on a tough 

Listowel team and played them to a 21-9 loss. 
Emma Bauld had a triple to lead the Stratford 
attack in defeat. The girls then suffered an 18-
11 setback to the Londesborough Lyons. Mahdy 
Vincent hit a home run to pace the Flames.

Fullarton then clipped Stratford 13-9, with 
Bauld turning in a strong showing on the rubber 
and Morgan Otten hitting a home run to lead 
the offence.

In Wilmot, the bats stayed home in a 19-1 
loss. Rachel Horan had the lone RBI for the 
Flames, while Ava Lukovnjak scored after hit-
ting a triple. They faced off against Londesbor-
ough Stewart and came away with a 14-5 defeat. 
Alexis Grasby pitched well despite the loss.

They then capped their month in a 16-4 loss to 
Innerkip. Kristen Sergeren had a bases-clearing 
hit to cash in three runs. 

U21
The MVP Brewing Co. HP Flames suffered a 

22-9 setback at the hands of Innerkip. Jocelyn 
Boersen, Hayden Macdonald and Olivia Char-
trand picked up hits, while Jordan Cosstick, 
Marissa Winkel and Torri Wilson chipped in 
with RBIs.

The girls then got clipped 13-7 by the Listowel 
Legends. Winkel pitched well in the defeat and 
added a home run and a triple at the plate. Grace 
Wideman added a triple and single, while Ken-
ya Mailloux picked up a double.

In a re-match with the Legends, Stratford suf-
fered a 16-7 loss. Chartrand, Wideman, Mail-
loux, Wilson and Boersen all had hits in the 
loss.

PLAY BALL
It was freedom 55 in Shakespeare last week when the mixed league 55+ Strat-
ford Swans’ slow pitch players were at the  Shakespeare Ball Park playing 
nine innings of ball which they do in the summer months. In speaking with 
the players with the game going on, they all say they thoroughly enjoy com-
ing to the village and they’ve been together for over 10 years. Team members 
come from Shakespeare, Stratford, St.Mary‘s, Woodstock, Dorchester and 
Ayr. They sharpen up their batting and fielding skills once a week in Shake-
speare. One of the organizers is manager Sandra McLellan, from St.Mary’s, 
who states they are part of the Ontario Senior Games Association (OSGA) 
and they do go in tournaments and their provincial tournament this year will 
be in Peterborough August 9-11. She says they always come out to have a 
lot of fun Thursday mornings and they all feel keeping fit while having fun is 
their main objective.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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With two months remaining until the 
start of the 2022-23 GOJHL season, the 
Stratford Warriors have begun assembling 
the roster that they hope will continue 
their impressive run of good years.

Excluding the 2020-21 season that was 
lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic, since 
the 2017-18 campaign, the Warriors have 
finished in the top four of the Midwestern 
Conference every year. This past season, 
the Warriors finished fourth and advanced 
to the second round of playoffs before 
falling to the Elmira Sugar Kings in six 
games.

In preparation for the upcoming year, 
the Warriors have signed seven new play-
ers and acquired two new faces via trade.

Beginning with the trade acquisitions, 
the Warriors have brought in overage 
forward Sam Shakes from the Hamilton 
Kilty B’s. The Owen Sound-native played 
his first full season in the GOJHL with the 
Waterloo Siskins in 2019-20 before going 
to Hamilton last year. In 2021-22, Shakes 
record 16 goals and 32 points in 42 games 
with Hamilton.

The Warriors also added experience to 
their blueline, trading for 20-year-old de-
fenseman Reid Oliver from the CCHL’s 

Hawkesbury Hawks. In 2018-19, Oliver 
played six games with the Warriors 
before going to the CCHL’s Carl-
ton Place Canadians. The Elmi-
ra-native appeared in 46 games 
last season split between Carlton 
Place and Hawkesbury 
and posted two 
goals and seven 
points.

Stratford was 
eager to dive 
into the free 
agency pool, 
signing seven 
new players in 
short order. Start-
ing in goal, an Affiliate 
Player (AP) from last sea-
son, Zachary Burleigh, has signed 
on to be a full-time roster member after 
a successful season with the Huron-Perth 
Lakers last year.

On the backend, the Warriors have add-
ed some size in the form of Corunna-native 
Bo Doxtator. The 16-year-old had three 
goals and 14 points in 24 games last sea-
son with the Junior ‘C’ Mooretown Flags 
of the PJCHL. Another AP to sign with the 
team full-
time is Ha-
den Frayne 

who will be suiting up for his hometown 
team and had six goals and 14 points 

in 30 games with the Lakers. He 
also appeared in seven games with 
Stratford last year and put up two 
assists. Jordan Moulton also joins 

the Warriors’ blueline 
full-time this year 

following a strong 
showing with the 
PJCHL’s Kincar-
dine Bulldogs. 
Moulton had 
six goals and 
16 points in 

32 games with 
Kincardine and ap-

peared in seven games 
with the Warriors last sea-

son.
Up front, another AP joining the War-

riors full-time is Brayden Stumpf. The 
Wellesley-native turns 16 years old in Oc-
tober and was an 11th round pick of the 
Erie Otters in this past April’s OHL Pri-
ority Selection. Last year, Stumpf has 15 
goals and 36 points in 27 games with the 
Waterloo Wolves. 

The Warriors also signed forwards Rhy-

se Brown, Seth Huygen, and Cole Lewis. 
Brown, a native of Minesing, had 10 goals 
and 27 points in 28 games with the North 
Central Predators last year. Huygen, a 
Mitchell product, was an AP for the St. 
Marys Lincolns last season and had nine 
goals and 22 points in 31 games with the 
Mitchell Hawks. Lewis, another Strat-
ford-native and former Warriors’ AP, had 
11 goals and 22 points in 31 games last 
season with the Lakers.

The next major event on the Warriors’ 
calendar is their 2022 Golf Classic, which 
takes place Wednesday, July 13 at the 
Stratford Country Club. The 2022-23 sea-
son will kick off on Wednesday, Sept. 7. 
The GOJHL Showcase is scheduled to 
run from September 23-25 in Pelham. The 
Warriors will face two opponents from 
the Western Conference at the Showcase 
tournament, including a Day One battle at 
1:30 p.m. with the Lincolns of St. Marys, 
followed by a clash at 11 a.m. on Day Two 
against the Strathroy Rockets.

Ayr will host the GOJHL’s Top Pros-
pects and Future Stars games on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27. The regular season is slated to 
end Sunday, Feb. 26 with the 2023 Suther-
land Cup Playoffs set to begin March 1.

Warriors roster beginning to take shape
SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

WOSHL to expand by 
four teams

The Stratford Fighting Irish of the Western Ontario Su-
per Hockey League will have four new opponents next 
season as the league had added four teams in its first ex-
pansion since the league began.

The WOSHL is coming off of its inaugural season in 
which the Elora Rocks won the first Sleeman Cup. The 
Fighting Irish finished fourth in the league standings.

Joining the league are the Plattsville Lakers, Erin Blitz, 
Delhi Flames, and Tilbury Bluebirds. Beginning with 
Plattsville, it will be the smallest city in the league but, 
according to the WOSHL’s expansion announcement, 
“brings big-city passion, selling out half of their homes 
games during their final GMHL season.” The team is 
co-owned by former NHLer Jeff Zehr, bodybuilder Ju-
lie-Ann Eaton, and NFT startup Lipsweater.

The Erin Blitz is owned by Tim and Suzanne Wilson, 
former owners of the GOJHL’s Hamilton Kilty B’s and, in 
Tim’s case, current President of the PJHL’s Dundas Blues. 
The community, located west of Mississauga, will host 
the Blitz games at the Centre 2000, a massive multi-pur-
pose community centre that also houses a 300-seat the-
atre, large banquet hall, and Erin District High School.

Chris Longthorne has spent 15 years as a junior hockey 
executive and now owns the Delhi Flames, also known as 
the ‘Heart of Tobacco Country’. The community has been 
home to several junior teams, including the most recent 
team, the Travellers, which were members of the PJHL. 
Delhi’s PJHL team used to be known by the name the 
WOSHL franchise now bears and won two PJHL champi-
onships as the Delhi Flames.

Finally, the Tilbury Bluebirds will become the only 
WOSHL city that is a Designated French Language Ser-
vices City. Owned by businessman Joseph Byrne Jr. and 
video production professional Bill Chapman, the Blue-
birds name has notable historical significance in Tilbury 
and Chatham-Kent, with a team using the same moniker 
playing in the Great Lakes Junior ‘B’ Hockey League 
from 1969-1974.

Taboo Tour Raises over $500 for 
Huron-Perth Centre

Hosted by the Southern Cruisers 
Riding Club (SCRC), the Taboo Tour 
took place on a warm and sunny July 
2. The SCRC is a group of motor-
cycle enthusiasts spanning North 
America and Europe, with 30,000 
members internationally. The lo-
cal chapter has 36 members mostly 
from Perth County, with a few from 
outside the county. 

There were twenty-four people 
participating this year, including 
five people in cars, an unsurprising 
turnout given it was a long weekend. 
The weather was perfect, and every-
one got out and home safely, mark-
ing a success for the tour.

With a poker run, each stop has 
a playing card and each participant 
is given a card. At the end, the per-
son with the best poker hand wins 
prizes. But we’re talking about a Ta-
boo Tour here and instead of play-
ing cards, they played with Cards 
Against Humanity cards. 

“With this being a Taboo Tour, and 
everything is of a naughty nature, 
we used Cards Against Humanity, 
which is not for the faint of heart. 
One half of the deck has questions, 
the other half of the deck has an-
swers, and you pair the questions 
with the best answers, giving very 
funny results and spicy combina-
tions,” explained Dan Wagler, the 
chapter’s first officer. There were 
over a dozen prizes donated by lo-
cal businesses including Waste Con-
nections of Canada out of Kitchener, 
Little Leaf Cannabis, Farmer’s Dell, 
and Fresh Start Bakery.

Every stop had a white card, the 
more stops the rider made the more 
white cards or answer cards they got. 
There were six stops in total; Bad 
Apple Brewing in Bayfield, Farm-
er Dell in Brucefield, Fresh Start 
Bakery at Gowanstown, Stratford’s 
Junction 56, Murphy’s Law in Elmi-
ra, and Sugar Maple in Mitchell. 

People were given the names and 
addresses of each stop and chose 
how many stops or all stops to 
make. The full run of stops took be-
tween six and seven hours to com-
plete. The ride began at Little Leaf 
Cannabis and ended at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall Stratford where 
there was a pizza from Pino’s for 
participants.

The main goal of the tour was 
a fundraiser for the Huron-Perth 
Centre. There are various reasons 
for choosing them, but Wagler said 
the SCRC wanted to pick one that 
would make a big impact.

“With mental health being, or 
should be, the forefront of every-
one’s mind these days, and this be-
ing specifically for children, it just 

seemed to strike a chord with every-
one in the chapter, because everyone 
knows someone, or they themselves 
have had trouble with their mental 
health. We seem, in our chapter, to 
have the common thought that a lot 
of the troubles in society are because 
we do not acknowledge mental 
health issues. We just thought it was 
an appropriate place to try to help,” 
said Wagler.

The ride also brings awareness 
of the SCRC which is always look-
ing for new membership. There are 
no dues, the only requirement is to 
show up once a year for a ride. There 
are no expectations or cost, 

“It is truly a family-like atmo-
sphere. Any time anyone in the 
chapter is having a rough time, it’s 
incredible to see the amount of sup-
port,” shared Wagler. “There are 
people from all walks of life that 
show up,”

Anyone interested in join-
ing the Southern Cruisers Rid-
ing Club can contact Dan 
Wagler through their webpage  
www.scrc-stratford-chapter726.ca/.

LISA CHESTER-HANNA

Stratford Times Correspondent

DOING THEIR PART
The Southern Cruisers Riding Club hosted the Taboo Tour to kick off July and did 
their part in helping to raise $500 for the Huron-Perth Centre.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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SLAM DUNK
Above, Stratford Mayor Dan Matheson, accompanied by Toronto Raptors superfan Nav Bha-
tia, tossed the ball for Stratford Revolution basketball players Nash Riehl (#18) and Caleb 
Martin (#27) who contested the opening tip-off of the new outdoor court at the SERC site on 
June 25. Below, James Koch goes in for a dunk on opening day at The Maranger Courts.

(STEWART GRANT PHOTOS)

(FRED GONDER  PHOTOS)

Kelly Walker – Pianist, Author … and a whole lot more
Let Me Introduce

I have seen Kelly Walker perform on 
stage but I had not met him until I chatted 
with him for this article. I am grateful for 
this opportunity to write for this paper be-
cause I’ve been meeting some very inter-
esting people and learning so much about 
them. There is something special about our 
little city as it attracts some brilliant, tal-
ented and kind people.

Don't you just love that about Stratford?
I arrived at his door at 9 a.m. and he in-

vited me in, showing me around he and his 
partner’s beautiful home -- a grand piano, 
lovely carpets and tapestries, and French 
doors leading to the garden or should I say 
a cozy sanctuary. It was all very nice, but 
what struck me was the ambiance: serene 
and peaceful, and I instantly felt calm and 
welcomed. I could have stayed all day.

I had expected to talk about the life of a 
musician, which of course we did, but he is 
so much more. Born in Walkerton, Ontario, 
and raised in Toronto, Walker made Strat-
ford his home several years ago. He spent 
several years as friar and lived in monas-
teries in Italy, Mexico and the U.S. among 
the many places he has called home. The 

monastery was a place 
for the marginalized to 
come for guidance and 
support. It was reward-
ing and important work, 
but after 20 years of lim-
itless giving which he 
did freely and lovingly, 
Walker found himself 
depleted and burnt out 
and left the order.

Then, at 40 and with 
no money, he began 
playing in a piano bar 
as music was always in-
side of him. An oppor-
tunity presented itself 
and brought him back to 
show business -- Mary O'Hara, a famous 
soprano singer and harpist from Ireland, 
asked him to tour with her in Europe.

Playing piano and seeing the world was 
an exciting period in his life, and later he 
was asked to do a concert at St. James 
Cathedral in Toronto. Following that ex-
perience, he began doing concerts on his 
own in Canada and recording his music. 
He has produced four CDs, one of which is 
softly playing in the background as I write 
this on a rainy day … letting the sound of 

his tickling the ivories 
soothe me.

Somewhere along the 
road, he became a psy-
chotherapist and wrote 
three best-selling books: 
Burn Out (The Loss of 
Soul), Dancing on the 
Arc, and Growing Some-
where (Living Life after 
Mid-Life). Later, he be-
gan a speaking career for 
health care professionals 
dealing with palliative, 
grief therapy and oth-
er psychiatric services. 
This man has a lot to 
give, and I am certain he 

would be of great help to people even after 
meeting him only once.

It astounds me how much some people 
can accomplish. 

Fifteen years ago, Walker knew it was 
time to make a move and to create the next 
chapter of his life in Stratford. He settled 
in and re-connected with musicians and 
artists, and discovered his community. He 
has worked alongside of other musicians 
and poets creating shows and concerts to 
keep the rest of us entertained. Recently, 

he has done local shows, performed with 
David Stones and Breanne Dietrich at Re-
vival House, and recently done a podcast. 

Now 80, Walker has slowed down a little 
but is still open doing speaking engage-
ments and concerts, and has an upcoming 
show at the Arts and Letters Club in To-
ronto.

I asked him what his biggest dream was, 
to which he responded, "To bring people 
together, celebrate who they are, and trust-
ing their being and the future.”

 The world could use more leaders like 
this. 

He is still involved with LOFT Com-
munity Services, which provides support 
and hope to people facing complex mental 
and physical health challenges, addictions, 
dementia, and/or homelessness -- I guess 
you can't take the monk out of the musician 
after all.

I learned from him that the key to a hap-
py life lies in sharing, giving, connecting, 
learning and growing. Giving back has 
many rewards and will enrich our lives. 
Whatever our age, ability or station in 
life there are opportunities happening all 
around us. Don't be afraid to grab on and 
run with them. 

There's enough for all of us.

APRIL TAYLOR

Times Freelance Columnist

KELLY WALKER

GIVING IT A 
SWING
The Optimist Club 
hosted a group of 
young kids at the 
Stratford Tennis Club 
on Saturday, June 25, 
for a fun day of ten-
nis activities, pizza 
and prizes. The Opti-
mists have done this 
for the last 27 years 
but this marked the 
first time since the 
start of the pandemic 
they've hosted the 
event.
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Wicked Ride revs up 
for August road trip

Human Remains Found in Zorra Township

Correction from June Edition

Ladies, get ready to start your engines.
The Wicked Ride will take to the roads again this year 

when the annual charitable event revs up in local com-
munities around Perth and Huron counties on Saturday, 
Aug. 13.

Registrations for the one-day ride are now open online 
and organizers have their sights set high for the 2022 ren-
dition. Dorie Woolrich, one of four committee members 
organizing this year’s event, said they’ve got upwards of 
150 women registered for the ride. As in recent years, 
those who register for the ride can do it one of two ways: 
on your own bike or via the bus that will take non-bikers 
around to all the same stops.

The main goal for this year’s event is to re-introduce 
local businesses at the ride’s ‘stamp stops’ – businesses 
along the route that in years past riders would stop at for 
a stamp to help them towards door prizes.

“The first year the four of us took the Ride over – myself, 
Bonnie Stewardson, Teresa Schoonderwoerd and Katrina 
Kerr – you rode around and visited local businesses but 
COVID put the kibosh on that part of it,” Woolrich said. 
“During the first year of COVID, the Ride honoured First 
Responders and nursing home/long-term care homes 
with ride-bys. This year, we want to bring back the busi-
ness stops. We’ll have two to four stops for the whole day 
and they’ll be focused on female entrepreneurs.”

Woolrich said the riders really look forward to hitting 
the road for this event, decked out in their black, pink and 
blinged-out outfits, as a lot of the smaller communities 
really roll out the welcome mat and make them feel right 
at home.

“Places like St. Marys, Milverton and Dublin have 
been huge supporters of the Ride over the years,” she 
said. “This is going to be more of a scavenger hunt than 
a stamp stop like in years past. Everyone gets door prize 
tickets, and all we ask is that everyone on the tour pro-
mote the businesses at the different stops on social media 
all day.”

The bus is back for the first time since the start of the 
pandemic, and Woolrich said that those women on the 
bus get the same amenities as regular riders do (a swag 
bag and door prize tickets). And she added that four char-
ities will benefit from this year’s ride: Exeter Commu-
nity Foodbank, The Salvation Army, Stratford House of 
Blessing, and It Takes A Village. Registration fees ($50 
per motorcyclist, $70 for those on the bus) go towards 
charity, and the Ride’s clothing provider, Creative Casu-
als, will be donating 10 per cent of their clothing sales 
back to charity as well. All participants get a catered meal 
included in their registration.

“They’ve done that every year for us, which is fantas-
tic,” Woolrich said. “On average, we’ve donated between 
$2,500 - $3,000 every year to support local homeless 
and low-income families. That’s been with less than 100 
women, and this year we’re hoping for between 150-170.”

The event began in 2007, at first going all over Perth 
County before expanding to include Huron County.

The Wicked Ride goes rain or shine and registration is 
non-refundable. In-person registration will be held at the 
Dublin Hall starting at 9 a.m. on August 13. You can also 
find out more about it online at www.thewickedride.ca, as 
well as on Facebook and Instagram.

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Editor

Multiple Warriors medal at 
Skills Ontario competition

A quartet of St. Michaels Catholic Secondary School 
students garnered medals from the Skills Ontario com-
petition.

Grade 9 student Anne Doig collected gold in the Aes-
thetics category, while Brock Manzo picked up gold in the 
Electrical Installation division. Paige Knechtel, a Grade 
12 student, earned silver in Aesthetics, while Meghan 
Keene (also in Grade 12) earned bronze in Hairstyling 
– following up a silver medal at last year’s competition.

A fifth student finished in fourth place in the Brick, 
Stone and Masonry category.

Kathleen Voneuw, a teacher at St. Mike’s, was very ex-
cited for her student’s results and how well they repre-
sented the school. The competition was held virtually this 
year in light of the pandemic and ongoing restrictions, but 
Voneuw said that didn’t diminish the outcome.

“For our small schoolboard to send five kids and have 
them all place in the top four is pretty amazing,” she said. 
“It’s hard to say how many competitors there were be-
cause it differs for every category. But overall, I think 
they have about 5,000 kids participate.”

Voneuw said that Keene had to livestream her event 
during the competition, and she wasn’t sure what hair 
style she’d have to work with until the moment the com-
petition began. Neal and Doig had to pull off a manicure, 
pedicure and bridal make-up application on a live client 
that was submitted to the competition.

By turning in such strong results, Voneuw said these 
students did more than just earn medals for their school.

“I feel like it’s just universally transferable skills they 
learn in these competitions,” she said. “Some of our skills 
competitors do go on  to further themselves in these 
trades, while some don’t. My Grade 12 student in Aes-
thetics is going to pursue that after high school, but the 
other one is going to be a paramedic. It doesn’t always 
translate into a future pathway, but just the life skills of 
having to be dedicated and work hard and participate … 
all the things you would learn just having to compete give 
you skills to carry with you.”

The added benefit of the Warriors’ medal haul is the ex-
tra exposure the program gets at the school – something 
Voneuw said helps. And with the way the job market is 
these days, any extra nudge goes a long way.

“I feel like results like this help to shine a light on the 
technical education programs and it definitely validates 
our program,” she said. “I feel like we’re pretty well sup-
ported from the board level, and we feel grateful when 
we can bring something like these medals home. It helps 
make it feel worthwhile with the effort the kids put in, 
but it also helps to promote the program as well – we cel-
ebrate it and other kids see that.  We get told all the time 
about how skilled trade labour is low and they need more 
people. They need women in skilled trades, so this is an 
excellent opportunity to give them a pathway forward.”

Paige Knechtel 
Gr. 12 student
Silver medal 

Aesthetics

Anne Doig
Gr. 9 student
Gold medal
Aesthetics 

Meghan Keene
Gr. 12 student

Bronze medal (this year) 
Silver medal (2021)

Hairstyling

Brock Manzo
Gr. 12 student

Gold medal
Electrical installation

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice has launched an investigation after human remains 
were found at an undisclosed location in Zorra Township.

 Police were dispatched to the scene to begin their in-
vestigation last month. Media relations officer Patti Cole 
says, “the remains were found on private property, and 
out of respect of the owner, we are not releasing the lo-
cation.” 

The OPP are releasing few details, but a source tells 
The Gazette a burnt-out vehicle with a body inside was 
found southeast of Embro in the area of 41st Line and 
Oxford Road 74.

The ongoing investigation is being conducted by the 
Oxford OPP Major Crime Unit and Forensic Identifica-

tion Services in partnership with the Office of the Chief 
Coroner of Ontario. A post-mortem examination will be 
conducted to attempt to identify the remains and deter-
mine a cause of death.

Cole says investigators believe this to be an isolated in-
cident and there is no threat to public safety. “The investi-
gation is in the early stages and more information will be 
released when it becomes available,” she adds.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is 
asked to contact the Oxford OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 
Should you wish to remain anonymous you can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit an 
online tip at www.oxfordcrimestoppers.com, where you 
may be eligible to receive a cash reward of up to $2,000.

The story ‘Fifty-Four Years of Art in the Park’ that ap-
peared on Page 17 in the June 2022 edition of the Times 
contained two errors: David Humphrey’s last name was 

incorrectly spelled, and the story mistakenly said Hum-
phrey uses exotic woods in his artwork.

The Times apologizes for the errors.
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When I learned that the Festival's 
Hamlet was to be played this year by a 
black female actor I wondered what else 
they could do to set the production apart 
from the usual. After all, the melancholy 
Dane is usually played by a white, haunt-
ed-looking male; what else could be dif-
ferent? I soon found out: in Peter Pasyk's 
production was to be given a contempo-
rary staging and set!

Not long into watching the play, how-
ever, I realized how wrong I had been to 
question its departures from tradition. 
Contrary to my expectations, I found that 
Amaka Umeh's star turn as the tormented 
Hamlet enhanced my involvement in the 
play rather than detracting from it, her ex-
traordinary performance inviting a new 
understanding of the character she played. 
She seemed the emotional and intellectu-
al quintessence of Hamlet, giving great 
credibility to his questioning, scheming 
and seeking through what can best be 
termed a truly kinetic performance.

This actor is in great shape! Action is 
eloquence, and Umeh expressed her every 
thought and emotion through the most 
expressive physical movements, creat-
ing a powerhouse of gesture matched to 
speech. And she/he has a lot to take in, 
first as the grieving son of a dead king 
who witnesses his mother married to his 
uncle only three months later, and then in 
the even more fraught role of the loyal son 
whose father's ghost demands revenge for 
his murder. 

The wonder of this Hamlet is how its 
portrayal makes all the other characters in 
the play more alive, and interesting. Like 
a magnet, it attracts them all, not just as 
the son of a dead king but as a king in its 
own right through the prism of personal-
ity. 

We see glimpses of what a popular fel-
low pre-patricide Hamlet was through his 

interactions with Horatio, Ophelia and his 
fellow students at the University of Wit-
tenburg. Given his usual attractiveness, 
we can see why everyone is so perplexed 
by his current depressive demeanour as 
he feigns madness and displays markedly 
changed behaviour.

Gertrude, usually a stereotypic lusty 
lady, emerges in Maev Beaty's perfor-
mance as a bit (Okay, VERY) clueless but 
also genuine and emotional. She doesn't 
know that Claudius, her new husband, 
murdered her husband and she is really 
distressed that something is bothering her 
son so much. 

Andrea Rankin's winsome Ophelia 
loves Hamlet and looks forward to be-
ing with him, but the fact of her father's 
murder by Hamlet robs them both of the 
chance of a future. When she dies, he is as 
distraught as she was heartbroken, and so 
the play claims another victim.   

The rage of Laertes (Austin Eckert) at 
Hamlet's killing his father Polonius and 
grief at his sister Ophelia's death is un-

derstandable, but he doesn't have the full 
story, either about the circumstances of 
the murder or the murder of Hamlet's fa-
ther. When he sees Hamlet's contrition he 
seems willing to forgive him, but in the 
fiasco of the fight scene Claudius' schem-
ing wins out.

Polonius, often portrayed as a mere 
bumbling windbag, becomes in Michael 
Spencer-Davies' portrayal a loveable ped-
ant whom people tolerate and even enjoy 
as he spouts yet another platitude. His 
obliviousness to the obvious effect he has, 
along with his obvious good will, make 
him an innocent victim of what he cannot 
see.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, Ham-
let's colourful friends, are bound to serve 
Claudius, their new king, so they too end 
up dead, victims of an evil Hamlet cannot 
contain.

We get a glimmering of the Elizabethan 
world view here. In it the King is the near-
est thing to a divine being on earth, being 
divinely appointed, and his murder is thus 

a sacrilegious act. In this context, Ham-
let’s need to revenge his father’s death is 
not something he can question, but a giv-
en he needs to fulfil. 

Which brings us to Claudius. 
As portrayed by Graham Abbey Clau-

dius is someone who wants his cake and 
to eat it too, who desires absolution for 
his sins but also wants to enjoy what they 
give him. This Claudius is a contradic-
tion: he is not stereotypically evil, but 
rather one of those conventional-minded, 
business-type guys who amaze us by just 
how bad they turn out to be. It is a master-
ful performance.

The travelling players bring an almost 
perceptible air of freshness to the dark 
court at Elsinore and Hamlet initially re-
sponds to this with joy. They make a great 
ensemble, led by Anthony Santiago as 
the Player King, whose lament for Hecu-
ba incites Hamlet to formulate his own 
play-within-a play, which truly does cap-
ture the conscience of the King.

Matthew Kabwe, as both the Ghost of 
Hamlet’s father and the Gravedigger, 
shows his ability to be terrifying and also 
ribaldly comic. 

All in all, this is ensemble acting at its 
finest, with a strong lead and a powerful 
company. One marvels at how meaning-
ful the play is to us in 2022, 400 years af-
ter its first performance.

The contemporary setting of the play 
and its use of modern technology add to 
the eeriness and insistent gloom of the pro-
duction. With surveillance lights focusing 
on hidden places in the darkness and mes-
sages, like Hamlet’s letter to Ophelia and 
his capture of Claudius’ guilty response 
to his play on his cellphone, this is never 
overdone and is highly effective. Richard 
Feren’s doom-ridden musical score under 
conductor Franklin Brasz adds to the ef-
fect.

Add all of this to some of the most fa-
mous lines in English drama and you have 
a show you shouldn’t miss.

Hamlet’s Remarkable Reveal 

AMAKA UMEH

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Correspondent

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Advocates, writers, activists and creators highlight Meighen Forum
To mark the 10th season of the Meighen 

Forum, the Stratford Festival has curated 
a season of sought-after voices to take us 
behind the curtain of this year’s produc-
tions and to explore compelling, timely 
topics reflected in the 2022 playbill. 

“We are celebrating the 10th season 
of the Meighen Forum this year, with a 
brand new home in Lazaridis Hall,” says 
Artistic Director Antoni Cimolino. “I 
am thrilled with the magnificent roster 
of guests who will join us in Stratford. 
Their contributions add enormously to 
the play-going experience for our patrons 
and help make a visit to Stratford a true 
escape, giving people an opportunity to 
tune into world events in a deep and en-
gaging manner.” 

The Meighen Forum will offer more 
than 160 events in the 2022 season, in-
cluding the Celebrated Speakers series, 
which begins on July 8 with Nigerian 
playwright Wole Soyinka, Nobel Laure-
ate and writer of Death and the King’s 
Horseman, the acclaimed play that will 
open at the Tom Patterson Theatre in 
August. The series continues throughout 

the season featuring artists and expert 
guests who will take us into the issues of 
the 2022 playbill and the season theme of 
New Beginnings. The Celebrated Speak-
ers series also features Ann-Marie Mac-
Donald, Tomson Highway, Adam Gop-
nik, Bev Sellars, Ray Dalio and Salman 
Rushdie.   

Wole Soyinka has gone from political 
prisoner to Nobel Laureate in Literature, 
in an astonishing life filled with vastly di-
verse experiences. His writing career has 
been similarly diverse, spanning multi-
ple genres. His poetry, essays, plays and 
novels, brimming with wit and rage, have 
borne witness to the tragedy and triumphs 
of his native Nigeria, as he tenaciously 
seeks to promote the voice for the African 
experience across the continent and into 
the diaspora. In a special Stratford appear-
ance, Soyinka, 87, joins CBC’s Nahlah 
Ayed to discuss Chronicles from the 
Land of the Happiest People on Earth, his 
first novel in fifty years, and his seminal 
work Death and the King’s Horseman, 
which will be a highlight of the Stratford 
Festival’s 2022 season. This is a not-to-

be-missed event with a skilled storyteller 
at the height of his powers. Friday, July 8 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the Avon Theatre. 

Author, actor and playwright Ann-Ma-
rie MacDonald joins Rachel Giese for a 
candid conversation about her writing ca-
reer, her creative inspirations and her new 
play Hamlet-911, which opens at the Fes-
tival in August. Sunday, August 7 10:30 
a.m. to noon in Lazaridis Hall, Tom Pat-
terson Theatre. 

Tomson Highway, one of Canada’s fore-
most Indigenous writers, will join us for 
an onstage talk with Festival Artistic Di-
rector Antoni Cimolino about his music, 
his place in the Canadian canon, and his 
award-winning new memoir, Permanent 
Astonishment. Sunday, August 14 10:30 
a.m. to noon in the Tom Patterson The-
atre. Highway will make a second appear-
ance at the Meighen Forum with Songs in 
the Key of Cree, a cabaret featuring songs 
from some of his musicals Rose; The In-
credible Adventures of Mary Jane Mos-
quito; The (Post) Mistress; and The Sage, 
the Dancer, and the Fool. It will be per-
formed at the Tom Patterson Theatre on 

Monday, August 15 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Tickets are $29. 

Internationally acclaimed and 
award-winning author Adam Gop-
nik shares his thoughts with Antoni Ci-
molino on Molière’s talent for satire, his 
influence on theatre history and his con-
tinued resonance in the modern world, as 
we mark the 400th anniversary of the great 
French playwright’s birth. Saturday, Sep-
tember 17 10:30 a.m. to noon in Lazaridis 
Hall in the Tom Patterson Theatre. 

Author and advocate Bev Sellars for-
merly served as councillor and chief of 
Xatśūll (Soda Creek) First Nation in Brit-
ish Columbia. Her memoir, They Called 
Me Number One, about her experiences 
in the residential institution St Joseph’s 
Mission, formed a key part of the re-
search for the play 1939, which receives 
its world première at the Festival this sea-
son. Hear her story and her thoughts on 
how to move with truth toward reconcili-
ation. Saturday, September 24, 10:30 a.m. 
to noon in Lazaridis Hall in the Tom Pat-
terson Theatre. 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 26
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For the first time, Springworks Puppets-
Works! Festival and Stratford Summer 
Music have partnered to present ‘World 
in a Weekend’ August 4-7. ‘World in a 
Weekend’ curates national and interna-
tional artists presenting music and pup-
petry in venues both inside and out.

It was back in 2018 that saw the first 
puppets appearance in Market Square, 
testing to see if people had an interest 
in the art form for a family centric, af-
fordable entertainment option. There 
were strolling puppeteers and interactive 
activities for kids to enjoy. The festival 
returned for 2019 but as with everyone, 
2020 was a time of rest. Last year saw 
the Festival’s return, predominately at the 
Gallery Stratford where audiences were 
spaced out in pods to safely enjoy the en-
tertainment in comfort. 

The show will bring an expanded festi-

val located at Veteran’s Drive, where the 
block of the road will be closed allowing 
audiences to stroll along and appreciate 
the various activities that are planned. 
There will be concerts on the bandshell, a 
large tent for performances and activities, 
and off in the trees is a set of play struc-
tures that are interactive with creatures 
the kids can bring to life.

“There is a fish that fishes, and a tur-
tle that’s a musical instrument. There’s 
a bridge that ripples as you cross it and 
there’s a structure that’s a caterpillar 
that kids can make hug their parents. It’s 
aimed at kids aged one to seven,” said Ei-
leen Smith, artistic producer for Spring-
works. “There’s a bunch of things for lit-
tle guys to just make up stuff. There’s a 
puppet theatre à la Punch and Judy style 
where kids can play with puppets and sub-
ject whoever they can wrangle in to their 
own show.”

Programming along Veteran’s Drive 
will be free, but there will also be ticketed 

events. This internation-
al festival is being called 
‘World in a Weekend’ and 
presents music and pup-
petry from all over the 
world. Smith is extreme-
ly excited about the new 
partnership with Stratford 
Summer Music. There 
will be performances on 
the barge throughout the 
weekend as well as musi-
cal acts at the bandshell in 
addition to venues around 
the city.

“The logic of pup-
pets, music and art, are 
all things that go hand in 
hand and it’s absolutely 
delightful. The cross-cul-
tural different ethnic 
styles of music of ‘World 
in a Weekend’ and the dif-
ferent genres curated are 
exciting. There will also 
be barge concerts; the reg-
ular barge series will be 
ongoing and there will be 
two concerts and a ukulele 
play-along with local artist 
Dayna Manning and her 
folk army so that’s going 

to be great,” enthused Smith.
From the circus world comes street per-

formers in the form of strolling puppe-
teers that are about twelve feet tall. Can 
a zebra and a rhinoceros discover whether 
true love can be found? They will stroll 
around the area and market’s square as 
well as the fish from last year will return, 
this time accompanied by a singer. 

Cache Cache Puppet Walk can be found 
at Gallery Stratford, where artists and the 
public together discover and give life to 
mystical creatures found in the forest. At 
the end of the walk is a little puppet mak-
ing project. This is aimed at those six and 
older.

At Factory 163, presented by the same 
company, is Bois (wood in French) which 
is a piece about a tree with a single leaf 
and all of the branches and organic matter 
on the ground want it. 

“They all come to life and it’s delight-
ful, funny, and about persistence. It is 
brought by Puzzle Theatre who have been 
here twice before so if anyone has seen 
them this is a new work from them,” said 
Smith.

Metamorphosis is from a company 
called World of Puppets from Iceland and 
is a collection of original short stories told 
sans parole or without words using pup-
pets only. The show has different puppets 
ranging from hand puppets to marionettes 
and is a performance for those six and 

over.
Coming out of Trois-Rivières is Try-

cickle by Les Sages Fous. About a fel-
low who is a vagabond scrap collector 
who comes across a labyrinth and goes 
off on adventures where things come to 
life. This, too, is without words so really 
brings the imagination to connect.

“Puppetry is the amazing art where 
you the artist and the audience meet at 
the puppet and give the puppet life, it lit-
erally is magic,” said Smith. “I’m really 
excited about us partnering with Stratford 
Summer Music to bring different kinds of 
art, different kinds of puppetry together 
so that people can experience stuff from 
all over the world and the different way 
people experience and express the emo-
tions in their lives, is just delightful. (Ar-
tistic director) Mark Fewer is wonderful 
with programming all the different kinds 
of music and the ease and accessibility,” 
said Smith.

There will be a concert at Avondale 
Church, and jazz at Revival House, as well 
as dancing at Factory 163. Programming 
is such that you can stroll from one per-
formance to another and experience both 
puppetry and music all weekend long.

Tickets are sold in pods of one to 
five patrons per pod, and can be found 
online at www.springworksfestival.ca 
and for Stratford Summer Music at  
www.stratfordsummermusic.ca.

Springworks and SSM present World in a Weekend in August

...Meighen Forum
American philanthropist Ray Dalio is the author 

of the #1 New York Times bestseller Principles and 
founder of the investment firm Bridgewater As-
sociates, which has grown from its beginnings in 
Dalio’s apartment into the world’s largest hedge 
fund and Fortune magazine’s fifth most import-
ant private company in the U.S. Dalio was named 
to Time magazine’s “Time 100” list in 2012. He 
speaks with Antoni Cimolino. Friday, October 7, 
10:30 a.m. to noon at the Avon Theatre.  

Award-winning author Salman Rushdie will cap 
the 2022 season of Celebrated Speakers. From 
the plays of Shakespeare and Molière to the nov-
els of today, the telling of stories reveals a funda-
mental human need: to seek essential truths about 
our shared experience through the exercise of the 
creative imagination. Rushdie will examine and 
celebrate that age-old impulse in the two decades’ 
worth of essays, criticism and speeches that are now 
gathered together in his latest book, Languages of 
Truth. In this exclusive interview, Rushdie is joined 
by acclaimed journalist and CBC Ideas host Nahlah 
Ayed for an intimate conversation about his life and 
work. Everyone attending this event will receive 
a copy of Languages of Truth signed by the au-
thor. Saturday, October 22 10:30 a.m. to noon in the 
Avon Theatre.

Tickets for the Celebrated Speakers series at the 
Meighen Forum start at $27 and can be ordered 
by calling 1.800.567.1600 or by visiting the web-
site, www.stratfordfestival.ca/forum, where you 
can explore the entire Meighen Forum, includ-
ing Comedy at the Forum, Funny Forum Fridays, 
CBC’s Ideas at Stratford, special events with visit-
ing journalists from The New York Times and The 
Chicago Tribune, Peer into the Playbill, Monday 
Night Music, Contemporary Work, Play by the 
Book play readings and free Forum events Meet the 
Festival, Talking Theatre and Lobby Talks. Meigh-
en Forum events continue until October 26. 

Support for the Meighen Forum is generously 
provided through an endowed gift from Kelly and 
Michael Meighen and the T.R. Meighen Family 
Foundation. 

The 2022 season runs until October 30, featur-
ing Hamlet, Chicago, The Miser, Little Wom-
en, Richard III, All’s Well That Ends Well, Death 
and the King’s Horseman, Every Little Nook-
ie, Hamlet-911and 1939.

Continued from page 25

LISA CHESTER-HANNA

Stratford Times Correspondent

PAWS-ITIVE 
HELP
Carl Gross was 
joined by Felix the 
Cat at the Alley Cat 
Café on Saturday, 
June 18, as they 
hosted a fundraiser 
for Wagtime Rescue. 
Visitors to the café 
could purchase hot 
dogs, veggie dogs 
and cupcake to help 
raise funds, or they 
could buy raffle tick-
ets for the prize table 
to do their part.

(MATT HARRIS PHOTO)
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Findings of City of Stratford’s diversity report presented to Council

Humane Society issues plea 
against leaving animals in hot cars

As record high temperatures contin-
ue, the Humane Society of Kitchener 
Waterloo & Stratford Perth (HSK-
WSP) is responding to calls to aid ani-
mals in distress in hot cars. 

Even on fairly mild days, with the 
car parked in the shade and with the 
windows down, parked cars can quick-
ly reach deadly temperatures. Ani-
mals, especially dogs and cats, have 
a limited ability to sweat, so even a 
short time in a hot environment can be 
life-threatening. A dog’s normal body 
temperature is about 39°C, and a tem-
perature of 41°C can be withstood only 
for a very short time before irreparable 
brain damage or even death can occur. 

“Leaving your pet unattended in 
a vehicle is not only one of the most 
irresponsible things that a pet owner 
can do, it’s also illegal,” says Kathrin 
Delutis, Executive Director. “Pet own-
ers are subject to fines and charges 
under The Provincial Animal Welfare 
Services Act and under local bylaws.” 

If a dog is showing signs of heat 
stroke (excessive panting/drooling, 

is listless or unconscious), getting 
prompt veterinary medical treatment 
is vital. You can assist by wetting the 
fur immediately with lukewarm-cool 
water (do not use cold water), placing 
the pet in the shade and offering drink-
ing water.  

If you see a dog or other pet left in a 
vehicle in distress, please contact your 
local animal services provider, hu-
mane society (if they look after animal 
services in that area), Provincial Ani-
mal Welfare Services or police.  

The Kitchener Waterloo Humane 
Society can be reached at 519-745-
5615 and services Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Township of Wilmot, Woolwich and 
North Dumfries.  

The Stratford Perth Humane Soci-
ety can be reached at 519-273-6600 
and services all of Stratford, Perth, 
Township of Zorra and the Town of St. 
Marys. 

For more information on the initiatives 
of the Humane Society of Kitchener 
Waterloo & Stratford Perth, please visit  
kwsphumane.ca.

The survey was conducted online by a 
company called DiversiPro, the President 
and CEO of which is Hamlin Grange who 
presented the results to the Councillors. 
According to Grange, the survey was con-
ducted from January 17th to February 11th 
of this year and received 132 completed 
responses out of 149 employees who start-
ed the survey for a completion rate of 89 
percent, which Grange described as “a tre-
mendous response rate”.

According to the report, the City of 
Stratford’s workforce is predominantly 
white and heterosexual, with only seven 
percent of the respondents identifying as 
non-white and 11 percent identifying as 
non-heterosexual. Additionally, the work-
force is disproportionately older than the 
population, with the responses indicating 
only eight percent of staffers being under 
the age of 29, compared to 20 percent of 
the city’s population is between 20 and 29 
years old.

It also listed the following positive take-
aways found in the survey: employees are 
positive about being respected, valued, 
and believing the City’s workforce is rep-
resentative of the region in which it oper-
ates; many employees believe that issues 
of prejudice and discrimination are being 
addressed for the most part; supervisors 
fared best for applying fair and equitable 
standards and evaluations for all employ-
ees; colleagues do well for being aware of 
prejudice and valuing diversity; and teams 
did best for understanding the important 
role of policies in achieving equality and 
inclusion.

The report also identified areas where 
the City may be falling short in terms 
of equality and inclusion. According to 
Grange, City staffers identified the fol-
lowing concerns: inclusive recruitment 
and promotion practices fall short, with 
just one-quarter of responses indicating 
that they believe diversity and inclusion 
are considered in recruitment, promotion, 
and recognition initiatives; Leadership 
employees are not seen as diverse; sex-

ism, racism, harassment, and bullying 
are seen as issues, with sexism being at 
the top of the list; not all employees feel 
they can speak up, and worry about the 
negative consequences of doing so; differ-
ences in experiences/perceptions among 
management and non-management as 
well as occasionally between male and 
female employees; employees were more 
likely to rate attributes as ‘agree’, rather 
than ‘strongly agree’; knowledge and tools 
to help build a more inclusive workplace 
could be improved.

Later in the report, there was a break-
down of where respondents fall based 
on gender, with 70 percent of women in 
non-management roles compared to 49 
percent of men in non-management roles.

When it came to answering five ques-
tions related to feeling respected and val-
ued, using the full extent of their skills, 
and feeling able to provide feedback 
without fear of consequences, non-man-
agement personnel responded ‘agree’ or 
‘strongly agree’ up to 36 percent less than 
management officials. Non-management 

employees also gave lower ratings about 
the City’s providing of opportunities to 
learn about diversity and inclusion, how 
effectively the organization addresses ra-
cial, ethnic, and gender-based jokes and 
stereotypes, and knowing how to seek ac-
commodation if an employee had a need 
that made work participation more diffi-
cult.

As mentioned, discrimination issues 
were reported in the survey responses 
by both men and women, with sexism 
being the biggest item said. According 
to Grange, 40 percent indicated they had 
witnessed or experienced sexism at work. 
Additionally, 21 percent have witnessed 
or experienced ableism, 20 percent have 
witnessed or experienced racism, 18 per-
cent have witnessed or experienced ho-
mophobia, and 16 percent have witnessed 
or experienced transphobia. When it came 
to harassment or bullying, 45 percent of 
respondents said they had witnessed or 
experienced it, and one in five didn’t re-
port it because they didn’t trust it would be 
handled properly.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Humane Society partners with Salvation Army in Stratford
The Stratford Perth Humane Society 

(SPHS) is expanding their crucial Pet 
Pantry program to support more people 
and pets across Perth County. In 2020, 
SPHS launched an Emergency Pet Food 
Bank to support pet owners after iden-
tifying an urgent need for the service 
during the pandemic. Now, the Humane 
Society’s Stratford location will be 
growing that service to bring pet food 
and other essential supplies to where 
people are already accessing food bank 
programs. 

“Going into the new year, we decid-
ed to make our food bank program a 
permanent one, and transitioned the 

name to “The Pet Pantry” at both our 
Kitchener and Stratford locations,” 
stated Kathleen McCaughey, manager 
of community programs, The Humane 
Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Strat-
ford Perth (HSKWSP). “We also knew 
that we wanted to form partnerships 
and offer food and supplies to existing 
programs in the community. We are so 
happy that The Salvation Army Strat-
ford was interested and we’re thrilled 
to work together to support people and 
pets in Stratford.” 

Running entirely on donations, people 
can access food and basic pet supplies, 
including litter, small animal bedding, 

collars, leashes and more through the 
program. The goal is to ensure that peo-
ple and pets can remain together, even 
when faced with a crisis. Support can 
be accessed directly from The Salvation 
Army Stratford or the Humane Soci-
ety’s Stratford location. 

“We recognize that our Stratford 
Perth animal centre may be harder to 
reach without access to a vehicle. When 
people are already accessing services 
closer to home, we thought – let’s make 
this easier. Let’s get pet supplies to 
them,” stated Calla James, director of 
community engagement and outreach, 
HSKWSP. “We started reaching out to 

human food bank locations in our ser-
vice areas and asking if we could supply 
their locations with pet items.” 

For those looking to support the Pet 
Pantry program and help people and 
pets in the community, the most needed 
items are currently cat and dog food, cat 
litter, small animal bedding, small ani-
mal food, and monetary donations.

For more information on the Pet Pan-
try program and how to access supplies 
through SPHS, please visit kwsphu-
mane.ca. For more information on pro-
grams and services offered by The Sal-
vation Army Stratford, please contact 
them directly.

GIDDYUP
Both the young and 
young at heart like to 
ride in the Stratford and 
District Saddle Club 
horse show when it’s 
held every month in the 
summer, east of Stratford 
in Northeasthope Town-
ship. Parents Dan Bell 
and Brianne Crawford 
have always encouraged 
their young family in 
western riding because 
it’s in their blood. It was 
surely apparent on Sun-
day when the couples 3 
young kids competed for 
prize money and ribbons. 
Pictured are Ben, on 
his mount Comet, mom 
Brianne, and Hailey, 6, 
on her miniature horse 
Callipso.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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In this space, I write, every 
month, about places I have been 
and people I have met. Which led 
me to ask the question – where 
would some of the most interest-
ing people I have met like to go 
on their ideal vacation? 

So I contacted some of these 
interesting folk I have met in a 
lifetime of journalism, travel 
writing, and blatant curiosity – 
and asked them. Their responses 
were generous and articulate. 

This week, we hear from 
Andrew Bennett, Executive 
Director, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony; Ann Liguori, Host, 
“Talking Golf,” WFAN-NY 
and President, Ann Liguori Pro-
ductions & The Ann Liguori  
Foundation; and Terry Fallis, 
two-time winner of the Stephen 
Leacock Medal for Humour.

Andrew Bennett: I am lucky 
to have travelled to several less 
visited countries, including Kyr-
gyzstan, East Timor, Paraguay, 
Malawi, even North Korea. But 
whenever I think of the place to 
which I’d happily return, it has 
to be Madagascar. In a week's 
travelling, I barely scratched 
the surface of this exotic, com-

pelling and – to apply an over-
used term –unique country. I 
explored the capital, Antanana-
rivo, trekked through jungle to 
spend special time observing 
indri, the largest of the lemurs, 
and relaxed on the coast of the 
Indian ocean, at least when I got 
there after a challenging journey 
on a truck which needed to hide 
its passengers at any checkpoint 
and which kept breaking down.

Madagascar is wholly dif-
ferent from any other place on 
earth.  One of the world's largest 
islands, its flora and fauna have 
evolved separately, creating an 
exceptionally fascinating envi-
ronment. The Malagasy people 
are also unlike others, with a 
complex political history yield-
ing sometimes perplexing insta-
bility. Even for someone who has 
travelled widely, trying to make 
sense of this fascinating country 
makes for a prolonged but ulti-
mately rewarding experience.

I suspect that high end tour-
ism is now possible in Mada-
gascar, but an appreciation of 
its ‘otherness’ surely is best 
achieved through independent 
travel, helped by a smattering 
of widely-spoken French. There 
are not so many tourist ‘sights’, 
for indeed the whole country, 
its landscapes, traditions and 
natural history are collective-
ly a destination for any intrep-
id traveller. Some will hate the 
disorganization and lack of 
home comforts in most parts of 
the country, while others will 
cherish the privilege of visiting 
somewhere so magical. Mad-
agascar is weird, beautiful, 
haunted by pervasive poverty 
and misgovernment, sometimes 
challenging to navigate, but ulti-

mately compelling.
Ann Liguori: My favorite golf 

destination is Ireland and North-
ern Ireland. I’ve been visiting 
the Emerald Isle for years, host-
ing and producing my “Sports 
Innerview” radio and TV shows 
there, so I’ve been fortunate to 
play and study many of their 
finest links and parkland cours-
es and interview the personali-
ties associated with each course. 
Just when you think you’ve dis-
covered the most scenic lay-out, 
there’s another gem nearby! The 
Irish people are so welcoming 
and hospitable. My favorite golf 
trips are there. I’m an honorary 
member at both Ardglass in 
the North and Doonbeg in the 
Southwest. Playing the tremen-
dous variety of courses there is 
a dream vacation. After golf, the 
pub scene, singing and dancing 
with the Irish, is a big part of the 
fun. No other place compares 
to the many scenic, challenging 
courses, lovely Irish people and 

the good craic!
Terry Fallis: I love Paris. If 

we ever figure out time travel 
– and I’m really hoping we do 
– the first place I’d visit would 
be Paris in the 1920s to stalk 
Hemingway and Fitzgerald, 
Ezra Pound, Morley Callaghan, 
Gertrude Stein and the other 
luminaries of the Lost Genera-
tion. My wife and I visit there 
every two years or so and spend 
a week living in the heart of the 
Latin Quarter.

Regrettably, we have not yet 
cracked the time travelling 
code. But that’s okay, because 
in many ways, Paris is already 
a time machine. The city’s very 
layout, its architecture, its histo-
ry all seem to resist change and 
progress. Paris hobbles most 
attempts at modernization. I’m 
grateful for that, though perhaps 
not all would agree. Having now 
spent many hours, over multiple 
visits, strolling the city’s streets, 
I can understand why dragging 
Paris into the twenty-first centu-
ry is so difficult. It’s nearly im-

possible to build a large restau-
rant or a big box store anywhere 
in the Latin Quarter. You simply 
can’t find a single property large 
enough. Instead, you’d have to 
negotiate with the owners of 
six or seven smaller contiguous 
properties to give you the space 
you’d need. And of course, 
finding six or seven individual 
owners who all were willing to 
sell at the same moment would 
likely never happen. This keeps 
Paris from changing. 

It hasn’t physically evolved 
or modernized as many newer 
centres have. Large portions of 
the city, particularly on the Left 
Bank, have changed very lit-
tle in a century or more. Most 
of the popular cafés from the 
1920s are still operating just as 
they were in Hemingway’s day, 
like Café de la Rotonde, Le Se-
lect, La Closerie des Lilas, and 
La Coupole, all fixtures on Bou-
levard du Montparnasse. Or Les 
Deux Magots, Brasserie Lipp, 
and Café de Flore on Boulevard 
Saint-Germain. They are all just 
about the same as they were a 
century ago. 

If I were to take off my glass-
es, the Latin Quarter through 
my somewhat blurred vision 
would look remarkably like it 
did 100 years ago. Only the cars 
parked outside the cafés and the 
customers’ fashions inside be-
tray the year. Until we finally 
do perfect time travel, and I can 
visit Paris in the 1920s, I’ll con-
tent myself with visiting Paris in 
the 2020s.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Through the eyes of adventurers

PAUL KNOWLES

Contributor

(ANDREW BENNETT PHOTO) (PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
A beautiful but utterly empty beach in the unique nation of Madagascar, Andrew Bennett's 
favourite destination

A rooftop view of Terry Fallis' beloved Paris

(ANN LIGUORI PHOTO)

(TERRY FALLIS PHOTO)

Award-winning sports journalist 
Ann Ligouri, whose favourite 
place to be is Ireland... specifical-
ly, Irish golf courses.

Stephen Leacock award winner, 
Terry Fallis, who would most love 
time travel to Paris.
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Solutions on page 31

Word Search
JUNE 2022 HIGHLIGHTS

Riddles

Sudoku

Pride Month

Doug Ford

Matthew Rae

Fathers Day

Roe 
overturned

Avs Stanley 
Cup

January sixth 
hearings

Cassidy 
Hutchinson

Airport delays

Schools out

Pet of the 
Month

CRACKLE
Hello, my name is Crackle! According to my 

foster parents, I am a bubbly bunny that loves 
to cuddle. I enjoy getting lots of pets. A little 
curious, I love to explore new places and my 

surroundings. You will often find me lounging 
in my enclosure because I’m a chill guy! I’m 
hungry for all the foods you give me except 

for bell peppers – I’m not a fan of those. I also 
get along pretty well with my foster family’s 

cat. It’s been a while since I have been looking 
for my forever home. If you think I am the 

right match for you, please apply at https://
kwsphumane.ca/adopt/process. I am sure I 

would be an adorable addition to your family!

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

PRIDEMONTH DOUGFORD MATTHEWRAE 

FATHERSDAY ROEOVERTURNED AVSSTANLEYCUP 

JANUARYSIXTHHEARINGS CASSIDYHUTCHINSON AIRPORTDELAYS 

SCHOOLSOUT   

Name:                                          

Y T S V Y J K D X S C C X Q E R O O I V

I U H P A Z T H J G A D C D N M Y F J H

D O M Z D D N W W N S O W L Z Y C U G T

C S C G S Y E G H I S K D X X Y T H R N

X L E V R G B U D R I S U B C F O Z K O

K O A Y E G R Q F A D Y V D V T K S E M

A O R X H Q O O B E Y A A P E H Y Y O E

C H W S T X E H V H H L V U H Y X K A D

L C E Q A P O J B H U E S L Z B Y M W I

O S H J F H V U K T T D S L E W C M K R

Z F T C Y A E T N X C T T E O F I X D P

B L T P V P R F G I H R A U Q J C H R Q

Z Q A P B Q T Q J S I O N O E U O M O E

S D M Z A Y U A P Y N P L L Y S G Q F Y

P L Y C K O R U T R S R E R X W V U G X

T L W E Z V N J O A O I Y R E H X A U C

I K Z I Q F E Q D U N A C U D E H N O Y

S X J P W H D R L N I Y U J G I H N D B

C O Y R Y X R C P A G Z P F M N H J Y L

Y E F D G U F M W J H I S H D G H M S E

Sudoku

Id: 89245

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

1 6
7

9 3 8 2 7
2 5 9 1

7 4 2 9
5 6

4 8
5 1
9 7

Solution
1 2 7 5 8 6 4 9 3

3 4 8 9 7 2 1 6 5

5 6 9 4 3 1 8 2 7

6 3 4 2 5 9 7 8 1

8 7 1 3 6 4 2 5 9

9 5 2 7 1 8 3 4 6

4 8 5 1 9 7 6 3 2

7 9 6 8 2 3 5 1 4

2 1 3 6 4 5 9 7 8

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

What do the Montreal Canadiens and the 
Titanic have in common?  

They both look good until they hit the ice.

How do you get 50 Canadians out of a 
swimming pool?  

You say, “please get out of the swimming 
pool.”

What does Canada produce that no other 
country in the world produces?  

Canadians.

What did the snow say to the Rocky 
Mountains? 

 I’ve got your covered.

What was the skeleton doing at the 
hockey game?  

Driving the zam-boney.

Why shouldn’t curlers tell jokes on the 
ice?  

Because it might crack up

What has antlers and sucks blood?  
A moose-quito

Why is maple syrup always so sad?  
Because it’s sappy.

How do you get a Canadian to apologize?  
Step on their foot.
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RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 
AD HERE!

JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 
call 519-655-2341

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

PALLET RACKING – 4ft uprights & 12ft beams. Con-
tact cs@festivalfurniture.com or call 519-272-2000 for 
more info

SKIDS – Variety of sizes $5 each - Contact cs@festival-
furniture.com or call 519-272-2000

WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alter-
native, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750 

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS
RECORD STORAGE FACILITES – in Stratford. Pick up 
and delivery more info, contact j@2hayes.com

WORKSHOP FOR RENT IN STATFORD – 2000 
sq ft with delivery loading dock. Clean and dry.  
j@2hayes.com
 

SECURE STORAGE IN STRATFORD – Pick up and 
delivery available. For details  j@2hayes.com
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HELP WANTED
STUDENT HELP WANTED – Fit people required for 5 
hr/day 4 days/wk. $20/hr j@2hayes.com

WANTED

FOR SALE

SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

FOR SALE – Equity Marketing 2005 Lexus RX330 SUV
Certified. Clean $7,900 519-663-2266

WANTED
WANTING TO BUY – Buy, sell or trade. All sports 
cards, hockey, baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant 
to join our New Hamburg team.

Responsibilities and Qualities would include: 
• TICO Certified 
• Knowledgeable in planning and booking worldwide  
  leisure travel 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
• Ability to multitask in a busy office environment 
• Strong customer service and organization skills

This is a part time with potential to full time position

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Do you thrive in an innovative and exciting environment that’s continuously
evolving? Famme & Co. is looking to add hardworking, dedicated, team-oriented
individuals to join our ever-growing team within ALL departments including
Accounting, Administration and Bookkeeping in a permanent full-time capacity.

With over 100 employees and 3 locations, our respectful and friendly workplace
cultureprovidesgreatemploymentwithmanyopportunities for careeradvancement.
This opportunity is partnered with an excellent benefits plan for the diverse life
circumstancesandneedsofouremployeesalongwithfour-dayworkweeksduringthe
monthsofJulythroughtotheendofOctober.Additionally,weofferovertimepayaswell
asaflex timepolicy foryoutoenjoyawell-balanced lifestyle forbothprofessionaland
personal successes.

If this sounds like you or someone you know, we’d love to hear from you!
Please reach out with a resume to resumes@fammeandco.on.ca

We thank all applicants equally for their interest in working with Famme & Co.
but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

For more information on our Firm, kindly visit our website:
www.fammeandco.on.ca

Come find out why Famme & Co. is such a great place to work!

We are currently accepting 
applications/resumes for:

LABOURER
Come join our team. We offer competitive 
wages and an extensive benefit package.

Please submit resume to:
Fraser Asphalt Paving Inc.

P.O. Box 21178
3421 Perth Road 113

Stratford, ON N5A 7V4
(May also fax or e-mail)
519-271-1842 (fax)

Email: denise@fraserpaving.ca

519-271-5690
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

ADVERTISING

CONSTRUCTION

CAREGIVERS

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICIAN

EYE CARE PHARMACY

FENCING / DECKS

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

INVESTMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCESCARPET BINDING

ORTHOTICS

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

RESTAURANT

PHOTOGRAPHY

HUMANE SOCIETY

INVESTMENTS

INVESTMENTS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL SERVICES

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3119

stratfordnissan.com

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

www.vanceafinancial.com

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON 

N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511

dr.philsammut@gmail.com

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

6 Wellington St. 
519-271-6770

www.stratfordlawyers.com

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA
WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Leanne

By Leanne

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca
STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

(226) 779-3206

www.electricandcompany.ca

CINDY DAY

YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA 

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs! 

Eye Exams
Glasses

Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

Caregiver Coaching

Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

MOORE 
 Creative

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)The USA 
2)Elephant 
3)Chile 
4)Einstein 
5)Saltwater 
6)Camelot 
7)Libra 
8)Austria 
9) Almonds 
10)A great white

SUDOKU

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS 

LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!

Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 

call 519-655-2341

Sudoku

Id: 89245

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

1 6
7

9 3 8 2 7
2 5 9 1

7 4 2 9
5 6

4 8
5 1
9 7

Solution
1 2 7 5 8 6 4 9 3

3 4 8 9 7 2 1 6 5

5 6 9 4 3 1 8 2 7

6 3 4 2 5 9 7 8 1

8 7 1 3 6 4 2 5 9

9 5 2 7 1 8 3 4 6

4 8 5 1 9 7 6 3 2

7 9 6 8 2 3 5 1 4

2 1 3 6 4 5 9 7 8
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

• Travel Clinic
• Compounding Pharmacy
• COVID-19 Antigen 
  Screening for Travel

Stratford Medical 
Pharmacy

342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4 

Phone: 519-272-0888

CARPET BINDING
Carpet & Floor Repairs
Brian Crapper 519-949-8231

briancrapper@gmail.com
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